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ri!EFAGE. 


TilK  Joiirru'il  of  a  ship's  cominissiou  in  tlic^t'  liines  nuifst 
necessarily  l)e  sonicwliat  dry  rcatliiiji;,  exa'j)t,  pcrliaps, 
to  people  personally  interested  by  having  taken  a  ])art 
in  the  scenes  which  it  describes,  and  to  their  friends 
and  relatives. 

Tlusrcfore,  in  presi'iitinji  this  book,  with  givat  dilli- 
dence,  to  the  i)nblic,  wo  wish  to  stati'  that  it  is  pub- 
lished with  a  further  ol)ject, — namely,  to  ^e  useful  to 
any  who  may  ha[)})en  to  visit  the  same  parts  of  the  workl 
either  at  the  call  of  duty,  as  in  our  case,  or  to  those 
sim})ly  foUowing  the  dictates  of  free-will  and  ])leasure. 
So,  by  entering  into  the  historical,  social,  and  descrip- 
tive vein,  wlien  speaking  of  the  vjirious  countries 
visited,  and  also  by  appending  a  fcnv  remarks  concern- 
ing w^inds,  currents,  harbours,  channels,  and  other  facts 
useful  to  the  navigator,  we  have  striven,  as  far  as  in  us 
lay,  to  coml)iae  a  little  of  all  qualities,  and  suit  anyone 
who  may  have  curiosity  enough — ay,  even  coui'age  in 
these  days — to  read  anything  not  highly  flavoured  with 
the  marvellous.       Having  explained  the  reason  why  it 
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is  thus  iimdc  pu])lic  property,  it  is  necessary  also  to 
explain  wliat  are  the  materials  of  its  compositit)n. 
Anyone  on  reading  this  book  will  at  once  porceive  that 
it  is  the  work  not  of  one,  but  of  niiniy.  This  is  in 
accordance  with  the  original  idea  on  starting,  tliat  one 
would  not  be  able  to  see  as  nuicli  as  all  combined, 
and  much  interestinj^  matter  mi^lit  therefore  be  lost. 
It  claims,  therefoi'e,  to  be  simply  a  matter-of-fact 
narrative  of  our  sojoinui  in  the  Pacific,  with  impressions 
of  countries  and  localities  gleaned  from  a  certain 
ex2:)erience,  and  reflected  by  the  minds  of  the  several 
writers. 

This  plurality  of  authorship  also  accounts  for  certain 
incongruities  which  the  reader  may  perceive  in  the 
work.  Ihit  it  has  been  a  matter  of  no  small  difficulty 
to  connect  articles  contributed  with  the  main  story,  so 
that  all  may  fit  in  intelligibly,  and  as  much  confusion 
as  possible  be  prevented  when  personal  anecdotes  are 
mingled  with  general  movements.  For  any  short- 
comings in  the  execution  of  this  task,  the  Editor 
asks  indulgence. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

LEAVE  KNOLANn  IN  THE  «  RKVENOE '-ARRIVE  AT  MADEIRA-ARRIVE 
AT  JAMAICA-ITS  STATE-A  DIf.NIfV  HALr._TJ.;AVE  JAMAICA-ARRIVE 
AT   ASl'INWA LI,— CROSS    HIE    ISTHMUS   OK   PANAMA. 

We  leftriynioutli  in  II.M.S.  'Revenge  '  oii  Deceml)er  4, 
18G9,  for  passage  to  Colon.     In  addition  to  our  own 
crew,  tliere  were  on  board  several  oincers  and  men  for 
sliips  on  tlie  West  Indian  station,  to  be  disembarked  at 
Jamaica.     Madeira  was  to  be  touclied  at  on  the  way. 
For  the  first  four  days  we  encountered  bad  weatlier— a 
necessary  accompaniment  to  leaving  England  at  tliat 
time   of  the   year.     Fortunately   the  wind  was  fair, 
which  enabled  us  to  bear  with  a  certain  equanimity  an' 
overcrowded  ship.     Xo  accommodation  had  been  pro- 
vided; and,  in  addition,  the  ship  leaked  so  much  that 
the  decks  were  seldom  dry.    We  Avere  not  sorry,  there- 
fore, to  get  into  milder  weather,  and  find  ourselves  in 
smooth  water  and  under  sunny  skies.     Owing  to  our 
good  sailing  qualities  several  vessels  were  parsed,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  11th  Porto  Santo  was  sighted— 
a  small  island  about  forty  miles  from  Madeira.  "^ 
Approaching  the  latter  the  wind  fell  altogether,  so 
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Steam  was  got  up,  and  it  was  4  p.m.  before  we  ancliored 
ofl'Fuiic'lial.  Madeira  is  an  island  so  well  known  and 
oft  described,  that  it  would  almost  seem  superfluous  to 
pause  in  oiu'  voyage  to  enlarge  upon  any  of  its  charac- 
teristics. And,  truth  to  say,  beyond  a  natural  scenery 
and  chniate  unefpialled  in  any  part  of  the  world,  there 
is  nothing  worlhy  to  dilate  upon,  unless  it  be  vain  re- 
grets that  such  a  s})ot  is  not  an  l']nglish  possession.  To 
us  may  be  fairly  atti'ibuted  nearly  all  improvements. 
To  many  is  it  endeared  by  being  the  last  resting-place 
of  friends  and  relations.  Wliat  sad  tales  are  recorded 
by  its  tombstones  ;  how  many  more,  nearly  ended,  greet 
you  in  the  streets  ! 

Madeira  was  taken  by  us  in  1801,  and  again  in  1807. 
We  retained  it  in  trust  for  the  royal  family  of  Portugal, 
who  had  emigrated  to  the  Brazils,  to  whom  it  was  re- 
stored in  1814.  But  the  Portuguese,  like  the  Spaniards, 
seem  to  have  no  faculty  of  progress  or  self-improve- 
ment. Want  of  cleanliness  in  their  towns,  and  an 
obsolete  architecture,  find  a  counterpart  in  the  man- 
ners and  customs  of  the  inhabitants.  Under  what  other 
regime  would  bullock-carts  exist  as  a  mode  of  convey- 
ance, or  how  long  be  rendered  a  necessity  by  such 
narrow  streets  and  an  absurd  manner  of  paving  ? 

Leaving  England  and  arriving  here,  you  at  once 
seem  to  belong  to  the  past — to  that  primitive  time  be- 
fore civilisation  had  begun  to  make  such  giant  strides, 
though  apparently  struggling  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  a  later  age.  With  this  brief  protest,  let  us 
pass  on. 
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Leaving  Madeira  on  the  loth,  we  sliaped  our  course 
for  Jamaica,  and  with  a  fair  wind,  at  once  made  good 
progress.  But  tlie  various  circumstances  under  whicli 
we  left  England  now  began  to  bear  fruit  in  sickness, 
and  on  December  27  we  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  one 
of  our  ofiicers  from  inflanunation  of  the  lungs.  This, 
the  first  death  in  our  community,  cast  a  gloom  on  all, 
as  poor  Goldney,  short  though  his  stny  with  us,  had 
become  universally  liked,  and  also  bade  fair  to  be  a 
bright  ornament  to  the  service. 

On  January  2,  1870,  we  arrived  off  tlio  Island  of 
Montserrat,  so  hove  to,  and  sent  a  boat  on  shore  with 
letters,  then  proceeded  on  our  w^ay.  Tlie  next  morn- 
ing we  })assed  a  French  aviso  (gunboat),  apparently 
bound  for  Martini([ue,  and  on  Friday,  January  7,  we 
sighted  the  Blue  Mountains  of  Jamaica,  anchoring  in 
Port  Eoyal  harbour  a  few  hours  afterwards,  where  we 
found  only  the  '  Cherub  '  and  '  Minstrel '  gunboats. 

Jamaica,  since  its  discovery  in  1494,  has  undergone 
many  changes  of  fortune.  Tremendous  hurricanes 
sweep  over  the  island  periodically,  occasioning  much 
loss  of  life  and  property,  and  in  1692  an  earthquake 
took  place,  in  which  the  whole  town  of  Port  Poyal  was 
swallowed  up  by  the  sea.  To  this  day  a  buoy  marks 
the  spot  where  the  church  of  the  old  town  lies  buried, 
and  where  not  long  ago  the  point  of  the  steej)le  could 
be  seen  protruding  by  divers  at  the  bottom.  At  that 
time  Port  Boyal  was  the  great  rendezvous  of  the  buc- 
caneers, the  cliief  of  whom,  Moi-gan,  was  governor  of 
the  island;    and  at  the  time  of  this  fearful  visitation 
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immonso  riclics  are  supposcMl  to  have  been  accumu- 
Inted  tlicro.  Wc  are  told,  in  a  vaj^iie  sort  of  way,  that 
it  was  a  very  wicked  ])hiec,  for  whicli  punisliinent  came 
upon  it  in  the  .sluipe  of  nii  carthquidve.  In  tliat  case, 
they  may  expect  another  shortly.  ^Forality  is  at  a  low 
standard  in  Tort  l?oyal.  I\Iarriap;e3  are  seldom  cele- 
brated, though  the  eliildfcMi  are  legion.  Ignorance  is 
at  the  bottom  of  this.  They  have  never  been  taught 
better;  there  is  no  one  to  teach  them.  The  way  they 
live,  too,  assists  in  producing  this  state  of  afl'airs.  The 
houses  are  the  merest  hovels,  no'  lit  for  a  dog  to  live 
in,  often  consisting  of  only  one  room,  where  I  have 
seen  as  many  as  twelve  of  a  family  all  huddled  to- 
gether. I  must  say,  the  women  ai-e  far  sujK'rior  to  the 
men — cleaner,  more  honest,  and  most  good-tem[)ered ; 
besides  which,  they  are  much  better  looking  in  com- 
parison, many  having  very  fine  figures — erect  as  a  dart, 
with  a  long,  swinging  gait.  But  when  they  get  old,  I 
know  no  more  repulsive-looking  creature.  The  men 
are  thievish,  cowardly,  and  dirty,  also  unconquerably 
lazy,  so  that,  seeing  the  island  in  its  present  state,  and 
comparing  it  with  an  island  like  Cuba,  or  what  Cuba 
was  before  the  rebellion  broke  out  (which  had  nothing 
to  say  to  slavery),  one  is  almost  inclined  to  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  the  Emancipation  Act  thirty  years  ago.  It 
is  pitiable  to  see  all  these  fnie  plantations  going  to  ruin 
from  having  no  one  to  work  them.  The  natives  will 
do  nothing  as  long  as  they  can  just  manage  to  live,  and 
the  hire  of  a  day's  labour  once  a  fortnight  will  enable 
them  to  do  that.     I  am  not  sjieaking  from  hearsay,  or 
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an  occasional  ^'lancc,  but  from  tlic  result  of  several 
visits  flaring'  a  poriotl  of  four  yours,  one  of  which  was 
])aid  shortly  after  the  late  rebellion  there,  since  \vhi<'h 
I  observe  a  great  improvement  in  the  whole  island,  the 
natives  being  more  civil  and  inclined  to  work  than 
formerly — good  signs,  wliicli  lead  one  to  hope  there 
may  be  better  days  in  store  for  this  beautiful  island; 
and,  under  a  firm  and  wise  rule,  it  may  develoj)  all 
its  natural  resources,  and  become  again  one  of  the 
most  valuable  of  our  island  possessions,  instead  of 
being,  as  it  is  now,  a  byword  of  reproach. 

All  who  have  been  to  Jamaica  or  any  of  the  West 
Indian  islands  know  what  a  '  dignity  ball '  is.  The  name 
was  no  doubt  given  by  the  whites  from  the  way  in 
which  the  black  ladies  stand  on  their  dignity,  going 
through  all  the  steps  with  the  utmost  precision  and 
gravity.  They  are  passionately  fond  of  dancing,  and 
very  resentful  at  any  attempt  to  turn  it  into  a  romp. 
This,  howx'ver,  is  often  done,  and  a  general  row  ensues, 
in  the  course  of  which  ladies  take  to  abusing  each 
other  in  the  most  undignified  way,  and  even  coming  to 
blows. 

That  the  old  custom  is  not  yet  extinct,  the  following 
account  will  show,  of  one  that  took  j)lace  during  our 
stay,  by  the  hand  of  an  old  Port  lioyal  ranger: — '  In- 
vitations had  been  issued  ft)r  two  dignity  balls  on  Mon- 
day evening,  and  the  respective  hostesses  were  our  old 
friends  Josephine  Johnston  and  Betsy  Paisley.  Let  us 
look  in  and  see  what  is  going  on  at  the  lovely  Jose- 
phine's.    "  Why,  I   don't  hear  any  nuisic,"  said  my 
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fricMul  W. ;  "  surely  they  have  u  fulcllo  or  Honictliing." 
However,  W'ii  Booii  discovered  that  poor  Jose[)irnu!'.s 
inusieiiins  liml  not.  arrived,  ho  all  "  de  ladies"  who  liad 
come  from  Kiii|^'.stt)ii  were  loud  in  their  abuse  of  "do 
nasty  black  tiefs." ' 

Let  me  now  introduce  my  reader  to  Mrs.  liotsy 
Taisley.  But  first  we  must  squeeze  our  way  through 
the  assembled  crowd  of  Tort  lioyal  citizens;  so  open 
your  eyes,  but  shut  your  nose  as  well  as  your  mouth  if 
you  can,  until  you  get  somewhat  accustomed  to  the 
very  strong  })erfunie  they  use  here,  called  '  Bouquet 
d'Afrique  I '  'J'herc,  we  were  tlirougli  at  last,  thanks 
to  the  one  policeman  belonging  to  Tort  lioyal ;  lie  is 
endeavouring  to  keep  order,  and  a  great  deal  of  talking 
is  going  on  between  him  and  another  black  fellow. 
Let  us  listen  to  what  they  are  saying.  '  You  move  on 
dere,  yu\i  black  nigger  you,'  says  Mr.  l\)liceman. 
*  Who  nigger  i' — you  nigger  yourself,*  retorts  the  other. 
'  Suppose  you  know  who  I  am,'  says  Bobby.  '  Yes, 
I  know  who  you  are,  you  de  constable,  but  I  claim  my 
right  to  sell  my  ice-cream.'  But  poor  Betsy  is  waiting 
all  this  time,  so  let  us  enter.  Picture  to  yourself  a 
whitcy-brown  woman,  of  rather  over  the  middle  age, 
"who  must  have  been  at  one  time  a  very  fair  s[)ecimen 
of  the  ladies  of  Port  Eoyal,  in  a  white  muslin  dress 
ives-demlletee,  and  with  a  very  gay  bandana  handker- 
chief round  her  head,  the  dress  trimmed  in  the  latest 
fashion,  with  a  great  deal  of  Grecian  bend,  and  you  see 
the  beautiful  Betsy.  Dancing  was  going  on  at  a  great 
rate,  and  many  of  our  brother  officers  might  be  seen 
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joining'  ill  the  gi'My  w>\\t/.  witli  a  zeal  that  any  poor 
London  dandy  might  wi-ll  envy.     Jii?<t  look  at  F 

Why,  lie  liaH  got  C '.s  long-tniled  bhie  on ;  '  go  it 

ngiiin,  iSarah.'  I  wonder  wliat  his  last  ))artner  would 
say  if  .slie  eould  sec  him  now.  '  How  dare  he  go 
whispering  the  .same  liattering  words  in  tliat  thing'a  ear 
as  he  did  into  mine  at  l^ady  O.'s  hist  winter!'  wouhl,  I 
cx])e('t,  l)e  tlie  exchunation.  All,  well !  we'll  hope  lie 
has  told  all  and  been  forgiven  long  ere  she  ehances  to 
read  this.  Ixefreshnient,  dolighlfnl  word,  was  now  the 
order  of  the  evening  ;  aeeordingly  we  rejjaired  with  our 
partners  to  the  kitchen,  where  an  elderly  damsel  was 
sitting  selling  bottled  beer,  ehami)agne,  cakes,  and  rum. 
Having  relVeshed  ourselves,  the  dance  was  resumed, 
and  falls  were  frequent  until  michiiglit,  when  we  thought 
it  was  time  to  return  on  board,  so  dropping  a  dollar  in 
the  poor  box  held  out  at  our  departure,  we  bid  adieu 
to  our  cliarming  hostess  and  friends,  and  the  following 
morning  were  soon  out  of  siLfht  of  Port  lioyal. 

We  left  Jamaica  for  Colon  on  January  11,  taking 
with  us  the  '^linstrel '  gunboat,  to  assist  on  arrival  in 
conveying  baggage  and  stores  to  the  shore  in  case  we 
could  not  go  alongside  the  wharf,  nt)t  knowing  the 
depth  of  water  there.  Just  before  leaving  Jamaica  we 
managed  to  engage  a  young  photograjJier  to  go  with 
us  for  the  conunission,  and  take  views  of  whatever  place 
of  interest  we  might  hap])cn  to  visit,  many  of  which 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Pacilic,  interesting  as  well  as 
beautiful,  not  yet  invaded  by  that  modern  sign  of  civi- 
lisation.    We  performed  the  passage  down  to  Colon  in 
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tlie  short  space  oi'  fifly-six  hours,  a  distance  of  about 
530  miles,  and  ou  amvinjj^,  heard  that  the  *  Zealous' 
■was  oil  the  other  side  of  the  Isthmus  anxiously  await- 
ing our  arrival,  and  that  all  arran^aMuentsi  liad  been 
made  for  our  crossing  on  the  17th  ult." 

So  now  about  to  leave  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  for 
those  of  the  Tacillc,  and  lo  commence  our  new  life 
with  light  hearts  and  joyful  aiiticii)ations,  let  us  hope 
thoy  may  be  realised,  and  that,  at  tiic  end  of  a  three 
years'  commission,  we  may  look  back  at  the  interval 
without  one  regret,  and  should  it  be  our  fortune  to 
return  the  way  we  came,  may  the  same  faces,  un- 
diminished by  the  common  enemy,  take  their  places  as 
they  did  on  this  memorable  occasion,  when,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  annals  of  naval  history,  a  ship's  com- 
pany of  GOO  men  were  to  be  transported  from  one 
ocean  to  another  ])y  hind,  and  the  process  limited  by 
the  advance  of  science  to  the  question  of  a  few  houi^s, 
instead  of  so  many  months.  But  the  description  of  our 
crossii'g  I  must  leave  for  an  abler  pen,  our  peculiar 
circumstances  being,  I  ho})e,  sudicient  apology  for  doing 
what  has  been  done  so  often  and  so  ably  before. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  13th,  we  went  alongside 
the  railway  wharf  preparatory  to  crossing.  There  are 
three  wharves  at  Coion,  each  about  800  feet  long  and 
40  broad  ;  alongside  them  is  a  mean  depth  of  27  feet, 
with  a  rise  and  fall  of  one  foot.  The  piles  are  from  the 
forest  of  Maine  (U.S.),  and  have  to  be  coppered  below 
high-water  to  resist  the  attacks  of  a  boring  worm, 
[Trrcdo jhnbriata),  a  great  wood  destroyer. 
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The  town  (as  it  is  called)  uf  Colon,  or  AspInwtJl, 
stands  on  a  small  island  called  Maiixanilla,  cnt  ofl'lVoni 
the  main  land  by  a  nairow  IVith.  This  island  is  one 
sqnarc  mile  in  exiont,  composed  of  coral,  and  only  a 
few  feet  above  the  le\el  of  hii^h  water.  'J'his  in  certain 
months  of  the  year,  owiii^i^  to  its  swampy  nature,  causes 
it  to  become  very  niihealthy. 

Immediately  liiciiii^'  you  on  landing  is  a  street  with 
few  shops,  but  many  bars;  on  the  left,  oflices  of  rail- 
way comj)any,  having  o|)|)osite,  and  on  the  other  side 
of  a  tri[)'  .  line  of  rails  lunning  in  the  middle  of  the 
street,  the  freight  dej)arlnienl,  a  solid  stone  strudure. 
Further  on  to  the  leCt,  lacing  the  harbour,  stands  a 
very  plainly-constructed  English  church,  and  close  to 
it  the  English  Consul's  house.  These,  togetlier  with  the 
hovels  of  the  negro  ])opulation,  comprise  the  town  of 
Colon.  Of  course  it  has  a  market-j)lace,  a  spot  no 
one  would  be  disposed  to  visit  a  second  time  if  possible 
to  avoid  it.  The  most  conspicuous  objects  are  tlie 
flocks  of  turkey-buzzards  one  constantly  sees  fighting 
and  scrambling  over  the  filth  a'ld  dirt  of  the  place, 
certainly  most  useful  inspectors  of  nuisances,  but  who 
do  not  seem  such  distant  relations  to  the  dirty  little 
black  children  of  both  sexes  who,  guihlcss  of  garments, 
appear  to  vie  with  the  birds  in  picking  up  what  they 
can  find. 

The  I'ailvvay  lines  run  along  the  street  in  front  of 
the  houses,  having  sidings  down  to  the  difTereut  wharves. 
No  sooner  was  the  '  Bevenge '  secured  than  baggage 
waggons   were   innuediately  run  down   to   the  ship's 
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gangway,  and  every  preparation  made  by  the  com- 
pany's servants  to  facilitate  our  transit.  So  on  Friday 
afternoon  the  work  of  clearing  out  the  ship  of  stores, 
&c.,  commenced,  and  owing  to  the  liearty  way  the  men 
worked  nearly  every  thing  was  placed  in  the  vans  that 
evening,  leaving  us  nearly  all  Saturday  to  prepare  the 
.ship  for  our  successors. 

Sunday  truly  proved  a  day  of  rest,  while  those  who 
sought  for  amusement  in  the  town  had  to  restrict 
themselves  to  seeing  a  cockfight,  which  is  about  the 
only  amusement  the  residents  of  Colon  indulge  in. 
Game  cocks  appear  to  be  very  plentiful,  every  house 
having  one  or  two  chained  by  the  leg  to  the  doorstep. 
At  the  matches  heavy  betting  takes  place,  considering 
the  poorness  of  the  population,  and  putting  two  or 
three  hundred  dollars  on  a  bird  is  not  considered  any- 
thing out  of  the  way. 

Great  excitement  is  at  times  afforded  to  the  inhabit- 
ants by  the  appearance  of  a  huge  crocodile  frequenting 
a  piece  of  water  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  varying  in 
size,  according  to  reports,  from  eighteen  to  thirty-five 
feet  in  length.  As  '  cocktails '  appeared  to  be  one  of 
the  principal  occupations  during  the  day,  that  no  doubt 
accounted  for  the  variety  of  statements  as  to  its  size, 
though  there  was  no  doubt  as  to  its  existence,  and  also 
that  every  attem])t  to  catch  the  monster  had  failed, 
though  the  most  tempting  baits  had  been  offered  to  it. 

It  was  decided  on  the  Sunday  evening  that  the  port 
watch  should  cross  the  Isthmus  on  the  following  fore- 
noon ;  consequently  there  was  a  tremendous  hurry  and 
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bustle  completing  the  preparations,  officers'  servants 
rushing  about  in  all  directions  for  carjienters  to  nail 
up,  sewing  up,  &:c.,  so  that  luggage  might  be  trans- 
ported with  as  little  damage  as  possible.  Half  the  officers 
were  to  cross  with  each  watch,  and  altogether  the 
joiu'ney  was  looked  upon  more  as  a  pic-nic  party  on  a 
large  scale. 

Monday  morning  arrived,  and  with  it  an  overpower- 
ing lieat,  which  was  not  pleasant  to  look  forward  to, 
considering  the  journey  before  us.  But  there  was  not 
much  time  to  think  about  tluit,  time  only  to  look 
round  to  see  nothing  was  left  behind,  and  one  last 
fond  look  at  the  old  ship  that  had  conveyed  us  so 
many  miles  in  safety,  not  forgetting  the  blue  Atlantic 
that  was  to  separate  us  for  three  long  years  from  all 
those  we  held  most  dear. 

But  the  bugle  sounding  the  assembly  soon  broke 
our  '  reverie,'  and  on  the  wharf  the  port  watch  were 
falling  in ;  then,  headed  by  the  drum-and-fife  band, 
marched  out  to  where  the  train  was  drawn  up  just 
outside  the  gate  of  the  wharf.  This  consisted  of  a 
very  powerful  engine  and  a  tender  stocked  with  wood, 
then  a  van  for  the  live  stock,  then  following  six  saloon 
carriages,  each  about  forty  feet  long,  fitted  up  in  the 
American  style,  with  free  communication  from  one 
end  to  another. 

Just  before  starting  a  photograph  was  taken,  the 
men  inside  and  the  officers  stanchng  outside.  Tliis 
being  satisfactorily  accomplished,  the  signal  was  given 
—a  shrill  whistle — and  the  whole  mass  moved  slowly 
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off  amid  the  acclamations  and  cheers  of  the  natives, 
in  whicli  '  Jack,'  in  tlic  excitement  of  so  novel  a  situa- 
tion, could  not  refrain  from  joining.  Once  fairly  off, 
and  having  entered  the  tropical  wilderness,  one  had 
time  to  look  round  and  form  some  idea  of  the  wild 
scenery  that  we  were  so  rapidly  passing  through. 
The  line  on  leaving  Colon  winds  its  way  through  a 
deep  cutting,  across  an  unv/holesomc  looking  morass, 
and  along  the  right  bank  of  the  river  Chagres,  of  whicli 
occasional  gUmpses  are  caught  from  amidst  the  tangled 
and  twisted  fohage  that  shuts  it  in  on  either  side  like 
dense  walls ;  where  one  can  recognise  the  cocoa-nut 
tree,  mango,  plantain,  and  almost  every  description  of 
tropical  fruit  strangling  themselves  with  vines  and 
creepers.  Eoses  and  streamers  of  every  coloured 
blossom  crowded  with  singing  birds  and  butterflies 
of  all  description  and  colour,  but  all  signs  of  civili- 
sation ceased ;  nothing  appeared  on  either  side  except 
jungle.  The  luxuriance  of  the  vegetation  was  most 
remarkable,  ferns  growing  to  a  great  height ;  every- 
thing appearing  to  grow  to  the  utmost  extent  and 
ripeness,  which  shows  how  good  the  soil  must  be, 
and  to  what  uses  it  might  be  put  if  it  was  not  for 
that  great  obstruction  to  cultivating  the  land  in  these 
regions,  viz.,  the  deadliuess  of  the  climate,  especially 
in  this  one  spot,  wdiere  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
to  live,  so  fatal  are  the  swamp  fevers.  By  this  time 
we  began  to  think  a  httlc  lunch  would  be  acceptable, 
as  the  heat  was  most  oppressive,  so  the  word  was 
passed  from  carriage  to  carriage,  and  very  soon  all 
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wore  assembled  in  tlie  end  saloon,  where  a  large 
basket  was  produced  containing  blocks  of  ice  and 
bottles  of  beer,  the  appreciation  of  which  defies  de- 
scription, but  may  be  understood,  perhaps,  by  those 
who  have  attended  '  a  Goodwood  Cup  '  on  a  hot  July 
day. 

The  '  blue- jackets  '  meanwhile  were  singina :  some 
playing  concertinas,  others  penny-whistles,  and  all  ap- 
parently enjoying  themselves.  We  crossed  the  river 
on  a  very  fine  girder  iron  l)ridge ;  the  river  appeared 
much  swollen  and  very  muddy.  Having  a  special 
train  was  rather  unfortunate  in  some  ways,  as  we 
were  unsible  to  stop  anywhere,  and  therefore  could  not 
visit  any  of  the  numerous  wigwams  whose  inhal)itants 
seemed  to  live  in  the  most  primitive  style,  sleeping 
outside  under  shady  trees  in  their  grass  hammocks, 
with  little  children,  as  black  and  naked  as  on  the  day 
of  their  birth,  running  all  about  the  place.  When 
about  two-thirds  of  the  way  across,  find  after  ascend- 
ing rather  a  steep  incline,  we  came  to  a  siding  wliere 
we  drew  up,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  letting 
the  old  ('  Zealous ')  crew  pass,  as  the  line  is  single  with 
this  exception.  Here  all  the  odicers  got  out  whilst 
we  were  waiting  in  anxious  expectation  to  catch  a 
glimpse  of  our  friends,  and  give  them  a  cheer  as  they 
jjassed.  Suddenly  there  was  a  rush  for  the  carriages 
as  a  whistle  was  heard  foretelling  their  approach,  and 
in  a  minute  or  two  the  two  trains  were  (as  Jack  would 
say)  alongside  each  other,  and  the  cheering  that  ensued 
was   overpowering.      The   train   stopped;    everybody 
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poured  out;  old  friends,  old  shipmates  raccting,  not 
having  seen  earh  other  for  years,  and  in  the  middle  of 
the  Istlnnus  of  Pannma.  It  was  a  strange  scene  this 
meeting — in  a  wild  spot,  away  from  any  civilised 
abode ;  each  had  been  looking  forward  to  it  for  some 
time,  and  then  it  came :  a  hurried  grasp  of  the  hand, 
a  few  words  in  haste,  and  then  the  two  trains  moved 
slowly  off  in  opposite  directions,  one  party  homeward 
and  the  other  outward  bound. 

Fortunately  we  had  not  many  more  miles  to  travel, 
as  after  so  much  excitement  tlic  novelty  of  the  situa- 
tion had  nearly  worn  off.  Already  the  summit  of 
Mount  Ancon  was  in  sight  on  our  right  hand,  whose 
southern  base  is  bathed  by  the  blue  waters  of  the 
Pacific ;  and  on  the  left  one  could  plainly  see  the 
*  cerro  do  los  buccaneros,'  or  the  '  hill  of  the  bucca- 
neers,' from  the  summit  of  which  the  terrible  Morgan 
first  looked  on  Panama  in  the  year  1G70. 

We  rattle  on,  anxious  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
Pacific,  scream  through  one  or  two  stations,  sweep 
round  the  base  of  Mount  Ancon,  and  at  last  the  cry 
of  '  Panama  in  sight.'  Before  us  are  the  tall  spires  of 
the  cathedral,  the  long  metal  roofing  of  the  '  terminus,' 
and  the  quiet  waters  of  the  Pacific.  Shortly  after- 
wards we  drew  up  in  the  station,  and  were  greeted  on 
the  platform  by  our  Consul,  who  informed  us  a  steamer 
was  waiting  at  the  end  of  the  wharf  to  convey  us  to 
our  future  home,  II.M.S.  'Zealous,'  and  that  all 
arrangements  had  been  made  with  regard  to  the  con- 
veyance of  the  baggage  on  board  that  evening.     So 
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when  all  were  on  board  the  steamer,  wc  steamecl  out  to 
the  Bay  of  Panama,  and  soon  the  'Zealous'  was  seen 
lying  a  long  way  ofl",  nearly  i\nu  iuiles  in  tiie  direction 
of  the  Island  of  Taboga.  Li  ijie  bay  the  priiicipal 
objects  that  catch  the  eye  arc  large  flocks  of  pelicans. 
The  brown  jjelican  is  a  permanent  resident  on  the 
southern  coasts  of  America,  frequenting  Tanama  Lay, 
the  Gulfs  of  California  and  Mexico,  and  oilier  places. 

At  last  we  were  alongside  the  '  Zealous,'  and  heartily 
glad  to  get  on  board  after  the  fatigues  of  the  day.  We 
were  kindly  welcomed  by  Admiral  and  Mrs.  Hastings 
and  all  the  remaining  officers.  They  crossed  over  the 
next  day,  and  that  evening  likewise  arrived  the  re- 
mainder of  our  officers  and  men.  The  transposition 
was  now  complete  ;  we  hoisted  tlie  Hag  the  following 
day,  and  saluted  it  with  thirteen  guns.  Our  ciiiise  in 
the  Pacific  was  begun ;  this  shall  end  the  first  chapter 
of '  Our  Journal' 
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CHAPTER  IT. 

IRAVE  PANAMA — PUT  IN  AT  Till;  OALAPAQOS  ISLANDS— ACCOUNT  OP 
CIIAKI-KH  IHI-ANI) — rUOCKKI)  ON  OUli  JOUKNEY— AM  CHKMF.N TS  AT  8F,A 
— AlUUVE   AT  SAN    FUANCISCO — DESCRIPTION   OP   lUAT  CITY. 

Wk  left  runaniii  in  tlie  'Zealous  '  on  January  25,  and 
went  over  to  the  island  of  Taboga  to  coal.  Our  final 
start  for  the  Sandwich  Islands  was  made  on  the  27lh. 
Weather  fine,  but  hot.  Passed  great  quantities  of 
turtle,  and  on  one  or  two  occasions  tried  lo  harpoon 
some,  but  unsuccessfully.  It  can  only  be  done  when 
they  are  iloating  asleep  on  the  surface.  Crossed  the 
'  Line  '  for  the  first  time  in  the  '  Zealous '  on  February  2, 
but  Neptune  did  not  come  on  boaid,  and  the  usual 
festivities  were  dispensed  with.  It  is  a  custom  dying 
out  to  a  great  extent,  being  without  rhyme  or  reason, 
and  often  causinir  ill-feelinix  or  accidents. 

Passing  close  to  the  Galapagos  Islands,  the  Admiral 
determined  to  put  in  and  try  if  we  could  not  obtain 
some  fresh  meat  and.  vegetables,  of  which  we  were 
greatly  in  need.  So,  accordingly,  we  anchored  off 
Charles  Island  on  February  4.  A  '  sportsman  '  gives 
us  a  very  good  account  of  this  interesting  island  : — 

'  Hearing  a  fabulous  account  of  the  wild  cattle,  wild 
pigs,  goats,  and  ducks  to  be  found  on  the  [)lain  in  the 
interior  of  the  island,  a  party  of  sportsmen  (of  which 
the  writer  w\as  one)  started  from  the  sjiip  in  the  gig  at 


Cii.  II. 


flALAr.WOS  ISLANDS 


17 


(liiyli^'lit  on  llu'  ')tli,  uiidci-  tlic  ijuidaiicc  of  a  nnlivc,  or 
ratlu'i',  "mliuhilaiit,  aiMiicd  w  itli  rillo  and  nun.  'In  ob- 
tain a  laiidiiiL'-placc  at  the  nearest  jxdiil  t<»  llic  plain, 
we  had  In  |)nll  ralher  in<ti'e  than  t.vo  miles  alonj^  a 
ruuyed  shori!.  On  onr  way  we  encDuntered  innneiisc; 
shoals  of  li.sh,  playinjjj  lazily  on  the  surface  of  tlu; 
water,  occasionally  disturbed  by  the  swoo[)  of  a  pelican 
or  <:fannct,  or  by  the  more  stcaltliy  attack  of  a  seal, 
numbers  of  which  wesaw;  also  many  turtle,  the  latter 
too  wide  awake  to  be  caught  ;  but  with  a  small  boat 
and  a  turtle-pe<^'  ihey  couid  easily  have  been  taken. 
Owinj^  to  imnuiiiily  from  the  persecution  of  man,  the 
sea  birds  were  wonderfully  tame,  walchin;^'  our  aj)- 
proach  with  the  utmost  unconcern,  llaviiin"  landed, 
and  hauled  our  boat  up  on  a  shelving  beach  of  sand 
and  powdered  scorite,  we  entered  a  pathway  leading 
through  serid)by  mimosa,  and  lealless,  ])arched-up 
shrubs,  nourished  on  a  soil  of  basaltic  lavji  and  seoriie. 
'  After  a  walk  of  two  miles  wo  reached  the  settK-ment, 
consisting  of  about  forty  people — k^i)aniards  and  half- 
castes —  living  under  rude  tents,  or  rather  awnings, 
^vhose  occupation  is  to  collect  orchilla  weed,  which 
possesses  valuable  dyiting  qualities.  There  was  but 
one  woman  in  the  community,pr()bal)Iy  ''washerwoman- 
general  " — if  they  indulged  in  such  a  luxury,  which  their 
general  a|)pearance  did  not  lead  one  to  su])|)ose — or 
"  maid-of-all-work."  A  rather  fine-looking  man  ap- 
proached, whom  they  informed  me  was  the  "Governor," 
and  had  the  air  of  a  well-to-do  Spaniard.  lie  received 
us  courteously,  and  by  means  of  a  veiy  small  stock  of 
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►^pmiiNli  mid  a  littlo  Fi'cncli,  T  wms  uhlc  lo  <iiitlu'r  from 
him  tlint  lie  reiitH  three  of  the  Giiliipiij^'os  ^froii[)  from 
lh(!  Kciiiidor  OovcrmiU'iit,  iil  ii  rent  of  l/JOO  dolliirs 
(iiboiil  UK)/.)  per  iimmm,  the  prcxUico  of  wind i  wlutlly 
hc'loiigs  to  him  ;  bill  the  orchilhi,  Jilroady  alluded  to, 
is  I  lie  only  article  e.\poited. 

*llavii»g  been  joined  by  another  party  from  the  ship, 
also  in  pursuit  of  game,  a('comi)anie(l  by  "  llis  K.xci'l- 
leiicy,"  we  proceeded  on  our  way  to  the  ])lain.  As  we 
Wound  along  by  a  tortuous  path  towards  the  centre 
of  I  III!  island,  the  brushwood  improved  in  size  and 
np|)earance,  relieved  by  (lowering  shrubs,  and  here; 
and  there  a  large  tree  reared  its  liead.  Innumer- 
able small  birds,  some  of  bright  [)Iuniage,  twittered 
among  the  branches,  and  several  gocxl  sj)ecimens 
were  (obtained  by  our  indefatigable  naturalist,  the 
doctor. 

'After  a  laborious  walk  of  three  miles  in  an  op])rcs- 
sively  close,  hot  atmosphere,  without  a  breath  of  wind, 
we  topped  the  head  of  the  gorge,  lying  between  a  high 
volcanic  cone  on  one  side,  and  a  wooded  hill  on  the 
other,  and  entered  the  plain,  which  may  be  from  eight 
to  ten  miles  long,  and  four  broad.  The  soil  seemed  to 
be  decomposed  lava  and  clay,  on  whieh  was  a  thick 
covering  of  Guinea  grass,  olTering  excellent  ])a*ture 
for  the  wild  cattle,  &c.  In  some  places  the  plain 
is  open  and  [)arkdike ;  in  others,  wooded,  with 
trees  o.  considerable  size,  princij)ally  a  species  of 
acacia,  but  interspersed  with  fruit  and  other  trees, 
amongst  which  the  fig-tree  was  conspicuous  for  spread 
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of  hi'aiich  and  rich  loliaiic  Tlicn'  arc  also  lime, 
oraiifjo,  r-liLM'imoya,  and  otlicis,  no  donl)t,  in  tliis 
fertile  plain. 

'  rusiriiitr  across  the  plain  we  came  to  a  small  muddy 
piece  of  water,  on  which  reposed  a  lUwk  of  unwary 
teal,  which  allowi'd  us  to  approach  within  easy  .shot, 
when,  havin<^  taken  win<j,  .i  V(»Iley  brouj^dit  down 
twelve,  wliicli  were  all  secured  thiough  the  encr}iy  of 
our  ;^oo(l  retriever  "  Dash."  The  teal  I  found  slightly 
din'crent  from  the  I'jiglish  bird  ;  it  was  in  vain  I  looked 
for  the  beautiful  barred  leather  so  dear  to  an^K-rs.  1 
thonj^ht  I  had  obtained  a  prize  in  shoolin;^'  them,  but 
their  value  was  diminished  in  my  estimation  wlicii  ujy 
favourite  featlier  "  was  not."  In  the  vicinity  of  the 
pond  I  observed  a  splendid  white  bull  and  a  cow,  but 
failed  to  get  a  shot.  1  niight,  indeed,  have  wounded 
the  noble  animal,  but  this  I  should  have  regretted. 
These  were  the  only  wild  cattle  I  fell  in  with.  This 
pond,  being  the  only  piece  of  water  in  the  j)lain,  is 
resorted  to  by  all  the  wild  animals  for  drinking  ;  it  was, 
however,  too  muddy  and  foul  for  our  use,  so  we  were 
fain  to  make  for  a  spring  about  a  mile  ofl",  en  roiiti'  to 
which  we  encountered  the  other  party,  which  liad 
separated  from  us  on  entering  the  plain.  They  had 
seen  a  large  herd  of  cattle,  but  had  failed  to  bring  any 
down.  The  s[)ring,  which  we  duly  arrived  at,  trickles 
over  a  perpendicular  rock,  sliaded  by  trees,  and  in  the 
slo})e  below,  watered  by  the  rill,  is  a  grove  of  plantains, 
banana,  and  orange  trees  ;  none  of  these  were  ripe,  but 
the  spot  was  cool,  and  wo  enj(»yed  our  limch  and  pipe, 
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wliicli    we    roiisidcri'fl     had    litcii    well    (.'anicd,   mild 
tlioiigh  our  sj)ort  had  btvii. 

'  Fu  the  nei<j;hl)()iirh()()d  we  observed  a  mimher  of 
small  caves  hollowed  out  of  the  tai)a  rock,  and 
used  evidently  for  the  i)uri)ose  oi'  shelter;  some  also 
for  ovens  wherein  to  bake  meat,  as  the  ashes  of  fires 
ti'stiiied,  and  the  whiteninii,'  bones  of  many  animals 
indicated  the  shand)les  close  at  hand.  Charles  Island 
was  at  one  time  a  penal  settlement  of  Ecuador,  and 
this  plain  is  said  to  have  been  once  well  cultivated  and 
to  have  produced  abundance  of  maixe,  vegt'tables,  and 
fruit,  (.)f  which  there  are  amj)le  indications.  At  an 
earlier  ])criod  the  buccaneers  resorted  here  Ibr  refresh- 
ments, and  to  rel't  their  vesst'ls.  Whalei's  also  made 
it  a  place  of  call.  Sevend  thousand  head  of  wild 
cattle,  besides  j)iu's  and  goats,  roam  on  its  j)lains,  no 
doubt  brought  originally  from  tin-  coutiueut.  There 
used  also  to  be  immense  muubers  of  tei'rafiu  (a  land 
tortoise),  whii'li  reached  an  immense  size — frequently 
several  hundredweiuht ;  but  these  have  alu  ost  dis- 
apj)eared  from  Charles  Island  (albeit  the}'  abound  in 
some  of  the  other  isltmds).  Their  ilesh  is  excellent  and 
well  esteemed  ;  the  v/halers  tciok  them  on  board  as 
fresh  provisions.  There  are  also  large  iguanos  and 
lizards  ;  the  former  inhabit  the  sea  shore,  and  are  web- 
footed,  which  enables  them  to  search  in  the  water  for 
a  sea-weed  they  are  fond  of. 

'The  climate  of  Charles  Island  is  very  temj)erale 
considering  its  position  close  to  the  Equator.  TIkmo 
is  no  reuular  rainv  season,  but   the  showers  are  more 
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frequent  and  heavier  in  ()el()l)er,  Xovi'niher,  and  De 
eenil)er  than  at  other  periods,  'i'he  innnunity  of  the 
Gahij)agos  from  lsih'mI  h'-at  may  he  aeeouuted  lor  by 
tlie  stream  of  cool  water  (llnmholdt's  Current)  which 
encircles  tlieir  sliores,  at  a  temi)eratnre  of  02"  to  72°. 
The  <i;roup  is  entirely  volcanic,  and  their  origin  of  not  ;i 
very  remote  date.  Each  island  has  one  or  more  craters, 
all  extinct  but  one,  which  occasionally  gives  signs  of  life. 
'J'he  slumberiiiii;  (ires  may,  however,  a<'ain  burst  forth 
with  terrific  grandeur  during  one  of  those  convulsions 
of  nature  so  i'requent  along  the  coast  of  Peru. 

'  r)Ul  it  was  now  lime  to  return  on  board,  so,  accom- 
j)anii'd  by  the  Governor,  we  embai'kcd  and  reached 
the  shi])  at  1  p.m.,  our  bag  being  twelve  teal  and  two 
iguanos  ;  the  other  i)arty  had,  perhaps  what  was  even 
more  acceptable — two  pigs.  We  were  rather  startled 
on  our  way  back  to  the  ship  by  the  a[)pearance  of  a 
shoal  of  very  large  porpoises  all  round  the  boat,  wliicli 
gave  good  sport  to  a  rifle,  and  several  were  hit,  but 
time  would  not  permit  us  to  stop  and  make  an  addition 
toourba<^  The  Governoi- generously  i^ave  us  200  lbs. 
of  meat,  and  in  return  we  presented  him  with  ale, 
porter,  and  biscuit,  I  now  conclude  this  short  account 
of  a  not  very  successful  day's  s[)ort,  hoping  at  some 
future  day  to  renew  my  acquaintance  with  the  wild 
cattle  on  Charles  Island.' 

We  left  Charles  Island  on  the  aftern(Jon  of  the  oth, 
and  were  innnediately  beset  by  calms,  but  not  having 
nmch  coal  on  board  were  chary  of  getting  up  steam. 

But   steaming   to  the   south-west  on  the   lOlh,  we 
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picked  up  a  fair  wind  tlie  next  day  and  made  sail, 
tli(ni<4li  tlie  l>roeze  was  very  light.  Lookin*;  forward 
to  a  lontf  passage,  of  which  lliis  was  only  tlie  fore- 
runner of  others  in  the  future  quite  as  tedious,  to  vary 
the  monotony  and  to  create  amusement  we  determined 
to  institute  a  debating  club  on  board,  which  should 
hold  its  meetings  once  a  week.  The  subject  to  be 
introduced  in  the  form  of  a  lecture  on  any  topic  bar 
three:  religion,  discij^line,  and  politics  of  the  ])resent 
day-— discussions  on  which  subjects  had  better  be 
avoided. 

On  February  23,  being  becalmed,  we  had  recourse 
to  steam.  Things  beijan  to  look  serious;  our  stock  of 
jH'ovisions  getting  low,  our  coal  diminishing  ra|)idly, 
and  still  more  than  two  thousand  miles  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, as  by  this  time  wo.  had  given  up  all  idea  of  going 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands  this  cruise.  This  ship,  though 
good  in  acconnnodation  and  ventilation,  is  hardl}'  fitted 
I'or  a  station  like  the  Tacific,  where  you  are  necessitated 
to  be  so  nuich  at  sea,  and  must  therefi)re  depend  chielly 
on  your  sail  power,  and  ought  to  be  able  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  every  hght  breeze,  in  which  this  ship  does 
little. 

On  February  24  we  came  across  a  very  light  breeze, 
which  contiinied  with  occasional  calms  up  to  March  1, 
when  \\v  at  last  iell  in  with  the  long-hjoked  and  wished- 
for  trade-wind,  and  began  faiily  to  move.  On  March  3 
we  had  our  first  meetinix  of  the  debating-  club,  when 
a  lecture  was  given  by  the  Ciiaj)lain  '  On  the  Laws  of 
Nature  as  regulating  tlie  conchu'l  of  Man,  independent 
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of  Eeligioii,'  whicli  was  delivered  witli  an  eloquence 
equally  his  cliaraetcristic  in  llie  pulijit.  There  was 
not  nuich  debating-,  the  sul)jeot  perhaps  being  too 
deep.  The  following  week  the  Admiral  gave  a  very 
interesting  lecture  on  the  atmosphere,  explauiing  the 
cause  of  the  trade-winds  and  the  production  of 
moisture.  We  continued  to  run  up  with  the  north- 
east trade  till  March  18,  when  it  began  to  iliil  us,  and 
the  next  day  wc  arrived  at  tlic  '  Variables,'  being  now 
470  miles  from  San  Francisco,  with  very  little  coal 
and  a  scarcity  of  provisions.  For  the  next  week  we 
were  unable  to  make  much  headway  owing  to  calms 
and  badling  winds,  so  had  to  exercise  our  patience 
as  best  we  could.  We  heard  a  very  interesting  lec- 
ture on  Warren  Hastings  from  F ,  also  one  from 

the  Ca})tain  on  mesmerism  and  spiritualism,  which  we 
were  all  advised  to  have  nothing  to  do  with,  '  they 
being  agents  of  the  devil,'  who  has  a))parently  a  great 
deal  to  answer  for.  On  March  17  we  got  a  strong 
fiiir  wind,  and  being  only  100  miles  olTthe  day  before, 
expected  to  get  in  that  morning.  But  when  we 
arrived  within  thirty  miles  of  our  port  the  wind  in- 
creased to  a  gale  from  the  northward,  and  having 
only  about  twenty  tons  of  coal  left,  we  found  our- 
selves making  very  little  headway,  and  expending 
that  valuable  article  to  no  purpose.  So  we  were  in 
rather  a  fix,  if  blown  away  from  our  port  with 
such  a  small  stock  of  orovisions,  not  knowin<j"  when 

1  '  i.-J 

we  might  get  in,  with  scurvy  appearing  on  board. 
There  was  no  help  ibr  it,  however,  but  to  make  sail 
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and  heat  about  till  wc  could  get  closer  or  the  wind 
^vent  down. 

TluiL  afternoon  a  sad  accident  occurred  to  add  to  the 
ills  of  our  position ;  a  man  fell  down  from  aloft,  IVac- 
tui'ing  liin  skull,  and  died  shortly  afterwards.  Most 
fortunately  the  wind  subsided  dunng  the  night,  and 
the  following  morning  it  was  (juite  calm,  so  we  got 
steam  up,  being  thirty  miles  ofl',  with  about  twelve 
tons  of  coal  left.  But  even  then  it  was  very  close 
woik,  because  when  we  neared  the  harbour  we  found 
a  strong  tide  running  against  us,  but  by  dint  of  assist- 
ing our  coal  with  wood  iust  manawd  to  steam  throuiib 
the  Golden  Gate,  and  anchored  oil  the  town  of  San 
Fi'ancisco.  The  following  account  of  our  stay  there 
will  give  tlie  reader  some  idea  of  the  place  and  its 
inhabitants. 

We  arrived  at  San  Francisco  on  i\Iarcli  28,  after 
having  been  sixty  days  t)nt  at  sea  from  Panama;  dur- 
ing which  time  Ave  had  not  been  livinif  on  the  fat  of 
the  land,  so  the  sight  of  a  town,  with  visions  of  beef 
and  nuitton  floating  before  flie  imagination,  was  very 
])leasant  to  us.  San  Francisco  is  a  very  line-looking 
town,  and  reminds  me  nuich  of  Quebec,  having  the 
same  shape  of  river  and  descri])tion  of  steamer  plying 
on  il.  It  is  most  wondcri'nl  to  observe  the  progress  this 
town  ]u\>  made  in  an  incredibly  short  time.  To  under- 
stand this  fnlly  it  is  necessary  to  look  at  the  histoiy  of 
the  State  of  which,  though  Sacramento  is  the  capital,  it 
is  the  largest  and  most  important  town. 

California   was   discovered  in   l')-]7   by  Cortex,  and 
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iiKiiiy  surmises  li;iv<;  since  been  put  forth  concer'.iin!^ 
Aviieiiee  this  name  was  derived.  As  t]ie  discoverers 
wore  Spaniards,  man\'  favour  the  supj)i)>iti()U  tliat  it 
came  from  two  words,  'caliente,'  liot,  and  '  fornalla,'  u 
furnace,  an  alhision  ])roi)ahly  to  its  climate.  That 
certainly  is  unlike  almost  every  other  country,  but  not 
so  much  on  account  of  its  heat  as  that  changes  are  less 
frequent,  and  not  so  stron_Ldy  marked.  Thus,  on  an 
average,  it  has  been  computed  there  are  over  two 
hundred  clear  days  in  a  yetir  without  a  cloud,  and  sixty 
of  rain.  Few  countries  can  l)oast  that.  About  lialf  as 
nuieli  rain  falls  in  San  Francisco  during  the  year  as  in 
the  eastern  States,  and  nearly  all  the  I'ain  falls  between 
November  and  June.  Seldom  indeed  does  it  fall  in 
any  of  the  other  uionths. 

We  know  dittle  of  California  for  300  years  after 
its  discoveiy,  and  few  records  of  those  times  luive 
been  ])reserved.  We  know  the  aborigines  of  California 
were  very  numerous  at  that  time,  and  for  many  years 
it  was  a  puzzle  where  they  originally  came  from. 
Time  has  elucidated  the  mystery.  Speaking  on  this 
subject,  Mr.  Cronise,  in  his  admirable  work  on  the 
'  Wealth  of  Califoi'uia,'  says,  '  The  Hindoo,  Chinese, 
and  Japanese  annals  all  correspond  in  recording  the 
fact  that  about  the  year  1280,  Genghis  Khan,  a  great 
Mongul  chief,  whose  name  was  a  terror  in  Euroj)e,  at 
the  same  time  invaded  China  with  hordes  of  barbarians 
from  Tartary,  whom  his  descendants  hold  in  subjection 
at  the  present  time.  Having  accomplished  this  object, 
he  fitted  out  an  expedition  consisting  of  210,000  men 
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m  400  sliips,  under  coiiiinniid  of  Kiiblai  Klian,  one  of 
his  sons,  t'oi-  the  })urj)()se  of  conquering  Jii[)iin.  While 
tliis  e\i)e(litiou  wus  on  the  pa.'^sage  between  tlie  two 
countries  a  violent  storm  arose,  wliich  destroyed  a  great 
j)art  of  the  fleet,  and  drove  many  of  the  vessels  on  the 
coast  of  America.' 

Grotius  says,  'The  Peruvians  were  a  Chinese  colony, 
and  the  Spaniards  found  at  the  entiy  of  the  PacifiG 
Ocean,  on  coming  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  the 
wrecks  of  Chinese  vessels.' 

'  There  are  proofs  clear  and  certain  that  Mango 
Capac,  founder  of  the  Peruvian  race,  was  the  son  of 
Kiiblai  Khan,  the  commander  of  this  expedition,  and 
that  the  ancestors  of  Montezuma,  who  were  from 
Assam,  arrived  about  the  same  time.  Every  custom 
described  by  their  Spanisli  conquerors  proves  their 
Asiatic  origin.' 

According  to  the  same  writer  (Cronise)  the  aborigines 
of  California  have  decreased  in  forty  years — 1823  to 
1803— from  100,hOO  to  20,000.  Of  course  it  is  i)er- 
fectly  open  to  question  these  surmises.  The  obscurity 
attached  to  the  history  of  California  continues  till  about 
the  year  1823,  when  it  falls  into  the  clutches  of  Mexico. 
This  country  retained  possession  for  thirteen  years,  when 
it  became  independent.  The  United  States  took  pos- 
session of  California  in  1840,  and  it  was  just  at  this  time 
that  gold  was  discovered  there  in  abundance.  Owing  to 
this  all  nations  flocked  here  in  great  numbers,  so  that 
in  1850  San  Francisco  rose  up  out  of  nothing  and 
speedily  became  the  fine  toAvn  it  is  now. 
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J)iit  tVom  18').')  to  ISOO  tluTc  prevailed  social  and 
])()liti('al  disorganisation.  Unscrnpulous  adventurers, 
or  more  correctly,  rowdies,  held  for  some  time  nn- 
dis[)uted  sway,  ■while  universal  sufTrage  enabled  them 
to  use  their  power  in  a  most  corrupt  and  detrimental 
manner  to  the  ])ublic  welfare.  Crimes  were  committed 
daily,  and  no  life  or  ])roperty  was  secure.  This  state 
of  afiliirs  brought  about  that  extraordinary  combination 
known  as  the  Vigilance  Connnittee.  This  was  first  in- 
sti,  ted  in  1851,  but  only  existed  for  a  short  time.  In 
185(5,  after  a  l^ad  state  had  prevailed  for  some  time,  it 
was  brought  to  a  climax  by  the  shooting  in  open  day 
of  a  popular  newspaper  editor  who  had  been  ])romi- 
nent  in  exposing  abnses.  The  crime  was  committed 
by  a  well-known  ruflian  and  malefactor,  but  who 
attained  some  position  in  San  Francisco  by  a  glib- 
ness  of  tongue  and  plenty  of  audacity.  But  when 
this  event  look  place  the  whole  popuhition  rose  in 
indiunation.  The  Vigilance  Committee  was  re-or- 
ganised,  and  out  of  12,000  white  inhal)itants  0,000 
became  members.  They  set  the  law  at  defiance;  took 
the  murderer  out  of  gaol  and  hung  him  ;  then  pro- 
ceeded to  arrest  a  large  number  of  persons  who  had 
committed  crimes  ;  executc'd  two  more,  and  banished 
others.  For  eight  months  they  remained  masters  of 
the  city;  neither  the  militia  nor  legislature  could  do 
anything. 

The  effect  was  most  beneficial.  No  ])uiiishments 
weie  inllicted  without  a  trial  that  was  conducted  de- 
liberately, and  there  was  no  haste  to  execute  sentences. 
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No  jiidiciiil  jmuH'ss  could  rclciisf  a  in;iii  wliom  thoylnul 
.si'iitc'iiccd.  'I'liis  \'iL2il;iii('i3  Commitlce  condiK'tcd  all  its 
l)iisiiH'ss  secrclly,  and  no  record  of  ils  transactions  has 
yet  been  published.  Il  is  universally  l)elieved  that 
entire  control  was  vested  in  an  executive  board  of" 
thirty-tliree,  chosen  at  one  of  the  first  nieetiii;is.  ]iut 
their  names  never  a])])eared,  though  they  really  had 
ail  absolute  power.  Whom  they  ordered  to  l)e  huwj^ 
were  lunig,  to  be  ini[)risoiied  were  imprisoned  ; 
yet  there  never  has  been  any  accusation  of  injustice 
or  partiality,  Ibr  all  who  were  punished  richly  de- 
served it. 

After  this  committee  was  disbanded  the  members 
allowed  the  usual  procedure  of  law  to  take  its  place. 
Certainly  it  was  an  organisation  without  its  like  in 
hist<ny,  and  many  now  si)eak  of  it  almost  as  if  de- 
sirous of  its  revival.  Sure  it  is,  that  rather  than 
submit  to  the  sway  of  such  rutliaus  as  then  existed, 
the  slumberin<>"  eneruies  of  this  conmiittee  will  auain 
be  roused. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  Pacific  railroad  has 
been  built,  and  f^aii  Fj'ancisco,  as  the  terminus,  re- 
ceived a  great  impetus  from  that  undertaking.  But 
it  brought  a  great  nuinl^er  of  adventurers  from  the 
eastern  States,  so  that  the  labour  market  is  over- 
stocked. Besides,  there  is  a  large  colony  of  China- 
men who  mono[)olise  nearly  all  the  labour.  They 
are  not  so  quick  as  white  men,  but  very  steady,  and 
work  at  half  the  price.  But  this  latter  fact  causes 
them  to  be  viewed   with   great  disfavour  by  a  large 
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«0('t,  cliii-dy  Iri.Ii,  s.)  (luit   iniiiiy  predict  a  gruiul  row 
iK'twc'cu  tlicin  Ijc'loru  l()ii<f. 

There  is  a  very  good   crieket    utouikI  ;iI    S.iii    Fraii- 
cisco,  jiiid  a  eliMlleiige  came  lioin   the  chil)  direclly  we 
aiTive(h     The  day  npjx.iiited,  howewr,  pi'c.vi'd  we(,  .so 
tliat  after  l)layiiig  a  short  time  we  were  coinpeljcd  lo 
adjourn.      We  exi)erieiiced  while  in  llie  fiehl  the  .^liock 
of  an  eartlujuake.     Tliey  are  of  iVequent  occurrence  in 
San  Francisco,  thougli  varying  in  .severity.     It  is,  they 
.say,  a  cui-ious  lime   when  a,  severe  eartlirpiake  takes 
l)Uice.       All    business    is    .suspended,    and    everybody 
rushes  into  the  .streets,  whei-e  tluy  wait  till  all  danger 
is  over.     Women  have  a  great  dread  of  eartli(|uakes, 
from  the  peculiar  sensation  of  helplessness  attached  to 
these  visitations. 

Our  adjourned  match  took  place  a  few  days  later, 
but  after  a  close  game  concluded  in  favour  of  our 
adversaries,  who  won  by  fourteen  runs.  Our  short 
stay  at  San  Francisco  was  also  signali.sed  by  various 
dances  and  pic-nics,  and  all  will  remember  wi4h  plea- 
sure our  trips  to  Oaklands.  But  before  saying  good- 
bye to  San  Francisco,  I  nuist  say  a  few  words  a])out 
the  town  and  its  inhtdoitant.s  though  it  needs  a  longer 
stay  than  ours  proved  to  give  anything  like  a  just 
description.  Con.sideriiig  its  age  as  a  city,  one  can- 
not help  remarking  the  size  and  solidity'of  .some  of 
its  buihlings,  and  also  the  business-like  appein'ance 
of  its  inhabitants,  all  a])i)arently  bent  on  one  object, 
iIk' making  of  money.  I  should  think  it  mu.st  be  the 
most  cosniopoliian  town  in  the  world.     Here  vou  .see 
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fill  nations.  Scotch  uiul  Irish  al)')uiul  in  great  nunibors, 
but  do  not  seem  to  live  in  harmony  toirt'tlier,  the  orderly 
habits  and  persevering  thrift  of  tlie  one  not  being  agree- 
able to  the  liohemian  tastes  of  the  other.  In  fact,  the 
Irish  here,  who,  to  speak  the  truth,  are  the  lowest  of 
their  class,  arc  a  source  of  annoyance  to  everybody. 
To  the  Americans,  because  they  are  the  continual 
cause  of  rows,  and  muster  a  large  force  of  Fenian 
su])porters,  which  movement  certainly  finds  no  coun- 
tenance with  the  respectable  portion  of  the  American 
connnunity  ;  to  the  Scotch,  because  a  certain  amount 
of  the  odium  their  conduct  elicits  is  reflected  on  them  ; 
and  lastlj%  to  the  poor  Chinese,  whom  they  are  always 
threatening  to  exterminate,  because  they  find  no  didi- 
culty  in  getting  work.  Talking  of  the  Chinese,  it  is 
very  curious  to  see  the  portion  of  the  town  which  they 
inhabit,  and  which  is  devoted  exclusively  to  them. 
Here  they  cany  on  their  trades,  and  practise  all  pi'o- 
fessions,  adapting  themselves  to  a  strange  country  with 
wonderful  facility.  Nay,  I  am  even  told  that  Chinese 
doctors  are  in  great  request  among  the  white  people, 
especially  among  the  women,  though  it  is  difficult  to 
believe  credulity  would  counteract  the  feeling  of  re- 
pugnance at  such  an  innovation  of  the  domestic  hearth. 
A  great  love  of  the  old  country  exists  in  this  migratory 
race.  You  see  them  everywhere  on  this  side  of  North 
and  South  America,  and  you  will  always  find  a  half- 
expressed  hope  and  desire  to  return  at  some  period  to 
their  native  land,  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  amassed 
money  enough.     With  that  end  in  view  they  plod  on 
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])jiti('ntly  and  |)('rsevi'riii<jly,  iiiniiovod  by  scorn  nnd 
contuuR'ly,  till  tliuy  arc  ciiMblud  to  return  Id  tlicir 
native  coiintrj^  live  tlicrc  quietly  the  rest  of  their  days, 
and  be  buried  in  their  own  village*.  Now,  it  is  a  con- 
stant habit,  if  a  Chinaman  dies  in  San  Francisco,  for  his 
friends  to  subscribe  and  send  his  body  across  in  a 
steamer  for  burial ;  which,  if  they  knew  it,  would 
cause  no  small  disgust  to  the  passengers.  I  should 
liave  hked  to  have  learnt  more  (.)f  the  manners  and 
customs  of  this  extraordinary  people,  who  date  their 
existence  back  so  many  thou>aiid  years,  but  I  hope  to 
do  so  on  some  future  visit,  convinced  that  i'urther  ex- 
amination would  be  amply  re[)aid  in  interest  and 
.amusement. 

Tlie  Americans  are  essentially  speculators.  Luck  is 
the  goddess  at  whose  shrine  they  worshij);  its  narrow 
|)ath  has  more  charms  than  the  broad  road  of  time,  and 
hard  work  ;  to  make  fortunes  by  a  single  cast  of  the  die, 
rather  than  accumulate  riches  by  a  life's  perseverance. 
Hence  in  America  the  prevalence  of  gambling,  which 
infests  all  classes,  and  is  probably  the  cause  of  more 
crimes  than  anything  else.  San  Francisco  nuiy  vie,  no 
doubt,  with  any  of  its  eastern  brethren  in  this  respect, 
though,  from  the  secrecy  in  which  these  ])i-ocee(lings 
are  carried  out,  it  is  diflicult  for  a  stranger  to  find  out 
such  an  evil  exists.  He  will  not,  however,  long  remain 
in  ignorance.  The  intimation  generally  comes  about  in 
this  way, 'and  I  sj)eak  from  pei'soniil  exj)erience.  A 
well-dressed  man  comes  up  to  you  in  tlie  street,  or  a 
shi>p,  and  requests  you  will  take  a  glass  of  wine  with 
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liiin  ftt  liis  flub.  Kitlicr  you  niv  a  iioviro,  or  niriosily 
j)i'oiii|)tM.  Til  iiiiy  otlicM'couiitiy  but  Aincricii  you  would 
sit  ouce  I'ci'usi'.  Ib.TC  you  lu'cei)!.  Uv.  Icmls  tln'  wny, 
tiniis  ill  III  ;i  door,  up  :i  ftiw  steps,  anotlicr  door  with  ii 
sinidl  trap  liatcli,  a  knock,  a  Ijicc;  pocrs  throii^ili,  it  is 
ojKMic'd;  you  enter,  and  liiul  yourself  iu  a  jfambliu^ 
saloon.  Not  a  lai'ge  room  lull  of  people,  but  a  small 
web  with  about  six  sj)id('rs.  Your  conductor  |)resses 
you  to  pl:iy.  You  refuse,  now  seeinji:  the  dod^e.  To 
give  inspiration,  he  [)hic('s  down  a  gold  piece  and 
sj)eedily  wins  twenty.  This  sliould  convince  you  the 
Avhole  is  a  i)lant,  so  back  out  as  speedily  as  possible. 
In  my  case  I  am  convinced  this  was  simj)ly  a  den  of 
thieves,  and  my  conductor  dejH'nded  on  what  came  out 
of  my  [)urse  for  a  percentiigo.  When  I  ])crsisted  in 
going  without  risking  a  cent,  he  seemed  in  a  great  state 
of  mind.  Social  life  in  Calili)rniii,  and  especially  Sail 
Francisco,  has  many  pecnliai'ities,  but  our  stny  was 
so  short  that  any  account  could  only  be  superficial. 
So  therefore  that  tojjic  must  be  reserved  until  further 
experience  can  allow  any  oj)iui<)n  worthy  of  considera- 
tion to  be  expressed.  For  the  same  reason  many  other 
interesting  subjects  connected  with  the  country,  such  as 
its  mineral  and  agricul  "il  prospects,  cannot  now  be 
entered  u[)()n.     Tlii"'  ..tempting   to  gra}»[)le  Avitli 

such  important  (^  o  a  too  common  erroi-  in  this 

travelling  age.  L  atries  have  sulTered  grievously  from 
a  too  prolific  pen. 

This  must  be  my  excuse  for  presenting  such  a  meagre 
outline  of  such  an  interesting  locality.     We  are  now 
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^'oiii^r  iioidi,  I,„t  will  return  in  a  few  j.iunllis,  wIk-m  1 
l'"IH'  a  more  IchMlliy  .s(„y  ^ill  (.nal>L'  nic  to  say  my 
foiicliisioiis  were  not  too  hastily  arrived  nt,  and  that 
onr  rc-rct  at  leavin^r  v,ill  b,.  felt  as  mndi  if  not  more 
than  It  is  now. 
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ARUIVi;  AT  VANfOrVKl!  IS(,ANI) — AUHIVAr,  ill'  TlH:  ir.VIXfi  SfilViiUON' — 
FKSTIVI  I'IKS  (IN  Till':  (III'.KN's  HI  IMIl  1>  A  V— K  ACIIS,  J!i:(i  ATTA,  AM)  I'.AI.I. 
AT    (iOVKIINMKNT    lliUSK — A    VISIT    TD    SAN    .H'AN,     XANAI.Md,     AM)    llli; 

iKAsr.u  nwv.v,  —  ni;\v  wkstmixstk     —  m  I!Iia1!I)'s  inlki  —  si'uui'  in 

VANC'iH  Vl.I!    Isr.AM). 

Wk  left  1*^:111  Fraiicisi'o  on  April  14,  niul  ;ii'iivc'(l  in 
E.s(|nin)iill  luirljour  on  llic  'J.'Jrd.  Ai'tor  stcaininn' 
iiortliwnid  along  the  land  lor  two  (lay,<,  a  norlli  wind 
forced  us  out  to  llic  weslward,  and  lor  three  days  we 
Avenl  riirtlicr  away  IVoni  onr  destination.  .i>nt  a  shift 
of  Avind  made  onr  position  an  advantajj;eons  one,  and 
allowed  us  to  make  the  entrance  of  the  straits,  Avhen 
we  sti'anied  slowly  throuu;h. 

These  straits  were  named  after  a  Greek,  called  Juan 
de  Fuca,  who  reported  their  existence  in  1502.  thouiih 
then  universally  disl)elieved.  It  was  more  than  two 
Inmdred  years  later  before  it  was  entered  by  an  ¥a\\i- 
lishman,  named  Meares,  who  called  il  Fuca  Straits. 
Tn  I  7 1*2  Vancouver  visited  the  coast  of  Washington, 
and  gave  the  first  clear  and  accurate  account  of  the 
Straits  of  F'uca  and  Fuget  Sound. 

The  distance  to  Es(|uimall  harbour  is  about  sixty 
miles,  with  magnificent  scenery  on  both  sides;  l)ut  it 
is  exceedinu'ly  desolate,  not  a  habitation  to  be  seen. 
It  would  be  difiicult  to  lind  a   snuu'uer  harbour  than 
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J'>fjiiiiu:ill  ;  coinpli'lcly  laiid-lofkcd.  ^iirn>iiii<li'il  un 
all  kick's  by  (U-iist'  fori'^ls.  TIktc  tire  lew  Ii()ii>c'5  uiii- 
>i(lc  of  a  (liuiiniilive  dockvanl,  but  through  the  trees 
appears  a  laruer  building  than  usual,  which  serves  as  a 
naval  hospital.  At  the  head  of  a  shaky  pier  is  another 
building,  designated  the  Naval  Club.  Though  on  a 
small  scMilc,  it  supplies  a  want  which  was  long  feh. 
Altogether,  there  is  a  chaiming  nlximhni  about  this 
sjx)!  ;  a  short  ])lunge  into  the  dense  forest,  and  all 
signs  of  civilisation  cease — birds  and  insects  are  your 
sole  conij)anions. 

Victoria,  the  ca})ital,  is  some  three  miles  oil",  but  has 
little  imposing  about  it.  [t  bade  fair  to  l)econie  a 
thriving  colony  in  1858,  when  there  was  sut'h  a  rush 
there  in  consefiuence  of  the  gold  discoveries.  hut  it 
rapidly  subsided,  and  the  leaction  was  most  injurious. 
Neai'lv  all  left  who  could  ;  and  since  that  time  Van- 
couvei'  Island  has  had  to  struggle  onwards  unassisted 
from  without,  having  to  contend  against  iiiLiantic 
obstacles  in  the  natural  features  of  its  country.  An 
immen-e  ([uantity  of  land  is  uncleared  and  uncultivated. 
Labour  is  most  expensive.  The  only  remedy  aj)j)ears 
to  be  a  good  Government  scheme  of  immigration,  that 
the  resources  of  the  country  nuiy  be  o[)eiie(l  up.  The 
innnigrants  themselves  should  be  assisted  with  grants  of 
land,  and  immunity  for  some  time  from  taxation. 
The  great  dilliculty  is  in  clearing  tlu'  land,  mi  dense  is 
the  tind)er  and  undergrowth. 

The  'Flying  ►Squadron'  had  been  expected  >onie 
lime,   and   arrixed    on   ]\Iay    1  •">.    from    .lapaii.     There 
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were  six  .slii[)s,  '  Liverpool  "  (lliiusliij)  of  Admiral 
lIoi'ii[»y),  '  riia'bc,'  '  Lille;}','  '  Kiulyinioii,'  'Scylhi,'  {iiid 
'  I'etirl.'  All  Avert'  iintler  sail,  tlie  'Scvlla'  leading. 
Tlioy  arrivt'd  in  time  to  assist  in  tlie  festivities  on  the 
Ciueens  birtlulay — a  threat  da}'  in  all  onr  colonies, 
llei'c  it  is  the  occasion  of  a  u;eneral  holiday  and  horse- 
laciuu". 

'i'he  racecourse  al  Ijeacon  Ilill,  near  Victoria,  over- 
looks the  sirails,  the  8now-cap[)ed  mountains  sliowing 
out  clear  and  distinct  on  the  other  side.  To  tliis  s[)ot, 
on  May  24,  could  be  seen  all  descriptions  of  persons  and 
veliicles  wendini,'  thei"  way.  Colonists  of  all  descrip- 
tions, farmers  from  distant  secluded  spots  ;  the  swarthy 
Lidian,  wra[)ped  in  liis  led  blanket,  not  a  few  already 
reeling"  from  the  elH-cts  of  lire-water;  and  last,  tliougli 
not  least,  'Jack,'  with  shoes  in  his  hand  and  ])ipe  in  his 
mouth.  JV'sides  all  these,  a  fair  s])rinkling  of  eques- 
trians, of  both  sexes,  all  cheerful  and  bent  on  merri- 
ment ;  no  ci'ies  of  '  five  to  two  bar  one.'  Tiiis  is  a 
lioliday  to  all,  where  l)usiness  enters  not. 

The  chief  event  of  the  day  to  the  naval  world  was 
the  navy  Hat  race,  for  which  seven  entered;  our  ship 
l)eing  represented  by  two.  The  jockeys'  costumes 
caused  some  amusciment,  but,  on  the  whole,  they  were 
very  credital^le.  The  signal  was  given,  and  all  got  olF 
well  together.  As  they  ap[)roached  the  wiiming-|)ost 
the  excitement  equalled  a  Derby  Day,  and  we  had  the 
gratificiition  of  seeing  our  two  representatives  come  in 


hrst  and  second,  the  remauidei  nowlieic. 

There  was    a    navv  hui<lle  race   over  six  Mights  of 
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liunllL'S,  which  was  won  l)y  Lieut.  W.,  of  the  'S-ylla.' 
Anotlier  race,  eixusiiig  great  ainusiMiieiit,  was  contended 
for  by  blue  jackets  and  marines.  A  great  nunibei- 
started,  l)ut  few  arrived,  as  several  of  the  iiorses  bolted 
with  their  riders.  One  youth,  coming  into  violent  contact 
with  a  tree,  was  picked  up  insensible.  Jack,  however, 
seemed  rather  to  like  it.  Who  had  won  was  disputed. 
It  lay  between  a  marine  and  a  boy.  Tiiere  was  m 
•food  deal  of  Jiard  swearinLi:,  and  the  stewards  comin<' 
to  the  conclusion  there  was  little  to  clioose  between 
them,  whether  as  regards  riding  or  telling  the  truth, 
divided  the  stakes. 

That  evening,  according  to  custom,  Governor  Mus- 
gi'ave  gave  a  ball  at  Governntnt  House — an  event 
which  is  looked  forward  to  for  some  time.  On  tliis 
occasion  everything  went  off  most  succeshfuljy  and 
agreeably.  The  'Zealous'  l)and  was  in  attendance, 
consj)icuous  for  their  martial  api)earance  and  maimer 
of  playing.  An  excellent  sui)])er  proved  only  a  short 
interruption  to  dancing,  which  continued  until  an 
early  hour,  when  broad  daylight  witnessed  tin;  Mare- 
well  '  of  those  who  liiigerocl  yet,  and  then  assisted  them 
home. 

A  naval  regatta  at  Escpiimalt  took  place  next  day, 
to  which  i)()int  there  was  a  migration  IVom  Victoria  in 
steamers  and  various  (lescri])tions  of  boats.  The  pre- 
sence of  the  Flying  Squadron,  all  dressed  with  flags, 
whi'n  combined  with  other  craft,  also  displnying  bunt- 
i  nig,  gave  the  harbour,  perha|)s,  a  gayer  aj)pearance 
tlian  if   JiMs  (ncr  assumed  in    i>resent    memoiy.      The 
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liicc-'  well'  iiiiiiiy  :iii(l  viirit'd.  Xciirly  fVcry  slii[) 
(•liiiiii('(|  OIK",  if  not  inoi'c  piizos,  Oui's,  liowcvci", 
claiiiH'd  lir:  t  pljici;  in  nunihcr,  iind  gross  iinioniit  of 
money  Viiluc.  rcrlia])s  tlic  most  amusing  race  was 
tiiat  ot"eo|)|)er  punts,  |)ropelle(l  by  shovels ;  the  various 
on^ws  apparently  had  endeavouied  to  outvie  eaeli 
(tiller  in  lantastir  garb,  with  blaekened  faces.  From 
greater  experieni'c  of  this  spet'ies  of  boat,  our  j)Uiits- 
nieii  nuist  have  won;  l)ut,  unfortunately,  they  allow'd 
tliems<'lves  to  become  a  liille  o\'ereome,  so  receivml 
anything  but  a  [)rize. 

From  this  I'egattii  arose  a  match,  which  created 
great  interest  in  the  two  fleets.  It\vas  a  race  between 
our  bai'ge  and  that  belonging  to  the  '  f/iverpool,'  flag- 
ship of  the  Flying  Stpiadroii.  The  couise  was  about 
two  miles  and  a  lialf,  and  provi'd  a  most  hollow  all'air. 
( )iir  boat,  after  the  first  mile,  drew  well  alu'ad,  and, 
increasing  her  lead  at  every  stroke,  finally  won  with 
ease. 

Our  first  ciicket  matcl  at  Vancouver  was  i)la3'ed 
against  the  '  Charybdis,'  but  we  were  beaten  by  nine 
wickets.  Nothing  daunted,  after  a  little  ])ractic,e,  we 
essayed  again,  and  this  time  were  succes.sful,  winning 
by  ton  wickets. 

These  matches  were  played  at  Colwood,  about  half- 
an-hour's  walk  through  the  woods,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  luirbour.  The  ground  is  small,  but  i)leasantly 
situated  in  an  exceedingly  picturesque  spot. 

'J'wo  other  matches  were  played  agtiinst  the  '  f^cylla,' 
'  liingdove,"   •  Spanowhawk."   and   *  ])oxer."  combine(l. 
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III  the  liist,  we  won  by  Iniii'  wickots,  tiiid  j)l;i\i'(l  willi 
iiiiic  iiicii ;  ill  the  second,  we  won  l)y  twenty-tour  runs. 
Vicloiia  hoasts  a  very  j^'ood  eleven,  and  our  last  match 
was  aiiiiinst  tlieiii  ;  hut  tliev  urovinl  too  stioiiL:',  and 
bi-at  us  by  ten  wickets. 

The  coppei'  of  the  '  Zealous '  haviiiLi  become  some- 
wlitit  Ibul.  il  was  determined  to  place  her  in  llic 
stream  of  fresh  water  al  the  luoiilh  of  tlu-  i-'raser  Wiver, 
to  see  what  eflect  it  would  have.  It  was  also  con- 
sidered a  good  o])portunity  to  visit  the  island  of  ."^an 
Juan. 

We  left  Esquimult  on  June  20.  on  a  Inii^ht  and 
clear  day.  On  the  ri^u'ht  were  the  snowy  jx'aks  of  the 
Washington  Territory  mountains,  standing  oii!  dis- 
tinctly against  the  dee[)-blue  sky  glittering  in  the  sun; 
on  the  left  lay  Victoria,  picturesquely  scattered  over  a 
plateau  surrounded  by  the  fir-covered  hills.  A  little 
further  on  we  opened  the  llaro  Channel,  studded  with 
many  wooded  islets.  In  the  east  rose,  in  majestic 
grandeur,  ]\[ount  15aker,  clothed  in  brilliant  white  ; 
while,  towering  over  the  i)hnns  beneath,  far  distant  in 
the  south-east,  might  be  seen  the  summit  of  ]\rount 
Eenier,  140  miles  ofT.  As  w<!  advanced,  the  white 
buiklings  of  the  American  camp  began  to  >how  1  hem- 
selves,  and,  on  Hearing  it,  the  star-s])angled  banner  was 
Hung  out  to  the  breeze. 

lloundilm'  the  south-east  end  of  >Saii  Juan  we  passed 
between  it  and  Lo[)ez  Island,  anchoring  at  ')  I'.m.  in  a 
(Mpacious  bay,  oj)posite  the  landing-j)lace  loading  to 
the  American  camp. 
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A  few  words  luji'L'  {il)f)iit  Hnn  Jiiiiii,  .'iiid  tlu;  ])('culi!ir 
('ircuinstanct's  under  wliicli  it  is  inluihitcd,  iimy,  pcr- 
liiii)s,  interest  tliose  who  do  not  eonipreliend  tlie  letison 
of  its  lioldini,'  two  standing  garrisons,  or  on  wliat 
•^rounds  it  is  claimed  l)y  botli  nations. 

In  ISK)  the  hounthiry  between  tlie  British  possi's- 
sions  and  tlie  United  States  west  of  tlie  Kocky  Moun- 
tains was  determined,  and  the  Island  of  San  Juan  was 
sni)[)os('d  to  belong  to  Great  Hritain,  the  wording  of 
tlu!  treaty  being  as  follows: — 'From  the  point  in  the 
foi'ty-ninth  [)arallel  of  north  latitude  where  the  boun- 
dary laid  down  in  existing  treaties  and  conventions 
between  Great  ]5ritain  and  the  United  States  termi- 
nates, the  line  of  l)oundary  shall  1)e  continued  west- 
ward along  the  said  forty-ninth  parallel  of  north  lati- 
tude to  the  middle  of  the  channel  which  separates  the 
(Continent  from  Vancouver  Island,  and  thence  southerly 
through  the  middle  of  the  said  channel  and  of  Fuca's 
Straits  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.' 

There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  channel 
here  alluded  to  was  Rosario  Chaimel,  the  only  one 
then  in  use  or  supposed  to  be  navigable.  Subsequently 
the  Anu'ricau  Govermnent  claimed  the  'Canal  de 
Ifaro'  as  the  channel  meant,  and  assumed  that  San 
rhian  belonged  to  the  United  States.  Whilst  the  dis- 
puted point  was  still  under  discussion  by  the  two 
Governments,  a  certain  General  Harney,  of  thi'  United 
Slates  ai'mv,  in  1^50  thouuht  he  would  '  cut  the  Gor- 
dian  knot,'  and  landed  a  military  force  and  battery  on 
the  -outli    point   of   the    island,   ostensibly   to   protect 
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Aincrican  citizuiis  IVom  tliu  (k'|)n'(liiti(>iis  of  llu'  Tiidians, 
l)iit  ill  reality  to  ()l)taiii  a  footing  in  tlio  island.  The 
Unitod  States  Goveriinicnt  [)rc'U'iidc'd  to  disav(»\v  llic 
!i('t,  hut  would  not  direct  the  withdrawal  of  the  tr(»o|)s, 
defcnniiied,  if  possihlo,  to  get  ])ossessioii  of  the  i>liind 
in  consequence  of  its  strategical  importance  as  com- 
inaiidinjr  our  route  to  the  Fraser  Kiver  and  the  imilli. 
How  it  ^vill  eventually  he  settU'<l  is  must  dillicnll  lo 
say,  hut  I  trust  our  Governiiieiil  will  not  give  up 
t^an  Juan,  it  heiiig  all  Important  to  us.  All  attempts 
to  settle  the  question  by  ai'hitratioii,  compromise,  or 
otherwise,  have  hitherto  failed  ;  in  the  meantime  there 
i.s  a  joint  occupation  l)y  a  company  of  Ih-itish  marines 
and  a  like  number  of  American  trooj)s  :  the  camp  of 
the  former  being  at  the  north  extremity  of  the  island  ; 
that  of  the  latter  on  the  south  point  near  the  site  of 
their  llrst  enciunpment,  whilst  the  distance  between 
the  two  is  not  more  than  ten  miles. 

Immediately  on  anchoring  an  invittition  was  sent 
to  the  American  officers  and  their  families  to  come  on 
board.  Xo  doubt  it  was  a  pleasant  change  to  see  new 
faces,  for,  as  one  of  tlu'in  ([uainlly  i)bser\c'(l,  '  society 
there  was  rather  jerky.'  A  large  i)arty  of  us  from  the 
sliij)  visited  their  cainj)  the  next  day.  It  is  about  a 
mile  from  the  landing  place  on  a  pieci'  of  })iaii"ii' 
])lateau  overlooking  the  Straits  of  Fuca.  Officers'  and 
men's  quaiters  are  enclosed  in  a  (jiiadrangle  by  palings. 
In  the  summer  they  drill  regularly,  but  in  wiiilei-,  on 
acc(»uiit  of  tlu!  climati',  tliey  are  not  able  to  do  miicli. 
There    is,    however,   excellent     deer-shoot iiiL!'    on    the 
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Allcr  I't'iiiniiiiu  on  board  we  wciiilicil  and  pi'ofccdcd 
tlii'oiiuli  till'  middle  cliaiiiiel  between  San  -liian,  Lttpe/. 
and  Sliou  Inlands  to  llie  nnrih  ;iiieli(>raL;c.  This 
cliaiinel  i<  nannw  in  soine  |>Iai'e<.  wiili  one  or  two 
dan«j'erou>  rocks;  the  eiirrent  also  is  rai)id.  hut  the 
channel  i>  perfectly  >al'c  Ibr  a  >«Ieanier. 

The  scenery  of  I lie^e  i-^laniU  has  nincli  sameness  in 
extensive  Ibrcvts,  w  il  h  -mail  -tretches  of  prairie  lan<l, 
and  liiLih  blnlls  o\(  rhan;jiiiL'  the  wntei'. 

The  I'jiulisli  camp  i-«  pictiirc-iiuely  sitnate(l  at  the 
head  of  a  heaiilifnl  Utile  laiiddocked  hai'honr.  'I"he 
ollicer-    <|nailei"s   -  neat  wooden  hnildinLi's — are  on    the 
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^Io|»t'  (tj'llii'  liill  >iirr(Miii(l('(l  l)y  oiinlcn^.    'I'lu'  ('oiiiiiwiihI 
;illt's    liuii-c    is    ;il)()ilt     \\\n    llllll<llT(|    I'ci'l    liiLiluT  ll|)  :    !l 
Well  coii-.tniclcil    IiiiildiiiL;'.  willi    nllircs   (■(•in|ilcli'  iiikI  ;i 
wi'll-rillt'd  'j'iirdcii.    while   :iii   cxtciisiM'   forr-i    clu^c  in 
it  is  ill)  iiu'.\li;iii>lil)l('  r»-(»iiiTi'  I'lir  tiinln'r  mimI  I'licl. 


■-»-«»f 


ffr^  ", 


y^*^ 


■Kni'll     V  VI.ISI     11  Mil;  \.  k>. 


in 

|h1, 

lio 
ho 


'I'lic  men  iippeared  pcrtccily  (•iiiilniicd  mid  li:i|)|»y 
ill  lliis  sct-liide(l  >|>(>1.  ;ilid  ;lllli()liuli  llieir  ilUiil'ters  iire 
ii;ir(llv  eillhll  to  il  u'oiid  l);il  Tiicl-;.  tlie\'  :ile  I'tlillv  coin- 
lurlahle.  Mnci'v  year  iiiiproM'iiu'iit-  are  hciii'j'  made. 
Alreadv  llie\'  liaxc  a  readiiiu'-i'<»i)m,  liltraiv,  ;md  reerea- 
liiiii  hall.  Fruit  and  \'e!jei;d)le>  theyii'i'ow  there,  and 
other    ai'tiele^    are    >eiit    it\ry    lVi»iii    l'>(|iiimali    f>\]r{'   a 
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Ill    e.»iii|)('ii<alinii    I'm'   the    l»aiii>lmieii(    lhe\'  ha\e   to 
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imdcrjio  I)(>fli  olliccrs  mikI  iiumi  roccivc;  doiihli'  piiy,  Iml 
nolle  of  the  men  linvc  tlu'lr  wives  willi  lliein.  Tliei'e 
is  easy  ('((nnnnnifution  in  line  weailier  between  this 
isjjind  iiM(l  Vancouver,  and  the  teh'<^'rii|)h  wire  to  San 
Francisco  and  Europe  passes  throu},jh  the  camp. 

Leavin;^  Sun  Juan  we  proceeded  in  the  direction  ol" 
Xanainio.  Steannn<j;  inside  I'inder  Island  l)y  Swan- 
son's  Ciiainiol  and  tlirou«,,d»  Active  Tass  (a  narrow, 
tortuous  strait,  two  and  a  lialf  miles  lon^  and  al)out 
six  luuidred  yards  broad)  between  Maync  and  Galiano 
Islands,  tlwougli  which  tlie  tide  runs  at  times  with 
j^reat  velocity,  we  entered  the  Straits  of  Georgia  nearly 
opposite!  the  Fraser  liiver.  Passing  Holder  and  Oa- 
briolc  Islands  we  anchore(l  that  evening  oil"  Xanaimo. 
Here  is  the  only  coal-field  which  has  hitlu-rto  been 
discovered,  oi'  at  all  events  made  available  on  the 
North  Facilic  coast,  and  only  one  i)it  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  is  being  worked.  The  quality  of  the  coal 
is  good  for  steaming  purposes,  but  burns  quickly,  being 
soft  and  bituminous.  From  the  borings  made,  there 
is  no  question  but  that  far  better  ct)al  is  to  be  found  in 
the  neighbourhood. 
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community.  This  gentleman  informed  us  that  the  iish- 
ing  was  magniliceiit,  but  at  this  time,  owing  to  snow 
water  being  on  the  river,  the  trout  were  not  running. 
In  fact,  this  is  the  only  d(>ad  season  of  the  year. 

Eailv  on   th(^    nioi'niiig  of  the  'iOth   we  weighed  for 
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the   I'ViiMT   Uivii',  wliicli   \Viis  n-iiflicd   jilnmt    II   A.M., 
and  iuicln)ri'(l  near  tlu;  li^lit  vossrl  at  tlu;  moulli. 

Tliirs  v'wvv  is  llii;  lar;^'i'st  in  liriti.sli  Culmnl>ia,  takiiijr 
its  I'iMi!  ill  tlu.'  Kdcky  iMoiiiitaiiis,  and  havin|4  a  course 
of  more  than  oij^Iit  linndnd  miles.  It  is  iij.vi;.'al)lr  tor 
strainers  of  considoiahlc  hui'di'ii  n[)  to  Tian|_d('V,  I'oily- 
tluvi!  mill's  from  its  mouth.  Above  that — to  Valr, 
forty-two  miles  beyond — steamers  can  ply,  but  of  li;ihl 
diau^ht,  with  j)oweii"ul  eni^ines,  and  |)ro[)('lli'd  by  a 
stern  wheel.  I)oy»)nd  Vale  the  river  bi^eomes  loo  rapid 
lor  navif/atioii.  The  Fraser  River  is  tln'  hij^di  road  to 
the  {^old  mines,  and  its  tributaries  are  [)athways 
branchin;^'  oil'  ri^dit  and  lei't. 

A  ))arty  of  ollicers,  including  the  wiitei',  embarkt-d 
in  the  gunboat  '  Hoxcr,'  to  go  to  New  Westminster, 
twenty-eight  miles  up  the  river.  The  navigation  of 
this  })art  is  dillicult,  on  account  of  numerous  .shoals 
and  constantly  sliifting  sand.s,  so  that  buo}'^  sui)posed 
to  mark  the  chaimel  camiot  be  relied  on.  They  arc 
also  frecjuently  washed  away.  ll.M.^.  '  Tiibune '  got 
agroimd  here,  and  was  nearly  lost,  having  laid  Ibi- 
.several  weeks  in  her  tt'uacious  bed. 

We  were  fortunate,  and  threaded  our  way  in  safety 
with  a  rising  tide.  A  largi'  tract  of  land  stretches 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  upon  which  grazi;  large 
heids  of  cattle.  As  numerous  swamps  and  creeks  in- 
tersect these  plains,  glorious  wild-fowl  shooting  can  be 
obtained  in  autunm  and  winter.  The  strcjim  of  the 
Fra.ser  al  this  .season,  when  swollen  by  the  melting 
snow,  runs  at  the  rate  of  four  to  >i.\  knot>  an  hour. 
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Avilli  tmi>i(l  walrr.  Ahoiil  >i.\  mile-'  Ix-lou  N\w  W'csi- 
iiiiiistt'i'  low  past  lire  liiiid  is  succeeded  hy  dense  pine 
woods.  TIic'ii  tlie  (own  nppeais  in  siiilil.  It  lies  on 
the  north  bank,  and  has  rather  an  inijjosinu'  ajipear- 
ance,  with  its  lariic  warehouses,  cathedral,  and  other 
])laces  of  worshij).  liilil  Vancouver  Island  and  ihili-^h 
Columbia  wei'e  uiiitt-d  it  was  the  seat  of  L^oxcrnnient, 
which  was  then  transferred  to  \'ictoria. 

liandinu'.  we  found  but  Iwd  strcci-.  runniuL!"  pai'alK'l 
to  the  river;  but  althoULiii  the  town  was  laid  out  on  a 
ixrand  scale  when  the  country  uave  uTcat  |)roniisi' — 
thoULfh  il  boasts  a  cathedral,  public  library,  ollices, 
warehouses,  and  churches  of  various  denoiniuatioirs — 
these  expectations  lia\i'  nol  yet  been  realiseil.  and 
^ri'ass  Lii'owiuL^  luxuriantly  in  the  >li'eets  is  a  more 
truthful  index  to  il>^  pi'o>perity.  When  the  i^'old  tide 
ceased  lo  llow.  New  \\'estiiiin->tt'i',  like  N'icloria.  re- 
ceived a  sei'ioiiv  check.  I'Voui  which  it  has  hai'dlv  \'et 
recovered. 

'I'he  ( ioveruor"s  hou>e,  which  we  \isited,  is  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  the  town.  It  is  a  capacious,  com- 
fortable buildiiiLi',  with  extensive  fruit  and  llower  uar- 
deus,  and  surrounded  by  maunificent  cedar  and  maple 
trees.  Pi-ej)aratious  were  beiuL!ina(h'  for  the  (ioxcrnors 
rece[)tiou,  who  had  jione  to  t^an  l-VaiKasco  lo  be  mariied. 

At  ))  I'.M  next  day  we  end)arked  anfain,  and  steanuMJ 
down  to  th(>  ship  a  uood  deal  faster  than  we  came  up. 
A  good  look  out  is  ri'(iuii"ed  to  be  kej)t  f(»r  snairs, 
which.  |)oiutinL;'  up  stivtim,  are  danu'erou>  to  run 
auainsl. 
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The  Fi'iiscr  \{'\\vv  is  cclclinitrd  for  il>  >lurL'r(tii  aiid 
.silnioii,  iiiid  many  \v\\h'--  oi"  Indians  olitain  tlu'ir  winter 
sn|)j)ly  '•'  f'»'>'l  iVoiu  this  ^ouicc  'I'licrc  is  also  a.  de- 
licious little  lisli  called  tlu'  "  eulacliiii,"  or  'caiulle  lisli.' 
cautilit  on  this  coa>t.  It  is  about  the  size  of  a  •^laelt. 
and  so  fal  as  hai'dlv  t<>  I'ear  ll•vinL^  'Ihe  lndian«<  use 
thcni  tor  candles  (tVtvni  whenci'  its  name)  liy  simj)Iy 
ruiminu'  a  wick  thi'ou,Ldi.  From  them  oil  of  a  \ery  line 
(luality  is  obtained,  saitl  to  be  superior  to  coddi\er  oil. 

ISturu'cou  ai'e  most  ninnerou<  both  on  the  coa>t  and 
in  the  I'ivei'.  'Jdiey  ascend  to  an  incfediUle  distance. 
ovefcomiuLi"  dinicultie-<  wlTn-h  will  bailie  sdnion. 

Their  habits  ait'  littK'  known.  ;!■<  they  seem  to  li\e 
('({ually  well  in  lVe>h  and  ^alt  \\atcf.  'I'lieir  roe  Inr- 
ni>lies  the  d(diciou>  eaviaie  so  celebrated  in  K'M-<>ia  ; 
the  (|iiantity  of  r<te  in  the  lemale  lish  is  almost  I'abu- 
lous.  Indians  kill  the  stumcoii  prineipally  with  -pears, 
and  we  obser\('(|  >e\eral  canoes  at  the  i-ntraiiei^  ])ur- 
suiuLi'  this  mode  ol'  li^hinu".  A  -peai'  se\cn  or  eiLihl 
feet  loiiLi;  is  used,  with  a  baibed  bone  head.  .\  loii"'- 
liiu?  i-'  attached  and  coiled  down  carel'ully  in  the  canoe, 
<  )ue  Indian  jiaddles.  wliiK-  the  other  draL:--  the  poim  of 
his  >|)ear  uiji'liiht  aloiiLi'  the  >urt'aee  ot"  the  mud.  ]»v 
practice  he  knows  the  touch  oj'  a  >lurLifou.  an<l  imme- 
diately strikes.  Then  Lifeat  >kill  i>  re({U!red  to  prexcut 
tlu'  IVail  canoe  bein_L;"  upset  by  a  laiLi't'  li.'>h.  Canoes 
hunt  in  couples,  and  assi«<t  each  other  in  the  e\ent  of 
a  heavy  lisli  beiuuf  struck.  An  e.\r(;lh'iit  de-cripiion 
of  sturL:('«»u-lishiii_<i'  is  uiveii  in  Iiid-  work  on  -The 
Natural  IIi>torvof  jlriii-h  rohimb' 
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Tliu  Admiral  l)cin<^f  anxious  to  see  Biirrard's  Inlet, 
wliicli  is  a  few  miles  to  tlie  north-west,  a  l)arty  of  odi- 
rers  proceeded  there  in  the  '  IJoxer.'  The  entrance  is 
through  a  narrow  i)assa;^'e,  at  low  water  not  above  u 
cable  wide,  but  wilh  a  depth  sullicient  for  any  sized 
vessel,  Passinn  this  naiTow,  the  inlet  expands  inlo  a 
line  harbour,  where  are  two  Inie  saw-mills,  which  ex- 
port a  great  (|uantity  of  timber.  Passing  a  second 
narrow  four  miles  highci-  u\).  tlie  inlet  is  di\ided  into 
I  wo  branches.  The  northern  one  runs  for  about  ten 
miles,  with  an  average  width  of  one  mile,  into  the  very 
iiearl  of  tiie  mountains.  Its  scenery  is  grand,  but  it  is 
useless  as  ji  harbour,  having  a  too  deep  and  irregular 
bottom.  The  other  fork  runs  about  three  miles  to  the 
south-east,  rather  more  than  half  a  mile  broad,  and 
forms  a  line  harbour  called  Port  Moody,  with  an 
average  depth   of  six  to  seven   fathoms.     Magnificent 


tnnber  abounds  ni  the  vicmity. 

t^ome  day  the  stillness  of  the  scene  will  be  l)roken 
by  the  bustle  of  connnerce.  For  here,  in  all  proba- 
bility, will  be  the  terminus  of  the  great  projected  railway 
from  Canada.  It  has  all  the  capacity  and  convenienc< 
necessary  for  a  connnercial  port  —  space,  depth  of 
water,  a  considerable  rise  and  fall  of  tide  for  forming 
docks  and  basins,  with  proximity  to  the  coal  mines  ol' 
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•  Hoxer,"    we    returned    to    l">r]uimalt,   Avhcre,    >hortly 
after,  the  'Chanticleer'  arrived  from  Callao. 

g   Vancouver,  I  will   attempt   to  give 
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some  description  of  tlu;  sliootiiig  and  fisliing  that  can 
be  t)l)taiiied  witliout  diiUculty ;  but  as  it  was  April, 
and  consequently  not  the  shooting  season,  more  de- 
tailed re-marks  on  that  subject  must  be  left  for  another 
visit.  Deer  of  more  than  one  kind  abound  in  Van- 
couver Island.  The  noble  Wapiti,  or  Elk,  far  sur- 
passing in  size  the  monarch  of  our  Scotcii  glens,  and 
others  chussed  under  the  liead  of  black-tailed  deer. 
The  former  has  retreated  before  civilisation,  but  the 
latter  are  to  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Esqui- 
malt.  ]5oth  aie  in  best  condition  late  in  autunm. 
There  are  also  bears,  ])anthers,  and  wishes,  for  tluwo 
who  despise  more  ignoble  g.ame. 

The  feathered  game  consists  of  the  blue,  willow  or 
rulllcd  grouse,  and  quail.  The  blue  grouse  is  about 
the  size  and  resembles  in  appearance  the  grey  lu'U. 
The  rullled  grouse  is  smaller,  and  a  bird  of  beautiful 
plumage.  These  inhabit  the  woods,  and  when  llusheil, 
luTch  on  the  branches  of  trees,  aflbrding  but  ])oor 
sport.  The  male  rullled  grouse  gives  out  a  peculiar 
druunning  sound,  which  may  1)C  heard  at  a  <freat  dis- 
tance.  IJut  it  is  most  dillicult  to  find  out  on  which 
])articulnr  tree  they  are  perched,  of  such  a  perplexing 
nature  is  the  sound,  while  a  chaige  of  shot  does  not 
dislodge  them  unless  hit.  The  Californinn  quail  was 
introduced  a  short  time  l)ack,  and  is  increasing  rapidly. 
Ik'sides  these  purely  game  birds  there  are,  in  winter, 
swans,  geese,  and  munerous  kinds  of  ducks,  teal,  and 
Widgeon  :  also  conunon  an<l  jack  snipe. 
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Leaving  this  subject  for  tlie  present,  let  us  turn  to 
the  fishing,  and  commence  witli 

SALMON. 

This  king  of  fish  abounds  on  the  coasts  and  rivers  of 
Vancouver.  Their  numbers  arc  almost  incredible,  and 
they  form  the  stai)lc  food  of  many  Indian  tribes,  with 
whom  a  bad  salmon  season  means  simply  starvation. 
There  are  several  distinct  species  of  salmon,  as  many 
as  seven,  at  least,  so  it  is  said,  though  I  doubt  there 
being  more  than  four  or  five. 

Tliey  ascend  the  rivers,  and  immense  numbers,  after 
spawning,  never  get  back  to  the  sea,  particularly  where 
they  ascend  to  a  great  distance  in  large  rivers,  fighting 
their  way  over  almost  insurmountable  obstacles. 

The  Indians  say  only  the  old  fish  die,  but  that  would 
not  account  for  such  a  large  niunber  that  perish.  I 
infer,  therefore,  that  they  get  thoroughly  exhausted  by 
travel  and  spawning,  as  they  arc  believed  to  take  no 
food  after  entering  the  river. 

The  great  ludian  fishing  season  is  autumn  time,  when 
rivers  literally  swarm  with  fish,  pushing  their  way  up 
cveiy  small  tributary.  Wading  across  shallows  at  this 
season  a  person  is  liable  to  be  upset  by  them  (this  is  no 
fable).  The  Fraser  Eiver  salmon  which  I  saw  were 
large,  probably  30  lbs.,  short  and  thick,  with  a  bull 
head.      Spring  fish  are  the  best  in  flavour  and  quality. 

In  May,  June,  and  July,  wlien  bays  and  harbours 
along  the  coasts  abound  with  shoals  of  small  fish  re- 
sembling herring  fry,  salmon  follow  in  pursuit.    At  this 
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period  I  enjoyed  good  sport  in  Esquinialt,  trolling  with 
a  spoon  bait.  In  two  or  three  hours  I  have  caught  as 
many  as  eight  or  nine  fish,  averaging  from  four  to  nine 
pounds  (some  of  twenty  pounds).  These  fish  are  not 
our  English  salmon,  but  have  spotted  tails,  and  in  my 
opinion  are  a  species  of  sea-trout.  Salmon  of  Vancou- 
ver Island,  or  Ihitish  Columbia,  will  take  neither  bait 

nor  fiy.  <-!.'^''    :.*.^:i    7'*' •  j   "■' 

TROUT. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Esquimalt  arc  a  number  of 
small  lakes  abounding  with  trout  from  a  quarter  of  a 
pound  to  three  pounds.  Almost  every  lake  has  a  trout 
])eculiar  to  itself,  perhaps  only  diflcring  slightly,  but 
still  diflering.  In  some  they  will  eagerly  rise  to  the 
fly;  in  others  they  will  only  be  tempted  by  worm, 
minnow,  or  spoon  bait.  They  also  differ  in  colour, 
flavour,  and  condition. 

The  best  lakes  within  a  distance  of  nine  miles  from 
Esquimalt  are  Prospect  Lake,  nine  miles.  Swan  Lake, 
ft)ur  miles,  and  Pike  lijike,  three  miles.  There  arc 
also  many  other  small  lakes  in  the  vicinity.  Of  those 
mentioned  above.  Prospect  Lake  lias  the  finest  trout, 
averaging  from  three-quarters  of  a  pound  to  two  pounds 
weight.  They  resemble  the  sea-trout,  with  delicate 
pink  flesh ;  on  a  balmy  day,  with  a  ripple  on  the  water, 
as  many  as  eight  or  nine  dozen  may  be  killed  with  the 
fly.  This  lake  has  certainly  the  prettiest  scenery :  its 
banks  overhung  with  heavy  timber,  with  rocky  })romon- 
tories  here  and  there  projecting  into  the  dark,  deep 
water,  from  whence  a  cast  may  be  had.     But  the  fish- 
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injT  is  priiicipally  from  ii  boat,  tOs  it  is  at  all  the  lakes.  If 
wisliing  to  make  a  stay  of  two  or  three  days  in  this 
locality,  comforlable  quarters  may  be  had  at  Steven's 
Inn,  two  miles  from  the  lake  ;  or  you  may  construrt  a 
rude  hut  on  the  banks  and  live  there  very  i)leasantly 
with  a  companion.  Flies,  about  tlie  size  of  the  sea- 
trout  (ly  and  of  varied  hue — the  brighter  the  better — 
succeed  best.  When  these  fail  bait  must  be  used  to 
lure  the  fish  from  his  weedy  bed.  Swan  Lake  is  nuich 
smaller,  fringed  all  round  with  tall  reeds,  and  of  gloomy 
appearance.  Tlie  trout  are  as  large  if  not  larger  than 
those  in  IVosjJOCt  Lake,  but  not  so  fine  in  quality.  Tlie 
fish  in  this  lake  arc  very  uncertain,  some  days  taking 
the  fly  readily,  and  even  rising  sometimes  when  there 
is  not  a  ripple  on  the  surface.  Another  day  the  whole 
afternoon  will  be  spent  throwing  the  ily  without,  the 
slightest  response.  For  this  reason  it  is  not  so  much 
fished  upon  as  others. 

Pike  Lake  is  a  pretty  little  piece  of  water,  abounding 
with  trout,  but  mostly  of  a  smaller  size.  The  charac- 
teristics of  Beaver  Lake,  not  far  from  Prospect,  are 
similar  to  those  of  Swan  Lake. 

For  these  lakes  April,  May,  and  June  are  the  best 
months,  though  on  genial  days  fishing  may  be  had 
nearly  throughout  the  year.  In  a  long  salt-water  creek 
called  '  the  Gorge,'  running  up  from  Victoria,  fine  sea- 
trout  may  be  caught  at  times,  but  they  are  fickle. 

On  a  future  occasion  I  hope  to  supplement  these  re- 
marks with  new  matter  concerning  Vancouver  Island, 
and  give  a  further  insight  into  all  that  now  has  been  -^o 
imperfectly  sketched. 
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CIIAFl^ER  IV. 

I.KAVK  VANCOCVEH  ANT)  AKRIVK  AT  HAN  FRANCISCO— WAR  IN  KFROVE— 
ITS  KPFECT  ON  HAN  FRANCIHCO — DANCE  ON  HOARD  —  CRICKET— TIIK 
TIIKATRES,  ETC. — TIIEI.oMS  OK  THE  'CAPTMN' — EVENTS  IN  EUROl'E — 
UDSi'lTALITIEB  ON  SHORE— SOClAh   Lll'E   IN   SAN   FRANCISCO 
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War  news  always  lias  Ik'cmi  and  always  will  be  areoni- 
[)anicd  by  uiKrrlaiiity  and  excitement,  arising  from  the 
mere  post^ibility  of  war  with  its  likely  results,  and  l'n)m 
the  ])ro])ability  or  otherwise  of  your  own  country  being 
drawn  into  the  fray.  Thus  it  was  that  thesie  two  in^nc- 
tlientshad  taken  possession  of  the  minds  of  us  all  on  board 
the  'Zealous'  when  we  left  V'.ncouver  Island  in  July 
1870.  The  war  cloud  even  then  could  not  be  said  to 
be  larger  than  a  man's  hand,  considering  that  the  fact 
of  two  civihsed  nations  like  France  and  IVu^jsia  about 
to  wage  war  upon  so  slight  a  pretext  seenrjd  highly 
im[»robable.  However,  the  cloud,  which  had  in  the 
meantime  been  rapidly  increasing  in  density  and  as- 
suming darker  hues,  had  actually  burst  by  the  time 
we  reached  ^iin  Francisco,  making  iniceitainty  certain, 
but  increasing,  not  allaying,  the  excitement.  'War  in 
Europe'  was  the  cry  that  greeted  us  from  some  shore 
boat  as  we  steamed  through  tlic  Golden  Gate  on 
July  20,  six  days  after  we  left  Vancouver,  and  the 
cry  re  echoed  through  the  ship  from  one  end  to  the 
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otlier  with  aiiuizing  nipidity.  Still  more  nturtling  waa 
the  j)()stscri|)t,  'England  likely  to  be  drawn  into  it;' 
tiiough  by  this  time  we  whould  know  that  no  war  can 
take  place  in  any  part  of  the  world  without  its  being 
said,  with  or  without  foundation,  that  England  would 
certainly,  cither  through  her  feelings  or  lier  necessities, 
have  to  join  one  of  the  two  contending  parties.  But 
the  brain  of  man  when  disordered  by  excitement  is 
ai)t  at  once  to  believe  what  iu  his  calmer  moments  he 
would  put  aside  as  impossible  ;  which  inclination  to 
belief  is  increased  if  there  is  any  desire  in  the  heart 
that  such  a  thing  should  be.  And  it  was  not  till  the 
jnipers  which  were  handed  on  board  had  been  greedily 
devoured  that  we  were  certain  of  being  in  a  state  of 
benevolent  neutrality. 

The  eflect  of  this  news  was  to  give  rise  to  a  variety 
of  feelings.  Amongst  them  I  am  sure  was  regret  at 
being  so  far  from,  if  not  the  actual  din  of  war,  at  any 
rate  the  stormy  rattle  of  hourly  as  well  as  daily  news- 
paper correspondents.  The  tone  of  the  American 
papers  on  our  arrival,  and  for  some  days  after,  seemed 
to  be  a  proi)hetic  one,  as  in  every  paper  this  sentence 
ai)[)eared  under  the  war  column  :  '  A  great  battle 
imminent.'  At  last  the  affair  of  Saarbruck  broke  the 
spell,  and  the  armies  of  the  great  military  power  in 
Europe  seemed  once  more  to  have  started  on  a  glorious 
career,  so  that  opinion  in  San  Francisco  as  to  the  ulti- 
mate result  was  very  equally  divided ;  being  formed 
more  by  personal  sympathy  with  either  nation,  rather 
than  by  a  knowledge  of  the  capabilities  and  resources  of 
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c'iicli.  So  also  to  some  the  now  celobratod  tologmiii 
concerning  'Louis'  liad  a  ridiculous  and  even  childish 
.sound ;  wliile  others  saw  in  it  simply  a  characteristic 
trait  of  the  national  failing,  which  would  attribute  so 
much  iniluencc  to  a  few  bombastic  phrases  loosely 
strung  together.  In  the  commercial  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco war  news  was  turned  into  a  means  of  filling  the 
pockets  of  newspaper  auliiorities  generally,  between 
the  French  and  Trussian  sympathisers.  It  was  quite  a 
oonnnon  occurrence  to  see  a  placard  posted  up  an- 
nouncing  a  great  Prussian  victory,  whilst  a  few  yards 
farther  on  was  a  complete  French  victory  and  aimilii- 
latiou  of  the  Prussian  army.  But  every  now  and  then 
came  such  undoubtedly  reliable  news — even  through 
the  dense  cloud  gathered  rouiKl  it  by  the  French — of  a 
great  victory,  but  acknowledged  only  by  the  latter  in 
so  far  that  they  did  not  lay  claim  to  any  great  success, 
that  there  was  no  use  denying  it  to  the  rrussijui  arms, 
and  those  who  sided  with  France  were,  as  time  moved 
on,  and  Prussian  armies  moved  towards  Paris,  reduced 
to  sf.ying  like  the  rest  of  the  world,  *  Who  would  have 
thought  it,'  and  to  admiring  and  wondering  at  the 
mast(!rly  way  the  Prussian  Jirmics  rolled  steadily  across 
Fiance.  The  consequence  of  all  this  mass  of  contra- 
diction was  that  between  the  interval  of  our  English 
papers  a  general  feeling  of  disbelief  in  everything 
seemed  to  settle  down  on  all  on  lK)ard.  Not  so  those 
on  shore.  The  intensity  of  feeling  increased  as  the 
news  on  both  sides  rose  and  fell  with  the  tide  of  war, 
and  as  nearly  half  of  the  p(»pulation  are  Gennans,  Irish 
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f()nniii<,'  a  lar*(i!  portion  of  tliu  romaiiidtT,  wliidi  latter 
imivcnsiiUy  h^ided  Avitli  tlic  Fruiuli,  iir^'mnonts  were 
ofU'ii  enforced  by  blows,  leading  ocea.sioiially  to  street 
rows.  Jkit  con.siilerin<i  all  things,  the  city  was  won- 
derfully (juiet,  a  nuitual  feelin;^'  of  synipnthy  and  con- 
sideration t'or  the  feelinj^s  of  the  other  doing  what  no 
number  of  policemen  and  only  an  army  couhl  do  in 
the  event  of  a  riot  between  oppo.sJ*  ^  faction-s  num- 
bering so  many  Ibllowers. 

Having  telegraphed  our  arrival  to  the  Admiralty, 
we  received  orders  to  remain  at  San  Fra»u'isco  until 
further  notice,  so  that,  whilst  allairs  remained  in  a  .state 
of  uncertainty,  should  anything  take  place  wliieh  directly 
concerned  us,  we  were  in  telegraphic  communication 
with  England.  Accordingly  our  minds  began  to  re- 
assume  their  natiind  calm,  and  we  gradually  settled 
down  to  a  contented  waiting  for  events,  determined  as 
far  as  possible  to  ])lucl<  the  golden  apple  while  within 
reach.  Therefore  not  uiany  days  elapsed  before  a 
dance,  long  anticipated  and  organised,  t(K)k  place  on 
board.  That  the  result  should  be  worthy  of  the  occa- 
sion, we  had  invoked  the  aid  of  all  our  friends,  by 
whose  liberal  kindness  we  were  enabled  to  turn  our 
ship  into  a  garden  of  Eden,  and  pre{)are  a  sur])i'ise 
to  the  many  Adams  and  Eves  who  were  to  revel  midst 
its  Arcadian  bowers.  But  to  descend  from  poetry  to 
plain  matter-of-fact  prose.  Everybody,  to  the  number 
of  some  three  hundred  and  filty,  having  arrived  on 
board,  conveyed  alongside  in  a  large  steamer,  the  word 
was  passed   that   luueh   was  ready,  when,  ([uickly  de- 
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scundiiig  to  tlie  doek  below,  we  Ibund  cvorytliiii}^  that 
an  L'xlmustud  nature  and  a  tliirsty  soul  could  desire  laid 
ut  upon  two  lotifj;  tables  constructed  for  the  occasion. 
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used 
well ;  it  ne  was  ri^'iu — ana  ne 
these  tables  soon  bore  anijjle  tribute  to  the  industry  of 
their  surroundiiigH.  liut  as  papers  say  when  reviewing 
great  ))ublic  efl'orts  :  '  Where  all  strove  with  .aicccss  to 
shine  it  would  be  invidious  to  pick  out  any  more  de- 
serving of  i)iaise  than  the  rest.'  Dancing  went  on  with 
great  sjjirit  until  7  I'.M.,  when  the  steaicer  came  along- 
side again,  and  farewell  had  to  be  said,  fain  though 
we  were  to  prolong  the  scene  unto  a  later  hour,  lint 
chaperones,  not  seeing  it  in  the  same  light,  asserted 
their  rights,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  steamer,  with 
her  j)recious  freight,  steamed  slowly  on  shore,  not 
before  showers  of  bouquets  and  the  long-kept-up 
cheering  showed  how  mutual  wjis  the  pleased  sensation 
and  good-will  between  guests  and  hosts. 

Our  old  adversaries,  the  California  Cricket  Club, 
soon  found  out  our  arrival,  and  at  once  challenged  us 
to  again  try  conclusions,  which  challenge  we  accepted, 
j)Utting  confidence  in  our  j)Owers  after  tlic  practice  we 
liad  had  at  Vancouver.  The  result  proved  we  were 
right  in  that  confidence,  though  it  ])roved  an  exceeding 
close  game.  The  first  innings  they  made  eighty-seven, 
and  we  followed  with  eighty-six;  then  they  again  went 
in,  and  made  fifty-nine,  leaving  us  sixty-one  to  beat. 
When  the  five  best  men  were  out  hr  thirty  runs,  the 
game  seemed  hopeless  ;  but  the  tail  [»ioved  tiustworthy, 
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MO  that  wlien  llio  liiat  man  went  In  only  one  more  run 
was  required.  This  wa.s  ol)taine(l,  ami  the  nuiteli  won. 
In  tlic  return  nmtch  wc  again  won,  this  lime  by 
two  wiekets. 

Our  time  at  San  Francisco  now  began  to  draw  to  a 
(^lose,  as  allUirs  in  Europe  daily  took  a  more  tlecided 
turn.  We  had  seen  the  sharp  engagement  at  WeiH- 
«embourg,  followed  by  the  victories  of  Worth  and 
Oravelottc ;  then  the  investment  of  Metz  and  Stras- 
burgh,  culmmating  in  the  final  disaster  c.  Sedan.  Then, 
also,  we  heard  of  that  fearful  event  which  sent  such  a 
thrill  of  horror  throughout  England.  For  some  time  wc 
could  not  credit  such  an  occurrence  as  the  loss  of  the 
'Captain.'  Alas!  it  proved  but  too  true  ;  while  it  was 
only  slight  consolation  to  learn  that  a  boat  had  been 
picked  U])  with  eighteen  men,  wliilst  the  remainder — 
some  five  hundred — had  found  their  graves  between 
the  decks  of  the  ill-fated  «hip.  Such  a  catastroi)he 
is  without  parallel  in  modem  naval  history,  and  all 
must  hope  it  will  not  be  allowed  to  sink  into  oblivion 
without  a  searching  investigation. 

Whilst  these  stupendous  afTairs  were  taking  place  in 
Europe  we,  forced  to  remain  passive  spectators,  but 
not  the  less  ready  for  any  emergency,  had  been  making 
the  most  of  the  oppi)rtunities  aflbrded  by  a  prolonged 
stay  in  a  port  possessing  so  many  advantages  denied  to 
other  j)laces,  and  contrasting  so  pleasantly  with  the 
monotony  of  long  sea  cruises.  Courtesies  between 
ship  and  shore  had  be(Mi  freely  interchanged,  and  a 
feeling  of  genial  cordiaUty  sprung  up,  undisturbed  by 
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till'  (liatril)os  of  (Icina^'Of^uos  or  abuMivc  loading'  articles 
on  the  other  side  of  tlic  Continent. 

There  is  no  doubt  tliat  tlie  pleasure  of  our  stay  at 
Han  Franeisco  was  much  enljanced  by  the  kifuhiess  of 
the  members  of  tlic  Union  ^'lub,  wlio,  makinj,'  us 
lioiiorary  memlH-rs,  and  placinj/  tlie  beiu'lits  of  thi*ir 
commodious  buii(bn|^'  at  our  disposal,  supplied  a  want 
which  it  w<add  be  diilicult  to  I'stinaite  too  hi^ddy  ;  for 
which  piivilc^e  we  were  indebted,  in  a  |,'reat  ineasiu'e, 
to  our  worthy  ri'i)resL'ntative  and  consul,  Mr.  HtJoker, 
who  we  found  ever  ready,  by  word  or  deed,  to  give  us 
liis  pood  ollices,  especially  when,  as  .strangers,  we  tirst 
arrived  ;  as  was  also  his  coadjutor  and  vice,  C.  Mason, 
to  wliom  wc  are  .so  much  indebted  for  numerous  acts 
of  kindness. 

Our  lu)s[)itable  friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.,  still  con- 
tinued at  Oaklands  their  charming  afternoon  dances, 
which  were  numer<jusly  attended.  A  large  ball  was 
given  by  Mr.  Kalston  at  liis  country-house  in  t^an 
Mateo,  where  General  Sherman  was  the  guest  of  the 
evening.  This  entertaimnent  was  conducted  on  a 
ecale  of  great  magnificence,  and  pronounced  to  bo,  by 
all  who  attended,  most  successful. 

But  by  this  time  we  received  an  intimation  from 
home  that  we  might  proceed  on  our  way  south.  Ac- 
cordingly a  day  was  fixed  tor  our  departure,  which 
fact  necessarily  becoming  known  to  the  good  people  on 
shore,  many  of  the  })rominent  citizens,  principally 
inend)ers  of  the  Pacific  Club,  determined  to  give  us  a 
farewell  ball,  in  order  that  wc  might  carry  away  a 
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j>I('iisiii«jf  rocollt'clion  of  Sail  Francisco.  This  ball 
accordiiiffly  cainc  ofF  the  evcnin^^  before  our  dopar- 
tiire,  at  the  Pacific  Hall,  a  .spacious  building,  well 
adapted  for  the  purpose.  All  the  arraii«feinents  were 
made  with  that  coiMplcteiiess  and,  when  anything  is 
taken  in  hand,  that  indiderence  to  expense  lU'culiarly 
u  cliaracteiistic  of  the  American  nation.  We  had 
iSUpplied  a  number  of  (lags  for  decorating,  whi(;li,  when 
well  arranged,  have  always  a  very  handsome  elfeet. 
The  band  was  almost  hidden  in  a  beautiful  arlxnir, 
formed  with  lofty  plants  and  shrubs,  covered  with 
blossoms  of  every  hue  and  fragrance.  Another  band 
was  ill  a  gallery  above  to  discuss  choice  selections  in 
the  interval  of  tlie  dances.  Alas !  now,  liow  can  I 
describe  the  many  fairy  forms  that  keep  Hitting  across 
my  view  ?    Am  I  to  take  a  page  out  of  the  '  Chronicle,' 

and  tell  you  how  that  Mrs.  was  dressed   in  a 

iiiagnificent  blue-silk  dress,  with  sweeping  train,  low 
neck,  and  hair^i  la  ijrecque ;  or,  how  that  the  graceful 

iigure  of  Miss was  shown  to  great  advantage  in  a 

white  moire  antpjui'y  panier  overskiit,  rut  in  points, 
trimmed  with  roses,  hair  tastefully  arranged  <l  la 
ronipddour — and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  column? 
No,  let  us  draw  a  veil  over  the  sacred  precincts  of  the 
toilette  chamber,  and  admit  that  art  had  but  assisted 
Nature  in  producing  so  much  beauty  as  was  here  as- 
jombled  to  bid  us  farewell. 

The  worthy  gentlemen  who  had  invoked  this  gor- 
geous pageantry  meanwhile  vied  with  each  other  in 
seeing  that  none  were  left  unprovided  for,  and  soon  all 
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It't't  were  busy ;  tlic  vuriL'^fjitod  uniforms,  uiivjil  Jiiul 
luililiiry — for  iiiuny  olfKun's  of  the  Anicrican  <laLrslii|) 
'^^arauac, '  wero  present,  as  well  as  several  of  tlio 
military — an;imeiitin^^  tlie  }i";iyuess  of  the  scene;  and 
when  sujjper,  wliieli  was  (jf  tlu.'  most  sumptuous  (K;- 
S(,'ri|)tion,  commeneed  there  could  he  no  two  opinions 
as  to  the  entire  success  of  tiie  evening. 

Fain  would  I  linifer  over  this  pa<_'e  and  proloiiL'  the 
scene,  but  faiewell  has  to  be  said.  Jlelore  proceedinir, 
however,  on  our  way  south  I  will  siiy  a  few  words 
des'.iiplive  of  society  in  California  ^(Mierally,  and  ►Sni 
Francisco  especially.  I'erhaps  in  no  j)art  of  the  world 
is  ther(;  less  restraint,  less  lormality,  less  stillness ;  sdl 
m;iy  i\n  niMily  as  they  like.  Life  is  very  j)ublic.  The 
mnjority  live  in  hotels  and  large  bojirdiiiLrdiouses.  This 
way  of  living  has  its  adv;int;ige.s  and  disidvantagcs. 
The  great  charm  of  a  home  is  lost;  there  is  not  the 
s!icre(l  iiltMclnneiit  lo  one  spot,  like  in  l']iiglan«l,  and 
girls  by  going  into  society  so  young  ;;s  tl.ry  .!o  often 
bi.'conu!  i)rematurely  old.  At  fiftee-n  and  sixteen  thiy 
('(unnience  to  receive  at  home.  You  c;in  becon;  very 
intimate  with  a  young  lady  without  ever  seeing  her 
l)arents.  It  is  not  thought  anything  out  of  the  way  for 
a  young  man,  if  wel'  known,  to  go  with  a  young  lady 
to  the  theatre  without  a  ehapcone.  'J'liere  is  no  doubt 
such  a  privilege  may  be  carried  too  far,  and  discrimina- 
tion in  j)ermis.-iion  by  })ar(;nts  is  re(prned.  IJut  this 
system  has  several  good  points  to  rcjconnnend  il.  It 
tends  to  make  all  more  natural,  and  that  in  a  girl 
should  be  nearly,  if  not,  the  iirst  con.'>ideration.    Again, 
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ill  pliioinjT  fowor  social  hjirriern  between  the  youii|_'  (»r 
both  sexes  ji  way  is  ojK'iii'd  to  many  friendships,  whieli 
may,  or  may  not,  lea*!  to  a  closer  tic;.  Bnt  tcncinj^'  a 
yoim<r  ujrl  jn  ow  wW  sides  with  restrictions,  obli^nn^ 
her  o!i  every  occasion  to  be  <'ol(l  and  reserved,  makin;^ 
it  evident  that,  all  men  are  wolves  in  sheep's  clothinj^, 
and  cnrtailiiiLj  liberty  of  mind  and  Uxly,  often  has  the 
ed'ect  of  making  the  former  dwell  inwardly  npon  muny 
thin<(s  which  in  u  freer  mode  of  treatment  would  never 
find  in<^ress. 

The  line  of  (U'lnarkation  between  tlie  various  strata 
of  society  in  California  is  not  clearly  defined,  and  yet 
th(!rc  is  something  more  than  a  money  qualification 
required  for  adinittance,  which  evi^ryone  recognises. 
In  a  democTJitic  country  it  cannot  well  Ix;  name,  or 
family;  it  is,  perhaps,  more  correctly  (!(hication  and 
l>osition,  thougli  nowhere  in  America  are  all  other 
considerations  scorned. 

Many  of  tlie  men  of  California,  who  came  there  at 
one  time  poor  and  friendless,  now  hardly  know  liow 
ri<;li  they  are.  It  is  essentially  a  inoney-making  coun- 
try, wliilst  for  reckless  speculation  Californians  are 
pre-eminent,  whether  it  be  in  mines,  lands,  or  stock. 
They  seem  to  live  in  an  atmosj)here  of  excitement, 
ever  engrossed  in  business;  one  day  poor,  another  day 
rich— h)sing  everything,  or  making  a  fortune ;  but 
ecjually  ready  to  stand  drinks  all  round. 

For  generosity  they  have  no  equals.  The  last  half 
dollar  will  be  expended  on  a  passing  acquaintance,  in 
whom  it  would  be  considered  a  great  insult  to  refuse  a 
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drink,  or  even  to  liiiit  at  paying'.  lUit  rsiroly  is  a  man 
nduccd  to  sucli  a  low  (1)1).  Money  is  pl(!ntiliil  in  San 
Fnimisco.  Kven  the  conductor  of  a  .street  car  receives 
ten  shillings  a  day;  likewise  he  who  keeps  the  streets 
cKtan.     Waws  are  liiuli ;   but  livinij,  and  all  artutles  of 
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lately  expensive.  A  stron*^ 
es  thr()U{.^hout  the  community. 
A  .shopman  will  when  liia  work  is  over  meet  you  on 
j)erfe('tly  equal  terms,  though  never  oflen.sive  like  the 
British  'Arry.'  That  type  is  never  met  with  in  Ame- 
rica. His  shop  demeanour,  too,  is  veiy  diflerent;  no 
l)owin*,f  and  scrapinir,  washin<^'  with  invisible  soap, 
which  is  carried  to  such  a  painful  extreme  in  En;,dand. 
In  America  the  extreme  of  independence  is  perhii|)s 
run  into,  but  of  the  two  I  prefer  it.  Always  respc<tful, 
it  is  simply  an  air  of  in(hHerence  whether  you  buy  any- 
thin;^  or  not,  and  a  fixed  |)rice  which  cannot  be 
altered.  Their  manner  always  a|)peared  to  me  to  be 
that  of  men  cnj,Mged  in  an  occupation  uncon<^'enial 
to  them,  but  forced  into  it  ])y  circumstances.  They 
carried  an  air  of  expostulation  in  their  faces  ngain.st 
being  forced  into  civility. 

Lower  down,  this  independence  is  more  amusing.  I 
remember  the  first  time  of  landing  in  San  Francisiio  a 
])arty  of  us  took  a  carriage  to  go  a  short  distance.  On 
a.**king  the  fare  we  were  told  it  was  five  dollars,  de- 
monstrating against  this  extortion.  Cabby  replied, 
'Well,  gentlemen,  guess  we  won't  bustle  about  fiv(^ 
dollars;  come  and  take  a  (]rink  with  me  .all  round.' 
And  so  it  is,  drinks  all  round  all  dav.     No  man  thinks 
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i)f  takiiif*  one  l»y  liiinsclf',  but  always  asks  his  ncigh- 
l)(>ur  lo  join. 

To  lead  tlii.^  lif(!  of  cxcitcmoMt  stiimilatits  aro  n?- 
(|uir(Ml.  As  a  riilo,  I  should  not  ihink  Calironiiaus  arc 
lou<;-hv('(l  ;  old  men  aro  seldoni  socn.  "lis  the  \y,\vv. 
that  kills,  l)ii(-  it  has  jjrcat  fascinations,  and  few  caif 
ahout  lojivinj,'  the  country  for  jfood  ;  while  many  who 
left  have  relumed,  un;d)le  to  live  without  that  excite- 
uuMit  which  pervades  the  alniosj)liere  and  iniprcjiuates 
the  whole  vital  fiainework. 

California  has  been  celebrated  for  its  street  (bids, 
and  though  now  nothing  like  the  number  they  used  to 
be,  they  are  not  uneommon.  Whafi  ver  was  tlu;  causi; 
then,  now  1  think  they  are  simi)ly  the  ellects  of  ruf- 
fianism and  rowdyism.  This  ])art  neci'ssarily  is  a 
refiiLfc  for  many  criminals  who  mi;ihf  advantaj/cously 
be  hiMiL',  but  here  they  llouri>h  uiidisluibed.  No  law 
|)reveuts  a  man  from  carrying  a  n'volver ;  in  liict, 
everyone  does  in  self-defence,  conse(|uently  theii'  are 
a  ifreat  number  ol'  homicides.  Two  men  are  drinkin-jf 
toL'ether,  and  have  some  words.  They  immediately 
draw  their  wea|)ons  and  exchange  shots.  One  ])ro- 
bablv  is  kilh'd.  Tf  without  pistols,  they  nirrei'  to  «ro 
home  and  get  them,  then  shoot  <lirectly  they  see  I'acli 
other.  This  is  called  '  shooting  on  sight.*  During  our 
stay  one  noted  character  came  (o  grief  that  way.  lie 
<|uarrelled  with  a  man  who  had  no  pi>tol,so  generously 
told  him  to  get  it,  and  he  would  shoot  him  the  first 
tiiiui  he  saw  him  again.  The  other  man  took  his  ad- 
vice  and  goi    hi>  pistol.     Then  lu'  thought    the   bot 
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tiling  hv  I'ould  do  was  1<>  shoot  the  otlicr  man  brloiv 
lie  saw  liim.  Accordinuly  lie  stalioiii'd  liiinscll"  in  a 
doorway.  As  liis  IVicnd  pas^id  lie  shot  him  dea<l.  lU' 
was  Irit'd  for  murder  and  anjuiltcMl. 

It  is  curious  lo  >lm;  the  strocts  wlu-n  ihoc  things 
take  j)lac»'.  I'wi)  or  tincL'  >hols  arc  heard  in  rapid 
succession.  Tmm(.'thatrly  cvciylxKly  in  fhr  .>tirctM  get 
in  tliu  dooiways,  a>  if  a  shuwer  of  rain  hud  just  comc' 
on.  Not  a  soul  is  lo  he  x-cn.  Alter  waiting  a  t'ew 
minutes,  ;ind  all  i>  (juiel,  they  emerge,  and  walk  on  as 
if  nothing  had  liiippened. 

Huch  ar(!  a  few  of  the  |)has<'>  of  life  in  San  Francisc(.>. 
At  ;i  future  time  T  may  add  a  few  agricultural  dt'tails 
about  ('alildruia  ;  so  for  tiie  present  will  hid  adii-u  to 
»Sin  Francisco,  the  |);iin  of  j)arling  tL'mi)cri'<l  by  the 
thought  that  perchance  we  shall  meet  again. 
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"AM.  F!U)M  HAN  KRANCIsco  KoK  PAN  AM  A  — AMl'sEMKNTS  ON  nOARI)  AT 
sr.A  — AUIUVK  AT  PANAMA  —  |{IUT  AT  I  A  110(1  A- IIA  I.I-  TO  Mli.  tllAHI.KS 
llRIftllT— lilHISTKNINCl  rtN  lUiAUD — I.KAVK  PANAMA  AND  AIUIIVR  AT 
PAYTA — A  TRIP  To  THK  ItlVKIt  fllIRA  A^TKR  A  I.MOATORH— HA  1 1,  KKOM 
PWTA    AND    AKIMVK    Al    loMt. 

St'pfi'mht'r  28. — It  woiiKl  he  (lilliciill  to  find  ii  more 
iiiiiiit«'ro.stiii;i  |)assa<^L',  ov  iiiore  tcdimis,  lliiiii  tliiit  bf- 
twecn  San  Francisco  and  I'anunia.     Well  may  this  he 
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a   Mctvt'lly  as  it  is  to  sec  land.     Weeks  even  (»rten   j)ass 
l>v  without  a  liird   aitpcarinLf,  siK^li  seenis  to  he  the  in- 
(•((iiality  lu'twcen   s|)a(!t'  iuid   lil'c  in  this  sea,  while  our 
knowledge  of  the  lishes  in  it  docs  not  l:o  nuich  bi'yoiid 
sharks  and  j)orj)oist's.     In  this  direction  there  is  ii  line 
Held  for  e.xploi'alion,  to  icveal  some  of  the  mysteries  of 
the  dee]),  and  settle  many  undecided  jjoiuts  concerning' 
the  numerous  islands  which  dot  its  vast  surface.     Talk 
ing  of  i>lands,  thei'e  are  si-veral  spots  in  this  ocean  (as 
indeed  then'  are  in  the  others)  marked  thus  ?  meaning 
that    it    is  (loul)tl'ul  whether  they  exist   or   not,  though 
icpoited  at  some  time  or  olhci-  hy  a  vessel  as  an  island 
or  rock.      It    would   he  an    c.\ci'llcnt   mission   for  aiiv 
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M|)  to  visit  all  these  in  sn(M'i'ssioii.  and  determine  onci' 
II    whether   they   exist    ov    not.      iia>t    niuht    wc 


passed  ovci'  one  of  llic^c  -pots  marked  douhlful  on  the 
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cliMrt,  l)iif  .«^M\v  imtliiiiL'  •>!'  it.  It  !•<  <;eiuMiilly  t'oiisidiTcil 
siift'sl  In  sk'cr  >lrai}jlil.  tor  llioso  spots,  as  ships  liavc 
seart'lu'd  fortlu'in  in  the  position  assiirniMl  witlioiil  Iimv- 
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m<»  hcon  able  toliud  anyniin^' ;  so,  it  tlicy  exist,  save  in 
fill'  iniM^inafion,  will  most  probably  Ih'  aiiywhor*'  but 
ou  the  spot  nuirked.  'Llicre  are  many  way.s  of  account- 
ing for  these,  siuh  as  ships  being  out  of  their  reckon- 
ing. Mild  Importing  other  islands  as  new  «liseoveiit's.  \(\ 
Sinec  leaving  S:iii  l''raiieiseo  !i  fortnight  ago  we  li;ive 
had  very  light  winds,  and  made  little  j)rogr«'ss.  To 
riilieve  the  nioiiotuny,  we  rt'euininenrfd  onr  Icctiiri's  by 

hearing  an  exeelleiit   one  fioin  (' on  Life  .\>siii-- 

aiifc.  Ily  it  we  wm*  led  t(»  eonelndc  that  Assurance 
Coiiipanies  are  charitable  institutions  fonne<l  solely  (l^) 
for  the  jMirpose  of  befriending  the  poor  man  who  wills 
a  wife  :iiid  l.irge  family  looks  forward  to  his  own  d»' 
cease,  Aimiiicr  evening  saw  the  o!)enin«'  of  tin;  NeL!;r«» 
Minstrels,  an  ever  favourite  amusement  on  board  ship 
amongst  the  sailors.  Our  troupe  made  a  scry  credit- 
able beginning,  ])ossessing  originality,  if  imi  wii.  All 
these  little  amusenu'Uts  on  long  cruise-;  are  veiv  bene- 
ficial, |)a>sii)g  away  time,  and  being  some  \aiiaiii»H  to 
daily  sea  routine. 

This  morning  we  sighted  ( 'larion  island,  one  of  ilu' 
li'evilhi  Gigedo  group  oil'  the  entrance  of  the  ( 'aliforniaii 
(iiilf.  It  has  a  repiitalioii  for  an  abiiiitlaiice  ol"  sharks 
and  sea-birds.  I-'roin  its  appearance  and  |>eciiliarity  of 
formation  it  is  evidently  vol(;anic,  |)resenting  a  x-ries  of 
rugged  p<niks,  without  a  tree  to  be  seen. 

(fcfohi'r  IS. — .\fter  pas>ing  Clarion  inland  we  begin 
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111  ;i|i|»r(i;irli   lli:it  i'i';iiuii  wild"*'  ("ilins  iirc  siid  iilu;iy?> 
l<»  cxi-l.  iiiid   we  wcic  In  Jtjiss  I  lilnlli/Il  Jlln>l||   llif  lilOMil 
ot  |);iil.    Ti>  .nIil  l<»  lilt'  winter  ol'oiif  (liscoiitfiil,  it  wms 
llic  niinv  M'Msoii.     Till'   showers  iiic  h>  lu-avv,  rvory 
ii|K'rliiri'    must    lu'    closi'il.  ;iii<l.  nil    ;^!i^l)    l«>i"    l>ri':ilii. 
N'cvcrtJK'lcys,  tlk'iv  was  a  good  alti'iKlaiu'c  lo   lii-ar  a 
li'i'lurc  <»ii  Ciiarli's  1.  iVmn  W —     ;  and  tlit^  r«»ll<twi!i<^ 
Week  oncrioin  llic  Admii'ai  on  llic  Franco-Ocniian  wai', 
ii|i  to  the  caiiitiilalioii  at  Sedan.     Siiilited    ianil  yesler 
day-  two  small  i.-land.->  a  slioiL  dislanee  from  the  main 
land    III'  Central    Anieiiea  ;    and    tlii>    m(>rnin|j[   |)a^sed 
I'oinI   iMaiiata,  so  lliat         shall  arrive   at   Tanama  lo- 
inorrow. 

(trto/>i'r2\. — Arrived  al  Panama  on  (he  I'.'tli,  wliieli 
|ilaee  we  I'nun;!  I'on-ed  i»nl  oj"  its  normal  >lale  of  las>i 
Inde  iiv  tla'  eominL'"  ol  Sir  Charles  I.ri'jht  to  lav  a 
leleura|»h  wire  hetweeu  A>|»inwall  and  Jamaica.  'I'o 
t  elehrale  tlii>  event,  a  ball  had  hecii  |)lamied,  m)  onr 
ani\al  was  o|>])(trlnne.  \\'<iit  oxer  t(»  the  I>land  of 
'raltoua  on  the  'Jl'iid  in  oi'der  to  eoal.  Yesterday  tlii^  ^pol 
was  the  »eene  of  a  eoniliat  »/  tuiitranri'  between  a])ont 
iirty  oi' our  men  uu  liberty  and  the  inhiibitants.  As  in 
.ill  like  eiises,  it  is  dijlirnll  In  lind  nut  wlm  initialed  tin- 
uinMiiieiil  ImMIi  |tartii's  weie  probably  to  blame. 
'I'hey.  Inr  >ellin_u"  sueh  a  \illanous  eompoiind  whieli 
they  call  litjuoisbut  which  is  ivally  poison;  and  Jack 
for  beiuiu'  snuiewhat  inclined  In  dnmineer  (»\'er  and  de 
spise  all  those  who  mic  not  as  white  in  cnlniu'  as  him- 
seir.  .\nyhow.  a  inw  Innk  place,  slicks  and  stom-s  were 
Ircely  \\i^<'^\.  and  several  nj"  nur  men  canu'  on    board 
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liihlly  liiirl.  Dill  llic  iiiilni'tiiiiiili'  |iurl,  iiixl  whai  piii  :i 
serious  aspt'cl  mi  ulmi  u:i-<  tillici-uiM'  r;illifr:i  Iiulirrdiis 
iidiiii',  was  lliat  llic  '  Alcalde, '  nr  h.-ad  man  n\'  ilie 
island,  came  U)  sli»|»  llie  fi«,diliii;.',  hiil  i^'eliinii  between 
llie  parties,  \va>  >tru(i<  <>n  the  luad  hy  a  >tnnc,  and 
die(|  (V'ini  ('((Meiission  <»!"  (lie  l»rain  a  Irw  liowrs  altei'- 
wai'ds.  lu'iiii^  an  oHieial,  llierv  was,  (»t'  course,  some 
noise  about  it  ;  anil  tlie  (iovernor  ol'  Panama  eame  over, 
and  with  the  Ailiniral  and  our  ('(mi^uI  proei'edi.'tl  to 
invesli|iate  the  matter.  Tin  ic  wa.s  a  go<i(l  deal  <»!'  hard 
swcai'ing,  and  the  end  wa•^  that  they  demande(l  I.IKHI/. 
lor  his  widow,  and  ;')()/.  lor  damaii'e  done  to  properly. 
Tlii^  was  of  eour'^e  absui'd,  lor  many  reasons;  but  w«' 
madi'  a  .>ub>eription  amoiijjst  the  ollif»iv  and  men.  and 
presenli'd  the  widow  (?)  with  ')U/.,  wiiiidi  apparently 
sali.>lied  all  |)arti«'S. 

'I'he   iuauLi,urati»»n   ol"  Iayiii;i    tlie    shore  end   ol"  the 
eable  came  ofl'  at  A-|)inwall,  when  a  siatiie  of  Coluni 
bu-^  was  un\i'iK(l.    'I'he  ball  canieoU'lhe  sami'  e\enin;j, 
of  which    tlif  lollowiim    account    is  i/iNcn   bv  an  e\i;- 
witness  :- 

•]n  cnn>ideratii»n  of  the  M-rvice^  I'cndercci  by  Sir 
Charles  lliaiiht  in  >U|)crinicndinL;  the  layin.ii  "t  a  tfle 
}j[rapli-('al)le  Int.ucen  Ci'iilral  America  and  ,lamaic;i.  the 
li-ading  inhabitants  of  Tanania  <lelirmined  to  a-k  him 
oN'er  and  Li'ive  a  ball  in  hi-  hoiioiu',  as  al-o  to  eonuncnni 
rate  the  au>[)icit»u-«  eviait.  The  •"/ealnu-^"  arrivin::: 
oppoitmiely,  invitations  wen-  -i-nt  lo  her  oHicei-«.  wiih 
a  rcfpie-t  for  the  u-^e  of  mu  band  ^n  the  •>( cation,  which 
wa-  re.MJilv  'iranied. 
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*Sn,  on  llic  cvi'iiinj.',  a  laiijc  |)aily  piJMrcdcd  on  .slunv, 
ni"l  m:i(lc  iln'ir  way  to  iho  Assciiihly  IfomiiM,  whii'li  \\v 
toiiiid  hnlliaiitly  dcroratt'd  and  illmninatcd.  At  liall- 
\y.\s\  ten,  lu'Mfh'd  hy  the  Ailiniral,  we  cntt'ifd  the  hall 
room,  and  al'lcr  |»Myin;^  our  rcspccis  tt>  tiir  I'rcsidcnl, 
liad  linu'  to  look  ahoni  and  survey  the  sct-nc.  Tlu" 
innin  was  lar^ic  and  wi-IMit,  with  scats  all  ronnti,  whilst 
I  he  hand  playi-d  oulsidi"  on  ihc  N('ran<lah.  Tlu'  }.'»'ni'r- 
alily  t»r  the  ladies  wiMC  not,  indeed,  reinaikahic  for 
heawly;  hut  nevertheless  there  were  several  pretty 
girls,  |)erha[)s  trne  (hfscendants  of  Andalusian  ances- 
tresses. These  helles  were  surronnded  l»v  a  nnnierons 
eirele  of  admirers,  some  with  the  strongly  tnarkefl 
I'ealnres  peenliar  to  the  chosen  ("ancasian  race,  others 
fully  attired  in  military  costume,  showin)j;  them  to  he 
olficers  of  the  grt-at  lve]>uMic! 

'The  danciiiji'  went  on  with  j/reat  spirit  until  an  early 
hour,  hroken  only  hy  an  excelh-nt  supper.  Our  hand, 
will)  iheii"  W(atliy  master,  e.\erte<l  themselves  heyoiid 
praise  to  respond  to  the  call  made  upon  their  powers. 
This  they  <li(l  unto  the  end  of  the  hall,  when  many  of 
these  talented  nnisicians  were  found  to  he  overcome  hy 
their  exertions  and  the  heat  of  the  weather.     Hut  Pro- 
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Kepuhlic,  which  snuLjly  incarcerated  them  in  the  "Cala- 
boose," or  town  prison,  wher«'  it  is  to  hi;  hoped  sooth- 
in«;  slund)er  e/lL-cted  their  recovery  on  the  morrow.' 

The  only  other  event  of  importance,  if  I  may  dignify 
it  hy  that   name,  which  took  place  at  Panama,  was  a 
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•  111  i>tL'iiiiiLr  <»ii  hoiinl,  tullowfd  niter  llic  ccrcmttiiv  Ity  a 
daiuH' — the  ri-iisoii  of  llic  fnniicr  lu'in;/  tlial  tlicrr  wan 
III)  rri)t('st;iMt  minister  then  at  pMiiaina. 

A  >teainer  biouiihl  the  party,  eoiisistiii;.'  of  aixajt 
lilty  hidies  and  <feiitU'm('M,  froinraiiama;  and  at  2  i'.M. 
tile  eei'einony  was  lu'ilonned,  ix'iiij/  tlius  doetilu'd  in 
tile  PinKUnii  Mail  of  the  liTtlt  iust. 

'The  relij^'iuiis  ciTemony  was  jjerlonned  on  tin; 
(|iiarter-deek  of  the  splendid  lla|i-sliip,  in  the  prcsi'iiee 
of  the  Adtniral,  his  olIieiTs,  and  all  the  «,'iiests,  with  a 
Molenniify  \url  to  l)e  snrpassed  in  any  ehureh  in  the 
world.  In  s'v^\\\  ot  the  jjreat  Ann?-tron^'s  of  war,  the 
anxious  parents  devoutly  lient  before  the  baptismal 
font,  and  saw  their  llrst-born  initiated  into  that  reli«,'ion, 
the  divine  essence  of  which  breathes  ])eace.  It  was  an 
interesting  scene,  one  that  had  not  before  been  wit- 
nessed on  board  the  "Zealous;"  but  tlie  gallant  Ad- 
miral exj)ressed  his  willingness  always  to  make  the  ship 
available  on  such  occasions,  and  intimated  that  the 
worthy  chaplain  would  be  ever  ready  to  lend  his  ser- 
vices, gracefully  insinuating  that  marriages  were  not 
forbidden  on  board.' 

November  1). — Left  Panama  on  October  ."»(),  and 
steamed  down  the  coast  without  incident  ot  much 
interest.  One  day  we  were  beset  by  sharks,  so  amused 
ourselves  by  trying  the  eflect  of  rille  bullets.  But  they 
have  such  tenacity  of  life  as  to  receive  several  bullets 
without  seeming  to  feel  them.  One  was  c.'uight  and 
hauled  on  board.  It  measured  about  ten  feet,  and  life 
was   e.Ntinct   only  on   the   body    lieiiig   cut    to    pieces. 
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For  tlie  last  week  we  liave  been  steaming  slowly 
along  the  land,  having  a  good  view  of  the  coast  of 
Ecuador.  The  scenery  here  is  certainly  fine,  fj'oni  the 
dense  masses  of  foliage  and  plants  of  all  descriptions 
growing  most  luxurionsly  in  a  wild  state.  We  also 
passed  the  Esmeralda  Eiyer,  considered  at  one  time  a 
great  field  for  emeralds  and  diamonds,  but  which  idea 
has  long  since  been  given  up.  Not  that,  })robably,  pre- 
cious stones  are  not  here,  for  we  find  in  this  continei^t, 
wlierever  civilisatioji  has  penetrated,  hidden  treasures 
are  revealed,  but  because  the  climate  and  desolation  are 
such  that  it  would  daunt  the  greatest  energy.  Only 
one  settlement  did  we  pass  the  whole  way  down,  and 
that  was  a  Dutch  village.  Yesterday  afternoon  we 
arrived  at  Payta,  a  small  town  in  the  northern  part  of 
Peru,  but  deriving  some  importance  from  being  a  call- 
ing place  for  mail-steamers,  and  the  seaport  town  of 
Piura,  about  forty  miles  inland.  There  is  nothing  pic- 
turesque about  tlie  appearance  of  Payta  ;  sand  only  is 
to  be  seen  on  approaching,  and  its  sole  recommendation 
is  a  good  harbour. 

We  observed,  on  entering,  two  or  three  large  mer- 
chant ships,* full  of  coolies  from  Macao,  who  were  being 
landed  on  rafts.  They  will  be  taken  down  to  Caliao, 
and  there  most  likely  sold.  This  civilised  slave-trade 
is  very  paying,  but,  to  our  ideas,  worse  than  wliat  we 
have  expended  so  many  valuable  lives  to  put  down  on 
the  coast  of  Africa.  These  unfortiuiate  ])eople,  if  not 
forcibly  kidnapped,  are  morally  so  ;  entrapped  by  fair 
but  false  [)romises — generally  when  ujider  the  influence 
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of  opium — find  believe,  tlioiigli  tliey  don't  know  wliero 
tliey  are  going  to,  tluit  it  is  gold-digging,  or  sonic 
other  self-enriching  process,  but  from  which  celestial 
dream  they  are  speedily  awakened.  Paying  a  visit  to 
the  shore,  I  passed  by  the  temporary  quarters  of  these 
deluded  wretches.  From  such  a  number  haviuii  been 
crowded  on  board  ship,  many  had  lost  the  use  of  their 
Hmbs,  while  others  appeared  in  a  dying  state  from 
insuflicient  nourishment.  At  the  distribution  of  a  few 
cigars  amongst  the  worst  cases,  great  surprise  and 
gratitude  were  manifested  by  signs,  lifting  their  hands 
to  heaven  in  a  most  significant  and  pitiful  manner. 

Payta,  like  most  Peruvian  towns,  is  dirty.  The 
houses  are  built  chiefly  of  bamboo  and  mud,  the  streets 
narrow,  and  the  whole  appearance  of  the  town  un- 
interesting in  the  extreme.  Such  was  not  the  case  in 
time  gone  by ;  for  it  is  but  1 30  years  ago  since  Lord 
Anson,  when  on  his  famous  voyage  round  the  world, 
hearing  of  the  riches  stored  up  in  Payta,  landed  a 
party  of  men,  sacked  and  burnt  the  place,  sparing 
only  two  churches,  the  reuiains  of  which  stand  now— 
at  least,  the  outer  walls.  Inside  can  be  seen  traces  of 
the  conflagration  in  the  blackened  remnants  of  orna- 
ment, but  which  are  enougii  to  sliow  that  the  tale  of 
riches  is  not  untrue. 

Tliere  is  a  small  river,  about  twenty  miles  from 
here,  abounding  with  alligators,  and  having  otlier  kind 
of  shooting  round  about.  I  subjoin  a  narrative  of  the 
adventures  of  three,  who  were  ambitious  of  obtaining 
a  skin  of  that  scaly  monster  of  tr()[)ic;il  rivers. 
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Alligators  !  By  Jovo,  the  very  idea  of  seeing  some, 
to  say  nothing  of  having  a  shot  at  them,  was, 
indeed,  a  treat,  after  having  been  peinied  up  on  board 
ship  for  several  weeks  ;  so,  hearing  of  the  good  sport 
to  be  liad  at  the  lliver  Chira,  twenty  miles  from  Payta, 
a  worthy  trio  determined  to  pay  it  a  visit,  m  defiance 
of  the  iniiny  discomforts  said  to  accompany  such 
undertakings.  Accordingly,  having  procured  the  ne- 
cessary leave,  we  went  on  shore,  with  only  rugs,  guns, 
and  ammunition,  taking  no  thought  for  the  morrow, 
as  is  generally  the  case  with  sailors  on  a  cruise.  How- 
ever, fortune  ftxvoured  us — that  sweet  little  cherub, 
who  sits  up  aloft,  did  not  on  this  occasion  forget  to 
look  after  the  wants  of  *  poor  Jack.'  With  some 
difficulty  we  procured  three  horses,  and,  once  fairly 
mounted,  were  not  long  in  getting  well  clear  of  the 
town,  following  the  direction  given  us,  to  keep  along 
the  beach  for  about  ten  miles,  till  we  came  to  an  Indian 
village.  The  ride  was  not  an  unpleasant  one — along 
a  narrow  path,  overhung  by  lofty  perpendicular  clifTs 
of  sandstone,  with  here  and  there  a  large  boulder 
ready  to  free  itself  from  mother  earth,  showing  un- 
mistakable signs  of  frequent  landslips.  By  letting  our 
little  steeds  choose  their  own  pace — a  quick,  shuffling 
kind  of  amble — we  reached  the  village  in  less  than  two 
hours.  Dismounting  at  the  house  of  the  Alcalde  to 
refresh  both  man  and  beast,  we  enquired  the  way  to 
the  establishment  of  a  certain  Senor  Cap-i-tan  Gale,  an 
Englishman  who  had  settled  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  and  to  whom  we  had  been  recommended  to  go. 
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Understanding    our    Aiiglo-S'j)anisli,    in    losfss    than    a 
quarter-of-an-liour  we  were  again  in  the  saddle,  ao 
companied    by   a    '  nigger '    for   a   guide,    who   rode 
'  pilhon  '  on  the  strongest  beast.     Having  lieard  tliat 
the  person  to  whose  quarters  we  were  now  boimd  had 
settled  ni  these  parts,  we  expected  to  find  a  large  farm- 
house— foi'gettinfj   for   the  moment  that  we  were  in 
Peru ;  and,   indeed,    when,   after   riding  over  dreary 
miles  of  sand,  passing  occasionally  the  carcase  of  a 
dead  horse   or  donkey — the  latter  a  sight  as  rarely 
seen  as  '  a  dead  drummer ' — we  came  to  some  fertile 
land,  thickly  wooded  in  many  places,  in  the  middle  of 
which  was  a  httle  shrubbery,  having  a  gated  entrance, 
we  were  rash  enough  to  entertain  ideas  of  there  being 
some  Miss  G.'s,  music,  &c.,  after  dinner.     However, 
we  were  soon  aroused  from  our  reverie  by  sighting  an 
ugly-looking    house,    built   of  bamboo,   and   by   the 
yelping  of  dogs,  followed  by  the  appearance  of  a  tall, 
well-built  individual,  v/ho  immediately  welcomed  us, 
and  desired  us  '  to  accept  the  poor  hospitality  at  his 
disposal.'     And  very  thankful  we  were,  too,  after  our 
long,  dusty  ride,  rough  though  our  quarters  might  be ; 
but  our  host,  being  a  worthy  type  of  the  rough-and- 
ready  old  whaling  captain,  did    all  in  his  power  to 
make  us  comfortable ;  and  soon  afterwards  his  wife  (a 
native  of  Peru)  prepared  a  goodly  repast  for  us,  in  the 
shape  of  a  stew  of  some  kind,  but  of  which  we  were 
too  hungry  to  inquire  the  ingredients.     Our  bed  con- 
sisted of  dried  Indian  corn-shucks,  spread  on  the  floor, 
a  great  deal  more  comfortable  than  rnay  appear,  as  we 
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wore  only  uwnkeiicd  al  dawn  cd'  tl.iy  by  llie  t'linttcriiig 
and  .squal)brni<f  of  son^c  llioiisauds  of  parrots  and 
])aroquL'ts.  Tlie  liiit  was  only  a  stone's  throw  from 
the  I'iver ;  tlie  ground  all  round,  therefore,  was  very 
fertile,  without  requiring  iriigatiou,  consequently 
Indian  corn  and  grain  were  plentiful,  as  also  l)irds  of 
idl  description.  Further  sleep  being  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, we  rose,  and,  shouldering  our  guns,  strolled 
forth  to  sec  what  we  could  find  for  breakfast.  We 
had  not  to  ijo  far  before  our  ba^  was  well  filled  with 
wild  doves,  pigeons,  grey  squirrels,  parrots,  and  a 
4)e(acs  of  iguano,  common  to  Peru,  called  a  '  captiz,' 
all  of  which  we  kne^v  would  make  a  good  stew  ;  so, 
returning  to  our  abode,  we  turned  over  the  spoil  to 
the  old  lady,  who,  with  great  alacrity,  soon  produced 
an  excellent  meal.  Arrangements  had  been  made  for 
our  visit  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  the  following  day 
in  search  of  alligators,  in  a  large  canoe,  and,  as  it  was 
our  last  day,  we  sent  the  horses  on  to  meet  us  there,  in 
order  to  ride  home,  as  it  would  have  taken  two  days 
to  paddle  back  up-stream  to  the  hut,  wliercas  it  only 
took  four  or  five  hours  to  come  down.  The  latter 
part  of  the  day  we  spent  in  preparing  our  ginis  and 
chattels.  In  the  evenings  the  old  skipper  and  his 
friend  '  Joe '  would  entertain  us  with  most  wonderful 
stories  of  their  whaling  career,  and  hair-breadth 
escapes.  However,  he  really  was  a  splendid  shot,  and 
had  been  known  to  pierce  an  orange  resting  on  the 
palm  of  his  friend  Joe's  hand,  at  fifty  yards,  in  the 
main  street  of  Payta,  before   an  ast«.>nishe<l   croMd  (»r 
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spectators.  Tlio  l^rilisli  Consul  is  able  lo  voiicli  for 
tlio  truth  of  this,  having'  biit'u  an  eye-witness.  His 
periodical  visits  to  Payta  used  to  cause  his  old  wife  no 
small  amount  of  alarm  as  to  his  safety,  as  he  generally 
returned  undei-  a  '  heavy  crowd  of  canvas.'  Whilst 
we  were  there — in  fact,  the  day  before  our  trip  down 
the  river — our  friend  made  one  of  these  visits,  and 
returned  in  a  very  amusing  frame  of  mind,  causing  us 
iiuicli  lauu'hlcr  tlu'  wholi'  eveninGf  at  his  extraordinary 
stories. 

The  next  morning  we  started  in  the  canoe  down 
till'  river,  with  the  old  '  skij)per  '  and  '  Joe,' and  liad 
not  proceeded  very  far  before  we  saw  several  alligators 
slij)  into  the  water  at  our  a])proach,  but,  being  so  much 
the  colour  of  the  muddy  bank,  made  it  to  the  in- 
experienced eye  very  didicult  to  discern  them.  Pre- 
sently wc  discovered,  in  the  distance,  a  spit  of  land,  on 
which  were  four  or  five  young  alligators  basking  in  the 
sun.  We  at  once  made  for  them,  but,  to  our  dis- 
appointment, they  all  slipped  into  the  water,  exce[)t 
one.  He  was  fired  at,  when  about  forty  yards  distant, 
and  hit  just  behind  the  fore-shoulder,  but  it  required 
another  bullet  to  prevent  him  from  wriggling  off  the 
bank  and  to  put  an  end  to  his  struggles.  We  at  once 
landed,  and  one  of  the  men  from  the  canoe  proceeded 
to  get  him  ready  for  embarkation,  by  cleansing,  &c. 
Whilst  this  was  going  on,  we  were  all,  with  one  ex- 
ception, standing  in  the  mud,  looking  at  the  prize, 
wlien,  to  our  astonishment,  three  of  the  alligators  were 
seen  relui'iiing  to  land    not   many  yards  off,  and  one, 
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bolder  tlifin  tlie  rest,  adviinood  about  ton  feet  out  of 
water,  wlien  a  well-directed  ball  laid  liiiu  on  his 
'beam-ends,'  breaking  liis  fore-slioulder,  and  passing 
clean  throngh  the  body.  This  being  niiiid)er  two,  we 
thought  ourselves  very  lucky,  and  were  quite  prepared 
to  return.  Several  others  were  hit  on  the  way  down- 
stream, but  they  managed  to  roll  into  the  water,  and, 
of  course,  sunk.  It  was  a  grand  sight,  when  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  to  see  some  hundreds  of  these  big 
beasts  swimming  along,  with  only  their  eyes  and  nose 
above  water.  Landing,  we  found  our  horses  ready  for 
us,  so,  securing  our  alligators  for  the  journey,  with  a 
bag  of  smaller  game,  said  farewell  to  our  worthy  okl 
host,  and  started  for  Payta,  with  many  regrets  that  our 
short  but  pleasant  cruise  had  come  to  an  end. 

It  was  very  late  before  we  got  on  board  that  day,  as, 
during  the  ride  back,  one  of  the  horses  broke  down, 
and  positively  refused  to  carry  its  rider,  who  had  to 
dismount  and  share  one  of  the  others  ;  then,  by  dint  of 
blows,  we  managed  to  drive  the  pooi-  tired-out  animal 
on  before  us  till  we  reached  Payta. 

November  15 — Left  Payta  yesterday  for  Concepcion. 
The  mail  came  in  on  the  loth,  but  brought  little  news, 
except  as  regards  the  war — a  telegram  to  say  that 
Metz  had  capitulated,  and  Bazaine  surreiulered  with 
150,000  men.  This  disaster,  no  doubt,  will  alter  the 
whole  com[)lexion  of  affairs,  and  go  far  towards 
stranghng  the  slight  hope  the  French  had  of  shaking 
ofT  the  grip  of  their  enemy.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine 
:i  man  ^nrrendering  such  a  large  army  without  a  battle. 
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L'spucitill}'  wlieii  till?  PrussiuM  ;iriny  outside  tlie  walls 
could  not  have  outiiiuiibcrod  them  l)y  luuch,  if  at  all ; 
only  time  can  sliovv  whether  the  scarcity  of  food  was 
such  as  to  palliate  a  step  which  deprived  France  of  a 
lai'ge  body  of  men  at  a  most  critical  time. 

Concepcion,  though  not  more  than  two  thousand 
miles  in  a  direct  line  from  Payta,  is  considerably 
more  so  by  the  route  that  ships  under  sail  nuist  neces- 
sarily take  in  order  to  reach  it,  and  the  passage  varies . 
at  difTcrent  times  of  the  year,  according  to  the  south- 
east trade-wind  being  more  or  less  to  the  eastward, 
enabling  you  either  to  lay  well  to  the  southward,  or 
else  forcing  you  out  fr(im  land  a  long  distance  before 
you  are  far  enough  south  to  pick  up  a  westerly  wind. 
So  there  are  a  good  many  opinions  as  to  when  we  shall 
arrive;  December  20  being  considered  about  the  day. 

November  23. — For  tlie  last  week  we  have  had 
nothing  but  light  winds,  so  made  slow  ])rogress,  but  now 
are  beginning  to  f(;el  the  trade-wind  much  strongei*. 
Tins  ocean  is  so  vast  that  even  now^  it  can  hardly  be 
said  that  the  winds  in  different  localities  are  as  well 
known  as  those  of  the  Atlantic,  more  especially  since 
our  knowledge  is  based  upon  the  experience  of  a  certain 
number  of  vessels  foUowiuLj  more  or  less  in  the  same 
path.  That  experience  in  this  quarter  has  not,  for 
sevei'al  reasons,  such  a  wide  lield  as  in  the  Atlantic. 
Consequently,  peculiarities  of  wind  and  wearlicr  are 
often  found  here  aj)parently  o])posed  to  all  previous 
experience,  and  preventing  any  certainty  of  prophecy 
ns  io  what  mav  be  (^ncountorod,  but  in   .      !'.ty  only 
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iinotlier  link  wliich,  if  gatlicrcd  like  the  rest,  will 
('(»ni|)Iet('  our  cliniii  of  kiunvledgo  of  the  vagai'ies  of 
winds  and  currents. 

\\\   llic  way  of  amusement  Inst  Wednesday  was  a 

Icelui-e  from  A on  Charles  I. — a  defenee  of  him, 

■\vhi(;h  led  to  h^wc  debate  afterwards.  The  Minstrels 
gave  a  performance  last  night,  and,  under  the  able 
presidency  of  '  Massa  Johnson,'  kept  up  the  reputation 
they  liad  earned  on  a  previous  occasicm,  'Bones,'  as 
usual,  being  the  chief  contributoi'. 

Noveniher  26. — Yesterday  we  had  a  very  interesting 
incident  to  vary  the  monotony  of  our  sea-cruise.  For 
the  last  three  days  we  have  been  startled  by  the  unusual 
sight  of  1  ship,  apparently  a  whaler.  In  fact  we  knew 
she  must  be  a  whaler  by  the  look-out  men  at  her 
masthead ;  so,  knowing  we  w^ere  now  approaching  the 
whale  country,  kept  an  observing  eye  upon  her. 
Yesterday  forenoon  we  observed  her  send  away  three 
boats;  she  was  then  several  miles  to  windward,  so  we 
were  not  able  to  make  out  much,  except  tliat  we  could 
see  the  white  spi'ay  thrown  up  by  the  wliales  when 
blowing,  therefore  concluded  they  had  got  in  amongst 
a  '  school.'  This  proved  correct,  as  in  the  chase  they 
gradually  closed  on  us  till  we  could  see  everything 
distinctly.  It  was  quite  exciting.  We  sr.w  the  boat 
a[)proacli  to  wliei'e  some  six  or  eight  whales  were 
sporting,  and,  after  a  few  fruitless  efforts  in  throwing 
the  harpoon,  one  was  at  last  transfixed.  Away,  he 
Avent,  and  away  flew  the  boat,  now  one  way,  now 
another.      They  had    gradually  been  apj)roaching  us 
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ill    this   time,  ;iinl   wi'i'c   now    (jiiitc  clos*',  so  wt- 


took 


ill  sail  in  older  to  ohsci'vc  tlicii"  inov«Mn('!its  bettor. 
Anotlior  boat  had  har|)Ooiie(l  a  whale,  but  lost  it  at'tor 
a  short  chase.  In  the  nioantinio,  the  first  boat  hold  on 
mnnfully,  the  whale  i'vidently  },'ettin<i;  slnfif^'isii  and  ex- 
hausted, blowiiij.'  uj)  ^ivat  ([uantilies  of  blood  and 
water,  which  tinsed  the  water  all  round  when  ho 
came  to  the  surface.  They  were  sperm  whales  of  an 
<'nonnous  size — T  should  think  quite  forty  or  fifty  feet 
lono;,  and  of  jireat  bulk.  We  w«'re  now  ri;jflit  in  the 
middle  of  them,  and  one  boat  was  so  close'  to  the  shi|) 
that  they  had  to  |)ull  o.it   of  the  way  to  prevent  being 


run  down,   no  doubt  wishiiiL'  us  anvwhere  else 
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first  whale  was  now  nearlv  killed,  but  as  they  were 
gradually  getting  furtlit^r  away  from  us  to  leeward,  we 
felt  obliged  to  waste  no  more  time,  but  i)i()ceed  on 
our  way  with  every  wish  for  their  success.  Whaling  is 
hard  and  dangerous  work,  requiring  great  caution  in  ap- 
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such  as  we  have  just  passc( 
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skill  and  |)resi'nce  of  mind  to  guide  the  boat  after 
striking — a  sweep  of  the  tail  would,  if  it  struck  the 
boat,  send  it  fiftv  feet  into  the  air.  Fortunately,  like 
other  large  animals,  they  do  not  know  their  own  power. 
DeceiiiOer  0. — For  the  last  fortnight  we  have  been 
makino-  o-ood  nro<rress,  so  that    bv  the  4th  we  had  r 
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out  of  the  iuHucnce  of  the  trade-winds  into  the  reu'ion 
of  '  calms.'  But  two  days'  steaming  brought  us  into 
contact  with  a  fine  westerly  wind,  which  we  were  not 
slow  to  take  advantaoe  o{'  and  which  is  now  carr\iiiii" 
us  along  towards  the  coast  of  Chile. 
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I, eel  1 1  It's,  iVi'c  :iii(l  t-ioy  ('iilcil;iiimiciits,  :iii(l  iniiist  rcl^v 
still  conrniiic  lo  allord  sonic  rdiiXiitioii  Ml  :i  liiiit*  wIk'h 
one  (lay  dillrri'tli  IVuiii  another  only  in  lu-ing  somewhat 
neai'ei' ynni' (loslina!i(»n.  Were  il  olherwise.  were  these 
<hiys  replelc  with  iiilcivstin^  incidents,  sueli  u  journey 
as  that  from  Sun  Francisco  to  ('i»nce|icion  would  require 
a  vohnne,  instead  of  lu'iii}^'  without  dilliculty  comprised 
in  a  clia|)ter.  It  is  this  dearth  of  matter  whicii  rendciN 
it  so  dillicult  to  mak(?  a  journal  interostin<i'  when  it  has 
to  deal  with  tiie  sea  portion  of  o      life. 

Ih'ceni/mr  15. — Anehoi'cd  oil'  lonH'  in  the  Hay  of 
Coiuu'peion  to-day  after  a  fairly  ^'ood  passage  of  thirty- 
one  days  from  I'ayta.  Thus  comes  to  an  end  the  first 
p!.  t  of  our  cruise  in  southern  waters.  This  is  our  most 
soutluM'u  i)oint  at  present,  and  we  shall  proceed  to  work 
u[)  the  coast  of  this  continent,  until  linally  strikinuaway 
to  the  far  west,  resting  only  from  onr  labours  for  any 
])eri()d  wIumi  snugly  anchored  in  I'^stjuimalt  llaibour. 
Then  after  restinii;  a  few  months,  we  shall  go  Ibrih  for 
the  last  time  to  visit  fresh  scenes,  {uid  follow  a  new 
track,  initil  the  time  comes  for  the  most  welcome  one 
of  all,  viz.,  to  old  Ku'dand. 
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H;UNANI»K/.    ISI.AMt      HKIKIIIK's    MmiK-UT  I  — AHIM  V  H   AT  V  Af.l'All  \ISi) 

in:s(  itirrioN  ok  rm;  Ktwx  — TirivvrittcAr.s  on    noAini     Aiiviit'*  in 
i:rrtiii'i;-A  visit  in  saxitauo — i.kam:  \ ai.I'akaiso. 

\Vk  ari'ivod  in  CoiK-cpcicui  \h\\  ;m<l  Miiclioicd  oIl'Tonu^ 
on    iJoccmlx'i"    I<»,    wlicrc    we   IoiiikI    ilic   •  ( 'nnn^loon  ' 
nuiiilinyi    us,    liavinn-    l)r<)iiLilit    oiii'   ninils  down    from 
N'alpiii'jiiso,  besides  sonic  ollicei's  coinc  out   tVoin   Kul!; 
liind  lo  join  the  *  Zealous.' 

It.  is  only  of  late  years  that  Tona''  lias  rism  into 
notice  as  likt'ly  to  heeonie  the  el  '  !'  seaport  town  in 
the  south  of  Chili.  Its  local  advantages  aic  heuinninjjf 
to  l)c  I'ccogniscd,  situated  as  it  is  at  the  cntiancc  of  the 
hay,  possessing  a  ;^'ood  anehorajic  and  all  the  I'cqnisites 
foi'  cai'i'viiiji,'  on  the  exportation  of  nicicliandisi',  liir 
snpciior  toTalcahuaiio,  thi!  now  most  gcneially  used 
anchorage,  from  its  being  nearer  to  Concepcion,  the 
base  of  operations  and  depot  for  supplies.  J'ut  when  a 
vailw./  — at  present  under  contemplation—  is  comijleted 
to  Tome,  it  will  speedily  develo[)  into  a  prosp'i-ous  com- 
mercial seajjort  town — that  is,  in  comparison  with  its 
j)resent  state,  and  aeciM'ding  to  the  resources  of  the 
country.  At  present  it  is  in  its  infancy  and  about  as 
uninteresting  a  town  as  can  l^e  imaLnned,  but  the 
country  round  is  very  pretty  and  productive.    This  was 
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suiniiKM',  and  it  was  not  nnooniinon  clnrhiir  a  raniblo  to 
come  ticross  liirge  fields  of  strawherrios. 

ConcojHMon  is  distant  IVom  Tome'  ai)mit  twenty 
miles,  and  tlie  only  now  existing  public  means  of  loeo- 
motion  is  a  coach  wlii<'li  runs  between  the  two  places 
twice  a  week ;  so  desiring  to  see  Concepcion,  and 
hearing,  though  it  wuh  sunnnei",  snipe  could  be  found 
in  the  vicinity,  we  made  uj)  a  ])arty  to  go  for  a  couple 
of  (hivs.  Accordii.ixlv  on  Saturday  morninu',  after  an 
early  br^-akfast,  we  went  on  shore  to  whcve  the  coach 
started,  the  sight  of  which  ueai'ly  caused  us  to  repent 
our  (U'terinination,  knowing  wc  had  to  travel  so  uiany 
miles  in  this  most  ancient  and  extraordinarv-k)okint>' 
eonveyance,  innocent  of  springs,  a  box  on  wheels,  many 
feet  from  the  ground,  with  just  room  for  the  party 
inside  and-out.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  taken  from 
the  Incas,  and  no  doubt  something  of  the  kind  may  be 
seen  in  the  wilds  of  Ireland  to  this  day.  It  was  drawn 
by  five  horses  all  abreast  of  each  other,  and  in  attend- 
aiice  Avas  a  ]*icturesque-looking  individual  called  a 
'  guacho,'  habited  in  a  dirty  '  jM>ncho,*  big  spurs,  and 
'  sombrero,' who  rode  by  the  side  (»f  the  coach,  and 
on  coming  to  any  steep  j)lace,  or  when  fbrding  a  river, 
hooked  his  horse  in  front  of  the  others,  and  making 
a  fiendish  noise,  iu'ued  them  over  the  obstacle.  The 
'  |)oncho  '  is  a  sort  of  blanket,  many-coloured,  and  in 
the  middle  is  a  slit  for  the  head  to  come  through  ;  it 
then  lays  over  the  shoulders,  making  a  most  comfort- 
able ])aletol. 

We  started  at   S  a.m..  and  after  proceeding  about  a 
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mile  along  tlu.'  sea  shore,  asceiidetl  by  a  wiiKliiitr  !'*«i(l 
iij)  a  stee|)  hill.  liut  the  iK'aiitifiil  seeiu;  which  met 
the  eye  on  arriving  at  the  to])  am])ly  repaid  us,  for  Ave 
found  it  overlooked  one  of  tliose  charming  little  valleys 
seldom  seen  save  in  South  America,  and  generally  far 
inland.  Here  on  each  side  were  the  rugged  and 
l)arreu  clills,  and  then  down  at  your  feet,  miniatured 
by  distance,  the  green  plain  ])artly  devoted  to  cattle 
and  partly  to  grain,  whilst  by  the  side  of  a  small  river 
almost  hid  bv  a  i^rove  of  trees  was  the  farm  oi'  ranehe. 
Such  a  pi^aceful,  quiet  spot;  lucky  the  man  who  owned 
such  an  oasis.  The  road  was  in  some  places  very 
rough,  and  \vc  wei'e  nuich  jolte<l,  but  wh(!n(ner  we 
came  to  a  good  level  piece  of  ground  the  horses  were 
put  to  racing  speed,  and  though  five  abreast  may  seem 
an  awkward  mode  of  driving,  our  coachman  managed 
liis  team  with  great  dexterity. 

The  country  we  passed  tlirt)ugh  ap|)eared  to  possess 
good  qualities  for  cultivation,  though  from  the  aridness 
of  the  soil  at  that  height,  vegetation  was  of  stunted 
growth.  Many  plants  connnon  to  England  thrive  in 
this  region.  Especially  to  be  noticed  was  the  '  calceo- 
laria,' growing  in  great  profusion  by  the  roadside,  but 
for  the  cause  I  have  mentioned  not  attaining  that  rich- 
ness in  its  wild  state,  to  which  it  can  be  biouuht  bv 
careful  training.  We  [)assed  through  the  village  of 
Penko — the  site  of  old  Conce[)cion  before  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  an  earthquake— and  arriving  at  the  halfway 
house,  descended  to  ease  our  jolted  lind)s  whilst  the 
horses  were  changeil ;  after  which,  proceeding  on  our 
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w;iy,  \VL'  WL'ic  not  sony  ulicii  (Vtiiccpcloii  came  in 
sight,  liiiviiig  hc.'cii  hufl'cted  about  (or  two  lioiirs  and 
a  iiair,  Ijcsidc  wliicli  tlic  dust  and  iieat  were  as  nothing. 
The  town  IVoni  outside  lias  a  most  insiunificant 
apiJWirancA'.  'Jliis  is  cansi'd  by  the  lowncss  oi'  tht* 
liouses,  nearly  all  of  which  have  but  one  storey,  from 
the  prevalence  of  eartli(|nakes  ;  for  they  know  not  the 
ilav  oi"  till'  hour  when  one  of  those  fearful  \isitations 
may  tak(!  place,  and  bui'y  the  town  in  ruins.  It  is  a 
common  belief  there  that  Conce|)cion  is  destioyed 
('\ery  forty  years,  and  as  it  is  now  al)oul  that  number 
of  v<'ars  since  its  last  tot-d  dcsti'uction  t(tok  place  they 
ai'c  begiuninu"  to  look  foi'ward  to  building  a  new  town, 
which  accounts  for  the  ])resen(  dwellings  being  nearly 
all  ,-ingie  storied,  and  chiclly  coir-Jtructed  of  a  species 
(»f  clav.      I  ha\'e  felt  the  shocks  of  two  or  thr'c  earth- 


(piakes, 


but  I  had  nevcM"  experienced  oni'  strong 
enough  to  I'uabh'  nu'  to  realise  the  peculiar  feeling  oi' 
dread  attached  to  them — that  ovi'i'whehning  fear  which 
rend(>rs  men  childish  and  lills  women  with  the  fren/y 
of  nriduess  at  the  siu'lil  ol"  universal  destruction  worked 
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le  mornnig    lollowuiu'    our 


u'rival,  when  suddenlv,  Avhilst  still  in   bed,  the  wlioh 
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liousi'  began  to  shake  violently  as  if  heavily-laden 
Avaggons  were  jiassing  rapidly  through  the  street.  Ihil 
the  absence  of  noise  <lis])osed  of  that  i(ka,  and  the 
shaking  continuing  and  increasing,  I  rightly  concluded 
it  was  an  earthquake,  and  was  on  the  ])oint  of  rushing 
into  the  street,  ihe  pi'o])er  course  to  j)ursue,  unmindful 
of  tli(>  scantiness  of  mv  attire,  when  foiluuatelv  for  the 
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modest  (?)  susre|)tibiliti(js  of  tlic  iiativi's,  it  .subsicK  1, 
;iii(l  I  WL'iit  no  furtlu'r  tliaii  iIk;  threshold.  The  iii- 
liiibitaiits,  liowever,  are  so  accustoiued  to  these  slioeks 
that  tliey  do  not  suspend  their  daily  avoealions  until 
tlie  houses  begin  to  fall,  when  their  terror  is  in  ])ro- 
portion  to  their  former  indiflerenee. 

The  earthquake  I  have  alluded  to,  which  took  place 
in  1835,  and  ])roved  so  ruinous  to  Concepcion,  is  well 
described  by  Mr.  Darwin,  as  follows  : — 

'At  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  2()t'U)f  February,  very 
large  flights  of  sea-fowl  were  noticed  passing  over  the 
city  of  Concepcion  from  the  sea  coast  towards  the 
interior.  At  forty  mimites  past  eleven  a  shock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt,  slightly  at  iirst,  but  increasing 
rapidly.  During  the  first  half  minute  many  persons 
remained  in  their  houses,  but  then  the  convulsive 
movements  were  so  strong  that  the  alarm  became 
general,  and  they  all  rushed  into  open  places  for 
safety.  The  horrid  motion  increased;  people  could 
hardly  stand  ;  buildings  wavered  and  tottered ;  sud- 
denly an  awful  overpowering  shock  caused  univei'sal 
destruction  ;  aud  in  less  than  six  seconds  the  city  was 
in  ruins.  The  stumiing  noise  of  falling  houses:  the 
horrible  cracking  of  the  earth,  which  opened  and 
shut  rapidly  iuid  rej)eatedly  in  numerous  places ;  the 
desperate,  heartrending  outcries  of  the  people  ;  the 
blinding,  smothering  clouds  of  dust  ;  the  utter  helj)less- 
ness  and  confusion;  and  the  extreme  hornu-  and  al;irm 
can  neither  be  des(Til)ed  or  fully  imagined.  About 
half  an  hour  after  the  shock,  the  sea  having  retired 
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ffo  iMucli  tliiit  vessels  liivin<i:  in  seven  fatlioiiis  water 
■wore  agmuiid,  and  every  rock  and  shoal  in  the  bay 
Avas  visible,  an  enormous  wiive  was  seen  forcing  its  way 
throngli  the  western  passage,  which  separates  Quiri- 
(juina  Island  from  the  mainhmd.  This  terrific  swell 
swept  the  steep  shores  of  everything  moveable  within 
tliiity  feet  (vertically)  from  high  water  mark,  and  then 
rushed  biick  ag;iin  in  a  torrent  which  canied  every- 
thing within  its  reach  out  to  sea.  A  second  wave,  and 
then  a  third,  api)arently  larger  than  the  jjreceding  ones, 
completed  the  I'uin.  Earth  and  water  trend)led,  and 
exhaustion  appeared  to  follow  tlieir  mighty  eflbrts.' 

This  account,  from  occurrences  of  a  similar  nature 
wliicli  liave  taken  place  since,  we  know*  to  be  no  ex- 
aggeration, and  there  is  nothing  to  warrant  a  belief  that 
it  may  not  take  place  again  at  any  moment.  T  cannot 
but  think  that  even  Mark  Ta])ley,  if  he  had  come  here, 
would  have  taken  some  credit  to  himself  :for  being 
jolly  under  such  circumstances.  '  :  .' 

But  to  return  from  this  little  digiession  aboiit  earth- 
quakes to  a  less  interesting  toj)ic,  our  own  selves.  The 
town,  as  we  drove  through,  bore  no  signs  of  an  im- 
pending fate  ;  all  was  clean  and  cheerful,  iind  if  the 
houses  liad  not  imposing  exteriors,  an  occasional  glance 
at  the  insides  gave  evidence  of  that  taste  in  and  love  of 
sumj)tuous  furniture,  eminently  a  characteristic  of  the 
Chilians.  Our  driver  pulled  up  at  the  principal  hotel 
(Del  Conunercio),  1  should  think  the  largest  house  in 
the  town,  kej)t  by  an  P^nglishman  ;  and  whilst  discussing 
a  hearty  huK'li,  y\v  made  inquiiies  about  the  shooting. 
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'J'lie  aiiswL'i.s  wore  vague,  but  at  last,  by  tlic  as:^istau('^' 
of  our  landloril,  we  found  we  :slu)ukl  have  to  <jfo  six  miles 
out  of  tlie  town,  so,  in  preferenee  to  walking,  bargained 
for  a  little  further  acquaintanro  with  the  vehicle  that 
iiad  already  bi'ouglit  us  so  far.  The  last  state  was 
worse  than  the  (ii'st,  i'nv  we  had  to  |)iiss  through  some 
gateways,  always  impassable  to  live  horses  abreast,  and 
often  so  to  the  vehiele  itself.  Jiut  the  two  outsiders 
being  disengaged,  the  gates  were  charged  ;  vict(jry  to 
the  wheels  was  the  consequence,  and  we  alighted  in 
safety  on  some  level  marsh  ground,  though,  as  it  was 
now  summer,  nearly  diy,  and  we  found  partridge 
ine^'.iad  of  snipe.  'Jhe  latter,  here  as  everywhere  else, 
migrate  during  the  summer  months,  though  a  stray 
bird  may  be  picked  up  occasionally.  Not  far  from 
this  spot  we  came  upon  a  lai'ge  wood,  easy  to  be 
traversed  from  one  end  to  the  other,  in  Avhich  we  found 
a  great  numl)er  of  wild  j)igeon — laig'c,  dai'k-plumaged 
birds,  and  excellent  eatinii; — which  <jave  us  uood  sport, 
being  assisted  thereto  by  munbers  of  big  hawks,  who 
kept  circling  over  the  trees,  then  suddenly  swooping 
down,  would  dislodge  a  ct)vey  of  pigeons.  The  curious 
thing  was  that  these  hawks  seemed  to  know  exactly 
what  we  were  about.  They  had  no  fear  of  us.  but 
Avould  come  close  to  the  gun  when  tired,  collecting  all 
round  as  if  ready  to  pick  up  any  wounded  bird  that 
fell.  By  this  time  it  was  dark,  and  though  our  sj)ort 
had  been  mild,  we  returned  to  the  hotel  in  a  very 
contented  frame  of  mind,  which  anyone  can  under- 
stand wlio  has  landed  after  a  long  voyage. 
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V.\\\\\  llic  next  nioiMiiiiL!;  we  drove  out  in  two  liulit 
traps  to  iiiiotlicr  j)l;ico  not  so  far ;  to  rcacli  whicli  we  had 
to  pass  tlirougli  a  level,  i)ark-like  |)lain,  stiidch.Ml  with 
sliruhs,  l)iit  liai'dly  a  ti'eu  to  be  seen,  thai  a])peaied 
])('culiarly  well  a(hipte(l  for  a  racecourse  from  its 
smoothness.  We  ^fot  out  by  the  sid(»  of  a  marsh,  in 
the  middle  of  which  was  a  small  lake,  but  almost  un- 
approachable from  ]\\\i\\  reeds  and  deep  mud.  IhU 
Ave  mana^U(!d  to  kill  a  few  ducks  as  they  (lew  across, 
which  were  brought  out  by  the  dog.  After  this  we 
came  across  some  snipe  and  wild  swans,  one  of  which 
latter  we  managed  lo  obtain,  with  several  of  the  former. 
Having  now  secured  a  veiy  good  bag,  we  returned  to 
lh(!  town.  Passing  through  the  Plaza  we  found  a  large 
assemblaue  listening  to  a  good  military  band,  and-manv 
h)oks  of  astonishment  were  turned  on  the  slraiigei's. 
No  woiidei' !  an  Englishman's  shootIn<i;  coslume  is  to 
these  languid  people,  who  hate  to  walk  live  yards,  the; 
embodinu'iit  of  mystery.  They  cannot  understand  how 
we  like  it  for  walking's  sake,  or  upon  the  mere  chance 
of  uettinu'  a  few  l)ir(ls.  Ihit  though  gn^atlv  wanting  'n 
energy,  the  Chilians  liav(!  man}' good  qualities.  I  think 
there  is  no  doul)t  of  their  being  the  foremost  race  on 
the  South  American  continent,  and  ihey  show  visible 
signs  of  improvement  year  by  year.  For,  unlike  many 
other  of  these  countries,  acknowledging  the  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  foreign  enei'gies  and  develoimient,  they 
encourage  their  presence  amonfjst  them,  and  to  Enuiish- 
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cxcliiiiiU'cd  oiii'  Cinnrorlahlc  qiiMitcrs  ;il  llic  liotcl  Inr 
oiii'  old  IViciid  I  III!  co.'icli,  iiiid  <li'(»\('  l);ick  lo  'roiiu' 
without  riii'iluT  incident.  Tli;il  id'tcmooh  \\\rrv  \v:is 
ii  diinc'c  on  l)o;ir(l,  iuid  :dl  the  residents  ;il)out  TonK' 
ciuiu;  oil'  to  tlie  ship.  We  then  had  an  oppoitnnity  of 
seeiii<.(  perforniL'd  tlio  '  sanui-cueea,'  the  dance  of  the 
eonntry ;  musie,  ii  guitar,  accompanied  by  sinuinu'  of  a 
monotonous  charactei'.  It  is  somewhat  utter  the  style 
of  tlie  Spanish  fandango,  and  is  easily  learnt.  Indeed, 
one  of  our  oIPkhms  on  this  occasion  showed  such  jjio- 
lieiency.  that  we  were  led  to  eon(;lnde  that  it  was  not 
the  lirst  time  lie  had  figured  in  the  same  performance. 
We  left  Tome  on  I)e(^eml)i>r  21,  and  arri\('d  at  the 
island  of  Juan  Fernandez  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
'24th.  It  is  didicull  to  imagine  a  more  impressi\-e  hit 
<»f  scenery  than  that  which  greets  the  eye  on  coming 
on  deck,  and  seeing  it  for  the  fu'st  time  aftei-  anchoi- 
iiig.  We  lay  close  to  the  shore,  which  went  up  almost 
perix'udicular  to  a  height  in  some  places  of  ;j, ()()()  feet, 
towering  al)o\e  us  like  a  huge  giant.  ^I'liese  hcighls 
faced  us  in  the  shape  of  a  semi-circle,  and  to  all 
appearance  we  lay  in  the  middle  of  an  extinct  crater, 
of  which  the  olhei'  half  of  the  circle  had  been  thrown 
into  \]\o  sea,  and  now  ibrmed  oui'  anchorage.  .  I'^ery 
appi;arance  justified  this  idea.  No  doubt  a  \ast  erup- 
tion took  j)lace  many  yeai's  ago,  which  [)ro(luced  this 
wonderful  Ibi-mation.  .\l  night,  particularly,  it  looks 
very  grand,  and  from  its  closeness  and  height  appeal's 
to  be  ri'dit  o\er  vour  head,  standiiiu'  out  dear  and 
distinct  against  the  skv. 
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The  itilaiid  belongs  ti)  Cliili,  and  thcru  iiiv  now  vvA- 
(Iciil,  on  it  live  fiimiiies,  possessing  ninclcuii  cliiidrcn, 
three  cows,  four  Hheep,  several  liorscs,  and  goats  innu- 
merable, wliich  hitter  abound  on  the  otlier  side  of  the 
ish'uid.  Tile  j)rineipal  personage  in  liiis  little  eom- 
nnniitv  spoke  l^'ntiiish  reniarkablv  well,  lie  told  us 
tliev  were  ju-rfeetly  ha]ipy  ;  never  wi're  ill;  and  ha<l 
no  desire  lo  leave  the  island  :  a  state  of  bliss  eomprised 
in  those  tluw  statements  dillicult  to  be  undei'stood  : 
but  though  only  attributable  to  a  lowered  state  of  the 
intellectual  faculties,  a  state  which  it  would  be  good 
to  meet  witli  more  frecpieiitly  amongst  cultivated  nations. 
Juan  Fernandez  was  discovered  in  1 ')G7,  but  from  that 
time  I  should  imagine  no  advantage  was  taken  of  its 
discovery  exce|)t  occasional  visits  from  buccaneers — 
till  the  year  1705,  when  Alexander  Selkirk  was  jilaced 
on  shore  here  for  mutiny  towards  his  ca])tain.  For  more 
than  foui" years  he  lived  alone  on  this  island,  when  at  last 
he  was  discovci'cd  and  taken  oil'  by  a  Caj)tain  Itogers, 
amongst  whose  ci'cw  was  a  man  who  had  becMi  on 
board  Ir^eikirk's  ship  when  lie  was  put  on  shore.  From 
{Selkirk's  narrative  Defoe  is  said  to  have  derived  and 
written  his  wonderful  book, '  Kobinson  Crusoe.'  Whether 
he  did  so  or  not  has  been  tlu;  subject  of  much  contro- 
versy. 1  will  not  attempt  lo  lay  down  a  dictum,  for  I 
do  not  think  it  matters  now  in  the  slightest  either  way. 
But  in  the  memory  of  Defoe,  who.  as  a  writei',  has  had 
few  equals  Ix'fore  (;r  since,  and  for  the  benelit  of  any 
interested  in  the  (lucstion,  1  must  say  that  having  been 
led  in  the  imagination  to  picture  this  island  somewhat 
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;K'('oi'cliii«^'  to  llii'  Ixtok,  llicrc  i>  iiotliinu;  in  .luiiii  Frr- 
iiniidcz  to  mvc  rise  to  llui  helici'  tli;iL  l)et"oc  could  have 
received  from  Selkirk  aiiytliino' hut  the  idea  from  wliicli 
he  constructed  his  famous  romance ;  moreover,  it  was 
not  published  till  the  year  1710,  ten  years  after  the 
return  of  Selkirk.  That  Pefoe  took  the  ••reater  ])ai"t — 
as  he  has  Ix-en  accused — of  his  story  from  Selkirk's 
journal,  it  is  imj)ossil)le  for  any  one  who  has  seen  tlu» 
island  of  Juan  Fernandex  to  believe,  and,  seeinjif,  form 
some  idea  of  what  the  life  of  Selkirk  mu;jt  have  been 
with  the  materials  at  his  command,  the  vegetable  and 
animal  life  upon  the  island.  His  cave  can  be  seen 
now,  cut  in  a  sand  cliff,  with  the  shelves  in  it,  used 
for  c(M)kin<;  utensils,  &c.,  so  that  uidess  we  concede 
the  almost  impossible  theory  that  when  it  was  visited 
by  a  fearful  eailhquake  in  1700  the  wIkjIc  island 
changed  its  nature  and  a|)p(\arance,  we  nuist  ac(|uit 
Defoe  of  plagiai'ism.  Tf  he  did  rend  Selkirk's  journal, 
it  had  the  effect  simj)ly  of  luakinu'  him  strive  in  evtuy 
way  to  show  there  was  no  connection  or  similitude  the 
one  with  the  other. 

About  2,000  feet  high  is  a  small  gap  in  the  ridg(> 
to  which  it  is  said  Selkirk  clambered  everyday  to  look 
out  for  passing  vessels.  The  day  after  our  arrival  being 
C'hristnms-dav,  we  determined  to  celebrate  it  by  a  visit 
to  this  spot.  The  first  tiling  you  see  on  landing  is  a 
row  of  caves,  cut  in  a  small  sand  dill'.  In  the  begin- 
ning- of  this  century  the  island  was  used  bv  the  Chi- 
lians  as  a  convict  estal)lishment  for  thc^  worst  of  their 
criminals,  and  they  did  a  great  deal   in  making  it  ac- 
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('('»iltl('    III    lii.-ill    ill    lllMl'V  |»iirls.      'I'lioc  r!i\('S   jii'c    tlx' 
ri'lls  wlicic  tlicy  welt'    plMfcd    lol"  pillii-^lililciit.  ;ill<l  oiic 
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1i;k1  ('\i(li'!illy  l)reii  used  ;is  :i  cluiix'l.  Xow  llicy  wci-c 
full  of  Iri'iis.  \(.'.,  wliicli  uavc  ilic  inlciior.-;  an  artiCicial 
hcaiily  ullicrwisc  of  a  paiiil'til  soinbivncss.  Tliose 
convicts  wciv  willidiawii  soincu  Iiorc  about  the  year 
ISr)4. 

Tlic  liitiiii'st  p;u1  of  the  island  is  called  the  'Anvil,' 
IVoni  its  shape,  and  rises  up  nearly  perpendicular  about 
)),l)()()  feel.  In  order  to  iiiid  some  way  of  netting  to  the 
top,  any  con\ict  who  should  do  so  was  ofl'ered  ;i  five 
l>ai'doii.  Whethei-  this  was  an  attempted  solution  of  the 
problem,  'What  to  do  with  our  criminals,'  or  it  was 
really  desired  for  some  reason  to  make  it  acux'ssible,  is 
not  known.    Probably  it  answered  iis  pui'pose,  for  many 
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wcic  l<ilI(M|    ill   ihc  jiltciiipt,  iiiid    r  (In   ijui    lliiiik   ;iiiv 
liiiiiiMii  l)c'iii;i  liM-  Miriiiuiiiiird  tlmi  jnuticiihii'  |i;iit. 


.11  AN    II  UNANIIIZ. 


After  inis^iiiu'  tliroiiu'li  the  small  clii^'tiT  of  houses 
Idiill  of  iiiud.  tile  diHiciilly  <>1"  ••iir  iiiiderlakiiiLi'  coiii- 
iiieiii-ed.  'I'lie  path  Ave  Inllowed  had  e\i(leiilly  been 
made  by  the  eonviels,  and  must  lia\i'  been  a  laborious 
task,  rassiiiu-  through  Hl:',  j)eaeli.  and  ehury  ti'ees, 
all  ^I'owiii^'  hixuriaiitly,  ihroiiiih  myrtle,  jiiiiipei',  and 
lemon  trei's,  the  iiseeiil  now  appealed  nearly  perpeii- 
dienlar,  eon)i)ellini:'  ns  to  rest  eveiy  twenty  or  thirlv 
yards,  till  we  eaini'  to  the  imu'e  thickly  \\(iu(!<m1  pan. 
where  the  lei'iis  ui'ew  abundantly,  and  in  \ai'iet\-, 
many  s[)e(it'S  Lii'owiii!^'  here  not  to  be  rnuiid  else- 
where. 

A   .joylnl    shout    [)roelaimed    us  at    the  -iinimii.  and 
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rending'  tlic  lalilft  |tl;ii'('<|  Iktc  l»y  1 1. M.S.  '  Topii/r,'  l«> 
tlic  muinoiv  <>t  S'lkiik,  in  ISiiS.  l-'nuii  our  positioti 
tho  viow  Wiis  inii<.niirK('iil,  fni-  if  t'liibrnct'd  tlic  whole 
island,  and  tlic  sea  tor  miles  round.  We  stood  on  a 
narrow  ridixe  not  two  vaids  hioad,  each  .side  of  which 
went  down  nearly  jurpendicuhir.  Ft  sootnod  as  if 
there  had  ))een  two  craters  side  by  side,  and  our  ridge 
was  the  division  hctwccn  them,  lor  it  continued  at  an 
irr(!<i;ular  heiii;ht  the  Icuulh  of  the  island.  Sitting  there, 
musing  upon  this  freak  of  n:iture  risin;;  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  ocean,  and  wondering  what  new  phase 
it  would  assume  at  the  ne.\t  token  of  those  hidden 
laws  which  |)ro(lu('e  such  wondrous  results,  the  mind 
naturally  revertcid  back  to  that  solitary  figure  gazing 
fi'oin  this  spot  day  after  day,  in  hope  each  time  tliat 
the  eye  might  rest  uj)oii  some  welcome  speck  in  the 
distance,  till  darkia^ss  coming  on  compels  him  to  return 
to  his  gloomy  cave,  and  try  in  sleej)  to  forget  that 
existence  to  him  was  but  in  ii:ime,  and  barely  worth 
sustaining;  if  it  were  not  for  that  sljoht  o|iinmerin<x  of 
hope  which  in  man's  most  desperate  situations  is 
always  granted  by  a  merciful  ('rcal(»r.  Starting  up 
from  this  revei'ie,  and  giving  an  iiiNol'iiitary  glance 
<lown  as  if  to  make  sure  that  the  good  .ship  was  still 
where  we  had  left  her  snugly  at  anchor,  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  sun  to  the  hori/oii  we  saw  it  was  time 
to  return.  Not  forgt^ttiiig  thai  ancient  (aistom  and 
])rivilege  of  an  ]'>nglishnian  to  cut  his  name  in  the 
uttermost  |)arts  of  the  earth,  we  commenced  the  de- 
scent, and  found  it  comparativelv  easv,  gfoiiii;'  on  board 
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witli  Jill  t'xct'llc'iit  ap|)«'litt'  for  oiii'  Cliri^'lmjis  diniMM', 
when  absent  friends  were  not  forgotten  ;  and  it  wan 
voted  unaninionsly  tliat  tliere  are  many  worse  places  to 
f*p(Mid  Christmas-day  in  than  Juan  FernaiKhv  Island. 

We  arrive(i  at  Valparaiso  on  Decendu-r  'JS,  and 
saluted  the  lla^'  of  Chili,  as  customary.  Here  wc^  found 
H.M.  sliips  '  Charybdis  '  and  '  Camelcon'  in  the  hay; 
two  Ciiilian  'non-of-war,  tlu'  'Esmeralda'  and  M'cneral 
O'llifjj^ins,'  v.itli  the  French  and  our  own  sloreshi|). 
besides  a  larj^e  munber  of  merchant  shi|)s  and  steamers. 

Valparaiso  is  situated  at  the  foot  and  on  the  slope  of 
a  hill,  or  lalher  of  many  hills,  whose  crests  are  joined 
in  one  lonij  ridye.  The  side  of  the  hill  to  seaward  of 
the  town  is  now  strongly  forlilied,  but  the  <i,u\\s  are  all 
'en  barbette.'  They  are  of  all  sorts  anil  sizes,  con- 
sisting mostly  of  American  rifled  guns,  with  Chilian 
bronze  and  some  French,  all  rifled,  besides  ]'ji<flish 
()8-poun(ler  smooth  bores.  The  bay,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  town,  is  jdso  protected  by  a  few  batteries,  where 
chielly  Rodman  and  a  few  othei'  American  rifled  guns 
arc  mounted.  All  these  batteries  have  been  comj)leted 
since  the  bombardment  of  Valparaiso  by  the  Spaniards 
in  18GC. 

The  Bay  of  Valparaiso  is  o])en  to  the  northward  : 
but  a  good  anchorage  is  ol)tained  at  this  season  of  llit> 
year,  as  southerly  winds  ])revail.  We  auchoivd  close 
to  the  Freiu'li  storeslii[),  in  about  tliiily  fathoms  of 
water,  for  the  bay  is  dei'j).  One  gical  disadvantage 
liere  is  the  stron«i"  breeze  thai  blows  junirlv  e\i'r\'  after- 
noon,  bringing  oil"  with  it  clou<ls  <>f  dust  from  iho  foot 
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of  llie  liiils,  tliuiigli  it  does  not  generally  lust  during 
llie  sunnner  more  than  live  or  six  hours.  In  the  winter 
the  '  nortliers '  cause  great  damage  to  ships  and  pro- 
])erty,  and  all  ellorts  to  build  a  substantial  landing- 
place  to  withstand  the  force  of  these  gales  liave  hitherto 
pi'oved  unavailing.  Now  in  course  of  construction  is 
a  sea-wall,  the  stone  for  which  is  detached  by  blasting 
from  the  side  of  the  iiills. 

H'Ik'  town  proper  consists  of  a  couple  of  streets,  be- 
tween two  or  three  miles  long,  running  parallel  at  the 
foot  t)f  the  hills.  The  street  tramway,  or  as  it  is  called, 
tlie  '  Feri'o  Cai'iil'  system,  is  here  in  use,  and  answers 
well,  exce[)t  that  as  the  streets  are  in  some  places  very 
narrow,  the  lines  are  placed  much  too  close  to  the 
small  footpath,  in  order  to  give  room  for  other  vehicles 
in  the  road.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  the  attention 
paid  to  cleanliness  here  which  might  be  expected  from 
experience  of  other  Chilian  towns.  This,  to  a  great 
extcMit,  may  be  attributed  to  and  excused  in  the  fact  of 
its  being  a  large  commerciid  scajjort  town  whose  traflic 
is  yearly  increasing,  but  possessed  of  no  adequate 
means  of  loading  or  unloading  vessels,  which  is  done 
by  the  means  of  large  barges.  But  there  is  no  excuse 
f(M'  the  absolute  squalidness  and  dirt  of  the  upper  part, 
where  vice  is  allowed  to  revel  with  impunity,  and 
danger  lurks  to  tlie  unwary  stranger  even  in  the  day 
time.  ITei'e  sewei's  are  imknown,  or  not  considered 
requisite,  and  as  tl  '  re  is  in  addition  an  almost  total 
absence  of  water,  it  is  mainly  owing  to  the  strong 
southerly  winds  which  prevail   during  the  hot  season 
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thai  I'pideinics  are  not  coininon.  ISuvcral  largo  lires 
havo  occurred  of  recent  years  at  Val})arai.s(),  and  tlie 
new  l,)uildings  in  the  lower  streets  are  handsome  modern 
structures,  much  superior  to  the  ones  destroyed  by 
lire.  English  merchants,  who  have  had  a  large  share 
in  producing  the  increased  prosperity  and  wealth  of 
Valparaiso,  generally  reside  above  the  town  on  the; 
crest  of  one  of  the  lower  ridges  of  hills,  where  also  is 
the  English  church.  Other  ridges  are  o'jcnpied  by 
Germans,  &c.,  and  l)y  ;dl  who  can  aflbrd  to  live  out  of 
the  town;  but  many  'well-to-do'  Chilian  families  have 
re-^idences  in  the  town  ])elow.  Higher  up  lie  scattered 
the  dwellings  of  the  })Oorer  set  of  Chilians  {uid  dregs 
of  society.  These  houses  are  built  on  the  very  edge 
of  hills,  and  one  over  another,  more  like  a  pack 
of  cards  than  dwelling-})laces,  with  dirty  narrow  pas- 
sages leading  nj)  amongst  them,  so  that  one  is  inclined 
to  regret  that  earthquakes  arc  not  violent  here,  or  else 
these  wiotciied  houses  would  soon  come  down. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  English  naval  officers 
have  not  been  received  so  well  at  Val])araiso  of  late 
years  as  formerly.  This  fe'cling  of  coldness,  which  at 
times  has  amounted  to  incivility,  dates  back  to  the 
bombardment  of  Valparaiso  by  the  Spaniards  in  1866, 
and  is  due  to  the  sup[)osition  that  the  Jiritish  Squadron, 
then  present  in  combination  with  the  American,  would 
jirevent  it.  Whether  there  were  grounds  or  not  for 
such  a  supposition,  jmsitive  instructions  from  our 
Government  left  no  alternative  but  to  preserve  a  strict 
neutralitv.     Little  damage  was  done  bv  the  bombard- 
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iiKMit,  tlie  l^paiiiai'ds  contenting  themselves  with  de- 
stroying u  few  Avareliouses,  and  then  de})arted,  but  for 
a  long  time  tiiere  was  a  very  bitter  feeling  against  the 
English  fleet,  dilficiilt  to  be  understood  when  coming 
from  their  own  countrymen.  Time,  however,  has 
worn  this  away,  and  we  found  ourselves  very  hospi- 
tably treated, deri\ing  much  personal  comfort  by  being 
made  honorary  members  of  the  club — a  handsome 
building,  and  well  fitted  up — while  amongst  our 
friends  were  some  of  the  best  '  Santiago  families,'  now 
down  at  Valparaiso  for  the  bathing  season,  who  were 
only  satisfied  when  we  treated  their  houses  as  our 
homes,  whose  kindness  it  would  be  diflicult  to  forget, 
and  where  young  ladies,  whose  eyes  spai'kled  with 
vivacity,  tried  all  they  could  to  instil  a  little  of  the 
Spanish  language  on  our  willing  memories.  It  was  not 
long  before  the  usual  afternoon  dance  took  place  on 
board,  and,  one  or  two  thus  pleasantly  spent,  showed 
it  was  a  retaliation  all  approved  of  But  the  enter- 
tainment of  all  was  due  to  the  theatrical  talent  dis- 
played by  our  dramatic  company,  which  had  been  in 
the  process  of  organisation  for  some  time.  Everything 
being  at  last  complete,  they  announced  a  performance 
on  board,  which  was  attended  by  a  select  party  of 
friends  from  the  shore,  and  proved  a  great  success  for 

a  first  attempt.     The  dignity  of  Lieut.  F ,  and  his 

well-acted  indignation  as  Major  Eattan  in  quest  of  his 
wife,  in  the  farce  '  Ici  on  park  Francais,'  cannot  easily 

be  forgotten,  or  the  acting  of  Mr.  B ,  whose  natural 

suavitv  of  manner,  and  knowledge  of  the  French  Ian- 


f'n.  VT. 


I  M/./M/.M/,S'0 


101 


giiiige,  L'liiibled  liim  to  take  tlie  part  of  the  '  Youiij^ 
Frenchman  '  witli  great  credit,  whilst  the  deportment 

of  the  young  ladies,  Messrs.  F ,  A ,  and  M , 

showed  whirt  a  narrow  escape  they  must  have  had  of 
belonging  to  the  other  sex,  and  last,  but  not  least, 
Mr.  0 ,  as  the  little  fussy  Mr.  Spriggins,  was  in- 
imitable.    In    the   second  piece,  '  Tarn  him  out'  the 

ease  and  noiiclialance  with   which  Lieut.  \V did 

the  part  of  disturber  of  domestic  ha])piness  pleased  his 

audience  vastly,  while  Mr.  C fairly  brought  down 

the  house  when  he  ap})eared  as  Nicodemus  Nobbs, 
and  showed  in  tliat  dilficult  character  for  an  amateur 
an  aptitude  for  imperj-onatioii  not  often  mot.  The 
curtain  fell  amid  great  applause,  and  immediately  the 
deck  was  cleared  for  a  dance.  In  a  few  minutes  an 
entirely  new  scene  was  being  enacted,  which  was  kept 
up  with  great  spirit  imtil  a  late  hour. 

There  is  at  Valparaiso  an  excellent  cricket  club, 
sustained  by  the  English  residents,  and  they,  being 
numerous,  can  bring  a  formidable  eleven  into  the  field. 
Among  them  are  some  university  and  many  public 
schoolmen,  wlio  iind  in  cricket  a  pleasing  relaxation 
from  business  when  the  hunting  season  is  over.  They 
labour  under  some  disadvantage,  as  the  ground  is 
on  the  top  of  an  exceeding  high  hill,  which  makes 
practice  an  arduous  undertaking,  unless  a  horse  is 
called  into  requisition.  During  our  stay  we  played 
two  matches  with  the  V.C.C,  but  had  to  succumb  \\\ 
both. 

Valparaiso  has  not  much  to  boast  of  in  the  way  of 
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/niuiscMneuts,  tliougli  possessing  two  theatres,  hut  tlie 
want  of  a  public  pi'onienade  is  much  felt. 

Just  before  leaving  Concepcion  we  heard  by  telegram 
that  war  was  likely  between  England  and  Russia. 
This  probability  was  strengthened  by  the  news  which 
we  heard  on  our  arrival  here,  namely,  that  Russia 
demanded  the  revision  of  the  treaty  of  185G,  the 
result  of  the  Crimean  war.  To  this  demand  it  would 
apj)ear  as  if  England,  through  the  mouth  of  her  Foreign 
Minister,  sent  a  polite  refusal,  and  hence  the  difficulty. 
Since  then,  however,  a  new  face  has  been  ])ut  on  the 
situation  by  the  proposal  of  Prussia  that  a  conference 
should  be  held  in  London  to  settle  the  dispute,  which 
has  been  agreed  to,  and  all  immediate  apprehensions 
are  dissipated.  In  France  the  long  forbearance  of  the 
Prussians  before  Paris  has  given  way  under  the 
lengthened  resistance  of  the  inhabitants,  coupled  with 
the  feeling  in  Germany  that  the  process  of  starvation, 
being  slow,  should  be  assisted.  Paris,  accordingly,  is 
being  bombarded,  imd  the  reply  from  the  forts  is 
stultified  by  the  admirable  disposition  of  the  besiegers' 
works. 

Santiago,  the  capital  of  Chili,  is  distant  only  five 
hours  by  rail,  and  the  line  is,  in  many  parts,  through 
extremely  pretty  country.  Some  of  the  plains  are 
extensive  and  well  cultivated,  the  chief  being  Limache, 
Quillota,  and  Santiago,  in  all  of  which  a  perfect  system 
of  irriofation  is  carried  on  and  fiowers  and  fruit,  as  well 
as  grain,  are  most  abundant.  Of  the  capital  a  very 
short  stay  prevents  my  giving  anything  like  a  perfect 


Cir.  VI. 


SASriAtU) 


10:', 


(Icscriplioii  ;  Init  (ncn  l\\c  casual  visitor  cannot  hcl]) 
being  struck  with  the  beauty  of  tlie  houses — many  of 
which  arc  built  entirely  of  marble — and  with  their 
cool-looking  courtyards,  full  of  Howers,  and,  in  several 
instances,  with  fountains  playing,  look  most  inviting, 
especially  in  the  summer,  when  the  heat  is  great.  The 
interiors  are  no  less  striking,  the  first  houses  in  London 
and  Paris  being  required  to  sup])ly  the  most  costly 
articles  of  furniture  and  objects  of  vertu,  not  to  be 
obtained  in  this  countr}'. 

Cliurches  are  numerous,  but  lack  that  beauty  of 
architecture  and  internal  ornament  which  one  would 
be  led  to  expect  in  a  country  where  priestly  {)ower 
exercises  such  influence  ui)on  the  imaginations  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  where  religion  is  attended  by  all  the 
bigoted  observances  more  appertaining  unto  the 
Middle  Ages.  This  influence  was  considerably  dimi- 
nished by  the  catastrophe  which  occurred  at  Santiago 
in  December,  1863,  when  the  'Church  of  the  Cam- 
pania '  brilliantly  illuminated  for  evening  celebration, 
and  having  within  its  walls  about  two  thousand  people, 
chiefly  women,  caught  fire.  The  means  of  egress  were 
so  small,  and  the  conflagration  was  so  rapid,  that  very 
few  escaped,  whde  gn^at  indignation  was  felt  at  the 
conduct  of  the  piiests,  who,  on  this  occasion,  were 
the  first  to  consult  theii'  own  safety,  when  a  little 
presence  of  mind  might  have  stopped  the  panic,  and 
prevented  such  a  fearful  sacrifice  of  life.  The  victims 
were  all  buried  (or  wliat  was  left  of  them)  in  the 
cemetery,  which  is  full  of  many  beautiful  monuments. 
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hut  tlu'ir  ji'iave  was  mo.st  simple,  cunsistiiij^  of  a  plot 
of  ground,   al)()Ut    tweuty-iive  yards  square,  planted 


lIlUMNd    Ol      llIK    Cliri«H    Ol-    I   \    CVMrANlA. 

with  flowers  and  shrubs,  enclosed  by  an  iron  railing, 
while  on  two  small  white  marble  slabs  is  the  following 
inscription  : — 


INCLXUIt)    in;    l.A    Kil.KSIA 
UK    I, A    CAMI'ANIA, 

8  iti:  uuiiniBRK  i»K  ISO.'i. 

FKSTOS    l)K    SI'S    VICTIM  AS. 
i'.COO  MAS    6    MKNOS. 


BVliMNQ    Ol'    lUK   C11L'K<H 

OF     irii;    CAMPANIA, 

8l'H    01'    ItlXDMllKR,    18(5M. 

III'RK    KKsr    OK    IT'S    VU  riMS, 

:.',()( 10  JIORK,    OR    KT.SS. 
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There  seems  to  lurk  uiuler  the  two  hist  Hues  a  pithy 
irony,  but  a  felioity  of  expression  more  affortinfjf  in  its 
vivid  reaHty  than  the  costliest  tomb. 

We  visited  the  site  of  this  churrli,  but  nothing  now 
remains ;  in  faet,  it  was  razed  to  the  ground  by  the 
(lovernment  a  fortnight  after,  and  we  were  told  it 
would  nev3r  be  reb\iilt,  as  this  wms  the  third  time  of 
its  being  burnt. 

The  theatre  of  Santiago  had  also  been  burnt  Just 
previous  to  our  arrival  ;  and  as  of  other  ])ublic  amuse- 
inents  there  were  none,  wo  were  not  sorry  to  say 
farewell,  and  retui'u  to  the  ship,  hoping  that  a  future 
visit  of  greater  length  will  enable  me  to  examine 
somewhat  into  the  woiking  of  the  government  and 
constitution  of  Chili,  witli  other  social  questions  of 
intei'est. 

By  the  time  we  had  to  leave  Valparaiso  many  of  us 
felt  quite  sorry  to  part  with  the  pleasant  acquaintances 
Ave  had  made,  consoling  ourselves,  however,  with  the 
hope  of  meeting  again  in  the  course  of  a  year  t)r  so, 
and  when  we  left  the  bay  on  February  6,  for  Coquimbo, 
the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  from  many  windows 
.showed  tliat  our  friends  on  shore  wislicid  us  '  good 
speed." 
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ARRIVE  AT  COQI'TMJIO — SMKLTINCl  WORKS  OF  OUAVACAN  —  LAND  SMALL 
ARM  MKN  FOR  DRILL  —  A  VISTT  TO  LA  SF.RF.NA  —  LEAVE  COQTTIMBO 
AND  ARRIVE  AT  ARICA —  KFFECTS  OF  THE  EARTHQTAKE  AMt  TIDAL 
WAVK — TlIK  'WATKUKK'  AM)  '  AMKUK'A  '  LEFT  IIIOH  AN'l)  DRY  — 
DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  SCENE  IIV  AN  i:VR-WITNESS — LEAVE  ARICA  AND 
ARRIVE   AT    ISLAV— A    TRIP   TO    ARFUUIPA — A    FOUR-WINflED    lilRD. 

•  VoYAGHis  detain  the  iiiiiid  by  ii  [)er[)etual  occunvnco 
and  L'Xj)ectation  of  soniotliing  new,'  says  an  old  writer, 
and  tlierein  he  was  to  a  "freat  extent  right,  thonj^h  lie 
should  have  gone  on  to  say  that  these  expectations 
often  are  n(4  realised,  and  tliat  travelling  dispels  many 
illusions  which  we  have  i'ondly  cherished.  Who  that 
has  been  to  Persia  brings  away  any  of  tjie  ideas  with 
which  his  romantic  brain  once  teemed.  Can  we  find 
aught  in  the  Arabs  noble  and  ])icturesque  :  we  now 
know  them  for  thievin<r,  dirtv  rascals,  and  their  countrv 
H  sandhill.  Does  the  noble  red  man  under  the  light  of 
personal  inspection  retain  any  of.  those  attributes  witi\ 
which,  through  the  medium  of  Cooper  and  Mayne 
Eeid,  we  have  always  invested  liim  :  now  it  is  imbecility 
instead  of  silent  dignity  ;  cunning  instead  of  sagacity; 
treachery  instead  of  courage.  But  in  truth  all  things 
must  suffer  by  comparison  with  the  imagination,  and  in 
solitary  cases  only  is  the  adage  borne  out  that  '  truth 
is  stranger  than  fiction.'  This  has  been  brought  home 
to  lis  with  great  force  since  we  came  south,  for  it  would 
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require  to  be  of  a  very  iinaginativo  turn  of  iiiiiid  wiM'o 
one  to  assort  as  a  finii  coiiviction  tliat  there  i?*  aiiyililfi<^ 
particularly  iiivitin;^  in  the  f];eneral  aspect  of  the  ports 
on  the  coast  of  Chili  and  Peru,  or  that  the  iiihabittiuts 
were  gifted  with  any  qualities  calling  for  much  a<lniira- 
tion.  Thio  feeling  predominated  during  our  visit  to 
Coquimho,  where  we  arrived  on  February  !),  having 
had  a  calm  all  the  way  from  Valparaiso 

The  town  is  situated  on  the  soutli-west  si(K'  of  Co- 
(|uind)o  Bay,  and  is  well  proti'cted  from  the  [)revairmg 
winds.  The  peculiar  aj)|)earance  of  tlie  surrounding 
soil  tells  you  that  mines  should  not  be  far  of!'.  Nor 
are  they  ;  for  thirty  miles  inland  are  the  C(^j)permines 
of  Pauncillo,  which  ad'ord  ample  employment,  both  at 
the  mines  themselves,  and  at  Coquimbo  and  Guaj-acan, 
to  several  hundreds  of  men.  About  one  mile  to  the 
south-west  of  Coquimbo  is  the  harbour  of  Port  llcjrra- 
dura,  on  the  north  side  of  which  is  situated  the  small 
village  of  Guayacan.  All  the  copper  from  the  mines 
of  Pauncillo,  conveved  bv  train,  is  smelted  either  at 
the  latter  place,  where  there  are  very  extensive  works, 
or  at  Coquimbo  ;   but  the  largest  are  at  Guayacan. 

The  latter  place  is  iidiabited  almost  entirely  by  the 
people  employed  in  the  smelting  works,  nearly  all  of 
whom  are  English  ;  and  a  very  happy  connnunity  tiiey 
seem  to  be.  The  manager,  Mr.  Francis,  has  taken  great 
trouble  in  improving  the  dwellings  of  the  workmen, 
and  in  j)roviding  comfort  foi'  their  wives  and  families. 
Through  his  exertions  a  school-house  and  chapel  have 
been   built  :  there   is  also  a   libi-arv  on  a  small  seale 
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establi.slMMl  in  the  villu^'t'.  Tlu'  works  ut  Coquiinbo 
are,  as  I  mentioned  lu'fore,  not  so  large  as  those  at 
Guayacan  ;  nevertlieless  they  ofler  oniploynient  to  a 
j»roat  luiniher  of  poor  people  who  would  jxMliaps  other- 
wise have  no  means  of  earning  a  livelihood.  All  the 
cop))er  when  ready  is  sent  over  to  Guayacan,  as  the 
mail  steamers  call  there  to  ship  it,  Port  Herradura 
oflTering  much  greater  advantages  as  regards  depth  of 
water,  wharfage,  &;c. 

Cocpiimho  j)ossesses  no  public  buildings  of  any 
impoi'tance,  and,  although  only  a  small  trading  port, 
is  a  clean,  well-built  place.  The  houses  are  low — 
the  same  as  at  all  other  Chilian  and  Peruvian  j)orts — 
on  account  of  the  constant  fear  of  earthquakes, 
which  are  so  prevalent  on  the  coast.  Our  main  object 
in  going  to  Coquimbo  was  to  ijive  our  men  an  opjior- 
tnnity  of  landing  and  going  through  some  of  those 
important  military  manoeuvres  which  form  part  o'i  a 
sailor's  duties,  and  make  him.  when  prolicient,  abnost 
as  good  a  soldier  as  he  is  a  sailoi-.  C-oquimbo  has  out- 
side the  precincts  of  the  town  a  good  exercising  ground, 
whicli  the  autliorities  have  always  granted  permission 
for  our  sliips  to  use  ;  so  at  six  o'clock  on  the  morning 
after  our  arrival  the  whole  army  ilisembarked,  and  then, 
preceded  by  the  band,  marclied  through  the  town  up 
to  the  ground,  where  they  were  soon  initiated  into  all 
the  mysteries  of  wlieeling,  marching,  and  counter- 
marching. Tt  is  discipline  which  enables  saikn's  so 
quickly  to  assume  the  military  exterior,  and  without 
apparent   difliculty  be   invested   with    those    necessary 
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lure.  It  in  tlio  possession  ot"  lliis  ((u;ility  wlicii  com- 
bined with  Ji  liiixli  slaiuliiril  of  iiitclii^'ciK-c  wliicli  iiave 
proved  tlieir  Vidiie  in  Indi:i.  CliinM,  and  llic  Ciiiiiea. 
This  was  a  ciiiioiis  scent',  soiiiclhiii<f  n<'W  to  the  natives, 
who  flocked  liere  in  ^n't'at  nnnd)ers,  l)rin;iin<f  IVnil  and 
h(|nor,  lor  the  snn  was  intensely  liot.  lieer  was  pei- 
niittt'd,  hut  spirits  prohibited,  so  the  discovery  ol'  a 
native  with  the  hitter  article  led  to  its  beinji  made  to 
refresli  mother  earth  instead  of 'Jack.'  Such  a  despotic' 
act  in  a  l{ei)ublic  caused  iii(li;^'nation,  and  the  executor 
was  arrested,  but  strenuous  efForts  on  the  part  of  our 
Consul  prociu'etl  his  release. 

Nine  miles  from  Coquimbo  is  the  town  of  La  Serena, 
with  a  railway  between  them,  so  as  we  were  going  to 
sea  the  ibllowing  day  another  oflicer  and  tnyself  [)ai(l 
it  a  short  visit.  On  the  way,  tlu'  country  we  |)assed 
through  appeared  fertile  and  well  cultivated,  though 
sufFering  from  a  scarcity  of  water.  '^Jhis  dnv  was  the 
anniversary  of  a  battle  between  the  Chilians  and 
Spaniards,  where  the  former  gained  a  victory,  juid  now 
make  a  great  deal  of  it.  At  four  in  the  morning  bands 
were  playing  and  bells  ringing,  accom|)anied  by  a 
salute  of  twenty-one  guns.  Here  at  Serena  we  found 
a  copious  display  of  Chilian  Hags  :  every  house  seemed 
to  possess  one.  This  is  often  spoken  of  as  the  model 
town  of  Chili.  It  certainly  apfx^ared  very  clean,  and 
the  houses,  what  one  could  see  of  them  from  the 
outside,  though  low,  well  constructed.  Being  a  holiday 
everybody  had  gone  into  the  coimtry,  and  the  streets 
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wt'if  (losL'i'lird,  so,  liiidiiig  ail  liulcl  kept  by  ii  rrciirh- 
num,  who  had  tdhle  iThotc  at  live,  vvc  t'liteied,  and  par- 
took of  an  indilli'i'tMit  dimun',  but  to  whiclj  a  bottle  of 
iiur;j;iindy  aial  a  good  cigar  roconcilLMl  us,  after  which, 
!strt)liiiig  (h)wn  to  ilic  Ahinunhi,  a  line  pronionadi' about 
a  ti\ih'  long,  v/o  found  a  goodly  aMscnd)lagi'  collected, 
a  band  playing,  and  a  regiment  of  volunteei's  firing 
feu  (If  Jdli's.  They  were  small  men,  and  ap|)eai'e(l 
deerepid.  Their  .shoes  were  api)arently  too  small  for 
them,  MO  anxious  are  they  to  keep  their  feet  within  the 
smtdlest  j)ossible  bounds.  We  were  I'yed  with  some 
curiosity,  being  evidently  known  as  strangeis  and 
'  gringros.'  In  Chili,  but  especially  at  Valparaiso, 
r^nglishmen  are  known  by  the  name  of  'gringos.' 
Amongst  the  lower  orders  this  is  m»  conunon  that  if 
you  talk  about  Knglishmen  they  don't  understand,  but 
uu'ution  'gringo,'  they  know  iit  once  what  you  mean. 
The  literal  meaning  of  the  word  is  •  unintelligible  gib- 
berish,' but  whether  there  is  a  deeper  signification 
attiiclied,  and  they  use  it  in  contempt,  or  otherwise,! 
was  iie\'er  able  lo  lind  out. 

There  being  no  train  back  tliiit  night  wc  were  force(l 
to  return  on  foot,  which  we  did  along  tlu^  line,  and  got 
back  to  Coquindx)  al)out  ten  o'clock.  Wc  sailed  the 
following  morning  for  Arica,  when'  we  arrived  on 
the  Jilth. 

There  could  not  be  fcauul  a  better  exemplification 
of  tlu  great  drawback  to  the  advancement  of  Chili  and 
Peru  resulting  fiom  the  fre(piency  of  earthquakes,  than 
in  Arica,  the  .scene  onlv  three  rears  back  of  one  of 
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those  cunvulsioiis,  ncfDiiipauicMl  by  a  tidal  wave  of  uii- 
prowtlentocl  (liniciisions,  causing  tlic  destruction  of  tho 
wliolo  town.     Tlie   rccentncss   of  this   event,  and  tin- 


peculiar  circuinstanceM  hy  \\\\u 


•h  it 


was  attended,  sur- 


round the  sj)ot  witli  an  inteivst  not  to  he  equalleil 
anywhere  on  this  side  of  ti»c  continent;  so  I  wa.s  »dad 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  satisfying  a  curiosity  which 
accounts  at  the  time  calle(|  np. 

The  Mite  (tf  a  seaj)ort  town  is  naturally  chosen  arcord- 
itig  to  the  capacities  allbrded  to  the  sheltering'  and 
aiichora^e  of  vessels,  or  Arica  would  never  have  been 
weU'cted  for  human  habitation,  lyinjjr  as  it  does  on  very 
low  ground,  encompassed  by  hills  which  shut  out  the 
purifying  breeze,  and  are  destitute  of  vegi'tation  in  the 
slightest  degree,  but  ap|)arently  all  sand.  That,  how- 
ever, is  not  a  jK'culiarity  here,  being  i'ommon  to  the 
whole  coast  of  JJoiivia  and  Tern,  and  it  is  easy  to  see 
that  in  mining,  not  agriculture,  must  these  countries 
chielly  exert  their  energies,  for  I  am  convinced  that 
but  a  small  j)ortion  of  the  riches  of  Peru  have  yet  been 
brought  to  light. 

Owing  to  the  unfavourable  reasons  before  men- 
tioned, Arica  has  at  all  times  been  subject  to  epidemics 
of  disease — chiefly  fevi-r  and  ague — which  are  assisted 
by  other  local  causes,  such  as  entire  disregard  to  clean- 
liness, and  overcrowding  of  the  miserable  dwelling- 
places  of  the  lower  classes  ;  seeing  which,  if  one   did 
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East-end  of  our  own  enlightened  cajiital,  where  can  be 
found,  in  spite  of  philanthropic  benefactors  and  heavy 
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taxtitioii,  as  luiicli  squalidiiess  and  vice  as  aiiywlieie  in 
tlie  world,  wo  niitrlit  not  be  inclined  to  descend  from 
our  lofty  pedestal  of  neighbourly  coudeuiuation,  to  find 
many  excuses  f  )r  lliese  semi-savair^es  which  could  not 
a{)})ly  to  our  own,  and  so  withhold  perhaps  an  unjust 
judgment. 

In  leaving  Chih  you  lenvc  behind  all  signs  of  vege- 
tation and  cultivation,  and  the  shores  of  Bolivia  and 
Peru  assume  a  barren  appearance,  with  that  peculiar 
coloured  soil  denoting  a  ilearth  of  water  and  volcanic 
tula,  which  extends  to  the  Equator.  Just  before 
arriving  at  Arica  the  clifl's  overhanging  the  water  were 
covered  with  w!\il(>  like  a  hoar  frost,  givinj;  them  a 
picturesque  appearance,  which  does  not  require  nuich 
examination  to  tell  you  is  guano,  the  principal  scmrce 
of  revenue  to  Peru  ;  and  thougl'  some  say  the  stock  of 
it  is  beginning  to  fail,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  last  till 
some  other  article  as  easily  pi-ocured  is  discovered  pos- 
sessing as  valuable  qualities.  The  '  Salsola  weed,' 
abounding  on  the  coasts  of  Vancouver  Island  and 
Sitka,  from  which  kelp  is  jirocured.  is  found  to  have, 
after  undergoing  n  slight  process,  a  wonderful  effect 
upon  a  poor  soil,  as  also  the  bones  of  all  marine  animals. 
We  anchored  in  the  Bav  of  Arica,  where  on  the  rocks — 
in  fact  all  over  the  Bay — seal  and  every  desci'iption  of 
fish  appeared  to  abound.  The  former,  if  time  per- 
mitted, might  hav(>  been  shot  with  case,  but  an  eager- 
ness to  get  on  shore  prevented  their  being  disturbed. 

Trulv  on   landiufi"   it   seemed  as    if  the    traoedv  (^f 
Pompeii  had  i)cen   enacted    over    again,    and   greater 
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chaos  produced.  Could  this  he  the  town  which  all 
speak  of  three  years  ago  as  highly  prosperous  and  in- 
creasing, witti  many  fine  buildings,  at  one  time  thought 
of  as  the  capital  of  Bolivia.  How  difTerent  the  scene 
now  ;  not  a  vestige  remains  save  a  few  stones  where 
these  houses  had  been,  and,  scattered  here  and  there, 
iron  pillars  and  other  oi'uaments  of  architecture  strong 
enough  even  to  resist  such  a  combination.  The  few 
houses  there  worthy  to  be  designated  by  that  name 
appear  to  belong  to  th(^  difTerent  Consuls,  while  the 
natives,  deprived  of  house  and  home,  lucky  to  have 
escaped  with  life,  are  obliged  to  content  themselves 
with  huts,  composed  of  bamboo  and  matting,  much  the 
same  as  is  used  bv  the  Indians  of  tlic  north. 

But  the  great  object  of  interest  to  us  was  to  go  some 
two  miles  outside  the  town,  ■where  are  two  ships  which 
were  thrown  up  inland  several  hundred  yards.  There 
is,  or  was,  railway  communication  between  Arica  and 
Tacna,  about  3G  miles  off,  so  we  proceeded  along  the 
line,  which  runs  parallel  to  the  beach.  The  heat  was 
great,  but  as  we  had  heard  an  adventurous  spirit 
had  establislied  a  bar  in  one  of  the.^e  vessels,  we  strug- 
gled on  manfully,  with  the  prospect  of  quenching  our 
thirst  ere  long.  We  found  one  ship  lying  ])erfectly 
upright  in  a  field  nearly  half  a  mile  from  the  water's 
edge,  with  but  little  external  injury,  except  that  the 
after  part  of  the  framework  of  the  paddle-wheel  was 
bent,  just  as  if  here  the  first  force  of  the  wave  had 
come,  before  imparting  the  forward  movement.  She 
was   the  '  Wateree,"  an  American  inaii-of-war.  about 
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240  feet  long,  with  powerful  engines.  The  crew  were, 
I  beheve,  all  saved ;  in  fact  she  was  simply  carried  up, 
deposited  ashore  some  700  yards,  and  fiiere  left  by 
the  receding  wave.  At  that  distance  from  the  water, 
with  so  much  soft  sand  to  traverse,  and  owing  to  the 
siiallowness  for  some  distance  out,  to  get  herolfwitii 
no  appliances   at    hand   was    almost    an   im[)ossil)ility. 


fp 


r.  s.  s.  siiirs  'wateuke'  and  'America'  at  arica. 

She  was  thei'efore  sold  as  she  was  for  2,000/.,  the 
buyer,  I  heard,  disposing  of  the  guns  for  more  than 
double  that  sum  ;  and  after  taking  all  that  was  really 
valuable  out,  considered  the  transaction  so  profitable 
as  to  warrant  his  leaving  the  remainder  to  gratify  the 
curiosity  or  cupidity  of  travellers. 

We  scrambled  up  the  paddle-wheel    and  on  deck. 
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All  WIS  deserted  ;  no  bar,  as  we  had  toudly  anticipated, 
so  our  tliirst  remained  unslaked.  A  greater  part  of  the 
engines  still  remained,  and  what  seemed  more  odtl,  a 
large  quantity  of  spherical  shot  and  shell,  apparently 
nine-inch  Eodman,  in  peifeet  condition,  otherwise  there 
was  nothing  valuable  left.  The  other  vessel,  the  '  Ame- 
rica,' also  a  man-of-war,  and  sister  vessel  to  a  Peruvian 
corvette  now  at  Arica,  lays  about  100  yards  from  the 
edge  of  tlie  water,  and,  therefore,  though  thrown  u[)  at 
the  same  time  is  not  such  an  ol)ject  of  interest  as  the 
other.  Another  iVmerican  man-of-war,  the  '  Fridonier,' 
was  laying  there  with  anchors  down,  when  she  was 
overtaken  by  the  wave.  Wliat  induced  them  to  lay  in 
that  position  when  indications  of  the  occurrence  had 
been  given  no  one  can  tell,  but  this  huge  wave,  rapidly 
advancing,  came  upon  them.  The  anchors  held,  so  the 
ship,  kept  down  by  an  invincible  force,  instead  of  rising 
and  being  carried  onward  by  the  wave,  was  passed  over 
by  it,  swamped,  and  all  on  board  perished. 

The  earthquake  took  place  at  5  p.m.,  and  gave  a 
slight  notice  of  its  approach,  so  that  people  were  able 
to  clear  out  of  their  houses,  which  were  speedily 
shaken  to  the  ground,  while  the  earth  cracked  in  many 
places.  At  the  same  time  the  sea  began  to  recede, 
giving  the  first  warning  of  the  wave.  In  the  meantime 
the  people,  partially  recovering  from  their  fright,  came 
back  to  their  houses  \\\  order  to  try  and  save  some  of 
their  most  valuable  property,  f(^r  in  addition  to  otiier 
horrors,  hiwh'ss  bands  had  begun  to  j)illage,  taking 
advantatie  of  the  confusion  that  reigned.     Whilst  thus 
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variously  einployed,  without  liecd  tlie  wave  came  upon 
thoui  an  hour  after  tlie  earthquake,  and  submerged 
the  town.  An  eyewitness  described  the  scene  to  us 
as  something  fearful.  The  peo])le  were  beside  them- 
selves with  fright,  standing  shaking  in  every  limb,  not 
knowing  wdien  they  might  be  destroyed,  though  a  great 
number  fled  out  of  the  town  to  the  neighbouring 
heights,  and  so  were  saved.  Duiing  the  hour  that 
intervened  between  the  two  calamities,  the  sea  had 
receded  some  distance,  then,  gathering  itself  up  into  a 
huge  wave  several  feet  high,  came  on  with  overwhelm- 
ing force,  not  broken,  but  as  a  compact  mass  impelled 
by  an  invisible  power.  First  seizing  on  the  ships  I 
have  mentioned,  carrying  them  on  nolenst  volens,  it 
then  swept  over  the  town,  bringing  death  and  de- 
struction to  all  in  its  path.  The  describer  of  this 
wonderful  sight  stated  how,  with  his  wife  and  children, 
he  managed  to  get  into  a  large  boat.  Thrice  did  the 
waters  recede,  taking  them  in  the  reflux,  and  thrice 
return  to  sweep  over  the  town,  he  escaping  by  a 
miracle.  Then  the  raging  was  succeeded  by  a  calm, 
though  such  was  the  chaos  produced  as  rendered  it 
impossible  for  the  survivors  to  find  where  their  houses 
had  been. 

Though  the  eflects  of  it  were  so  phiinly  visible  all 
round,  it  was  more  palpably  manifested  and  vividly 
l^rought  before  the  imagination  by  visiting  the  old 
cemetery.  Many  of  the  graves  hnd  been  washed  away, 
and  there  were  several  coffins  exposed,  some  of  which 
were  bi'okeii  up,  ex])osing  the  hideous  contents.     One 
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more  ghastly  visible  than  the  rest  attracted  our  atten- 
tion, having  the  arm  and  hand  projecting  up  in  the  air, 
with  the  flesli  dried  on  the  bones.  Several  skulls  also 
were  lying  about,  and  human  bones  even  about  the 
town.  All  this,  a  proof  that  after  a  lapse  of  three 
years  the  place  has  hardly  recovered  equanimity 
enough  to  rebury  its  dead,  though  a  new  cemetery  is 
now  building. 

Such  was  this  terrible  visitation,  kiUing  about  300 
people,  and  destroying  an  ininiensc  quantity  of  pro- 
perty of  all  descriptions.  Whether  Arica  will  regain 
the  ground  it  has  lost  as  a  seaport  town  remains  to  be 
seen.  rerha])s  time,  that  healer  of  all  things,  may 
remove  the  slio(.'k  occasioned  by  this  event,  and  fear 
of  repetition  which  caused  such  an  exodus.  We  have 
seen  cities  destroyed  and  new  towns  built  up  on  the 
same  site  —ay !  even  using  the  same  stones — in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  South  America  ;  earthquakes  looked 
upou  as  an  evil  to  be  borne,  not  fled  from — for  it  is 
impossible  to  say  where  the  next  may  take  place — and 
warnings  treated  with  indilFerence  till  the  evil  day 
arrives.  Perhaps  a  town  disappears,  perha})s  only  a 
few  houses ;  neither  one  nor  the  other  will  avail  to 
prevent  after  an  interval  the  counterpart  appearing 
ready  to  undergo  a  similar  fate.  Such  a  disease  nuist 
therefore  retard  to  an  enormous  extent  the  advance- 
ment of  the  (;ountry.  Like  parallel  diseases  of  the 
body  there  is  as  yet  no  remedy  ;  the  cause  even  is  most 
uncertain.  Electricity  is  generally,  and  I  believe  most 
truly,  ascribed  as  the  effecting  cause,  but  whr.t,  as  in  the 
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('as(3  !it  Arica,  are  tlie  laws  regulatiiifj  this  extraordinary 
alliance  of  earth  and  water  it  is  iui])ossible  to  say. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  tlie  following  year  came 
anothei"  earthquake  upon  Arica,  more  severe  than  the 
preceding,  but  not  doing  much  damage,  tlierc  being 
nothing  left  for  it  to  destroy ;  the  water,  however,  was 
not  in  the  least  moved.  iJuring  the  afternoon  our  pho- 
tograpliic  artist  had,  under  energetic  suj^ervision,  been 
taking  views  of  the  ruins  and  castaway  vessels,  exe- 
cuted witli  his  usual  skill — valuable  mementoes  of  such 
an  interesting  spot,  and  better  descriptive  of  the  scene 
than  the  pen  of  the  most  ready  writer.  All  being  on 
board  at  8  p.^r.,  the  anchor  was  got  up  and  we  steamed 
away  slowly  to  the  northward,  bound  for  Islay,  loO 
miles  up  the  coast,  hoping  at  that  place  to  find  as  much 
to  interest,  if  not  to  amuse,  as  we  had  amongst  the 
ruins  of  Arica. 

We  arrived  at  Islav  on  Febi'uary  21,  and  the  nuiil 
came  in  a  few  hours  afterwards,  bringing  most  im- 
[)ortant  news  from  Europe.  Paris,  which  had  latterly 
shown  signs  of  the  ap])roaching  end,  from  the  few  vain 
struggles  made  to  break  the  iron  cordon  which  en- 
circled it,  deprived  of  all  hope  from  the  provinces,  and 
threatened  by  starvation,  has  capitulated,  and  a  three 
weeks'  armistice  is  proclaimed,  to  arrange  the  terms  of 
peace.  Further  struggle  is  now  evidently  even  to 
them  hopeless,  and  they  must  swallow  the  bitter  pill 
with  a  good  grace.  Thus  comes  to  an  end  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  wars  the  woild  has  ever  seen.  Six 
months  have  sulFiccd  to  cfi'ect  a  most  complete  cliange 
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in  nearly  every  part  of  Europe.  A  great  nation, 
hitherto  believed  to  possess  unlimited  military  power, 
has  had  to  succumb  to  its  old  rival,  and  now  lies  at  the 
mercy  of  the  conquerors.  That  army  believed  to  be 
invincible  is  annihilated,  the  whole  country  overrun  by 
the  invader,  the  dynasty  overthrown,  and  the  Emperor 
a  prisoner.  Before  fticts  of  such  importance,  an  ac- 
complishment like  the  loss  of  teinporal  power  to  the 
Pope  created  but  little  excitement  in  the  civilised 
world,  while  the  union  of  Prussia  with  the  South 
German  States,  and  the  revival  of  the  old  Empire  of 
Germany,  with  the  Kin^  of  Prussia  for  its  head,  in- 
creases  tliat  belief,  so  common  in  Gei'many,  that  in 
course  of  time  the  Teutonic  race  will  predominate 
throughout  Europe,  and  the  Latin  race  disap})ear. 
The  characteristics  latterly  displayed  by  the  French  go 
far  to  confirm  this  idea,  for  even  tlieir  best  friends 
cannot  say  tliat  under  misfortune  they  have  shown  any 
great  qualities.  A  lukewarm  patriotism  and  absence 
of  self-abnegation  are  serious  defects  to  find  in  a  na- 
tion when  overtaken  by  calamitous  reverses.  Divided 
into  numerous  factions,  they  could  not  cast  aside  their 
internal  differences  in  the  face  of  that  momentous 
struggle,  when  all  should  have  stood  as  one  man. 
When  the  history  of  this  war  comes  to  be  reviewed, 
and  the  French  nation  })laced  on  their  trial,  the  ver- 
dict of  the  world  must  be  given  against  them  ;  and  the 
heavy  damages  they  Avill  now  have  to  pay  will  be  a 
trifling  matter  compared  to  the  loss  of  moral  })rcstige 
incurred. 
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The  arrival  of  tlic  mail  at  a  place  like  Islay,  with  its 
welcome  accompaniment  of  lettern  and  papers,  \va«  a 
most  pleasant  assistant  in  rendering  agreeable  our  stay 
in  a  port  which  even  the  most  enthusiastic  traveller 
would  own  to  be  a  trifle  uninteresting;  but  it  can  be 
made  less  op|)ressive  by  a  trij)  to  Arequij)a,  an  oppor- 
tunity of  whicii  I  was  not  slow  to  avail  myself;  and  of 
its  result  I  now  subscribe  an  account. 

Islay,  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  in  latitude  17°  south,  is 
the  proper  sea-port  of  Arequipn.  The  town,  a  col- 
lection of  poor  unattractive  buildings,  containing  about 
eight  hundred  inhabitants,  is  situated  on  the  slope  of  a 
bluflr,  which  runs  out  a  considerable  distance,  termina- 
ting in  a  cluster  of  rocks,  which,  together  with  a  chain 
of  rocky  islets,  foi-ni  the  bay,  and  aflbrds  sulficient 
shelter  from  any  wind  that  blows  on  this  coast,  though 
not  against  the  swell  which  generally  rolls  in.  There 
is  ample  anchoring  ground  for  shijiping,  and  a  depth 
of  water  varying  from  sixteen  to  thirty  fathoms.  An 
excellent  port  might  be  made  by  filling  up  the  spaces 
between  the  islands,  but  until  the  Arequipa  raihvay  is 
brought  on  from  Mollendo  to  Islay,  nothing  will  be 
done  to  improve  it.  Mollendo,  a  wretched  little  cove 
(about  six  miles  south),  has,  in  the  meantime,  been 
declared  the  shipping  port ;  but  it  will  be  found  utterly 
inadequate  when  trade  becomes  more  extensively  de- 
veloped, on  account  of  its  confined  space,  dangerous 
entrance,  and  exposed  anchorage  outside.  Nothing 
can  be  more  dreary  than  the  as|)cct  of  the  country 
(jbout  Islay  ;  a  cliain  of  bare  hills  running  parallel  with 
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lilt*  coast,  slope  up  from  tho  slioro  to  an  elevation  of 
3,500  feet,  and  may  be  considered  the  coast  range  of 
the  Andes.  A  wliitc  asli  covered  the  surface  of  tlic 
ground,  without  a  blade  of  grass  or  shrub  to  relieve 
the  eye. 

Directly  after  ancliorinir,  our  Consul,  one  of  the 
jovial  sort,  came  on  board  to  pay  his  respects  to  the 
Admiral,  and  then  a  party  of  us  accompanied  him  on 
shore.  The  to^vn  does  not  improve  t)n  closer  inspec- 
tion. It,  however,  has  a  square  and  fountain — the 
latter  decidedly  in  keeping  with  the  pi'imitive  style  of 
architecture  i)revailing,  Besides  the  Custom  House  — 
a  tolerable-looking  building,  but  about  to  be  closed — 
the  only  other  decent-lookiii<j  dwellinn;  was  tho  house 
of  Mr.  Gibson,  who  was  absent  in  Arequipa ;  but 
Ave  were  received  most  hospitably  by  Mr.  Todd,  a 
Scotchman,  at  one  time  comiected  with  the  former's 
firm. 

The  following  morning,  a  party  of  six  officers,  in- 
cluding the  Admiral  and  the  Consul,  started  at  iin 
early  hour  in  the  steam  launch  for  Mollendo.  Several 
vessels  were  at  anchor  off  the  cove,  taking  in  or  dis- 
charging cargo.  At  lirst  sight,  the  entrance,  covered 
with  foam  dashed  back  from  the  rocks,  looked  very 
uninviting,  but  there  is  a  deep  though  narrow  channel 
close  to  the  south  rocks.  Inside  it  was  tolerably 
smooth.  Mollendo  has  already  been  described  as  a 
wretched  little  cove,  frequently  impracticable  when 
a  heavy  swell  sets  in  :  it,  however,  answers  the  pur- 
pose of  landing  the  railway    j)lant.       A    few    houses 
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belonj^'iiig  to  railway  ullicialH  and  an  liotf'l  arc  built  on 
n  ])latoau  overlooking  the  cove. 

Mr.  Mciggs,  who  obtained  the  coiicosnion  for  this 
railway,  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  men  of  his 
day.  An  Ameriean  l)y  birth,  lie  seems  to  have  tried 
his  fortune  in  California  and  the  Ikazils,  and  failing, 
turned  his  attention  to  riiilways  in  Chili  and  Teru. 
Fortune  liere  smiled  on  him,  and  he  now  holds  con- 
cessions from  Peru  for  the  construction  of  five  or  six 
other  railways,  amounting  to  eighty-three  millions  of 
dollars ! ! 

The  line  from  Mollendo  to  Arequipa  is  107  miles  in 
length,  and  was  finished  a  month  ago,  when  Mr.  Meiggs 
gave  an  entertaimnent  to  the  Pi'esident,  ministers,  &e., 
which  cost  125,000  dollars,  nearly  thirty  thousand 
pounds — quite  a  fortune  in  itself — but  he  toys  with 
millions.  This  railway  is  being  carried  on  from  Are- 
([uipa  to  Puuo,  and  it  will  hereafter  be  extended  to 
Cusco,  the  ancient  capittd  of  the  Incas.  The  most 
remarkable  railway  in  course  of  formation  is  that  from 
Lima  to  Aroya,  a  distance  of  135  miles,  which  will 
cross  the  highest  range  of  the  Cordilleras  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  15,000  feet,  and  is  intended  iiltimat(^ly  to  bring 
Western  Peru  into  communication  with  the  tributaries 
of  the  Amazon,  on  the  bosom  of  whose  mighty  waters 
the  rich  treasures  of  Peru  will  be  borne  to  the  At- 
lantic. The  advantages  of  these  railways  cannot  be 
over-estimated ;  and  Peru  is  indebted  to  guano  for  tlie 
means  to  cai'ry  out  these  great  and  wholesome  schemes. 
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llaviii},'  Ji  letter  I'nmi  Mr.  Meiggs  to  the  iniuiagcr  of 
the  railway  we  received  every  attention,  and  liad  not 
a  l)ody  of  soldiers  been  going  to  Arequi[)a  nliould  have 
had  a  carriage  to  ourtielves ;  we,  however,  made  our- 
selves exceedingly  comfortable  in  a  nicely  fitled-up 
car  of  the  American  description,  which  i^  better  suited 
to  the  climate  than  the  English  carriages. 

Starting  at  a  (juartcr  before  eight,  the  first  fifteen 
miles  of  the  route  ran  parallel  to  the  coast,  along  a 
sandy  fiat,  except  where  it  crossed  a  small  ])lain  arti- 
ficially irrigated  by  water  brought  from  the  Tand)o. 
Tuniing  inland  we  began  to  ascend  a  gentle  incline, 
which,  however,  shortly  after  ])assing  the  station  of 
Tambo,  about  five  miles  from  the  coast,  became  much 
stee})er,  and  assumed  frequently  the  pn)[)ortions  of  1  in 
25.  The  line  runs  zig-zag  along  the  face  of  the  hill, 
following  its  sinuosities,  frequently  scarped  out  of  the 
solid  rock,  and  crossing  the  head  of  the  gorges  on 
great  embankments.  The  cuttings  are  very  heavy  in 
some  places,  but  there  are  no  tunnels. 

Having  crossed  the  sea  range  at  an  elevation  of 
3,500  feet,  we  entered  on  the  arid  pampa,  or  [)lain,  of 
Islay,  here  aliout  forty  miles  wide.  In  character  it 
exactly  resembles  the  Egyptian  desert,  e\cn  to  the 
mirage :  not  a  drop  of  water  over  the  wliole  extent 
of  this  desolate  region.  A  survey  is  now  being  held 
with  a  view  to  irrigating  the  plain  by  means  of  water 
brought  from  one  of  the  mountain  streams.  The  soil 
a   little  below  the  surface  teems  with   the   iierms  of 
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voj'etahlc  life,  only  Wiiitinir  for  moisture  to  rciirler 
tlic  wildcnu'ss  a  vcrdmit  plain. 

\\\  tlic  midst  of  this  (Icscrt  is  a  taml)o  or  luit  kept  by 
a  queer  little  Devonshire  man  known  iis  Slinnny,'  who 
established  himself  here  fourteen  vears  a<jo,  hoisted  the 
British  lla«jr,  and  eked  out  a  liveldiood  by  selling  re- 
freshments to  travell(!rs  and  |)erson.s  \iu\\\\f  to  and  IVo 
on  tlie  coast,  lleie  his  Arequij)an  wife  has  borne  him 
ten  children.  Tilings  now  begin  to  look  uj)  with 
Jimmy.  'J'he  railway  has  brt)nght  grist  to  the  mill,  and 
he  is  likely  to  di(^  a  wealthy  man.  Already  he  has 
commeueed  to  enlarge  his  establishment,  anil,  I  believe, 
has  invested  money  in  houses  in  Arequipa.  Our 
countrymen,  forsooth,  find  strange  resting-places  ! 

After  crossing  the  i)ampa.s  we  again  ascended  a  rooky 
ridge,  crossing  at  an  elevation  of  8,200  feet.  From  the 
crest  we  looked  over  a  sea  of  tumbled  mountains  and 
a  desert  plain,  with  iiuuunerable  small  cones  thrown 
up  during  one  of  earth's  convulsions.  A  little  beyond 
the  ridge  we  found  ourselves  ou  the  edge  of  a  deep 
abyss,  at  the  bottom  of  which,  1,000  feet  below,  rushed 
impetuously  a  turbid  current,  forcing  its  way  through  the 
narrow  gorge.  Frequently  the  cars  literally  overhung 
the  yawninr  "nlf,  and  the  slightest  accident  would  have 
thrown  th  .  with  its  living  freiglit  into  tlie  abyss 

belov  ..quii'es  careful  driving,  which  was  accorded 

by  .  steady  Scotch  engineer.  During  the  ]-ainy 
.season,  when  landsli[)s  are  frequent,  the  risk  (jf  cata- 
strophe must  be  greatly  increased.  As  we  advance 
the  gorge  expands,  and  a    narrow  but   smiling  valley 
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]\\\<*s  tho  "ttrcfim  in  its  ho{\  t'lnhnico,  pmdiinlly  widening 
until  it  ciiIiiiiimtL's  ill  the  rich  iiiid  t'rrtilc  pl.-iin  of  (iuilca, 
on  which  stands  Arc(|ni|m. 

The  (hst.uit  niountiiins  wcro  envolopccl  in  cloud,  and 
rain  l)c;ian  to  descend  Ijctore  we  entered  tlic  plain.  At 
4.30  we  arrived  nt  an  open  space  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
city,  wiiere  the  terminus  is  to  be  built.  Walking.,'  to  the 
house  of  ^[essrs.  Fletcher  and  Co.,  we  wore  hospitably 

received  by  iMr.  A in   the  absence  of  Mr.  U , 

the  head  of  the  house  in   Arequipa,  but  whose  pretty 

Peruvian  wife  irracefullv  did  the  honours..    Mr.  CI , 

of  Islay,  with  his  daughter,  were  also  guests.  The 
houses  of  FletcluM*  and  Gibbs  are,  I  believe,  the  only 
Knglish  two  in  vVrequipa.  Their  ex'ports  are  princi- 
pally the  fine  wool  of  the  Vicuna  ,'ind  Alpaca:  their 
imj)orts  being  various  English  nianufactui'es,  especially 
a  peculiar  cloth  of  softest  wool  and  bi'ight  colour,  which 
has  an  immense  sale,  and  resembles,  I  am  told,  a  native 

cloth  made  in  the  time  of  the  Incas.     Mi\  F ,  the 

head  of  the  house,  lives  in  England,  and  is  reputed  a 
millionaire.  We  sat  down  a  large  [)arty  to  diimer,  as 
it  is  the  custom  in  the  English  houses  for  all  the  clerks 
of  the  establishment  to  live  in  the;  house. 

The  following  morning  I  was  up  betimes,  and,  sally- 
ing forth,  ha(l  a  splendid  view  of  the  magni(i('(nt 
volcanic  rone  of  Misti,  which  lises  12,000  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  plain  at  a  distance  of  about  fifteen 
miles.  Its  snowy  summit,  sharp  and  clear  against  the 
listened  in    the  sun.     On  either  side,  but 
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and  far  away  in  the  horth-west  more  distant  ranges  of 
the  Cordilleras  were  visible  through  the  transparent 
atmosphere.  The  air  here  is  so  rarified  that  distant 
objects  seem  close  at  hand ;  respiration  is  also  affected 
in  some  people  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  bleeding 
at  the  ears  and  nose,  and  great  0[)i)ression  in  the  hojid. 
I  confess  to  having  experienced  none  of  these  unpleas- 
ant sensations,  although  some  of  the  party  di<l  so  in  a 
slight  degree.  VisitiiK  the  market,  I  found  it  well 
supplied  with  vegetables,  but  meat,  poultry,  eggs,  and 
butter  were  dear,  and  not  abundant :  a  variety  of 
household  goods  and  wearing  ap])arel  were  also  ex- 
posed for  sale.  Rut  the  most  curious  article  is  the 
frozen  potato,  looking  exactly  like  a  round  pumice- 
stone  :  it  is,  however,  good  when  cooked, 

Arequipa,  which  derives  its  name  from  an  Indian 
word  meaning  '  place  of  rest,'  was  a  town  of  the  Incas, 
where  they  rested  on  their  way  from  Cusco,  or  Puno, 
to  the  coast.  It  is  situated  in  the  corner  of  a  fertile 
plain  of  considerable  extent,  watered  by  the  river 
Chile,  which  divides  the  city  into  two  unequal  parts, 
but  connected  by  a  handsome  old  stone  bridge.  It 
contains  about  40,000  inhabitants,  and  has  a  striking 
and  oriental  appearance,  from  the  whiteness  of  the 
houses,  built  of  stone,  and  principally  flat-roofed,  with 
vaultcil  ceilings,  wood  being  very  scarce.  It  boasts  a 
fine  cathedral,  several  old  churches  tawdrily  decorated, 
various  monasteries  and  convents,  a  college,  and  a 
hospital.  The  earthfjuake  of  1808  left  hardly  a  build- 
ing entire,  and  the   city   is  still  ruinous,  although  the 
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restoration  of  both  public  luul  private  buildings  lias 
commenced.  The  body  of  the  cathedral  was  left 
standing,  but  the  towers  were  thrown  down  ;  and  a 
handsome  square  was  wrecked.  The  streets  are  toler- 
ably wide,  with  pavement ;  an  open  drain  runs  down 
the  centre  of  each,  generally  in  a  iilthy  condition. 
The  shops  make  but  little  display  :  they  are  stocked 
principally  with  foreign  goods,  there  being  few  native 
mamifactures.  The  better  houses  are  built  in  the 
Spanish  style  :  you  enter  by  a  gateway  into  a  quad- 
rangle, the  sides  of  which  constitute  the  house,  one- 
storied  on  account  of  earthquakes.  The  city  is  ex- 
tremely healthy,  epidemics  being  almost  unknown. 
People  from  Islay  have  died  of  yellow  fever  caught 
there,  but  the  conditions  of  the  atmosphere  are  happily 
unfavourable  for  its  propagation. 

The  inhabitants  are  a  mixed  race,  and  the  lower 
classes  not  prepossessing  in  appearance.  The  dress  of 
the  women  consists  of  a  gaudy-coloured  petticoat  of  a 
soft  woollen  cloth,  before  alluded  to,  a  shawl,  and  hat. 
The  men  wear  the  poncho,  with  knee  breeches,  bare 
legs,  and  sandals. 

Arequipa.  has  always  been  the  focus  of  revolution, 
and  its  neighljourhood  the  scene  of  more  than  one 
battle.  A  year  or  two  ago  General  Prado,  in  revolu- 
tion for  the  presidency,  bombarded  it  for  three  months, 
from  the  west  side  of  the  river,  where  he  establislied 
his  batteries.  But  it  was  resolutely  defended,  and  in 
rhe  assault  Pi'ado's  men,  getting  their  ammunition  wet, 
were  driven   l)ack,  when  he  witluh'cw.  and  had  ulti- 
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matelv  to  fly  the  country.  Ilevoluti(Mi  in  Peru  moans 
a  struggle  for  tlie  presidency.  The  temptation  to  light 
for  the  ])rize  is  very  strong,  as  the  president  has  de 
facto  the  control  of  the  money  bags,  and  manages  not 
only  to  enrich  himself  but  provide  also  for  those  sup- 
porters who  placed  him  in  power.  Since  guano  be- 
came a  source  of  wealtli,  money  has  been  lavished 
broadcast  by  the  government,  and  there  ai'e  probably 
more  wealthy  men  in  Peru,  considering  its  population, 
than  in  any  other  country  of  the  world.  I  am  bound, 
however,  to  say  that  the  present  president  has  inftugu- 
rated  many  valunlAle  works,  but  little  can  be  shown  for 
the  450,000,000^.  sterling  derived  from  guano. 

The  prefect  or  civil  governor,  being  a  person  of 
importance,  the  Admiral  called  on  him.  He  is,  I 
beheve,  upright  and  able.  Our  quarters  still  bore 
traces  of  the  Cariiival,  coloured  egg-shells  lay  thickly 
about,  and  the  walls  were  bespattered  with  flour,  &c. 
The  great  amusement  of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen 
during  this  festive  season  is  to  drench  each  other  wnth 
water,  and  to  pelt  one  another  with  eggshells  contain- 
ing scent  or  coloured  fluids  :  the  encounters  are  fierce, 
and  the  destruction  of  dress  serious.  During  our  stay 
at  Arequipa  we  made  one  or  two  excursions  on  horse- 
back, but  beyond  fields  rich  in  Indian  corn  and  pasture 
the  country  presents  nothing  remarkable.  The  grape 
will  not  ripen,  owing  to  the  keenness  of  the  air  at 
night,  but  from  the  maize  the  natives  niake  and  con- 
sume largely  a  species  of  beer  :  it  is,  however,  to  our 
taste  unpalatable.     Of  native  dishes  the  best  I  liave 
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tafstcd,  wliic'li  nppeiirs  at  breakfast  and  dinner,  is  a  soi-t 
of  soup  made  of  vegetables  and  fowl,  called  '  achi,' 
very  similar  to  the  '  casuela  '  of  Chile. 

The  Llama  is  used  in  this  country  as  a  beast  of 
burden  :  it  resembles  a  miniature  camel,  with  a  lonj^ 
neck,  soft  eye,  and  spongy  hoof,  but  without  the  liumj) 
on  its  back.  It  has  a  coating  of  line  soft  wool  and 
hair ;  its  load  is  limited  to  100  pounds  down-hill, 
and  fifty  up.  Against  the  imposition  of  a  heavier 
weight  it  rebels,  and  will  not  move.  There  are  four 
species  of  this  '  sheep  of  the  Coidillcra^^,'  viz.  the 
Vicuiia,  Alpaca,  Llama,  and  Iluanaco,  or  Guanaco. 
The  wool  of  the  first  named  is  the  finest  in  the 
world,  and  brings  a  very  high  [)rice  in  the  English 
market.  The  \'icufia,  unlike  the  Llama  or  Guanaco, 
cannot  be  domesticated;  it  roams  over  the  rugged 
sides  of  the  mountains,  seeking  for  a  rough  grass  called 
'  yehu.' 

A  few  ladies  assembled  in  the  house  the  second 
evening  of  our  visit ;  when  carnival  on  a  small  scale 
was  enacted,  and  the  dancing  (although  Lent)  went 
merrily  on.  The  '  sama-cueca'  was  performed  admir- 
ably ;  some  of  the  ollicers  rendering  themselves 
willing  and  a])t  punils.  Mr.  T made  rapid  pro- 
gress, going  in  for  it  con  antore  under  the  auspices  of 
one  or  two  very  pretty  girls,  so  as  aj)[)arently  to  cause 
a  pang  to  more  than  one  looker-ou  unaccustomed  to 
see  their  usual  partners  thus  engrossed  and  appro- 
priated. 

The   Consul  proved  a  '  most  remarkable  man,'  '  a 
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rcjriiliir  pci'p-o'-day  boy,'  ready  for  everything,  from  a 
cocktail  at  5  a.m.  to  B.  and  S.  at  two  the  following 
morning,  always  good-natured  and  in  the  best  of  spirits, 
with  a  fund  of  anecdote.  On  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
bidding  farewell  to  our  kind  entertainers,  we  started  to 
return  to  the  ship,  accompanied  by  Mr.  and  j\Iiss 
S ,  and  two  other  young  ladies. 

I  cannot,  however,  take  leave  of  Arequipa  without 
expressing  our  deep  sense  of  the  cordial  reception  we 
met  with  from  the  English  community.  From  one 
and  all  it  was  courteous,  hospitable,  and  kind,  so  that 
we  shall  long  remember  our  agreeable  trip. 

En  route  to  Mollendo,  stopping  at  the  Tambo  de 
Joya,  Jimmy,  in  honour  of  the  event,  insisted  on  treat- 
ing the  party  to  champagne,  which  all  found  grateful 
after  the  dusty  journey.  I  was  amply  repaid  for  rather 
an  uncomfortable  seat  on  the  engine  descending  the 
incline,  by  the  grandeur  of  the  scenery  and  also  in 
witnessing  the  careful  driving.  Steam  was  shut  off 
immediately  the  incline  became  at  all  steep,  and  the 
speed  entirely  regulated  by  the  brakes.  At  4.30  we 
arrived  at  Mollendo,  where  we  found  the  steam-launch  ; 
and  two  hours  afterwards,  having  landed  our  friends  at 
Islay,  were  on  board  the  ship. 

We  found  during  our  absence  opportunity  had  been 
taken  to  exercise  the  big  guns  against  one  of  the  small 
rocky  islands  a  short  distance  off  the  ship  :  and  on 
visiting  the  spot  after  a  heavy  day's  pounding  it  was 
extraordinary  to  see  the  small  amount  of  damage  done 
to  tlie  solid  rock.     The  di'brift  of  solid  shot  and  shell 
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were  picked  up  in  various  shapes,  but  alteration  in  the 
aspect  of  the  rock  was  scarcely  discernible. 

It  was  on  this  island  that  a  curious  fact  in  ornith- 
ology was  brought  to  light  and  verified,  namely,  the 
existence  of  a  species  of  bird  having  four  wings ;  long 
a  disputed  point  whether  such  a  phenomenon  had  not 
its  origin  in  an  optical  illusion  such  as,  in  certain  con- 
ditions of  the  human  race,  multiplies  an  object.  But 
the  circumstances  under  which  this  specimen  was 
observed  leaves  no  doubt  that  one  of  these  rare  biids 
was  seen,  being  remarked  and  reported  by  two  peo])lc 
whose  veracity  is  unimpeachable,  hw:  who,  unfortu- 
nately, had  no  fire-arms  to  obtain  tins  vara  avis  in 
terrain.  They  describe  it  f i ^  of  the  size  of  an  English 
thrush,  with  similar  plumage,  having  two  separate 
wings  on  each  side,  but  working  sponlaneously.  It 
was  seen  to  settle  and  get  up  once  or  twice  when  so 
near  tliat  a  stone  was  thrown,  and  eventually  it  Hew 
away.  Thus  is  settled  the  fact  of  their  existence ; 
thouoh  whether  this  was  a  solitarv  instance,  a  freak 
of  nature,  or  a  wanderer  from  his  tribe,  must  remain 
ft  sealed  book  till  further  research  has  been  made  into 
the  subject.  At  any  rate,  there  is  no  doubt  that,  mid><t 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Andes,  remains  a  fund  of  un- 
explored nature  which  may  yet  bring  U^  light  many 
more  extraordinary  truths  than  a  four-winged  bird. 

The  following  day  a  small  party  came  on  boai\l  (o 
witness  and  assist  in  a  ceremony  no  longer  novel 
to  us — a  christening,  when  the  infant  of  Mrs.  S —  was 
baptised  by  our   pastor  with  his  usual  impressiveness. 
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Let  us  hope  at  some  future  diiy  the  worthy  gentleman 
may  be  a  more  interested  actor  in  this  ordinance,  and 
find  useful  the  experience  of  youthful  progeny,  gained 
when  christening  in  the  Pacific.  Lunch  and  a  dance 
brought  round  the  time  when  the  anchor  had  to  be 
lifted,  so  at  5  P.M.  we  waved  an  adieu  to  our  friends, 
and  the  gallant  ship  was  soon  on  her  way  to  Callao. 
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CIIArTER  VIII. 

LEAVE  ISLAT  AND  ARRIVE  AT  CALLAO—  I'KCULIARITIES  IN  THE  BAT  — 
DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  CITV  IN  1787  —  LIMA  VISITED  AND  DKSCUIIIED 
—  THE  REMAINS  OFl'IZARRO  —  A  I'AKALLEL  IIKTWEKN  CUIJA  AND 
rERTT — IIATIIS  AT  LIMA — '  HIE  DEATH  OF  ATIIUALI'A,  THE  LAST  INCA  ' 
— A  TUII*  TO  CII()RILLA8  —  MANNER  OF  AKCIIITECTURE  AND  GENERAL 
DESCRII'TION— LEAVE  CALLAO  AND  ARRIVE  AT  PAYTA — EXTRAORDINART 
FALL  or  CAIN  IN  THAT  I'LACK —  EFFECTS  ON  THE  TOWN — LEAVE 
SOUTH  AMEmCA,   AND  START  FOR  TUE  SANDWICH   ISLANDS. 

Although  the  distance  of  Callao  from  Islay  is  only 
354  miles,  it  was  March  2  before  we  arrived  at  the 
former.  This  was  mainly  owing  to  the  very  light 
breezes  we  experienced  all  the  way  up  the  coast,  when 
we  expected  the  reverse  ;  thus  in  a  measure  justifying 
the  now  oft-repeated  saying,  that  the  lu(;k  is  not  with 
us,  and  that  wherever  we  go  and  whatever  may  have 
been  the  previous  generality,  our  experiences  are 
(lifTerent  to  those  recorded  for  our  benefit.  This  state 
of  affairs  is  synonymous  with  arriving  at  any  })lace  in 
the  wrong  season,  which  seems  peculiarly  to  have  been 
our  fate  during  the  past  year  :  a  misfortune,  not  a  fault, 
which  has  promise  of  rectification  next  year,  when,  by 
selecting  the  most  advantageous  time  of  visiting  this 
interesting  chain  of  ports,  the  most  may  be  made  of  the 
slight  dilfereiice  which  winter  makes  in  them,  both  as 
regards  climate  and  amusement. 

But  to  go  l)ack  to  Callao.     It  was  half-past  one  in 
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the  morning  when  we  urrived,  so  it  is  difficult  to 
translate  the  uppermost  impressions  in  one's  mind  re- 
garding its  appearance — unfortunately,  as  first  impres- 
sions are  generally  truest  and  remairi  longest  in  the 
memory — so  it  was  not  till  daylight  came  that  we  were 
able  to  see  into  what  sort  of  quarters  we  had  fallen. 
Here  we  found  the  'Chanticleer,'  several  Peruvian  men- 
of-war,  and  one  American.  Close  to  was  the  famous 
iron-clad  which  did  such  good  service  when  Callao 
was  bombarded  by  the  Spaniards  six  years  ngo.  Built 
here  during  the  war,  such  another  in  shape  as  the  old 
'  Merrimac,'  they  had  no  iron  plates  to  cover  her  with, 
so  in  lieu  took  the  iron  rails  from  tlie  line  which  runs 
between  Callao  and  Lima,  and  covered  her  all  over  with 
them  ;  proving  a  most  efficient  protection,  for  she  lay 
between  the  Spaniards  and  the  shore  firing  away,  while 
the  shots  from  her  adversaries  glanced  off  from  her 
sides,  doing  but  little  damage ;  so  that  the  Spaniards 
were  beaten  off  mainly  through  her  agency.  One  frigate 
having  a  shell  burst  in  her  engine-room  had  to  be 
towed  out  of  action. 

The  entrance  to  Callao  is  peculiar.  Before  arriving 
in  the  Bay  you  pass  Cape  Lorenzo,  an  island  of  great 
height,  on  the  north-east  extremity  of  which  is  placed 
the  lighthouse,  980  feet  above  the  sea.  This  height, 
which  at  first  sight  would  seem  to  be  an  advantage  as 
enabling  the  light  to  be  seen  at  a  great  distance,  is 
often  otliGrwise,  because  at  certain  times  fogs  or  mists 
prevail,  enveloping  the  top  of  the  Cape  and  lighthouse, 
for  which  reason  we  preferred  to  come  in  the  time  we 
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(lid  wlien  clojir,  instead  of  later  in  tlie  inoining,  wlion 
it  is  generally  thus  obscured.  Jieyond  tliis  island,  and 
8C})arated  from  it  by  a  narrow  cliannel,  is  another  of 
equal  altitude,  but  less  uwignitudc,  at  once  strii\iiig  tiie 
eye  as  having  a  reseniblanee  to  the  Rock  of  Gibnihar  ; 
whilst  here  and  there  small  rocks  show  that  the  whole 
range  has  evidently  been  the  result  of  an  earthquake 
tlirovvn  up  by  the  sea,  or  some  extraordinary  convulsion 
of  nature.  In  1787  there  was  an  earthquake,  followed 
by  an  invasion  of  the  sea,  in  some  respects  similar  to 
that  at  Arica,  when  the  old  town  of  Callao  was  de- 
stroyed, and  wlujre  it  was  is  now  part  of  the  bay.  This 
place  is  sei)arated  from  us  only  by  a  long,  narrow  spit 
of  land,  which  has  all  the  appearance,  from  its  regularity 
of  outline,  of  a  breakwater  made  by  human  hands, 
whereas  it  is,  and  I  believe  also  the  islands,  attributable 
solely  to  that  event.  We  have  seen  in  our  own  life- 
time localities  erased  and  the  appearance  of  others 
wholly  changed;  why  then  should  not  tiiese  pecu- 
liarities have  come  about  in  the  same  way?  The  soil 
of  these  islands  is  of  the  same  barren  and  sandy  nature 
which  is  common  all  along  the  coast ;  in  fact,  you  have 
to  go  inland  some  miles  before  arriving  at  any  signs  of 
fertihty.  Another  peculiarity  is,  that  the  people  say 
that  they  are  daily  rising  in  height.  They  mean  pro- 
bably that  the  sea  is  receding  instead,  which  would 
have  the  same  cfiect  upon  the  land  and  be  more  in 
accordance  with  the  known  order  of  things.  The 
town  (»f  Callao  has  been  so  often  described  by  al)ler 
pens,  and  has  so  little  in  it  to  create   interest,  that  I 
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sliall  not  enlarge;  upon  its  beuutioH,  and  niako  no 
a|K)U)«:jy  for  at  once  i)roree(ling  to  Limn,  liosides,  to 
t(;ll  the  truth,  I  am  an  tired  of  trying  to  emulate 
Murray  as  I  suspect  my  readers  arc  of  my  feeble 
attempts.  So  to  try  another  strain.  Truly  they  were 
giants  in  those  days !  might  not  be  the  unapt  exclama- 
tion when  standing  over  the  skeleton  of  the  once  great 
Pizarro;  for  know  that  his  remains  are  to  be  seen  to 
this  day  in  tlie  cathedral  at  liima.  Shades  of  Homer! 
ye  keep  I  he  whitened  bones,  l)ut  what  avail  these,  save 
as  an  ever  piesent  reproach  to  a  country  that  founded 
empires  beyond  the  sea  unto  a  pitch  know!i  neither 
be  fori!  or  si  nci!.  Where  are  they  now?  Where  is  all 
that  glory  wliicii  made  Spain  at  one  time  the  most 
powerful  nation  in  the  world?  Her  ridies,  foreign 
possessions,  ikv.^  g<»ue,  all  gone;  and  why?  I  re- 
memlnT  some  years  ago  dining  witli  a  young  Cuban 
of  position  at  Havana.  There  were  no  signs  of  relx'l- 
lion  then,  though  the  seeds  were  g(.Tmina ting  ;  and  in 
talking  over  the  position  of  the  island,  I  was  surprised 
to  hear  this  exclamation — 'Ah!  amigo  mio,  if  we 
were  only  under  the  English  or  American  rule ;  but 
the.se  Spaniards,  carand)a!'  'What!'  said  I,  'you 
would  rather  be  under  the  English  rule  than  Spain, 
your  mother  country,  speaking  the  same  language, 
having  the  same  religion,  from  whom  you  are  all 
descended.'  'Ye.s,'  said  he;  'even  with  all  that,  a 
thousand  times  yes,  and  so  woukl  every  Cuban  in  the 
island  ;  before  long  there  will  be  a  tn.mendous  struggle 
between  Cubans  and  Spaniards,  which  will  only  end  in 
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the  extermination  ol'  iIk*  t'onnor  or  their  independence.' 
IIow  the  first  ptirt  has  eonie  lo  pass  all  know,  and  how 
the  Cubans  have  struj^'j^ded  on  a<^'ainst  re[)eated  re- 
inforeenients  from  S])ain.  It  is  not  a  rising  in  any 
one  j)ortion,  l)iit  a  revolution  throu<,diout  the  whole 
island,  and  the  end  will  be,  lis  iu  Chile  and  Peru — 
independence !  IIow  then  can  we  account  tor  this 
extraordinary  characteristic  of  Spaniards,  that  they 
cannot  retain  their  colonies  ?  It  is  in  one  word — in- 
tolerance !  I  am  not  spcakin<^  simply  in  the  narrow 
.sense  of  religion,  but  of  everything  :  forcing  imposts  on 
these  conquered  countries  till  they  become  too  heavy 
to  bear;  treating  them  with  HUsj)icion  and  injustice 
in  not  allowing  them  any  voice  in  their  own  govern- 
ment— for  it  is  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  revolution 
there  that  no  Cuban  may  hold  a  government  a[)|)oint- 
ment ;  they  are  all  filled  by  S[)aniards  sent  out  for  the 
purpose — till  at  last  tired  of  waiting  for  better  times, 
they  throw  off  the  yoke  and  declare  their  indej)eiidence. 
Unwarned  Sj)ain  has  gone  on  losing  colony  after  colony 
till  of  all  her  vast  possessions  but  little  is  left.  For- 
tunately, England  was  warned  in  time  by  the  revolt  of 
her  American  colonies,  and  has  since  inaugurated  a 
new  policy  towards  them — one  of  justice  and  concilia- 
tion ;  so  that  since  then,  instead  of  losing  any  of  her 
possessions,  they  have  gone  on  increasing  in  strength, 
and  will  ere  long,  like  a  man's  sliadow  on  the  pave- 
ment, snrpass  that  from  which  they  derived  tlu-ir 
being.  It  is  easy  to  imagine  the  chagrin  felt  by  Spain 
in  losing   these  fine  countries,  and   the   folly  of  past 
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inisgovermneiit.  Tlioy  me  lost  tor  ever,  ami  she  can 
never  regain  tlie  posilion  once  lield  auiong  nations;  but 
infiy  better  the  present  state  of  afliiirs  in  lu'r  own 
country,  and  to  that,  if  wise,  she  will  turn  her  atten- 
tion in  earnest. 

Meanwhile  Peru  flourishes,  thou;i:h  more  from  Eu- 
ropean than  native  assistanee  ;  and  in  fiima  is  largely 
found  the  cosmopolitan  element  which  draws  her  on  in 
spite  of  herself — railways  constructed,  docks  built  at 
Callao,  new  mines  being  opened,  and  an  impetus  given 
to  trade  not  known  before.  Tiie  capital  has  about  its 
aj)pearance  all  the  peculiarity  of  architecture  so  attrac- 
tive to  the  eye  in  old  Spanish  towns.  Founded  by 
rizarro  during  his  march  through  Peru  in  IT)."-!,  it  iias 
since  undergone  many  vicissitudes  of  fortune,  from 
carthquak(}s,  internal  revolutions,  t^'C.  ;  but  retains  in 
the  cathedral  and  other  public  buildings  en<mgh  to 
show  that  once  it  deserved  the  title  given  it  by  the 
conqueror,  'City  of  the  Kings,'  for  I  have  seldcmi  s(^en 
surpassed  in  design  or  execution  the  carving  on  the 
exterior  of  some  of  the  churches  340  years  old.  Espe- 
cially marked  is  this  in  the  cathedral,  so  that  it  is 
disappointing  not  to  find  in  the  interior  a  correspond- 
ing beauty,  lint  it  is  flat  and  tawdry;  dirt  reigns 
supreme,  and  of  ornament  but  little — a  strong  contrast 
to  Western  churches.  When  Pizarro  died,  his  body 
was  embalmed,  and  placed  in  one  of  the  vaults.  Of 
late  they  have  been  rather  chary  of  admitting  strangers 
to  this  place,  who,  from  a  morbid  taste  for  repulsive 
curiosities,  were  in  the  liabit  of  abstracting  bits  of  bone 
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or  his  winding  .sluu.'t.  Hut,  by  produfing  a  piece  of 
silver,  my  conijxuiioti  and  I  liad  no  dilliculty  in  pcr- 
wuadingtiie  guide  that  our  intentions  were  not  iMonious. 
iSo  wc  descended  down  into  a  (hnk  vault,  where  draw- 
ing aside  a  rag  of  a  curtain  in  a  niche  of  the  wall,  lay 
the  skeleton  almost  perfect,  with  what  once  may  have 
been  a  sheet  thrown  lightly  over  it.  Such  is  the  most 
lionoured  burial  they  can  give  thee,  oh  I  man  of  un- 
daunted courage !  who,  with  three  ships  and  two  hun- 
dred men,  set  out  to  invade  South  America,  and  founded 
that  vast  empire!  Could  you  but  sec  your  unhai)py 
country,  niethinks  those  bones  would  receive  a  new 
spirit  and  come  forth  to  reproach  tlie  degeneracy  of 
thy  descendants !  It  was  with  minds  chastened  by 
these  reflections  that  wc  turned  our  steps  to  another 
part  of  the  town  where  rumour  had  localised  a  most 
desirable  luxury,  viz.,  a  swimming  bath,  the  fame  of 
which  we  found  on  reaching  the  place  was  not  confined 
to  us  alone,  but  had  extended  to  many  of  our  brother 
ofTicers,  who,  clad  in  the  minimum  of  clothing,  were 
revelling  in  the  manner  most  congenial  to  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race ;  for  if  there  is  a  subject  upon  which 
EngUshmen — according  to  foreigners — arc  a  little  mo- 
nomaniacal,  or  upon  which  they  themselves  might  be 
led  out  of  their  natural  modesty  to  say,  '  I  am  not  as 
other  men,'  it  is  in  their  predilection  for  cold  water  ; 
adding  in  the  nineteenth  century  a  new  verb  to  our 
language, '  to  tub,'  said  now  to  be  used  often  in  the 
interrogative  mood  when  matrimony  is  contemplated, 
as  a  necessary  qualification  :  to  such  an  extent  h;is  the 
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mania  beconio  general.  Whetlier  tliis  characteristic  is 
a  weakness  or  a  virtue  I  am  not  here  to  discuss ;  tliose 
social  questions  are  best  left  to  the  '  Saturday  lleview.' 
I  was  merely  desirous  to  correct  any  false  impressions 
of  levity  of  conduct  on  our  part  in  stepj)ing  out  of  a 
cathedral  into  a  swimming  l)ath,  before  entering  into 
any  further  description. 

There  was  something  certainly  very  inviting  in  the 
construction  of  this  establishment,  and  the  ornamental 
had  been  combined  here  with  the  useful  in  the  most 
felicitous  manner.  Supplied  by  an  ever-changing  stock 
of  fresh  water  continually  passing  in  and  out  by  the 
means  of  small  fountains  placed  all  round,  half  hid  by 
beautiful  tro[)ical  j)lants,  which  ascended  by  pillars 
to  the  roof,  and  hung  over  the  water  in  graceful  fes- 
toons, you  felt  here  was  the  proloty[)e  of  the  luxury  jis 
enjoyed  by  the  ancient  liomans,  and  described  by  the 
authors  of  that  ])eriod.  Adjoining  was  a  ladies'  bath, 
separated  only  by  a  low  wall,  which  did  not  debar 
coi  versation  or  impede  the  sight;  but,  as  I  said  before, 
all  were  arrayed  in  sumptuous  attire,  without  which 
there  was  not  anyone  there  that  was  there.  It  being 
lunch  time,  the  market  was  next  visited,  proving  most 
unattractive  in  its  dirtiness,  though  large  and  well  sup- 
l)Iied ;  so  we  turned  into  the  Public  Library,  to  see  the 
celebrated  picture  representing  the  death  of  Athualpa, 
last  of  the  Incas,  who  was  executed  in  a  most  unjust 
manner.  Here  he  is  just  dead,  and  the  priests  are 
hanging  over  him,  for  he  was  converted  shoitly  before, 
while  rizarro  is  standing  in  the  foreground.     In  the 
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background  ar(»  kcvoijiI  beautiful  women,  wives  of  tlie 
chief,  trying  to  get  to  the  body,  but  kept  l)iick  by 
Spanish  soldiers.  It  is  beautifully  painted ;  the  expres- 
sion of  the  faces  so  vivid !  In  the  conqueror  stern 
resolve;  in  the  priests  triumph;  in  the  women  grief ; 
hi  the  soldiers  brutality ;  whilst  in  the  chief  figure  a 
deep  calm  contrasts  v/ith  the  storm  of  ])assions  which 
surround  it.  It  was,  I  believe,  painted  at  Florence 
four  years  ago,  but  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the 
artist. 

Lima  is  distant  from  Callao  eight  miles ;  and,  to  all 
appearance,  the  interval  between  them  is  perfectly  fiat, 
but  this  is  one  of  those  visional  deceptions  justified  by 
such  a  gradual  incline  as  1  in  88,  so  how  Humboldt  luul 
other  travellers  could  see  on  this  point  anything  extra- 
ordinarj',  it  is  difiicult  to  imagine,  unless  to  gain  in 
narratives  of  strange  countries  a  fictitious  interest  by 
surrounding  common -place  peculiarities  with  a  mys- 
terious halo  Callao,  as  the  present  outlet  of  commerce, 
has  little  but  what  is  un[)leasant,  being  dirty  and  unin- 
teresting, so  that  it  is  fortunate  a  railway  soon  places 
one  in  the  more  agreeal.»le  cai)ital,  where  bright  eyes 
and  richly  furnished  warehouses,  displaying  the  best 
wares  from  all  nations,  are  a  relief  after  the  desert 
towns  on  the  coast.  The  women  of  Lima  have  long 
been  noted  for  their  beauty,  a'.d  though  you  do  not 
find  it  so  general  as  in  some  parts,  individual  cases 
showed  that  often  a  little  Indian  blood  assists  to  give  a 
rare  beauty  to  the  face.  Any  sketch  of  Lima  and  its 
environs  would  be  most  im])erfect  without  some  account 
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of  the  fjimous  bathing  place,  Cliorillas  ;  but  unable,  by 
circumstances  over  which  I  had  no  control,  to  pay  it  a 
visit,  I  take  the  liberty  to  transcribe  tlie  following 
account  by  one  who  was  more  fortunate  : — '  C.  and  I 
having  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  fashionable  watering- 
place  Chorillas,  started  one  afternoon  from  Lima  with 
the  intention  of  proceeding  thither  by  the  train  which 
left  Lima  about  5'30  p.m.  Chorillas  is  about  twelve 
miles  from  Lima,  and  on  the  coast,  about  eight  miles 
to  the  southward  of  Callao.  It  is  a  favourite  place 
with  the  Limenians,  being,  in  fact,  their  only  watering- 
place.  We  caught  our  train,  and  after  a  journey  of 
forty  minutes'  duration  arrived  at  our  destination. 
Built  on  a  low  clilli  which  runs  round  tlie  bay  and 
whose  descent  is  steep,  I  never  saw  a  place  where  more 
advantage  had  been  taken  of  every  spot  available  for 
building.  The  houses  are  verj'^  close  together,  and  the 
streets  narrow,  but  the  houses  are  nearly  all  villas, 
nicely  built  and  pleasing  to  the  eye.  Tlie  first  thing 
which  struck  us  on  leaving  the  station  was  the  number 
of  ])retty  faces  to  be  scon  in  nearly  all  the  houses, 
curious  to  inspect  the  arrivals  by  train :  doors  and 
windows  wore  tin-own  wide  open,  liut  as  we  got  fur- 
ther into  the  town  and  wore  threadingour  way  through 
the  narrow  streets  towards  the  sea,  we  wei'c  perfectly 
and  agreeably  sui-prisod  to  find  on  each  side  of  us  houses 
with  one  room,  as  it  were,  entirely  open,  being  separated 
from  the  street  only  by  a  few  iron  btii-s,  Tiiese  rooms, 
or  sort  of  balconies,  wore  full  of  fair  Limenians,  some 
lying  in  grass  hammocks ;  otiiors  lolling  in  onsv  chairs, 
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or  standing  chatting  and  criticising  the  fresh  arrivals. 
The  whole  reminded  us  in  a  ludicrous  manner  of  the 
Zoological  Gardens  in  Kegent's  Park,  with  the  dilTercnce 
that  here  pretty  girls  were  caged  instead  of  wild  animals. 
It  was  the  most  pleasant  time  of  the  day,  about  half- 
past  six,  when  we  sauntered  down  to  the  sea.  On 
arriving  at  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  we  found  a  regular  and 
well-made  promenade  running  along  the  top,  houses 
larger  and  of  a  better  description  looking  over  it,  all 
with  open  windows  and  doors.  The  esplanade  is  made 
of  stone,  with  smooth  well-laid  gravel  walks.  The 
bathing  esUiblishment,  some  eighty  feet  below,  consists 
of  a  long  wocjden  house,  part  for  the  use  of  gentlemen 
and  part  for  the  ladies,  fnnn  whence  all  issue  forth  clad 
in  a  sort  of  bathing  dress  and  shoes  ;  these  meet  in  the 
water  on  quite  easy  terms.  Nearly  every  one  carri(,'d 
his  or  her  own  life  buoy,  as  there  is  rather  a  heavy 
swell.  It  was  tempting,  but  late,  so  after  looking  on  a 
short  time  we  trudged  up  the  hill  again,  and  made  our 
way  to  a  small  hotel  in  t)rder  to  get  something  in  the 
way  of  dinner.  Fortuntitely  we  came  in  time  for  tabU 
(r/ioft',a]u\  found  two  vacant  places,  but  the  room  being 
full  and  waiters  scai'ce,  we  were  at  considerable  disad- 
vantaire  in  our  limited  knowledL'e  of  the  lanjxuajre, 
which  only  enabled  us  to  hurl  occasional  phrases  after 
the  waiters  as  they  hurried  bv,  but  to  which  for  a  lon^ 
time  th(\y  i)aid  no  notice.  At  last,  when  our  patience 
was  well  nigh  exhausted,  as  our  Spanish  had  been  long 
ago,  we  managed  to  get  something,  and  then  strolled 
down  to  the  Esplanade,  to  listen  to  a  band  which  had 
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come  from  Ijima  for  tlie  purpose.  \\  hcj^Mii  to  j)liiy 
jiboul.  c'i^ht  o'clock,  by  wliich  time  llie  Ks|)Iana(l(j 
wiis  tliroii;4C(l  with  ladies  and  }j;entleineii.  We  cer- 
tainly had  a  f^ood  gliinjise  of  Lima  society.  The  ladies 
were  attired  in  evening  dress,  as  the  climate  is  delicious, 
and  the  eflect  of  their  bright  coloured  dresses  was  ex- 
ceedingly picturesque,  for  they  are  all  fond  of  bright 
colours. 

'After  walking  about  a  short  time,  and  meeting  a 
few  brother  oflicers,  who  appeared  not  to  be  strangers 
like  ourselves,  we  left  in  good  time  to  get  to  the  train 
before  the  general  rush  ;  and  passing  uj)  the  street  were 
amused  to  see  that  the  servants  of  the  diflerent  houses 
were  now  occui)ying  the  sofa  and  lounge  in  the  front 
rooms  whilst  mistresses  were  out.  Our  train  was  veiy 
full  of  visitors  from  Lima,  nevertheless  we  managed  to 
arrive  in  good  time  to  catch  our  train  to  Callao,  which 
we  reached  at  11  P.M.,  having  thoroughly  enjoyed  a 
few  hours  at  Chorillas.' 

The  pleasure  of  our  stay  at  Callao  was  nuich 
diminished  by  the  great  heat,  for  whieh  a  naval  cos- 
tume is  not  well  adapted.  Weather  that  was  said  to 
be  quite  ex('ei)tional,  especially  when  com[)ared  with 
former  years, for  whereas  at  this  season  the  thermome- 
ter generally  ranged  from  58°  to  00°  Fahrenheit,  it  now 
seldom  shows  less  than  80°,  whilst  the  temperature  of 
the  sea  .ranges  as  high  as  85°.  It  is  this  change,  both 
as  regards  the  increase  of  heat  and  difierence  between 
the  sea  and  atmosphere,  which  has  given  rise  to  a  belief 
that  Callao  at  no  distant  date  will  be  visited  by  another 
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r!irtli(|ii:ik('.  <)ii(!  siiTji  tliMf  (•.•imc  uikKm'  t>iir  own 
iiuti('«>  was,  wlioii!  we  lay  al  aiu'lior  in  tin;  hay  ccni- 
tiimally  wore  ct)min^  up  from  llie  bottom  lar^'c  l)ul)l)lc's 
of  ^Mscous  matter,  wlsicli  hurst  on  arriving  at  tlie  sur- 
face, seatlering  and  sj)rea(ling  all  round  a  dark  eartliy 
mixture, and  imprefiuatini^  the  water  most  unph-asantiy. 
Tiiis  I  attribute  to  voleanie  action  i;oin<5  on  Ih'Iow. 

On  March  7  tliere  wan  a  (hmcc;  on  hoard  the  'Chan- 
ticleer;' an<l  on  tlie  11th,  the  day  of  our  departure,  a 
limcheou  i)arty  (»("  al)out  twenty  ladii-s  and  jfentU*mcn 
terminatt'il  iik«'wise.  The  same  day  we  Ijad  tlie  mis- 
fortune to  lose  one  who,  havinu^  come  out  from  hlmiland 
with  us,  ha<l,  by  his  amiable  disposition  and  slcrlinin 
wortli  of  nature,  endeared  himself  tt)  all  ;  but  fon-ed  to 
return  to  his  native  country  in  a  few  months,  he  t(»ok 
advantage  to  join  the  'Chanticleer,'  which  ship  would 
shortly  proceed  home.  The  last  day  at  Callao  will 
always  be  remembered  with  regret  as  the  day  on  which 
we  said  good-bye  to  Axel  I'roet,  of  the  Norwegian 
Navy.  Payfa  was  reached  without  incident  on  the  Kilh, 
and  the  mail  yteamer  came  in  the  sanu;  day.  We  had 
heard  at  Calhio  thai  Payla  had  been  subjected  to  an 
almost  unprecedented  downfall  of  rain,  flooding  the 
whole  place,  rendering  the  houses  untenable,  and 
obliging  the  inhabitants  to  navigate  the  strt'i^ts  in  canoes, 
so  W(!re  somewhat  curious  to  see  the  ])resent  elR'cts. 
W(!  ourselves  had  experienced  heavy  showers  nearly 
the  whole  way  from  Callao,  but  when  within  forty 
miles  of  Payla,  it  became  fpiite  line  and  continued  so. 
As  we  had  only  )>ut  into  I'ayta  to  catch  the  mail,  and 
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would  s:iil  the  same  cvoiiinji,  Jill  wlio  could  luudc  tlu'ir 
way  oil  slioiv  to  insjuH't  the  town  after  such  an  un- 
l(jokod-lor  visitation.  Tlie  rain  lu'^^an  on  Fei)ruary  25, 
and  continued  witliout  intermission  until  March  8,  by 
which  time  jdl  parts  were  thnxhsd,  and  tlic  story  (jf 
canoes  was  no  I'ahle.  We  arrived  more  tlian  a  week 
afterwards,  and  even  then  water  was  running  tlirouj^h 
drains,  wliicli  were  constantly  beinj^;  emj>tied.  The 
liriiicipal  was  about  six  feet  wide  and  three  deep, 
besides  in  all  tiie  other  streets  smaller  ones  of  about 
three  feet  by  two.  The  doors  of  all  the  houses  were 
blo(;kad"d  up  by  boards  two  feet  high,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  planks  on  the  footpatlis.  On  iiupiiring 
from  some  of  the  old  inhabitants  the  interval  of  lime 
between  did'erent  rains,  we  heard  that  they  remembered 
rain  in  182S  and  again  in  lS4o.  There  was  some  slight 
dillerence  of  opinion,  but  all  said  it  was  twenty-live 
years  since  they  had  had  any  rain.  Ueing,  therefore, 
almost  as  great  a  stranger  to  them  as  ice  would  be, 
houses  are  built  with  a  total  disregard  to  a  contingency 
of  this  sort,  and  composed  chielly  of  bamboo  and  mud. 
Tlu'  latter  condiment  not  being  able  to  withstand  the 
stt-ady  downj)our,  houses  soon  became  untenable,  while 
dwcUings  of  less  primitive  descrij)tion  suflercd  con- 
siderable damage  in  roof  and  ceiling.  TheChira  river, 
of  alligator  fame,  overflowed,  causing  great  damage  to 
stock  and  land,  also  apparently  to  the  alligators,  for 
we  ob-^erved  several  bodies  that  had  been  washed  uj) 
o:i  the  beaeh  by  the  floods,  though  the  river  is  fifteen 
miles  ofl'.      In  the   one  slu.rt  s|)ace  of  I(H>  yards  we 
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noticed   four;  hut    time   did    not   jdlow   u.s    to    make 
further  ohservjition,  IniviufT  to  return  on  hoard. 

'I'iie  niiiil  ])rouglit  no  news  of  importance.  All 
doubt  about  the  Kussian  question  seems  to  be  at  an 
end,  thougli  the  result  of  tlie  conference  is  not  known. 
The  telegrai)li  informs  us  tliat  peace  l)ctwcen  France 
and  Prussia  is  a,  certainty.  There  l)eing  nothing  tliere- 
fore  to  [n'event  our  i)roceeding  on  our  journey,  tlial- 
same  evening  we  got  tlic  anchor  up,  and  started  for  the 
Sandwich  Islands  in  the  Far  West. 

So  we  bring  to  a  close  our  first  visit  to  the  South 
American  Continent;  and  though  it  cannot  with  truth 
be  said,  that  in  some  ways  disap|)ointment  did  not  come 
upon  us,  yet,  on  the  whole,  ])leasure  largely  predomi 
nated,  as  where  will  it  not  when  all  is  novel,  and  their 
ways  not  our  ways.  For  under  those  conditions,  in 
the  ai)parently  most  uninteresting  spot  on  this  earth 
there  really  exists  a  mine  of  interest ;  and,  if  in  de- 
.scribing  these  places,  we  have  been  led  in  some 
instances  to  give  too  gaudy  a  colouring,  or  incline 
to  prolixity,  let  the  excuse  be  in  those  most  a|)pro 
]>riate  words  of  Old  JUnton  :  '  For  l.e  took  great  con- 
tent, exceeding  delight  in  tiiat  his  vo5'age.  As  who 
doth  not  that  shall  attempt  the  like  ?  For  peregrination 
charms  the  sense  with  such  unspeakable  and  sweet 
variety,  that  some  count  him  unha})py  that  never 
travelled,  a  kind  of  prisoner,  and  pity  his  cjise  that 
from  his  cradle  to  his  old  age  he  beholds  the  same 
still ;  still,  .still,  the  same,  the  same ! ' 
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PAHSAOE  FUOM  PAYIA  Hi  TIIK  HANDWICII  IHI.ANDS— AMISEMKNTS  OIT 
lt(»AKI) — AlllCIVK  AT  IHiNdMl.r  MAVS  KK<»M  FKA  NCK-- liKSCKll'TION 
OK  Ht)N(tI,ri.U  AND  TIIK  N  A  I  l\  KS  — l.VSTI  H  I  loNS  .\NI>  LAWS— III  Kl  U 
OUKilN  AN1>  aoVKKNMKNT — CII  AKAOTKIIISTK;  I.OYAMY — Til  K  I'AM  — 
TIIKATUICAI.  PHItKOKM  ANCK  ON  SIIOltR — VISIT  OK  OCKKN  KMMA  T<» 
TIIK  Sllll'-  II|;K  AMIAIIILITY  AND  I'Oia'I.AUITY— I,I;A VK  HAWAII  AM) 
(iO  OVKK  TO  MAUI — A  TUIP  I'l'  TIIK  MOTNTAIN — UOSIMTAI-ITV  OK 
lAI'TAIN  MC  KKK — VISIT  TIIK  GUAND  CRATKK  OF  IIAI.KOKLA — 8TAKT 
FOR  »AN    FUANCISCO. 


TllK  joiiniiil  of  a  sliij)'s  commission  on  tliu  racific 
station  would  certainly  bo  incomplete  witliout  some 
record  of  tlie  soa  cruises  wliich  claim  such  a  lar</e 
portion  of  time,  especially  in  an  iron-clad,  in  whose 
constiiietion  spi'ed  under  sail  was  n(»t  a  serious  con- 
sideration. And  yet  these  jcmrneys,  tliouj^di  of  <;reat 
extent,  present  sucli  a  slight  dcLMve  of  variety,  tliat 
one  account  might  almost  do  for  all.  ])ay  after  day 
passes  on,  and  is  a  counter[)art  of  the  preceding  ;  every- 
thing remains  tlic  same; ;'  nothing  to  he  seen  l)Ut  a  vast 
ex|)anse  of  water,  shut  •)ut  from  the  world  l)y  a  not- 
to-be-realisi'd  gulf,  measured  by  thousands  of  miles. 
Therefore,  though  the  voyage  to  Honolulu  is  in  dis- 
tance about  four  thousand  eight  hundred  miles  from 
Payta,  and  took  us  forty-one  days  to  accomjilish,  a 
brief  review  of  tlie  piincipal  features  will  suftice  for 
the  comiection  of  our  story. 

lu)r  a  little  more  than  a  foitnight  we  proceeded  to 
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the  westward,  n  sliort  distiinoo  .south  of  the  i'<|UJitor, 
visited  by  jx-rpctual  sIiowci'm  ot'  niiii,  and  l\oi'i»in<i  tiiu 
Houlli-cast  tradr  wind,  with  occasional  intcrniplioii.s  of 
r('<jfidarity.  Coiimu'iicint;  a^niiii  our  cvcnin^i;  ainusc- 
ments,  wo  wcro  iiiucli   instructed  hy  a  lecture  froiu 

Mr.   T ,    on   'IVtrpcdoos,  exphiinin^'    the   dillcreiit 

descrijitions,  antl  liow  they  are  exploded  by  electricity. 
An  illustration  to  lire  one  of  our  <j;uns  by  electricity 
was  attcniplcd,  but  waitinjjf  a  few  niouients  in  suspense, 
the  fuze — one  of  I'rofes.sor  Abel's — was  found,  owin«( 
to  haviu}^  been  on  board  the  shi[)  a  loni^  time,  to  have 
lost  its  ])roi)erties,  and  was  abh;  to  sustain  the  shock 
without  ellei't.  Tiu;  next  lecture  was(»n  the  War  from 
Sedan  up  to  the  present  time*,  wliich  was  placed  before 
the  audience  with  clearness  by  the  Admiral  ;  it  especi- 
ally lindiiig  favour  with  our  worthy  chaplain  of  Tt'utouic 
exii'actioii,  who  proposed  the  vote  of  thanks;  but  in 
the  discussion  that  followed  appi'ared  a  g(Mieral  dis- 
iiiclinati(Mi  to  believe  in  the  angelic  nature  of  Jjismaick 
or  his  countrymen. 

On  April  2  we  bore  up  for  the  equator,  and  during 
the  next  wi-ek  expi'rienced  most  uni»leasanl  weather, 
nothing  but  rain  and  calms,  in  fai;t,  the  doldrums, 
which  we  arrived  at  sooni'r  lh:m  antici|)ated.  Previous 
exjuaience  tells  you  that  the;  south-east  trade  will  <'arry 
you  across  the  line  to  3°  north,  when  come  the  calms. 
We  found  them  in  1°  south,  and  had  four  davs'  steani- 
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when  in  latitude  2°  hO'  north,  whilst  uinh-r  st*'am  and 
sail,  witli  liiiht  south-west  wind,  a  tremendous  shower 
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of  rain  cninc  upon  us,  in  the  uiiddlo  orwiiicli  tlio  wirul 
iiicrcasfd  iiiid  (|uickly  drew  t(»  the  nurtliwsird,  i>l)li},'in<.; 
us  lo  tnck.  It  tlicii  shifU'd  lo  nortli-east  and  decreased. 
'I'liis  is  tlu!  usual  manner  that  you  j^o  IVoin  one  trade 
into  another,  and  our  losing  the  south-east  so  soon  will 
probahly  account  for  linding  the  north-cast  at  a  lower 
latitude.  The  weather  was  most  oppressive,  for  the 
rain  neeessitited  the  coveri  ^  in  of  everythiii",'  to  the 
exi'hisiou  of  the  sH;_dit  air  h  just  makes  it  bearable. 

This  contiiMied  till  the  I  i  ,.,  »vhen  (ine  weather  set  in, 
and  the  trade  «,'ave  indications  of  increasinj^'  .stren<^'th. 
so  that  a  month  after  leavini;  Fayta  we  were  within 
two  thousand  miles  of  Honolulu.  On  Ai)ril  1!>  we 
made  a  day's  run  of  171  miles,  and  on  the  -Jlst  175 
miles :  this,  to  us,  is  uiuisual. 

A  lecture  on  the  lo.ss  of  the  '  Cai)fain,'   from  ]\Ir. 

C ,  proved   imerestin*,'  in  its  practical  nature;  for 

an  excelK'nt  model  of  that  ship  had  been  constructed, 
and  one  of  those  receptacles  of  water  sup})lied  as  a 
l)ath  was  called  into  recpiisilion  to  test  the  stability. 
Unfortunately,  in  the  laudable  de.sire  not  to  err  on  the 
side  of  danj^er,  she  was  made  tt)o  .safe,  and  wouM  not 
capsize  ;  but  the  conditions  which  brought  about  the 
sad  incident  were  most  clearly  exj)lained.  The  more 
we  think  over  that  frightful  catastroj)lie,  the  horrors 
of  which  we  can  only  hope  were  but  of  a  few  moments' 
dnnition,  then  imperfect  though  such  a  realisation  and 
[)icture  must  bo  for  the  mind  to  conceive,  so  much  the 
more  are  we  im|)ressed  that  as  far  as  human  power  and 
skill  can  avail,  such  an  I'vent  under  those  circiunstances 
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must  !icvrr  occur  n,i;aiii.  On  tin;  2lili,  uitlf  I  hy  ii 
tavouniMt!  I)r('t'/.t',  tlio  day's  run  showed  IS  J  luiN's,  the 
most  wo  IiMvc  yot  mudo  under  sail ;  aii<l,  ivtaiuiiiLr  tin; 
winil,  anclioied,  ou  April  2(»,  (»ir  Honolulu.  Tliisdid  not 
tiiko  pliico  till  8  P.M.,  so  it  was  tho  I'ollowiiig  day  before 
wo  roctMvod  the  mail  ha;.,',  which  a  long  absence  from 
land  liad  rendered  bulky.  Then  wo  found  that  the 
rapidity  with  which  im[K)rtanl  I'venls  have  MUCceode<l 
each  other  during  the  jKist  niiu;  months  had  not  de- 
creased ;  for  though  anticij)ating  conlirniMtion  of  peace, 
the  terms  under  which  il  is  <-onchided — not  .severer, 
however,  than  tho  rest  of  llie  world  aniicipaled — iniisl, 
in  a  nation  like  tho  French,  foster  such  a  bitU-r  feeling 
of  mortillcation  and  hatred  as  to  render  certain  the 
renewal  t)f  the  struggle  the  moment  they  feel  al  all 
abh'  to  cope  with  their  old  aniiigonist.  As  in  July 
1S7U,  Napoleon  111.  felt  powerless  to  avi-rl  or  resist 
the  shout  for  war  which  echoed  throughout  France, 
so  also  will  that  man,  whoever  ho  may  be,  who  shall 
be  at  the  head  of  the  nation  when,  alter  an  inti-rval  of 
lime,  reorganisation  shall  have  taken  away  the  distrust 
of  success,  but  left  the  desire  for  vengeance.  Knowing 
the  fiK'US  of  revolution  that  I'aris  has  always  been,  and 
the  fearful  spirits  nurtured  then',  it  was  not  dillicult 
to  foresee  that  the  first  op[)ortunity  would  be  sei/e«l 
by  the  extreme  and  restless  faction,  that  will  sto[)  at 
n«)thing  to  atUiin  their  own  ends,  and  who  have  now 
taken  upon  them.solves  to  plunge  the  c«nmtry  into 
civil  war,  commencing  oju-rations  by  shooting  two 
unfortunate  generals,  who  had  fallen  under  their  dis 
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plriiMiirr.  IJoviviiij^  llii'  «iM  nninc  nf*  T,a  Cotiiiiiiirii'. 
lliry  think  to  iiiiposi'  on  tlicii-  (-(inntrynicn  l>y  lolly 
axinnis,  iuhIci'  ttovcr  of  wliuli  flu-y  connniL  llic  ImMcst 
riiini'.H.  Su«'li  11  I'iinMc  cnnnot  liopt'  for  xik'ih'mm.  Il«'ir 
w*'  lii'ind  of  ilif  Wii^liiimton  Tiviily  lo  cnfiniri-  into 
u  niuiMicr  lor  s(>ltrni<4  llic  Al:il>an>:i  clainis  and  otlirr 
(|n('s(ions.  'riionnii  <oni|>o><('<l  of  tlic  most  able  nu-n, 
it  is  (lillimit  to  src  how  any  cunrlusion  can  Itc  airiviMJ 
at  <"onsi(l('rin;^'  the  tiianM-tiirally  ojjpo.sil^'  view  wliirli 
t'ach  conntry  tak«'s  of  the  Ala'  ;nna  (|iU'stioii  alone,  luM 
with  j^'icat  pc'iliiiiirily  now  for  nunc  yt'ars.  Hnt  as  in- 
volving' tlu'  (pn'slion  of  scltlcnicnt  l>y  arhil ration,  it  is 
u  «^M'('at  ailvancc ;  and  if  tiu'si;  conlliclinj^'  matters  can 
he  settled  williDnl  rc<i'dinn;  one  inch  IVoin  the  position 
we  have  t;d\en  up,  or  in  any  other  way  wiaindin^j;  llie 
national  pride,  wonders  will  iiave  lucii  accomplished. 
We  await  the  end  Avith  cnriosity.  We  ancliored  ahont 
«)ne  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town  ;  the  view  of  which 
and  the  siirronndinL'  conntry  from  the  sea  is  very 
pretty,  for  eveiythin^  was  greiMi,  and  thonjili  hy  the 
hills  there  are  evidences  of  voicanii'  inlhience,  it  appears 
to  have  taitlived  the  disease,  and  eartiajnakes  are  almost 
nnknown.  The  hay  is  heset  with  reefs,  and  tlion;^'h 
tliere  is  a  )>assa_L,'e  to  an  inner  harhonr,  it  is  only 
practicahio  for  vessels  nnder  twenty  feet  dranifht. 
Therefore  we  liad  to  lay  ontside,  whcK*  the  swell  sets 
in,  causing  considerahle  nmlion  :  donl)ly  nn[»leasant 
uhen  at  ancln^r,  heinjj;  not  harL'iiin«'d  for.  We  have 
our  lill  at  sea.  The  snrf  hreaks  in  a  >nc«-es.sioii  of 
long    roUer.s    along    the    reel"^    oji    each    >ide    of    the 
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tlioy  Kubslst  even  now  to  a  prcat  extent  on  the  root  of 
the  *  'I'aro,'  baked,  j)oundetl,  and  mixed  with  water, 
then  allowed  to  ferment.  Tiiis  preparation  is  called 
*roi,'  and  has  very  nouri?shing  qualities.  They  area 
line  raee  of  men,  vastly  superior  physically  to  the 
various  South  American  races  we  have  hitherto  met  in 
the  small  republics,  and  ajjpear  to  liave  a  high  sense  of 
their  moral  t)bligations,  for  crime  is  an  exeei)tion,  not 
the  rule,  and  the  little  conununity  is  governed  by  an 
excellent  code  of  laws,  many  of  whose  provisions  we 
might  copy  without  disadvantage.  Their  })unislnnents 
are  severe ;  but  you  do  not  there  often  see  an  olVeniKr 
have  at  conviction  several  previous  charges  proved 
against  him,  or  in  prison  twice  for  the  same  ofVencc. 
IS'o  doubt  the  system  of  government  pursued  has  a 
tendency  to  elevate  the  minds  of  a  race  like  this, 
whereas  in  the  South  American  republics  there  is 
nothing  to  help  any  good  instincts  that  may  be  latent. 
Jiut  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  there  has  alwavs  been  a 
strong  feeling  of  loyalty  towards  the  sovereign,  and  it 
is  to  this  feeling — for  I  would  i)la('e  l«>yalty  next  to 
religion  as  an  elevator  of  nature — aided  by  jiersonal 
attachment,  that  has  given  them  so  many  charac- 
teristics we  should  not  expect  to  lind  in  a  once  savage 
race.  The  present  sovereign  is  Kamehameha  V.'  lie 
was  away,  however,  on  another  island  looking  after 
one  of  his  estates,  for  lie  is  a  great  grower  of  sugsu-, 
and  has  less  of  kingly  attributes  than  former  ones; 
but  the  Queen  iJowagcr  Enmia,  who  is  much  beloved, 
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and  exerts  by  lite  ami  cliaraclor  a  most  lu'iielirial  iii- 
llucnce  ii|)<»n  the  natives,  vas  at  Honolulu,  and  j^'ave  to 
all  who  called  on  her  a  kiiMlly  welcome.  [She  has  a 
nice  hoi::"  in  tlio  ci>uiiLry,  also  one  called  the  '  Tahice,' 
with  pretty  gardens  attached,  in  Honolulu,  where  her 
band,  consistin<i;  of  about  forty  boys,  fjenerally  plays  in 
the  evening,  and  play  exceedingly  well.  The  native 
women  have  not  much  j)retension  to  beauty;  their 
figures  generally  are  fme,  though  inclined  to  cnthon- 
fiolnf.  They  ride  remarkably  well,  sitting  the  horse 
in  tlu!  same  maimer  as  a  man,  for  which  they  wear  a 
loose  sort  t)f  skirt,  tied  round  the  waist  and  coming 
(U>wn  on  both  sides,  whilst  for  head  gear  a  wreath  of 
flowei-s  often  gives  the  tout  ensrniUe  a  very  pic- 
tures(|ue  appearance.  Their  ordinary  dress  is  best 
described  as  a  very  long  species  of  night-gown,  gene- 
rally of  a  bright  colour,  hanging  loosely  about  the 
person,  more  adapted  appar<}ntly  for  comfort  than 
elegance.  IJ»)th  men  and  women  are  of  cheeif'ul  dis- 
position, always  anxious  to  oblige  and  render  any 
little  civility  in  their  power.  We  allowed  our  men  to 
go  on  shore,  and  they  were  very  well  treated,  anuising 
themsi'lves  chiefly  in  riding  helter-skelter  all  over  the 
country,  for  nt)thing  "Jack'  delights  so  much  in  as 
getting  outside  a  horse,  and,  though  not  renowned  for 
grace  in  tlmt  accomplishment,  has  at  least  the  faculty 
of  being  able  to  stick  on  under  the  most  adverse 
cir-umstimces. 

The  road  inland  from  the  town  leads  across  a  low 
part  of  the  mountain  range,  forminii  the  backbone  of 
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llio  island.  Tliu  view  from  the  simnuil,  looking'  down 
to  the  noilh-cnst,  is  vciy  grand,  and,  as  you  tlion  first 
moot  the  force  of  the  trade  wind,  most  refresliing. 
This  part  is  called  tlie  '  Pah.'  After  crossing  over  the 
top  the  road  descends  very  abruptly,  as  the  ^nountaiii 
range  is  precipitous  on  tlie  east  side.  You  wind  down 
a  stony  road — but  the  liorses  are  sure-footed — and  at 
the  ])otton)  come  upon  an  extensive  phiin,  wliere 
grows  the  sugar-cane  in  various  i)lantations.  A  party 
of  us  took  a  ride  out  one  morning,  liaving  been 
invited  by  the;  owner  of  a  largi;  plantation  to  inspect 
his  sugar-mills.  We  took  guns,  for  wild  duck  can  be 
ol)tained  here  in  great  quantities  at  a  certain  seasttn 
of  the  year;  but,  as  usual,  this  was  the  wrong  time, 
and  the  few  we  saw  were  too  wild  to  be  a|)proa(hed. 
After  dinner  we  liad  a  pleasant  moonlight  ride  bark, 
though  it  was  late  before  we  got  in,  for  the  steep 
ascent  of  the  Pali  had  somewhat  taxed  the  endurance 
t)f  even  these  stout  little  liorses,  and  necessitated  a 
slow  rate  of  speed. 

Honolulu,  though  small,  is  clean,  and  well  stock(.'d 
with  all  the  necessaries  of  life.  A  brisk  trade  is  car- 
ried on,  jnincipnlly  with  sugar  to  America;  and  there 
are  merchants  from  all  countries,  although  Americans 
predominate,  and  hold  most  of  the  chief  appointments 
under  the  king.  There  are  a  great  many  Protestant 
and  lioman  Catholic  churches  and  schools,  which  may 
be  attributed  to  the  ell'orts  of  missionaries  who  ilov-ketl 
here  at  one  time,  iMark  Twain  says,  speaking  of 
lIoiK»lulu :    'It*    you    get    into   conversation    with    a 
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straii;/(M'  ill  Ifonolulii,  and  cxihmu'IU'i'  lliat  natural  ilo- 
siro  to  know  what  Hort  of"  ground  you  are  tivadinj^  on 
by  (inding  out  what  manner  of  man  your  stranger  is, 
strike  out  boUUy  and  address  Iiini  as  "Captain."  Watch 
him  narrowly,  and  if  you  sec  by  his  eountenanee  that 
you  are  on  tlic  wrong  taek,  ask  iiim  where  he  preaches. 
It  is  a  .safe  bet  tliat  lie  is  either  a  missionary  or  captain 
of  Ji  whaler.  I  became  j)ersonally  acquainted  with 
seventy-two  captains  and  niiiety-si.\  missionaries.  The 
captains  and  ministers  form  one  half  of  the  j)opula- 
tion  ;  ihe  third  fourth  is  composcdof  common  Kanakas, 
mercantile  fori'igners  ami  their  families;  while  the  final 
fourth  is  made  up  of  high  ollicers  of  liie  Hawaiian 
Government,  And  there  are  just  about  cats  enough 
for  thre(!  apiece  all  rouml.' 

Tlu're  is,  pi'rhaj)s,  a  little  exaggeration  in  this  sketch 
.  by  the  humorous  traveller,  but  it  exj)resses  in  the  main 
pretty  accurately  the  place  as  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 
Now  increased  commuiru;ation  with  America,  and  de- 
velopnii'iit  of  its  resources,  has  added  other  ingredients 
to  the  [lopnlatioii.  Tiie  introduction  of  a  theatre  and 
concert-room  also  shows  the  progress  civilisation  has 
made.  Our  ollicers'  AmaU'ur  Dramatic  Com|)any, 
having  carefully  prepared  some  piec«'S  whilst  on  the 
passage  IVoin  I'ayta,  debarred  by  the  rolling  of  the 
ship  from  having  a  iHii'ormani'e  on  board,  determined 
to  give  an  enti-rlainnicnl  on  shore  in  aid  of  those 
unfoitunatt  ly  Icll  widows  or  orphans  by  the  late  war 
between  France  and  rierni:iny.  Acc(»rdingly,  the  tlM'atrc 
was   visited,   also    t!i«'    coiicirt-rooin.   called    hnnimi's 
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lliill,  after  a  cclchrati'il  physicinii  of  iliat  immo,  wlio  at 
oiu*  tiiiu' |)rartis(><l  ifi  this  town  till  |KM'iniiary  Miirionltios 
was  the  cause  of  his  exteiidiii}^  his  travels,  and  takin^^ 
those  talents  to  a  more  a|)i)reeiative  country,  leaviu}^ 
this  hall  which  lie  built  in  the  hands  of  an  agent.  The 
tiu^atre  being  used  ])ut  seldom,  or  whenever  a  company 
came  across  from  San  Francisco,  was  found  to  be, 
though  a  pretty  little  liouse,  somewhat  dingy;  whilst 
the  hall — besides  being  j)referreil  by  Queen  Emma, 
wlio  had  consented  to  patronise  the  performance — 
having  a  good  stage,  also  possessed  all  other  require- 
ments in  a  greater  degree,  so  was  accordingly  chosen, 
and  May  3  fixed  for  the  performance.  FAery  assistance 
was  rendered  in  the  most  generous  way  l)y  people  on 
shore,  in  lending  ap[)liances,  and  by  Mr.  Thrum,  the 
librarian,  in  disjutsing  of  tickets,  so  that  wlu'ii  ihe 
evening  arrived  the  hall  was  crowded,  and  many  had 
to  be  turned  away  for  want  of  space.  The  following 
extract  from  the  'Hawaiian  Gazette 'of  May  10  is  u 
good  description  of  the  })erformance.  'The  dramatic 
entertaimnent  given  by  tlie  odicers  of  the  "Zealous," 
on  VWHlnesday  evening  last,  in  aid  of  the  relief  fund 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  late  war,  was  a 
juM'fect  success  in  every  respect.  Tiie  hall  was  crowded 
long  before  llu;  hour  arrived  for  the  curtain  to  rise. 
The  entertainment  being  under  the  i)atronage  ofCJuccn 
Knnna,  the  performance  did  not  connnence  until  her 
arrival,  lli-r  Majesty  entered  the  hall  at  eight  o'clock, 
and  was  escorted  to  her  si-at  by  Admiral  Farcjuhar, 
tlu'  au«lience  ri.sing,  an«l  tlu*  l)and  [»laying  the  national 
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air.  rrcvious  to  tin*  curtsiiii  riMiiijjf,  tlio  innnaj^er,  L'uMit. 
Wilinot,  appwircd  bcloro  tlu'  curtain  and  dt'liviTt'd  tlio 
lolI«)win«i  prologuo,  of  wliich  lie  i.s  liinisi'lT  tlio  autlior: 

*  If  for  our  thoiiglita  thoro  could  l»ut  Hpcecli  bo  found, 
Ami  all  tliJit  HjH'ech  be  uttcrt'fl  in  ono  Houml, 
So  that  80/HC  power  above  us  wotild  afford 
Tlio  moans  to  nmk«'  a  lanpiiago  of  a  word, 
It  should  bo  Wolcome :  in  that  only  voice 
We  grc«t  you  all,  and  at  tliiH  vision  nuich  rejoioe. 
To  see  so  many  friends  all  moved  with  pity 
For  war's  sjul  victims,  in  this  (iiir  city  ; 
The  oiphan,  widow,  and  peasjuit  bereft 
Of  all  that  makes  life  valued  ;  alas  !  what's  led, 
Save  mourning  faces  and  fields  laid  waste, 
The  liitttT  fruit  of  war  ln-gim  in  haste  7 
So  we've  invoked  your  aid  and  ludping  hand 
To  send  relief  unto  that  Bufli-ring  land ; 
Ami  not  in  vain,  as  show  thcso  crowded  ranks. 
For  which  we  express  our  dfopfclt,  gi'ateful  thanks. 
But  before  presenting  our  little  troupe  to  you, 
Doubtless  some  few  Words  are  justly  duo. 
Five  thoiisiuid  miles  we've  come  'tis  true. 
To  m.>o  the  far  fanidl  town  of  Honolulu; 
Some  little  training  on  the  way  we've  ha<l. 
And  if  not  good,  we  hope  not  allogether  bad. 
Of  you  then,  mighty  critics,  as!seml)]eil  here, 
Wv  ask  an  indulgent  eye  and  ear; 
We  try  to  please, — oh  take  it  not  amis.s — 
And  if  you  cannot  eheer,  pray  do  not  hiss. 
I.augh  if  you  can  :  if  you  cannot  laugh  why  weep; 
When  you  can  keep  awake  no  longer,  fiill  aslee]).' 

'  Tluq)rolo<4iic  elicited  mnnerous  llatterinj,'  coinnienl.s. 
Tlu:  a|>i)eai'ant'c  ol'  the  neat  little  sla^/c,  as  well  a.s  the 
style  <»!'  the  jjieees  jn'i'scnti'd,  reniindrd  many  present- 
ol'  tlie  old  Thespian  Cliil)  of  Cornier  yi'ais.  TIk;  o|)en- 
iiio;  piet'i'  was  tin- «'a|)ilMl  farce  of  "  1{(m»I>  at   the  Swan," 
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aiul  WMH  IoIIowcmI  by  nil  irilcrvjil,  durin*^  wliirh  Mr. 
Oinmarincy  snn^  u  comic  son*.?  in  cliuruclcr,  wliicli  re- 
ceived ii  decided  encore.  A  |)<ii'tioii  of  the  band  ol  the 
"Zt'idous"  j)hiyed  durin;^'  the  iiiteniii.sMioii,  mid  j)er- 
fonned  some  dehj^ditful  music.  The  comic  farce  of 
"  8h»sher  and  Crasher  "  conchided  one  of  the  best  enter- 
taiinnents  that  has  been  «,'iven  in  this  city  for  sonie 
tim(^  The  nctinj^'  tlu'ouj^hout  was  really  exci-llcnt,  and 
each  cliaracter  was  performed  in  a  maimer  tliat  would 
have  rellected  credit  uj)on  regular  professionals.  The 
make-up  of  the  "lady  "  members  of  the  company  was 
HpleiKJid,  and  each  of  them  acted  their  parts  to  j)erfec- 
tion,  particulai.y  "Miss  Allen,"  who  appeared  in  both 
pie<'es,  and  made  (juite  n  charmiiiL'  and  |Lj;ood- looking 
young  lady — rather  healthy,  perhaps.  Mr.  Corbet,  as 
*»  Jacob  "("  Hoot  soft  he  iSwan"),  Mr.  Haring,  as  "Captain 
Friskly,"  M r.  ( )inmanney,as  "  rippiii,"  ami  "  Miss  Allen," 
as  "Sally,"  accpiitled  themselves  admirably  in  the  first 
piece.  Mr.  Ihimfield,  as  "Mr.  IJlowhartI,"  in  the  second, 
exhibited  niie  cpialities  as  a  comedian,  while  Lit'utenant 
Wilmot  and  Mr.  Corbet,  as  "  Slasher"  and  "  Crasher," 
ke|)t  the  audience  in  continual  good  humour  through 
out  the  j)iece.  From  the  fact  that  the  comi)any  had 
not  given  a  performance  since  leaving  Valparaiso,  it 
was  a  matter  of  agreeable  surprise  that  they  were  able 
to  acquit  themselves  with  such  perfection,  especially 
before  so  many  ladies.  The  generous  eflbrts  of  the 
olUcers  in  aid  of  tlu'  eause  tor  which  the  entertainment 
was  given  will  long  be  rememlM.-red  as  a  pleasant  re- 
miniscence of  their  liisl  visit  to  Jloiiohilu.    It  was  their 


lii 


I 


t'li.  IX. 


UONOLULV 


Itfl 


y 


ir 


iiitt'Mlioii  to  Iiavc!  i^'ivcii  imotlier  pcrformiincr  tor  iho 
lu'iujlil,  of  a  Io(;al  rimiity,  l)iit  tlic  .sluntiioss  of  tlieii"  sUiy 
provoiitcd  tlicm  from  doiii;^  so.' 

Aft(?i'  payinij;  all  cxpciisoM,  tho  sum  of  2S/.  was  trans- 
mitted in  equ;il  portioiiM  to  two  funds  in  En«j;land  Iiav- 
'\\\^  for  their  ohjeet  the  purpose  of  this  entertainment ; 
and  considerinf?  the  size  of  the  liall,  wliich  can  oidy 
nccommcKhite  about  180  peo|)le,  it  was  looked  upon  as 
a  result  exceeding  the  juitieipjitions  of  the  most  san- 
guine, (iuecn  l^nma,  accompanied  by  a  numerous 
suite,  cnme  on  board  the  next  day  to  lunch  with  the 
Admiral,  and  as  tin;  ship  occasionally  rolled  eonsith-r- 
ably,  we  had  |)rei)ared  a  state  chair  out  of  a  cask  cut 
into  shape,  and  covered  wilh  red  baiz(»,  which  was 
slunjjf  to  a  whip  all  ready  to  hoist  out  her  Ma j*  sly.  U 
really  lookecl  quite  royal,  and  we  were  not  a  littK* 
proud  of  our  performance,  therefore  felt  slij^htly  disap- 
pointed that  a  few  stetuly  moments  enal)led  the  party 
to  sLscend  tlu»  laddiM*  without  its  assistance.  Ihil  on 
<^'oin{^  away  she  expres.sed  a  wish  to  go  out  in  the 
'tub,'  as  she  called  it,  so  was  accordin<,dy  hoisted  out 
wilh  great  eclat.  She  seemed  much  |)lease(l  wilh  the 
ship,  and  expressed  herself  highly  gnitilied  by  the  pre- 
vious evening's  enterlaininent.  Though  no  longer 
young,  Queen  Emma  is  still  i)retly,  dark,  with  beauti- 
ful eyes,  and  of  a  most  anuable  disposition,  .so  that 
she  is  very  pojmlar  wilh  everybody.  k?peaking  Eng- 
lish remarkably  well,  she  might  easily  W\  mistaken  for 
an  European  ;  for,  having  been  a  good  deal  in  England, 
she  has  copied  the  manners  and  style  of  dress,  and  in 
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coniplcxioij  only  shows  Iht  iiativo  ori;/iii.  'I  li»'  next 
heir  to  flic  tlirouc,  Kin«^  Kiiinclimuiiliii  luiiij/  uii- 
inamrd,  is  a  ccrlnin  Prince  Hilly,  rather  addicted  to 
conviviality,  but  withal  popular  for  possessing  many 
pood  (pnilities.  The  sovereign  has  it  in  his  own  power, 
I  helieve,  to  name  his  successor,  and  tlieri'fore  conipli- 
catioiiH  may  arise  at  liis  deatli  should  he  have  been 
induenced  i)y  bad  advisers.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many 
that  after  the  death  of  the  present  king  these  islands 
will  fall  under  the  dominion  of  America,  for  our 
inlluence  has  nearly  idl  gone  there.  Such  an  occm*- 
rence  would  be  much  to  be  regretti'd,  insomuch  that  I 
do  not  think  even  the  sii|)erior  advantages  olTered  by  a 
republic,  of  which  America  affords  such  an  example, 
could  tend  to  more  rapid  improvement  or  produce  betttT 
results  than  has  been  the  case  under  the  j)resent  system 
— a  system  of  government  which  all  nations  might  not 
be  ashamed  to  copy,  in  that  it  inculcates  the  |)recepts 
of  morality,  law,  and  order  in  a  higher  degree  than  can 
be  boasted  bv  njany  nations  civilised  by  centuries. 

It  was  with  great  regret  at  the  shortness  of  our 
stay,  and  a  hearty  wish  for  a  continuance  of  pro- 
sperity and  maintenance  of  their  present  relations,  that 
we  found  ourselves  compelled  to  bid  adieu  to  the 
charming  little  town  of  lI(»nolulu,  and  g(»t  under  weigh 
for  Maui  on  the  Gth,  another  island,  some  forty  miles 
distjuit,  which  we  intended  to  visit  before  finally  starting 
for  San  Francisco.  A  strong  head  wind,  necessitating 
the  use  of  steam,  did  not  permit  us  to  arrive  at  our 
destination  till  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Hth.     The 
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iKliiiid  of  Maui,  like  llio  wsl  of  lln'  i^roup,  is  of  \irvi\l 
altitude  ;  in  tact,  it  nii^dit  b(;  (Inscribed  as  u  niouiilaiii 
Island,  hut  dividcHl  into  inmnncniblo  peaks,  sticli  as  nre 
always  soon  whore  volcanic  influonros  havo  been  at 
work.  Tho  lower  part  is  barren  and  covered  with  tufa, 
niakinj^  it  most  unpleasant  waIkin^^  whil(!  here  and 
there  are  \ni\io  boulders  .several  feet  lii^li.  'J'here  wore 
n  threat  junuber  of  pi<^'eons  auiontj;  these  r«»<ks,  which  at 
once  became  tlu'  object  of  several  ^uns,  and  it  was  not 
until  too  late  that  we  discovered  they  had  been  im- 
ported at  son)e  expense  by  a  ^'entlenian  residing,'  there, 
who  did  not  wish  them  to  be  exterminated,  but  to  in- 
crease and  nuiltiply.  Tiiis  <.'entleman,  whost;  name  is 
McKee,  has  a  lar;ie  suj^ar  ])lantation  some  distance  uj) 
tite  mountain,  and  he  havin;j[  most  kindly  placed  his 
house  and  iiorses  at  our  disposal,  a  party  was  made  up 
to  visit  tho  great  extinct  crater  of  '  llaleokla'  (Iloust!  of 
the  Sun).  Accordingly  nearly  a  score  of  us  landed  in 
native  canoe.s,  for  the  surf  was  too  high  for  our  own 
boats.  These  canoes  are  peculiarly  constructed,  and 
admirably  adajjted  to  carry  several  p(!ople  safely,  by  a 
V(>ry  simple  contrivance,  which  consists  of  a  long  spar 
rigged  out  on  one  side,  resting  in  the  water  parallel  to 
the  canoe,  and  comiecteil  with  it  by  u  smaller  si)ar  at 
each  end.  The  ellect  is  that  on  this  side  tho  weight 
may  be  placed  without  immersing  the  canoe,  while  at 
tho  same  time  then?  is  little  loss  of  sjx'ed  or  increase 
of  weight.  It  is  astonishing  what  a  dillLrence  insta- 
bility is  thus  made  to  a  cranky  canoe. 
On  shore  a  number  of  horses  awaited  us,  so  we  pro- 
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(•coded  lip  the  moinitaiii,  and  after  a  j)leu,sant  ride,  with 
the  excepti(.)n  of  one  sliower,  reached  tlie  mansion  of 
Captain  McKee,  who  received  us  most  kindly,  supplying 
clothes  of  his  own  to  those  who  were  wet.  The  house 
consisted  of  seven  or  eight  detached  cottages  standing 
in  the  centre  of  a  large?  garden.  At  the  back  the  hill- 
side was  covered  with  sugar  plantations,  in  which 
hundreds  of  peacocks  were  preserved.  The  cultivation 
of  sugar  is  the  employment  of  this  gentleman,  which 
article  he  exports  largely.  The  climate  is  peculiarly 
favourable  to  the  growth  of  this  plant,  though  hurri- 
canes occasionally  do  great  damage.  On  this  estate  the 
cane  is  grown  ;  then  the  mills  are  at  hand  where  it  is 
made  into  sugar,  and  placed  in  barrels  for  exportation. 
I  should  mention  that  we  brought  over  from  Honolulu 
two  ladies  who  were  going  to  pay  a  visit  to  this  family, 
and  who  came  up  with  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
party.  In  addition  Captain  McKee  has  six  daughters, 
varying  in  age  fi-om  ten  to  twenty-five,  so  that  we 
sat  down  to  dimier  a  very  jovial  party.  Although  in 
the  tropicus,  the  climate  was  delicious,  so  cool  and  con- 
ducive to  energy  that  when  the  afternoon  had  been 
passed  variously— in  Hirting,  billiards,  or  riding — it  was 
felt  tliat  a  dance  was  necessary  ;  so  whilst  we  cleared 
the  drawing-room  a  messenger  was  despatched  with 
three  horses  down  to  the  ship  for  some  musical  per- 
formers. In  the  interval  of  sending  them  ashore  three 
middies,  having  landed,  observed  the  patient  steeds,  and, 
struck  with  the  coincident  number,  soon  disappeared 
up  the  hill  at  a  gallop,  though  not  without  some  ques- 
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ticjiiiiig.  on  the  i)cirt  of  the  messenger  a^  to  whether  they 
were  tlie  gents  expected,  wliich  tliere  was  no  reason 
they  might  not  be.  Accordingly,  when  three  accom- 
plished musicians  arrived,  tliey  had  to  struggle  up  the 
hill  on  foot,  and,  after  a  long  delay,  were  seen  ap- 
j)roaching,  reminding  one  forcibly  of  that  ubiquitous 
German  band  which  at  home  always  wakes  you  up  at 
six  in  the  morning  by  a  feeble  attempt  at  '  Trovatore ' 
under  your  windows  ;  consisting  generally  of  a  big  fat 
man  with  a  piccolo,  a  little  thin  man  with  a  bombardon, 
and  a  boy  with  a  cornet.  In  this  case  the  boy  suc- 
cumbed, and  had  to  be  carried  by  the  thin  man,  while 
the  fat  man  brought  up  the  rear,  all  in  an  exhausted 
condition.  However,  liquid  restored  liiem  lo  anima- 
tion, and  soon  our  miniature  ball  commenced.  We 
kept  it  up  till  nearly  two  in  the  morning,  when  nature 
compelled  us  to  retire.  As  our  party  was  large  it  was 
requisite  that  each  bed  should  contain  two.  One, 
however,  we  being  an  odd  number,  was  fortunate  in 
having  a  large  sofa  to  himself,  so  testified  his  joy  by 
smoking  the  whole  night  there,  and  was  observed 
in  exactly  the  same  })osition  when  some  of  the  party 
got  up  the  following  morning  at  4  a.m.  to  start  for  the 
crater :  however,  then  he  seized  a  just  vacated  couch, 
and  wasting  no  time  to  disrobe,  was  instantly  in  a  deep 
slumber.  Of  the  visit  to  the  crater  the  following 
account  has  been  furnished  by  one  of  the  party. : — 

'  The  crater  of  "  Ilaleokla,"  distant  about  eighteen 
miles  from  our  starting-point,  is  on  the  summit  of  a 
mountain   in   the   south-east   portion  of  Maui,  at  an 
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elevation  of  10,200  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
Horses  and  guides  having  been  provided,  v/c  started  (a 
party  of  seven  officers)  at  four  in  the  morning. 

'  After  passing  tlirough  lields  of  sugar-cane  for  about 
a  mile,  guided  by  the  struggling  light  of  the  waning 
moon,  we  left  culfivjttion  behind,  and  entered  upon  a 
virgin  soil  of  decomposed  lava,  covered  with  rank 
weeds,  shrubs,  ai>a  brualiv/ood.  Day  dawned  about  five, 
exhibiting  a  wooded  hill  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other, 
beneath  a  low  stratum  of  cloud,  which  hung  like  a 
cuitain  round  the  island,  we  looked  across  the  channel, 
with  its  white-crested  waves,  to  the  dark  shores  of 
Hawaii.  Turning  our  eyes  towards  the  moimtain, 
peak  after  peak  rose  to  a  towering  height,  and  bye-and- 
bye  the  sun  began  to  bathe  the  lofty  ridges  in  golden 
light.  As  we  advanced  the  soil  varied ;  sometimes  our 
horses  sank  to  their  fetlocks  in  pulverised  lava,  at 
other  times  they  stumbled  over  rugged  blocks.  Anon 
we  cantered  over  a  rich  soil,  with  a  thick  bottom  of 
fine  spear-grass ;  flowering  shrubs  scented  the  air,  and 
berries  of  various  kinds  hung  in  branches  fi'om  others. 
A  species  of  heath  also  abounded.  About  half-way  to 
the  summit  we  rested  on  a  spur  of  the  mountain  facing 
the  north-west,  and,  the  clouds  having  disappeared,  we 
had  a  glorious  view  of  the  distant  islands  of  '  Molokai,' 
Eanai,  and  Tachoorowa ;  on  the  slopes  of  the  moun- 
tains were  large  sugar  plantations ;  and  beyond  the  low 
neck  of  land  connecting  the  extremes  of  the  island 
rose  massive  hills,  with  richly  cultivated  sides.  The 
ship,  which  was  visible,  looked  like  a   tiny  sea-bird 
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flouting  (111  the  ocean.  Tlie  air  was  now  becoming 
keen,  and  occasionally  a  cold  mist  swept  across  tlie 
face  of  t)ie  mountain,  ^'egetation  continued  imtil 
within  two  miles  of  the  summit,  and  probably  a  thou- 
sand feet  below  it,  when  we  entered  on  a  desolate 
region  of  powdered  lava,  cinder,  and  scoria).  Before 
reaching  the  grand  crater  we  passed  three  smaller  ones, 
the  largest  about  a  mile  in  circumference  and  about 
three  hundred  feet  deep.  From  one  of  the  highest 
ridges  we  could  see  the  mountains  of  Hawaii  above 
the  densv  masses  of  clouds  clinging  to  their  sides, 
the  summits  tipped  with  snow,  and  one  giving  forth  a 
stream  of  smoke.  The  higliest,  Mauna  Kea,  is  13,953 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  an  active  volcano  of  the 
grandest  description.  The  last  eruption,  in  18C8, 
broke  out  on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and  was  most 
destructive,  being  accompanied  by  an  earthquake  and 
a  huge  wave  which  swept  with  irresistible  force  over 
the  low  coast,  overwhelming  several  villages.  During 
the  ascent  we  had  not  heard  the  chirp  of  a  bird,  nor 
seen  an  animal  of  any  description  until  near  the  sum- 
mit, when  we  suddenly  came  upon  a  flock  of  wild 
sheep,  that  scampered  away  at  our  approach.  If  deer 
were  introduced,  as  they  have  been  into  some  of  the 
other  islands,  they  would  find  abundant  pasture. 

'  I  may  here  note  a  curious  piece  of  knowledge  on 
the  part  of  one  of  the  guides,  who,  on  being  asked 
what  time  it  was,  exhibited  a  crude  idea  of  the  sun- 
dial by  drawing  a  cross  in  the  dust,,  and  placing  a 
small  stick  upright  on  what  he  conceived  to  be  the 
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meridian  line,  observed  where   the   sliadow  fell  and 
gave  the  hour  pretty  correctly.     At  9.30  we  reached 
the  cd<^'e  of  the  great  crater,  whicli  is  about  tuenty- 
one  miles  iu  circumference,  and  from  its  very  size  is 
not  striking,  being,  in  fact,  a  depressed  plain,  1,500  to 
2,000  feet  in  depth,  studded  with  small  volcanic  cones. 
The  sides  are  in  some  places  perpendicular,  but  gene- 
rally of  steep    descent.     There   is   no  record  of  this 
volcano  having  been  in  eruption,  and  the  date  must  be 
remote,  as  the  most  recent  lava  shows  signs  of  vegeta- 
tion on  its  surface.     Almost  immediately  after  gaining 
the  summit  the   mist   began   to   roll   in  tlirough   the 
hollows   of  the   I'idge  and   to   fill    the   crater.      Dis- 
mounting from  our  wearied  steeds,  we  were  glad  to 
seek  shelter  from  the  cutting  wind  under  the  lee  of  a 
semicircle   of  stones,  which   had   been   piled   up   by 
former  visitors,  where  we    unpacked  our  basket  and 
enjoyed  our  morning  repast,  none  the  less  acceptable 
for  its  frugality  ;   nor  did  we  suffer  inconvenience  from 
the  rarity  of  the  air  owing  to  the  height  of  our  posi- 
tion.    We  fell  in  with  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the 
cryptogamous    ice-plant.     Our   naturalist  describes  it 
as  of  the   class   Thallogens,    with    spreading  fronds. 
We  found  it  ^rowino;  out  from  the  fissure  of  a  rock, 
and  gathered  a  quantity  of  its  silver,  velvety  leaves, 
which  retain  their  beauty  and  gloss  after  being  pressed. 
Half  an  hour  sufficed  us  to  take  our  fill  of  the  gloomy 
scene  around  us,  and  then  we  connnenced  to  descend, 
enshrouded  in  a  thick  mist,   which  would   have  ren- 
dered our  jiath  dubious  but  for  the  presence  of  guides. 
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Occasionally  the  suii  broko  tlirougli  tlie  initft,  and  a 
sense  of  drowsiness  steulinji^  over  us,  we  took  advan- 
tage of  a  grassy  spot  to  dismount  and  let  our  horses 
crop  the  herbage,  whilst  we  resigned  ourselves  to  a 
comfortable  nap,  fanned  by  the  mountain  breeze. 

'  When  we  got  back  at  3  I'.M.  we  found  that  the 
remainder  of  the  j)arty  had  gone  down  to  the  ship, 
taking  tlie  young  ladies  of  the  house  with  them ;  and 
we  met  them  returning  on  our  way  down.  They  were 
delighted  with  their  visit  to  the  ship,  not  having  seen  a 
vessel  of  such  magnitude  before,  besides  an  op[)or- 
tunity  of  seeing  and  hea^-ing  the  eflect  of  our  big  guns, 
for  that  day  we  were  practising  with  sliot  and  shell. 
We  halted  to  say  good-bye,  when  mutual  expressions 
of  regret  passed  between  us,  for  we  felt  nothing  could 
have  exceeded  the  hospitality  and  kindness  shown  by 
Captain  and  Mrs.  McKee  and  their  charming  daughters. 
With  three  cheers  we  then  rode  down  the  hill  and 
embarked  for  the  ship.  It  was  with  a  sad  thought  of 
the  unlikelihood  of  meeting  again  that  we  saw  the 
lofty  hills  of  Maui  recede  in  the  distance  and  found 
ourselves  on  our  way  to  San  Francisco  that  evening.' 


' 


170 


(Hilt  JOURNAL   IN   THE  VACIFW 


(Ui.  X. 


OIIAPTEll  X. 


1 


1 


TIIK  PA«SA(}K  KUOM  XIIE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS  TO  CAN  FKANC18C0 — AMUSE- 
MENXS  ON  BOARD— AHKIVE  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO — EVENTS  IN  EUROPE — 
A  TRIP  TO  THE  Y0-8EMITE  YAI-LEY  AND  MARIPOSA  OROVK  OF  BIO 
iKEES — LEAVE   SAN    FRANCISCO   AND   ARRIVE   AT    VANCOUVER   ISLAND. 

The  passage  from  Maui  to  San  Francisco  was  cliarac- 
teriscd  by  a  more  than  usual  degree  of  tediousness  and 
disappointment,  even  to  us  who  ought  to  liave  been 
by  this  time  well  schooled  in  adversity.  Leaving  on 
May  9,  no  sooner  had  we  fairly  got  clear  of  tlie  land 
than  the  wind  failed  us  in  the  most  unexpected  man- 
ner, and  after  being  at  sea  four  days  had  not  made 
more  than  three  hundred  miles.  At  this  early  period 
of  the  passage  we  could  not  afford  coal,  having  but  a 
small  quantum  of  that  valuable  connnodity  on  board, 
so  this  slow  rate  continued  till  the  2()th  ;  occasionally 
a  light  breeze  coming  enabled  us  to  average  between 
forty  and  fifty  miles  a  day,  and  so  creep  towards  our 
destination.  But  on  the  20th  we  at  last  picked  up  the 
missing  trade,  and  for  a  few  days  new  life  was  instilled 
into  us.  On  the  24th,  however,  the  wind  shifted  to 
the  northward,  and  the  weather  became  very  cold. 
For  three  or  four  days  we  were  at  the  mercy  of  a  foul 
wind,  making  but  little  progress,  so  that  aftc^r  being 
twenty-three  days  at  sea  we  were  not  more  tl.an  half- 
way, though  the  worst  part  was  over,  being  now  well 
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in  north  latitude.  ]3ut  we  Imtl  yet  to  undergo  several 
days  of  unfavourable  and  changeable  ^.'cather  before 
we  picked  up  a  westerly  wind,  which  brought  us  in 
sight  of  the  Faralloiies  on  the  evening  of  June  4. 
Approaching  the  land  we  were  soon  envelojxid  in  a 
thick  fog,  and  o})liged  to  anchor  outside  till  it  cleared 
off.  It  continued  till  eleven  the  following  forenoon, 
when  the  sun  and  breeze  dispersed  the  fog,  showing  us 
to  be  just  outside  the  harbour.  Steam  was  at  once 
got  up,  and  we  went  in  through  the  Golden  Gate, 
anchoring  in  our  old  spot.  Before  this  our  salute 
echoing  thiough  the  town  gave  information  that  the 
'  Zealous '  had  arrived.  The  only  importtuiL  news 
awaiting  us  was  the  conclusion  of  the  civil  war  in 
Paris,  with  the  end  as  we  had  foreseen.  After  a  bom- 
bardment of  about  two  months  the  Government  troops 
entered  Paris,  having  to  light,  bit  by  bit  and  street  by 
street,  against  the  Communists,  who  fought  like  wild 
cats  behind  the  barricades  ;  then,  finding  there  was  no 
hope  for  them,  commenced  setting  fire  to  the  capital 
in  several  places,  causing  considerable  damage  to  the 
Tuileries,  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  other  fine  buildingx 
before  it  could  be  extinguished.  Exasperated  at  this, 
the  Government  troops  shot  down  everyone  they  met, 
even  women,  many  of  whom  had  been  discovered 
throwing  petroleum  and  other  combustible  matter  into 
the  houses.  Such  a  tragedy  has  few  parallels  in  his- 
tory. 

During  our  present  stay  at  San  Francisco,  as  thi.>-^ 
was  the  most  favourable  time  of  the  ye    ,  >.\n  o  of  the 


172 


UUli  JOURNAL   IN  Till:  PACIFIC 


Cii.  X. 


■1 


I 

I 

•i4 


iii 


Pi-s 


af 


odlcor.s  dckTiniuL'tl  to  Uikc  a  tri[)  lo  tlic  rnr-lUiuod 
Yo-St'inito  Vulloy  and  maininotli  trees  of  Cjilitbrniji, 
both  beinj^  justly  ranked  anioni^st  tlu;  wonder.s  of  the 
world;  tlie  lirst  on  account  of  its  unrivalled  scenery, 
tlie  second  on  account  of  tlieir  exceeding  in  size  any 
other  known  tree .  either  in  the  Old  or  New  World. 
Thougli  our  stay  in  port  was  limited  to  a  fortnight, 
such  an  opportunity  would  not  probably  occur  again 
in  the  connnission,  so  the  plan  was  {)ut  into  execution, 
and  the  following  account  of  the  trip  is  from  the  pen 
of  one  of  them  : — 

'My  travelling  companion  and  I,  having  fixed  on 
June  19  to  start  for  the  big  trees  and  Yo-Semite  Valley, 
collected  what  information  we  could  as  to  the  most 
eligible  route  to  and  fro,  bearing  in  mind  our  limited 
time.  There  arc  three  routes  to  the  valley,  one  vid 
Mariposa  and  the  Mariposa  grove  of  big  trees,  another 
by  Coulterville,  and  the  third  via  Copper()[)olis  and  (he 
Calaveras  grove.  After  due  consideration  we  deter- 
mined to  go  by  the  Mariposa  Valley  and  return  by 
Coulterville,  this  embracing  witli  the  greatest  ease  a 
sight  of  one  group  of  the  giant  trees. 

*  The  Yo-Semite  Valley  lies  nearly  due  east,  about 
150  miles  as  the  crow  Hies,  from  San  Francisco  (by  the 
route  230),  in  the  lap  of  the  Merced  group  of  the  great 
Sierra  Nevada  range  of  mountains ;  and  the  Merced 
river  first  becomes  a  stream  of  any  size  in  its  bosom, 
taking  its  rise  higher  up  in  the  mountains.  The  valley 
was  first  discovered  in  1851  by  Major  Savage,  United 
States  army,  when  in  pursuit  of  some  predatory  In- 
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diiins,  but  only  williiii  tlio  last  few  years  lins  it  l)L»on 
acressiblo  except  to  a  tew  liaidy  |>ioiieers.  Now  tlio 
tlilliciilties  aie  easily  ovcreoine,  and  each  year  renders 
the  faeiiities  of  travel  <fre{iter. 

'  Having  obtained  tiirongh  tiekets  at  San  Francisco, 
on  tlie  day  ap[)ointed  we  (grossed  to  Oaklands  on   tiie 
opposite  side  of  the  bay,  and  from  thence  ])rocec(lcd 
by  train  to  Lathrop,  eighty-seven  miles  on  the  Tacid*' 
line,  whence  wo  branched  olTto  Modesta,  twenty  miles 
farther  on,  where  we  got  good  accommod.'ition  in  a 
newly-built  hotel.     The  railway,  on  heaving  Oaklands, 
takes  a  south-easterly  direction  for  some  distance  along 
tlu'  btiy,  then,  turning  to  the  north-east,  passes  through  a 
!•  w  coast  range  of  wooded  hills  and  across  a  fiiics  r.v'h, 
wheat-producing  plain,  now,  however,  completely  burnt 
up  by  two  successive  years  of  drought.     Near  T.athrop 
we  crossed  the  San  Joaquin  River,  which  in  time  will 
be  utilised  to  irrigate  the  valley  which  bears  its  name. 
'  On  the   following  morning,   after   a   four   o'clock 
breakfast,  we  started  in  a  lumbering  coac.'h  drawn  by 
eight  horses,  crammed  inside  and  out.    I,  being  wedged 
in  between  two  big,  broad-shouldered  men,  was  nearly 
smothered ;    whilst    mj^  companion   having,  with  the 
British  sailor's  proverbial  gahantry,  given  up  his  outer 
seat  to  a  lady,  was  rewarded  by  her  sweetest  smiles 
and  the  perfect  conlidence  she  soon  displayed  in  resting 
her  wearied  head  on  his  shoulder  ;  of  which  service 
and  his  agreeable  conversation  she  will  ever  retain  a 
lively   and   grateful    remembrance.      Subsequently   a 
change  of  places  gave  me  the  pressure  of  a  fair  l)ut 
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bulky  form  ;  but,  alas!  I  was  not  rewarded,  liko  my 
fri(Mi(l,  with  a  |)u])Ii(!  acknowlodi^cmoiit  of  tlie  comforts 
tliat  Ibrm  cx|)urieiic(:d. 

'A  licavy  Hhowor  of  rain  (hu'in;^  llio  iii^dit  (unusual 
at  this  season)  had  cooled  the  air  and  hiid  the  dust,  so 
tluit  ])ey()nd  being  rrannned  and  jolted  over  an  exe- 
crable track  we  did  not  experience  nuieli  inconvenience. 
All  the  plain  lying  between  the  low  coast  range  and 
the  foot  of  the  mountains  is  a  ric'  soil,  and  where  it 
receives  a  due  proportion  of  rain  [)i  luces  heavj'  grain 
crops;  but  no  dependence  can  be  placed  on  the  seasons, 
and  experience  begins  to  teach  the  farmers  that  a  system 
of  .Hgation  alone  can  ensure  croj)s.  This  can  be  easily 
eflected ;  in  fact,  an  English  gentleman  who  has  had 
great  experience  in  Incha  has  undertaken  the  o])eration 
on  a  grand  scale. 

'  Having  hmched  at  the  village  of  Hornitas,  after 
a  drive  of  about  fifty  miles,  we  travelled  over  a 
picturesque  country  to  Bear  Valley,  wliere  we  hf.:fi 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  three  out  of  five  of  our  fair 
fellow-travellers,  who  on  the  coach  waved  a  tender 
adieu.  In  the  Bear  Valley  district  several  gold  mines 
are  being  worked,  and  the  bears,  from  which  it  derives 
its  name,  are  nearly  extirpated.  Mariposa,  which  we 
reached  at  6  p.m.,  is  the  capital  of  the  county,  and 
situated  in  a  pretty  valley,  with  a  stream  running 
along  the  foot  of  the  hills.  A  quartz-crushing  mill 
was  erected  here  on  a  large  scale  by  a  company,  but 
the  capital  having  been  '  played  out,'  the  mill  has 
come  to   a   standstill.     The   region,  however,  is  rich 


Ch.  X. 


TO  tup:   YO.snMITE   VALLEY 


1  "f'. 


ill  j^'oltl,  Miul  tlu!  l)iis('s  of  tilt'  liills  jn'(?  litiTiilly  Iioiut- 
coinhod  by  tlie  ^'old-wiisliinnr  Imts,  but  only  a  low  Cliiuii- 
iiieii  now  reiimiii  of  the  uiiniii;^'  host.  The  surfju'o  has 
been  well  washed,  l)ut  hydraulic  power,  when  water  is 
plentiful,  might  doubtless  still  be  used  witli  sueecss. 
A  vein  of  gold  quartz  also  traverses  the  distriet. 

'  From  Mariposa  we  wou!id  our  way  upwards  throu^di 
a  wooded  country,  and  arrived  about  nine  o'clock  at 
our  night  quarters,  "  White  and  IlMtch's,"  a  pleasant, 
clean  house  standing  at  an  elevation  of  3,000  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  where  wo  found  the  nir 
pure,  keen,  and  appetising,  which  enabled  us  to  do 
junple  justice  to  the  really  excellent  repast  furnished. 
As  regards  the  good  fare  the  same  may  be  remarked 
of  the  various  imis  establislied  along  the  route  to  the 
Yo-Semite  Valley.  The  keepers  /e  generally  intelli- 
gent, well  informed,  and  industrious,  sipparently 
superior  in  most  respects  to  the  same  class  in  the 
old  country. 

^Weditcsday,  2\fit. — After  an  early  breakfast  wo  again 
started  by  coach  our  route  laying  entirely  through  a 
forest  of  magnificent  pines  and  cedars,  interspersed 
with  evergreen  oaks  and  flowering  shrubs.  The  ground 
was  perfectly  enamelled  with  wild  flowers,  some  of 
them  very  beautiful,  especially  the  snow  plant,  which 
resembles  a  double  hyacinth,  but  is  of  a  deep  red  colour 
and  gives  forth  no  fragrance.  It  grows  at  high  alti- 
tudes, nourished  amidst  the  frosts  and  snows  of  winter. 

'  We  crossed  the  Chowilla  Mountain  at  an  elevation 
of  7,000  feet,  and  then  descended  by  an  easy  grade  to 
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Clark's  Rnnclio,  whicli  wc  readied  at  eleven.  This 
raiu'ho  is  situated  in  a  narrow  valley,  through  which 
runs  tlie  south  fork  of  the  Merced,  and  is  the  largest 
establishment  on  the  route.  We  found  the  quarters 
most  comfortable  and  fare  abundant.  Mr.  Clark  is  one 
of  the  oldest  pioneers — a  fine  specimen  of  the  class — and 
discoverer  of  the  Mariposa  grove  of  big  trees.  The 
drivers  of  the  coaches  ought  also  to  be  mentioned  as  a 
singularly  fme  race  of  men,  possessed  of  great  shrewd- 
ness and  intelligence,  inured  to  hard  work,  and  formerly 
exposed  to  constant  danger  from  the  Indians.  We 
found  them  civil,  obliging,  and  communicative :  one 
amused  us  exceedingly  by  his  descri])tion  of  a  Scotch 
naturalist  with  whom  he  had  roamed  through  the  forests 
collecting  butterflies  and  insects.  The  fancy  pleased 
him  mightily,  and  he  shouted  with  merriment  at  the 
idea  of  this  strange  employment.  Mariposa  (meaning 
butterfly  in  Spanish)  derived  its  name  from  these 
beautiful  insects,  which  abound  and  are  of  brilliant 
hues. 

'  By  the  time  we  had  reached  Clark's  we  had  become 
pretty  well  acquainted  with  our  fellow-travellers,  and 

found  some  of  them  very  agreeable.    One,  a  Mr.  13 , 

a  preacher  of  note  in  Sacramento,  was  making  the  trip 
with  two  lady  coimections.  He  had  travelled  over 
Europe,  the  Holy  Land,  and  other  parts  of  the  globe, 
so  that  we  found  many  subjects  of  mutual  interest, 
besides  being  both  enthusiastic  admirers  of  fine  scenery; 
and  as  their  plans  suited  oiu's,  we  arranged  to  proceed 
together.     So  after  lunch  we  all  set  out  on  horseback 
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for  the  Miimmotli  'rrccs.  Our  i^uidc  was  young,  but  iu- 
tolligcut  and  active;  constaully  ou  the  watch  to'' liiuch" 
up  tlie  girtlis  wlieu  getting  sUick,  to  prevent  a  eata- 
stroi)lie.  Our  trail  hiv  first  along  the  vallev,  i)artlv  en- 
closed  as  farm  land  attached  to  the  rancho;  tlieii  we 
scrambled  up  a  steep  and  rugged  path  to  the  height  of 
1 ,200  feet,  occasionally  getting  glimpses  of  (lee[)-woo(led 
hollows,  overhung  by  rocky  cliirs.  What  a  gloricjus 
forest  we  rode  through  ! — composed  of  yellow,  sugar, 
and  Douglas  jmie,  and  great  cedars  ;  many  of  the 
former  10  to  12  feet  in  diameter,  800  in  height, 
and  without  a  brauch  for  200.  Such  a  I'ide  alone 
compensated  one  for  the  trip.  But  behold  before  us 
in  a  swam[)y  hollow  a  prostrate  giant  in  ex[)ii'ing 
gasp,  after  having  dwelt  in  the  solitude  of  the  forest 
for  upwards  of  2,000  years.  Before  the  Star  of  ]jeth- 
leliem  had  risen  in  the  East ;  before  great  Ciesar  died  ; 
before  Old  England  was  discovered  by  the  ancients, 
thou  didst  spread  abroad  tliy  branches !  These 
thoughts  filled  my  imagination  almost  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  astonishment  at  the  gigantic  proportions  of  the 
tree.  By  rough  steps  we  mounted  the  trunk,  and 
stood  nearly  30  feet  from  tlie  ground  :  other  great 
trees  were  near,  but  we  had  to  move  on  some  distance 
before  arriving  at  the  grizzly  giant ;  a  hoary  monster, 
nearly  100  feet  in  circumference — albeit  fire  had 
passed  over  it,  and  burnt  away  a  portion  of  its  gii-th 
— whilst  its  first  branch  is  150  to  180  feet  from  the 
ground,  and  eight  in  diameter.  I  rode  round  it,  gazing 
in  admiration  and  astonishment ;    its   top  had  either 
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decayed  l)y  iigc  or  1)l'('!i  Mown  od'  l)y  llic  wind,  l>iit 
its  lu'iglit  still  is  about  .'U)0  ibet.  Some  of  the  iiKJst 
perfect  trees  luive  attaiiied  even  to  u  lieiglit  of  400  feet 
and  upwards. 
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'  We  now  wandered  from  tree  to  tree,  lost  in  amaze- 
ment. I  thought,  Why  has  nature  here  produced  trees 
so  far  exceeding  in  size  any  hitherto  known  in  tlie  Old 
or  New  World?  Tiie  grove  consists  of  about  six 
hundred  trees,  more  than  one  over  100  feet  in  cir- 
cumference. They  are  a  species  of  cedar  named  by 
an  Englislnnan  Wellingtonia  gigantea,  the  botanical 
name  being  Sequoia  gigantea  (sempervirens)  of  tlie 
genus  Taxodium.     The  largest  trees  have  been  named 
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by  travellers ;  such  as  The  Grizzly  Ciiaiil ,  Fallen  Monareh, 
Forest  (iueeii,  Ageil  r()ii|)]c,  Satan's  Spc'ir,  <^v. — ■ 

To  ciiual  which  the  tiillr.-t  piiu' 

Howu  on  Xor\vc;^fian  liills,  to  he  the  inast 

Of  some  groat  Jiiniiiiral,  were  hut  a  wand. 

'Three  of  us  were  able  to  ride  abreast  through  one 
liollow  charred  trunk  ;  and  we  saw  a  truuk  which  in- 
cheated  a  tree  had  existed  120  feet  in  ('ircunifercnce. 
Unfortunately  most  of  tlie  largest  trees  have  been 
touched  by  iircj  the  ruthless  woi-k  of  the  Indians. 
Several  groups  of  Sequoia  have  been  discovered ;  but 
this  is  the  most  numerous,  although  the  Calaveras 
grove  lays  claim  to  a  larger  tree  than  any  I  have  men- 
tioned. Their  age  has  been  computed  at  from  2,500  to 
3,000  years,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  even  to  arrive 
at  an  a])pr(^ximation.  It  has  been  calculated  that  the 
trunk  alone  of  one  of  the  largest  could  l)e  cut  into 
|)aling  eight  feet  long  and  fijur  inches  square  to  enclose 
2,200  acres  of  gi-ound.  It  was  only  when  the  guide 
warned  us  that  night  would  overttd^e  us  in  the  de[)ths 
of  the  forest  that  we  reluctantly  quitted  a  scene  fraught 
with  such  interest ;  and,  remounting,  rode  towards  our 
place  of  rest  in  the  "waning  light,  more  than  ever  im- 
j)rcssed  with  the  grandeur  of  these  forests.  Such  scenes 
tend  to  elevate  the  mind  and  turn  it  to  the  great  Creator 
of  the  Universe,  whose  hand  has  fashioned  with  equal 
care  and  wisdom  the  tiny  blade  of  grass  and  these  giant 
trees  of  the  forest,  liy  eight  (j'clock  we  got  back  t(< 
the  rancho,   where  an    excellent    dinner    awaited   us; 
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uftur  wliicli  we  retired  to  enjoy  such  u  slee})  as  ;i  long 
(lay  ill  tlie  pure  and  bracing  air  must  always  ensiUH!. 

'  llinrfiday^  22)id. — Up  betimes  and  got  oil' by  ^even 
on  horseback  (our  stage  travelling  ending  here),  ac> 
comi)anied  by  our  friends  of  the  previous  day.     Aftei" 
crossing  the  south  fork  of  the  Merced — a  clear  and 
rapid  stream — we  wound  our  way  along  the  side  of  a 
precipitous  hill  overlooking  a  deep  valley,  and,  after 
crossing  a    bottom  with    o])eii  glades,  uiade  u  great 
ascent  through  the  same  character  of  pine  forest ;  now 
and  then  catching  glimpses  of  the  distant  mountains. 
At  11. '30  we  ai'rived  at  Peregoy  rancho,  situated  on 
the  edge  of  a  swampy  plain,  having  gone  about  four- 
teen miles.     This  rancho  was  formerly  a  cattle  ranch, 
but  has  lateh'  been  fitted  up  for  the  acconmiodaticm 
of  tourists  wishiniT:  to  <i;et  the  first  view  of  the  valley 
from  the  Sentinel  Dome  and  Glacier  Point ;  our  object 
also.     When  preparing  to  start  for  these  points,  after 
the  midday  meal,  portentous  clouds  began  to  gather 
over  the  mountains,  and  soon  a  peal  of  thunder  warned 
us  the  storm  was  at  hand.     ]t  quickly  burst  upon  us 
with  great  violence.     The  rain  descended  in  torrentis 
the  lii;htuing  flashed,  and  the  thunder  made  the  earth 
tremble  as  it  reverberated  from  peak  to  peak.      A 
storm  amongst  the  mountains  is  always  grand,  but  by 
four  it  had  subsided. 

*  The  rt'ind  died  awiiy  like  a  t<leepinir  child's  breath, 
The  pavilion  of  clouds  ■\vas  unfurled, 
And  the  sun,  like  a  spirit  triumphant  o'er  death, 
Smiled  out  on  this  beautiful  world. 
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'  Tlie  (liiy  being  now  far  gone,  tlic  IticlieH  tlioiiglit  a  ride 
of  lourteeii  miles  before  dark  too  miicli  for  them,  so 
tlioy  determined  to  postpone  tlieir  lirst  glimpse  of  the 
valley  until  the  following  morning.  My  friend  and  I, 
having  but  scant  time,  started  with  our  guide.  An 
hour  and  a  half's  ride,  lirst  over  8wam[)y  plains  and 
then  through  the  forest,  brought  us  to  the  Sentinel 
Dome,  4,")()(l  feet  above  the  valley,  which  burst  upon 
us  in  al]  its  sublimity  and  grandeur.  The  clouds  had 
rolled  ofT  after  tlu;  storm,  and  thin  vapour  crept  u[) 
the  sides  of  the  uiountains  in  fleecy  (douds,  whicli 
lingered  for  a  while,  but  disai)[)eared  before  the  sun's 
rays.  Far  away  to  the  east  and  south-east  rose  snow- 
ca[)]ied  peaks  of  the  Sierra  Nevadas,  some  of  tlunu 
lo,()()()  to  14,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
To  the  south  !Mount  Star  King ;  to  the  west  and 
north-west  densely  wooded  liills  cleft  in  two  by  a 
tremendous  «i;or<i;e,  through  which  runs  the  Merced. 
Far,  far  beneath  sle])t  in  })eaceful  beauty  the  Yo- 
Semite  Valley,  henuned  in  on  every  side  by  giant 
clids,  its  streams  like  silver  threads,  its  tall  trees 
dwarfed  to  the  size  of  shrubs,  and  its  orchards  look- 
ing like  cabbage  gardens.  At  the  upper  end  a  lake 
shone  like  a  polished  mirror ;  almost  in  front  of  us  the 
South  Dome,  "Tis-sa-ack"  (goddess  of  the  valley) 
reared  its  mighty  head  5,000  feet  perpendicular;  on 
the  north  side  of  the  valley.  El  Capitan,  "  Tu-tock-ah- 
nu-lak  "  (great  chief  of  the  valley),  3,300  feet,  Ixjetling 
over  the  gorge,  frowned  in  majesty;  and  adjoining  it 
the    Three  Brothers,   "  Pom-pom-pa-sus  "'    (mountains 
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pljiyin<.f  ill  leap-tl•()ir)^  rt'Stiii^f  one  upon  the  oIIkt, 
poiulcroiis  luid  gniiul,  facinti;  tlic  Three  Graces  of 
softer  beauty.  Tlie  Nortli  Dome,  "To-cay-oe"  (sluule 
to  l)al)y  cratlle  l);isket),  3,725  feet,  supported  by 
Wasliiugtou  Tower,  "  Ilunlo  "  (watching  eye),  2,200 
i'eet,  hang  over  tlie  iMirror  Lake.  Magnilieent  water- 
falls at  various  points  pinircd  over  llie  wave- worn  clifl's 
in  sheets  of  dazzling  foam.  We  could  hear  distinc.'tly  the 
roar  of  the  Nevada  Fall  as  the  Merced  threw  itself  with 
one  wild  bound  700  feet  into  the  gorge  below,  Hashing 
and  glistening  in  tlic  rays  of  the  setting  sun.  At 
another  point  the  Yo-Semite  Fall  preei[)itates  itself 
1,(>00  feet  on  to  a  broad  ledge  projecting  from  the 
clin";  again  it  takes  a  leap  of  COO;  and  finally,  by 
a  third  bound  of  434  feet,  reaches  the  valley,  there 
to  1k'  lost  in  the  waters  of  the  Merced.  Other  streams, 
now  full  from  the  recent  storm,  fell  from  the  dizzy 
heights  in  snowy  sheets  into  the  valley.  The  whole 
conjured  u[)  some  I'airy  scene  as  memory  recalled  many 
a  tale  of  childhood  whore  imprisoned  princesses  and 
luige  giants  had  their  dwelling  in  some  such  im])ene- 
trablespot;  and  imagination  found  a  parallel  here  in 
these  Titan  rocks  and  sylvan  beauty  below. 

'  From  the  bald  head  of  the  Sentinel  Dome  we  de- 
scended obliquely  1,000  feet  to  Glacier  Pc^int,  where, 
from  an  overhanginu'  rock,  we  looked  down  sheer  into 
the  valley  3,700  feet.  Being  nearer  the  South  Dome 
it  looked  still  giander,  and  we  had  also  a  liner  view  of 
the  >ievada  and  Vernal  Falls,  with  the  foaniinti;  cataract 
below. 
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'TIic  SUM  lijid  (lipped  bfliiiid  tlio  inoim(;iiiis,  and  tlie 
Millcy  was  lu'^iiiniiiLi'  to  l)c  stuopod  in  gl(»(>in,  civ  wij 
liinu'd  away  iVoui  tlir  rasciiiatiiiij  sct'iu'  to  ^v\Mld  our 
way  tlirou'di  llu'  dai'kcMiiiiLr  forest  to  our  ni<dit  (luarters. 
Filled  with  tlioULflits  on  the  sublimity  and  ^Tandeur  of 
file  seeiic  we  had  left  wi'  rode  on  slowly  and  in  silence, 
until  sud<lenly  aroused  from  our  reverie  by  lindiui; 
ourselves  on  the  brink  of  a  roaring  tori'cnt,  which  we 
had  passed  but  lour  hours  l)eroro  Ji  linij)id  stream. 
Our  ijuide  hesitated  to  cross;  but  on  the  one  side  was 
the  prv)Sj)ect  oi'  a  cold  and  dreary  bivouac;  on  tlie 
other  shelter,  warmth,  autl  fuel  ;  so,  divested  of  liis 
upper  garment,  and  examining  well  the  girths  of  tlie 
liorses,  he  plunged  boldly  in.  We  followed,  and  all 
readied  the  opposite  bank  in  safety,  altliougli  at  one 
time  my  horse  lost  his  footing,  and  visions  of  being 
hurled  down  by  the  impetuous  ilood  n^se  before  me — 
happily  not  realised.  ITow  thankful  1  felt  the  ladies 
had  not  accompanied  us,  as  they  dared  not  have 
attempted  to  cross  till  the  Hood  should  subside  !  It 
was  (juite  dark  ere  we  reache(l  our  cosy  quarters, 
where  a  cheerful  wood  lire  welcomed  us,  also  a  good 
dinner;  and  the  evening  ])assed  most  agreeably  in  the 
society  of  our  coir.i)anions. 

'■  Fridai/,  2.S/v7. — Again  making  an  early  rise  we  set 
oil'  for  the  valley,  whilst  the  others  went  to  the  points 
of  attraction  we  had  vi>ited  the  previous  evening.  After 
a  live-mile  ride  throu<di  the  same  mai''nilicent  forest, 
Avith  swam])y  bottoms  at  intervals,  we  arrived  at  the 
edge  of  the  deep  gorge   through    which    the   Merced 
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flows;  ;iM(l,  having  tied  up  our  liorsus,  scriiiiihlcd  to  a 
])roj('ctiiig  point  roiiiiniiMdiiip;  u  «j;lonous  view  of  tlu' 
whole  length  of  the  valley,  being  elevated  about  ,">,()()(> 
feet  above  it.  The  river,  full  from  the  reeent  rains, 
was  pouring  its  Hoods  along — sometimes  a  torrent  of 
angry  foam  ;  auoii  placid,  tranquil,  and  mirror-like. 
On  eaoli  side  rose  giant  walls  of  rock,  over  which  fell 
several  waterfolls  of  exquisite  beauty.  IIow  bold  and 
grand  El  Ca[)itan  looked — the  guardian  of  the  pass! 
How  soft  and  graceful  the  wooded  heights  of  the 
Three  Graces;  and  how  mightj-  the  South  Dome, 
towering  above  {dl  his  compeers  !  The  valley  is  about 
eight  miles  long,  with  a  width  of  from  half  a  mile  to  a 
mile.  It  is  almost  a  dead  level,  and  seems  to  have 
been  formed  by  a  sudden  subsidence  of  the  earth,  as 
characteristics  attending  either  the  glacier  formation, 
or  having  been  cut  out  by  water,  arc  wanting.  Its 
elevation  is  4,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

'After  contemplating  for  some  time  the  exquisite 
view  from  Inspiration  Point,  we  commenced  the  de- 
scent by  a  steep  and  rugged  trail,  and  after  an  hour 
and  a  half  of  floundering  })rogress  reached  the  valley, 
where  the  trail  improved  as  we  rode  along  under  the 
shade  of  lofty  pines  and  spreading  oaks ;  at  one  time 
by  the  edge  of  the  tiunbling  river ;  at  another  by  the 
base  of  stupendous  cliffs.  By-and-by  we  approached  the 
Bridal  Veil  Fall,  called  by  the  Indians  "Po-ho-no"— 
meaning,  spirit  of  the  evil  wind — and  held  by  them  in 
superstitious  awe.  Diverging  slightly  we  got  close  to 
it.     A  perfect  cloud  of  spray  enveloped  us  at  times ; 
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but,  ns  tlu'  wind  drove  it  aside,  we  hud  u  fine  view  of 
the  till!  iiiiiidst  tlie  roar  of  waters.  It  is  1)00  feet  in 
lieij^ht,  and,  soon  after  taking  its  wihl  lenj)  over  the 
pnripiee,  it  seemed  to  lose  its  sohdarity,  and  to 
separate  into  roekets,  in  turn  to  burst  into  slieets  of 
diizzhng  sj)ray.  Passing  on  we  had  tlie  Tlu'ee  Graces 
and  Cathedral  y[)ires  on  tlie  one  side,  and  El  Ca|)itan 
and  Tiiree  Jirothers  on  the  other;  all  uj)wards()f  3,000 
feet  in  height,  and  ahnost  perpendicular. 

'  Thei .»  are  three  good  hotels  in  the  valky,  and  it 
was  uur  intention  to  have  gone  to  the  oldest  established, 
"  Ilutchings's  ;  "  but  our  fellow-travellers  had  persuaded 
us  to  put  up  at  Liedig's,  the  first  on  entering  the  valley, 
where  the  fare  is  good,  and  apartments  clean.  Innne- 
diately  behind  the  hotel  the  Sentinel  liock  rises  needle- 
shaped  3,043  feet;  and  nearly  opposite,  the  Yo-Semite 
Fall  t;d\cs  its  huge  leap.  I  never  wearied  gazing  on 
it,  and  watching  the  eddying  wind  bending  into  wavy 
lines  the  snowy  veil. 

'  Having  lunched,  obtained  fresh  horses  and  a  guide, 
we  started  for  the  Nevada  Full.  Eiding  up  the  valley 
for  some  distance  we  passed  IJlake's  and  Ilutchings's 
hotels ;  a  large  drinking  saloon  recently  erected, 
with  baths — hot,  cold,  and  Turkish — attached  ;  also 
a  laundry,  dry  goods  store,  and  photographic  esta- 
blishment ;  then  following  the  upward  course  of  the 
Merced,  which  takes  a  sharp  turn  to  the  southward, 
we  passed  near  the  base  of  the  Sentinel  Dome,  and 
close  under  Glacier  Point.  Crossing  the  entrance  of 
the  South  Canon  we  caught  sight   of  the  South  Foit 
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Wntcrliill,  hut  did  not  a|)|)i()ii('li  it,  tlu'  wny  hcing 
blocked  by  liir^'c  boulders  rant  down  from  tlio  vvwi^A 
above  :  at  tinics  tiie  valley  is  literally  .nliaken  by  the 
slioek  of  falling'  cliirs,  rent  ofVin  winter  by  the  swellinj^' 
ice,  or  looMcned  by  tlie  Hoods.  ContinuiiiLT  alonj^  the 
eourse  of  the  river — now  a  foaming  cataiaet  —  wc 
vvoniid  our  way  up  a  giddy  path  with  freqiu'utly  not 
II  foot  between  us  and  the  deep  abyss.  Occasionally 
wo  stoj)pe(l  to  look  back  on  the  glories  which  dinereni 
j)oints  reveale<l ;  then,  crossing  the  shoulder  of  a  large 
buttress,  we  came  in  view  of  the  Nevada  Fall,  and, 
descending,  crossed  the  torrent  by  a  wooden  bridge, 
and  rode  to  ji  house  of  refreshment  not  long  built  on 
a  rocky  i)latc!iu,  a  short  distance  from  the  fall,  and 
close  under  the  Cap  of  liiljcrty,  a  cone  rising  2,000 
feet  above  the  falls,  and  4,000  above  the  plain.  Here 
we  fell  in  with  General  S and  a  large  party,  in- 
cluding several  ladies,  who  were  making  the  same  tour 
as  ourselves,  and  just  about  to  start  for  Clouds  llest,  a 
])eak  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  where  they  wished  us  to 
accompany  them ;  but  time  would  not  permit,  so  we 
separated. 

'Leaving  our  horses,  and  again  crossing  the  stream  by 
a  narrow  foot-biidge,  we  got  near  to  the  fall,  which, 
although  not  the  highest,  is  certainly  the  finest  in  the 
valley,  as  the  main  body  of  the  Merced  descends  !it  one 
bound  700  feet.  The  sun  shining  on  the  ulitterinii 
s])ray  pi'oduced  one  of  the  most  jjcrfect  and  brilliant 
rainbows  I  have  ever  witnessed,  and,  being  low,  ap- 
|)eai'ed  to  envelope  us.      Having  gazed  at  the  magnili- 
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<'('nt  sju't'liiclc  !il)<)V('  and  below  for  Ji  ^^l^o^t  time,  we 
rctiinicd  to  flu!  house,  moimt'.Ml,  iiiid  recrossed  tlie 
l)rid;:e  ;  tlieii  giviii<i  our  horses^  to  tlu;  guide,  witli 
ilin-etioiis  to  meet  us  at  a  point  lower  down,  descended 
by  a  series  of  ladders  to  the  foot  of  the  fall,  whiih  is 
;jr)0  feet  high,  named  by  the  Indians  "I'i-wy-aek,"  or 
Cutara(!t  of  Diamonds — which  well  describes  its  beauty. 
At  this  point  a  sad  accident  occurred  the  previous  week  : 
a  tourist  fell  from  the  ladder  and  was  killed  on  the 
sj)ot.  Clouds  of  spray  blown  across  our  path  rendered 
it  exceedingly  slippery;  so  that  core  had  to  be  taken, 
as  a  false  stej)  might  have  been  fatal,  the  foaming  tor- 
rent being  ])eneatli.  Rejoining  our  guide,  we  hastened 
homewards,  8to|)ping  at  the  baths  and  saloon,  where  we 
refreshed  the  imier  and  outer  man. 

'  Satnrdifi/,  'l\tk. — Ofi'at  daylight  to  see  the  reflections 
in  the  mirror  lake  before  its  surface  was  rullled  by  the 
breeze.  The  lake  lies  near  the  head  of  the  valley, 
between  the  South  Dome  on  the  one  side  and  the 
North  Dome  and  Washington  Tower  on  the  other.  It 
is  a  small  piece  of  water  deeply  fringed  with  trees. 
Not  a  ripple  disturbed  its  surface,  and  each  peak,  ridge, 
tree,  crag,  and  shade  was  so  Diitlifully  reflected  that  it 
was  (lifllcult  to  discover  whei-e  substance  ended  and 
shadow  began.  The  blending  was  exquisite:  shortly 
the  sun  began  to  gild  the  mountain  ])eaks  and  rugged 
crags,  whose  outline  in  the  water  looked  like  burnished 
gold.  A  musical  echo  was  heard  here,  pr<)longcd  for 
some  seconds,  and  dying  away  in  a  most  melodious 
cadence. 
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'  A  very  small  |){irt  oi"  the  valley  is  cultivated,  llie 
{[greater  i)ortioii  being  covered  with  brushwood  or  large 
trees,  pines,  evergreen  oak,  maple,  &c.  In  some  places 
it  i.as  quite  a  park-like  appearance  ;  there  are  also 
many  'oeautiful  shrubs  and  llowers — the  white  azalea, 
with  its  faint  aromatic  perfume,  scented  the  morning 
air — and  many  t)thers  of  varied  hues. 

'  Suiidny,  2iU/i. — Breakfasting  early,  and  saying  adieu 
to  our  j)leasant  fellow  travellers,  we  started  on  our  return 
joni-ney  by  the  Coulterville  route,  young  Coulter,  son 
of  the  old  pioneer,  being  our  guide.  Passing  down  the 
valley  for  about  a  mile,  wo  crossed  to  the  north  side  of 
the  Merced,  continuing  along  its  banks  close  by  the  base 
of  El  Caj)itan,  and  then  took  a  very  steep  trail  up  the 
mountain  side  through  the  woods.  Having  gained 
the  ridge,  I  took  a  last  fond  lingering  look  of  the 
valley,  and  can  say  almost  iu  the  words  of  a  great 
traveller : — 

' "  I  never  left  a  place  with  such  pleasurable  regret.  I 
have  travelled  almost  the  world  over,  have  seen  some 
of  its  finest  scenery,  but  have  never  seen  so  much  of 
sublime  grandeur,  relieved  by  so  much  beauty,  as  that 
which  I  have  witnessed  in  the  Yosemite  Valley." 

'After  a  ride  of  about  sixteen  miles,  we  overtook  the 

|)arty  of  General  S ,  also  homeward  boimd  ;  and  a 

short  distance  iiirtlier  on  our  equestrian  travel  ended. 
Here  we  lunched,  and,  having  got  a  rattletrap  and  pair 
of  screws,  drove  cmrselves  the  greater  part  of  the  way 
to  Coulterville.  The  di-ive  was  beautiful  along  the 
mountain  side,  as  Jil  limes  we  had  magnificent  views 
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over  the  valley  of  the  Merced,  and  lar  avvjiy  to  the 
plains. 

'  At  0  we  reached  Coulterville,  having  brought  tlie 
same  pair  of  horses  30  miles,  wlTu^h  distance  they  iiad 
previously  done  early  in  the  morning.  They  were 
curious  specimens  of  the  genus  "screw,"  but  did  their 
work  well.  One  had  a  peculiarity  of  going  round  the 
corners  on  three  legs,  with  the  fourth  stuck  obliquely 
and  rigidly  out,  which  rendered  some  of  the  critical 
turnings  a  trifle  un))leasant. 

'  Monday^  2(jth. — We  got  away  by  the  stage  coach  ;it 
ha^i-past  six,  and  had  one  of  the  hottest,  dustiest,  and 
most  jolty  rides  I  evei-  experienced,  arriving  at  Modest  a 
at  4  r.M.,  where  we  were  not  sorry  to  exchange  our 
uneasy   vehicle    for    the   smooth-running   train.     At 
Lathrop  we  were  detained  some  houi's,  not  getting 
away  until  1  a.m.  ;  we,  however,  arrived  at  San  Fran- 
cisco in  time  for  a  nine  o'clock  breakfast  on  the  27th, 
having  had  a  most  enjoj-able  trip.  But  as  much  depends 
in  a  great  measure  upon  the  companion  of  your  travels, 
I  nmst  say  I  was  fortunate  in  mine,  and  the  pleasuie 
was  largely  increased  by  that  companionship,  where 
discomfort  could  not  ruflle,  or  dilliculty  daunt :  only 
once  did  I  hear  him  give  vent  to  anything  like  wrath- 
ful feelings,  when  being,  as  he  muttered  to  himself, 
"  smothered  in  a  bunk  "  in  the  railway  car.    Add  to 
these  qualities  a  fellow  admiration  for  lovely  scenery, 
and  it  makes  a  trip  to  Yo-Semite  Valley  well  worth 
executing. 

'  Altliough  little  more  than  a  fortnight  at  San  Fran- 
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cisco  lliis  tiiiK!,  we  wore  eiiubletl  to  kee[)  up  our  aucieut 
regime  of  Thursday  afternoons  on  two  occasions,  when 
the  number  of  people  wlio  came  oil'  showed  they  were 
not  yet  weary  of  these  entertainments,  and  many 
were  the  exjn'essions  of  regret  which  we  heard  sit  our 
early  departure.  They  were  mutual,  and  only  mitigated 
by  the  feeling  that  before  many  months  we  should  meet 
again.  Thus,  on  June  30,  we  once  more  bent  our 
steps  towards  tlie  north,  where  our  cruise  will  be 
concluded,  and  a  little  shooting  and  fishing  is  looked 
forwaid  to  as  an  agreeable  cliange  after  tlie  arduous 
nature  of  the  i)ast  year's  employment.  We  steamed 
up  the  const  without  hindrance  till  July  2,  when  a 
northerly  breeze  s])ringing  up  obliged  us  to  stop  steam- 
ing, and  stretch  out  from  the  land  imder  sail.  This 
wind  continued  to  blow  with  increasin<^  strength,  taking 
us  daily  away  from  our  port  instead  of  towards  it,  till 
the  11th,  when  it  subsided,  and  Avith  steam  we  were 
enabled  to  make  headway  towards  our  destination, 
having  by  this  time  run  well  to  the  westward.  The 
next  morning  wc  picked  up  the  westerly  wind  that  was 
required  to  take  us  in  before  July  20,  that  being  the 
day  fixed  for  the  anuexation  of  British  Columbia  to 
the  Dominion  of  Canada :  no  doubt  to  be  celebrated 
by  some  public  demonstration,  in  which  we  ought  to 
take  a  part. 

'  The  usual  amusements  which  assist  us  to  pass  the 
time  on  these  lengthened  cruises  that  it  has  been  our 
fate  to  sustain  had  not  been  forgotten,  imd  a  most 
appropriate  lecture  on  "  Wai- "  was  delivered  Ijy  our 
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talented  sliii)inate  F ,  when  the  ol't-repeated  sayiny- 

"Si  vis  pacein  para  bellimi "'  t'ouiid  in  none  a  denial  of 
its  efficacy.  Tlu;  following  week  a  variiition  was  tried 
by  subbtituting  readings  in  lieu  of  a  lecture  ;  and,  two  or 
three  of  the  officers  liaving  volunteered  their  services, 
the  way  in  which  the  trial  from  "  Tickwick,"  "  Artenuis 
Ward,"  and  other  selections  were  received  fully  demon- 
strated the  p(>pularity  which  alwjiys  attends  these 
entertainments.  The  next  week  the  ''  Free  and  Easy  " 
gave  a  [)erf()rmaiice,  when  a  new  addition,  in  the  ^luipe 
of  an  Irishman,  with  the  richest  of  brognes  and  most 
comical  of  faces,  kept  the  audience  in  a  roar  of  langli- 
ter.  So  time  sj)ed  on,  till  alternate  changes  of  favour- 
able weather  brought  us  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  up 
to  Cape  Flatterj',  and  we  steamed  through  the  Straits 
of  Fuca  against  a  strong  tide,  arriving  in  Esquimalt 
Harbour  on  the  morning  of  July  19,  where  we  found 
the  "Fawn"  just  out  from  England,  besides  our  old 
friends  the  "  Boxer  "  and  "  Sparrowhawk." 

'  Thus  comes  to  an  end  our  cruise.  It  is  a  few  days 
over  a  year  since  we  left  Vancouver  Island,  and  in  the 
interval  we  have  gone  over  many  miles  of  ocean  and 
visited  many  places.  The  time  has  passed  cpiickly, 
though  not  always  agreeably  ;  lor  that  woidd  be  an 
impossibility,  taking  into  consideration  the  conditions 
under  which  we  serve.  A  rest,  however,  will  prove 
beneficial  to  all,  and  then,  let  us  hope,  when  we  again 
go  forth  it  may  be  to  visit  fresh  scenes,  and  bind  all  yet 
more  firmly  in  mutual  enjoyment  and  friendship.' 
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CIIAPTEK  XL 

OONFKDKKATION  OP  BRITiail  coi.UMItlA  WITH  T}IK  DOMINION  OF  CANADA 
— THE  KKLATIONS  HKTWKKN  D.NOLANI)  AND  TIIK  DOMINION — DKFENCE- 
LESS  STATE  OF  lUUTIrtll  COI.UMDIA — AMATKtK  I'EKFOKMANCK  ON  ISOAKD 
—  THE  SHOOTIXO  IN  VANCOUVER  ISLAND — DEER  HUNTING  —  ACCOUNT 
CP  A  WKEK'h  CAMPING  OUT — PISHING  IN  VANCOUVER  ISLAND — I'EK- 
PORMANCE  AT  THE  VICTORIA  THEATRE ~IlAr,L  AT  GOVERNMENT  HOUSE 
— FAREWELL    HALL   TO   THE   ADMIRAL— LEAVE   VANCOUVER   ISLAND. 

On  July  20,  1871,  the  day  following  our  niTivtil  in 
Esquininlt  Harbour,  British  Columbia,  wliicli  includes 
Vancouver  Island,  was  admitted  into,  and  confederated 
with,  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  By  this  act  is  forged 
another  link  in  tlie  chain  that  shall  hold  together  all 
those  vast  possessions  in  the  Northern  continent.  In 
consolidation  there  is  w^isdom,  because  with  that  eager- 
ness for  self-government  shown  by  our  colonies  must 
come  the  conviction  that  the  mother  country,  when 
debarred  from  much  voice  in  their  governance,  cannot 
retain  the  same  relations  as  in  time  past.  Though 
bound  to  protect  her  colonies  when  in  the  struggles  of 
infancy,  there  is  a  time,  as  in  human  life,  when,  although 
rebelling  against  home  government,  they  are  not  and 
cannot  be  for  some  time  strong  enough  to  protect 
themselves.  It  is  this  which  has  made  the  task  of  the 
English  Government,  in  dealing  with  our  colonies,  one 
of  great  difficulty  for  some  years.  We  see  many  things 
demanded  as  a  right,  and  our  inteiference  resented  ; 
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wliilc  at  the  snnic  time  tlie  least  act  in  rccoiTnisMiL:  tlic 
ability  of  a  eolony  to  take  care  of  itself  is  immediately 
reprobated  as  deserting  onr  cliildren. 

It  is  dilHcult  for  ordinary  mortals  to  com[)rehend  or 
defmc  the  exact  relations  in  which  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  stands  towards  England  at  the  present  time. 
It  apparently  is  eqnally  difTicult  for  the  presiding  genins 
at  the  Colonial  Department  to  enlighten  them,  or  state 
the  policy  determined  on  in  the  case  of  any  evj^'ntnality. 
In  withdrawing  all  our  troops  we  imply  eitlier  that  we 
recognise  their  abihty  to  defend  themselves,  or  our  own 
inability  to  assist  them.  To  enter  into  the  correctness 
of  one  or  both  these  assumptions  is  not  my  present 
purpose,  though  it  would  not  be  ditficult,  I  think,  to 
show  that  the  first  is  as  absurd — where  a  population 
of  four  millions  is  opposed  to  forty — as  the  second  ;  for 
what  sane  man  would  deny  the  valuable  auxiliary  that 
5,000  English  regulars  even  would  be  to  the  Canadian 
iTiiUtia  at  the  first  outset  in  keeping  the  invaders  in 
check  till  reinforcements  were  procured.  It  is  difficult 
also,  seeing  that  we  do  not  throw  up  the  idea  of  main- 
taining the  integrity  of  the  Dominion,  to  understand 
how  that  object  is  better  attained  by  withdrawing  our 
troops  to  a  distance  than  keeping  them  in  the  country  ; 
independent  of  other  reasons  against  it,  one  of  which 
is  forcibly  given  by  a  great  writer  in  an  essay  on  the 
spirit  of  Conservatism.  He  saj's,  '  A  state  must,  for 
durability,  conserve  its  special  national  cliaracler;  and 
the  national  character  of  England  will  be  lost  when- 
ever it  sliall  see  witli   apathy  large    standing  armies 
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witliin  its  own  shores.  One  of  tlic  obvious  .'idvantngcs 
of  military  colonics  is  tlie  lacility  they  afToj  \  for  main- 
taining tlierein  such  military  strength  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  empire,  "witliout  quartering 
large  bodies  of  troops  in  England,  to  tlie  danger  of 
freedom  ;  and  therefore  it  is  a  very  shallow  view  of  im- 
perial policy  to  ascribe  solely  to  our  colonial  wants  the 
military  forces  kept  in  colonies,  and  exclaim, "  See  what 
those  cojonies  cost  us ! "  If  we  had  no  troops  in 
colonies,  we  must  either  be  witliout  adequate  military 
force,  or  we  must  obtain  such  adequate  militarj'  force 
at  the  risk  of  freedom,  by  collecting  and  converging 
it  into  garrisons  at  home.'  Those  remarks  arc  pecu- 
liarly applicable  to  the  present  time,  and  must  com- 
mend themselves  to  men  of  every  shade  of  political 
thinking. 

But  it  is  to  British  Columbia  that  I  would  call  atten- 
tion. At  this  moment  the  relations  between  Great 
Britain  and  America  are  more  amicable  than  they  have 
been  for  many  years — all  diirerenccs  about  to  be 
removed,  and  a  glorious  future  of  brotherly  love  pre- 
dicted. Under  these  circumstances  one  need  not  be 
called  an  alarmist,  or  accused  of  trying  to  damp  a 
sentimental  enthusiasm,  in  pointing  out  that  little 
occurrence  of  July  1871,  when  Earl  Granville  suc- 
ceeded Lord  Clarendon  at  the  Foreign  Office,  and  was 
told  by  one  of  his  subordinates  that  never,  in  his 
recollection,  had  the  political  state  of  Europe  been  so 
quiet.  Nevertheless,  France  declared  war  against 
Prussia,  and  the  incident  remains  as  a  warning  that 
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under  no  imngiuative  ntatc  should  tliese  matters  be 
viewed,  for  we  know  not  wliat  a  day  may  bring  forth, 
and  should  l)o  prepared  for  any  eventuality.  Sup])os- 
ing,  tlien,  a  war  to  break  out  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  wliat  would  be  tlic  position  of  Britisli 
Cohunbia?  Simply  its  occupation  and  annexation  by 
America  ;  a  long-clierished  dream,  which  saw  part  of 
its  fulfdment  in  the  purchase  of  Alaska,  and  is  further 
shown  in  their  persistent  efforts  to  attain  San  Juan. 

War  at  any  time  within  ten  years  would  mean  the 
absorption  of  tliat  portion  of  tlie  Dominion,  for  it  is 
isolated  and  unprotected.  Isolated,  for  there  is  no 
communication  with  the  East,  except  through  America ; 
therefc^re  Canada  could  not  assist  them,  and  the  navy 
of  the  latter  is  as  yet  unconstructed.  Unprotected,  for 
it  has  no  defences  of  its  own — not  a  single  fortification 
or  gun  mounted ;  a  meagre  population,  which  does  not 
even  boast  a  militia. 

It  would  be  to  England,  therefore,  they  would  look 
for  protection  ;  and  how  could  we  do  anything  with  the 
small  force  we  have  in  the  Pacilic,  and  that  scattered 
far  and  wide  ?  On  the  spot  a  corvette  and  gunboat 
only  available  to  resist  any  force  sent  up  from  San 
Francisco — a  port  foiu'  days  distant — or  troops  poured 
across  the  Straits  from  Washington  territory.  It  is 
not  pleasant  to  contemplate  such  a  result ;  neither  to 
the  inhabitants  themselves,  to  whom  something  is  due, 
or  tc  *;hc  mother-coimtry,  where  so  much  moral  pres- 
tige is  concerned.  But  for  that  reason  the  subject 
should  not  be  shrunk  from,  neither  remain  with  false 
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notions  of  security,  which  a  process  of  drifting  luis 
brought  us  to. 

Under  the  terms  of  Confederation,  Caniida  pledges 
herself  to  build  a  railway  across  to  the  Pacific  in  ten 
years :  then  communication  being  effected,  there  is  every 
prospect  of  the  Dominion  becoming  a  most  powerful 
and  prosperous  State.  It  is  this  interregnum  which 
must  be  fraught  with  anxiety  to  both  them  and  us.  If 
that  can  be  tided  over,  their  unity  is  assured  ;  but, 
looking  at  the  situation  of  this  country,  the  struggling 
nature  of  its  existence,  and  the  barrenness  of  its  popu- 
lation, it  does  almost  seem  short-sighted  policy  entering 
the  Dominion  till  the  countries  are  connected  and  could 
mutually  assist  each  other.  It  may  be  said  that  Confe- 
deration will  make  that  progress  more  rapidly,  as 
undoubtedly  it  will,  but  it  places  both  in  a  peculiar 
position  till  attauied,  and  deciding  at  once  against  Im- 
perial Government  must  also  weaken  the  interest  Eng- 
land feels  in  a  colony  which,  from  its  circumstances,  had 
such  a  strong  claim  to  protection  and  assistance. 

But  the  act  is  consimimated,  and  a  Lieutenant- 
Governor  has  been  appointed  by  the  Dominion  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Trutch,  long  a  resident  in  this  country, 
and  who  possesses,  in  addition  to  knowledge  of  its 
resources  and  requirements,  keen  administrative  abiUty, 
so  that  to  no  better  hands  could  the  inauguration  of  the 
new  system  have  been  entrusted.  A  week  after  our 
arrival,  ex-covernor  Musgrave  left  for  England,  via  San 
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all  classes  of  tlio  little  community  ho  lias  ruled  over 
so  long  and  so  ably.  !May  he  soon  find  in  auotlier  and 
more  extended  spliere  that  field  for  the  exercise  of 
those  talents  and  social  qualities  whicli  were  conspi- 
cuous in  British  Columbia.  Shortly  before  his  departure 
he  was  present  on  board  at  a  performance  given  by 
our  talented  amateurs,  with  a  select  party  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen.  The  pieces  were  'Slasher  and  Crasher' 
and  '  J^ombastcs  Furioso.'  It  is  almost  needless  to  say 
that  the  performance  was  most  successful,  and  at  its 
termination  tlic  l)and  was  placed  on  the  stage,  a  dance 
being  a  fitting  finale  to  the  evening's  amusement. 
Grouse  shootini;  commenced  on  Auii^ust  10,  and  for 
some  time  after  in  the  woods  could  be  licard  continual 
popping  of  guns. 

As  all  wlio  come  to  the  Pacific  wish  to  know  concern- 
ing the  sport  to  be  met  with  in  Vancouver,  and  the 
general  aspect  of  the  country,  a  portion  of  this  chapter 
shall  be  devoted  to  that  subject,  in  continuation  (jf 
what  was  said  about  the  same  during  our  first  visit. 
It  will  serve  to  correct  any  little  inaccuracies  that 
may  have  then  crept  in,  for  our  second  visit  gave  us  a 
much  better  opportunity  of  observing  the  habits  &c. 
of  all  kinds  of  game,  as  it  was  during  the  shooting 
season ;  and  we  also  visited  lakes  and  streams  not  pre- 
viously known  or  fished  in  by  us. 

The  principal  game  birds  foimd  in  Vancouver  Island 
are  grouse,  although  ducks  of  nearly  every  variety  and 
a  few  kinds  of  geese  visit  the  numerous  lakes  and 
swamps   during    the   winter   on   their   passage  south. 
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Snipe  nrc  sometimes  Ibiintl,  tliougli  very  uncertain  ; 
also  sfind-liiil  cranes  pass  over  in  large  flocks  dining 
tlie  fall,  but  the  latter  are  dillieult  shooting. 

The  grouse  are  of  two  kinds,  blue  and  willow.  Blue 
grouse  arc  migratory  birds,  arriving  in  the  island  about 
the  end  of  Marcli,  and  during  the  spring  are  found 
chiefly  in  the  hilly  places,  their  whereabouts  being 
discovered  on  a  still  day  by  a  peculiar  dnmiming 
noise  made  by  the  cock  birds,  which  comes  from  the 
throat.  This  species  is  about  the  same  size  as  the 
black  game  of  Scotland,  but  the  males  are  not  so  dark, 
while  the  females  ai'c  darker  than  their  European  rela- 
tions. The  willow  grouse,  or,  as  it  is  more  commonly 
called  in  America,  the  '  tree  partridge,'  is  about  the 
size  of  an  English  grouse,  and  is  indigenous  to  Van- 
couver Island.  Their  flesh  is  darker  than  the  blue 
grouse,  and  has  a  finer  and  more  gamey  flavour. 

The  shooting  commences  on  August  10,  and  at  that 
time  both  kinds  are  found  in  cjreat  numbers  near 
the  corn  and  stubble-fields,  morning  and  evening. 
During  the  heat  of  tlie  day  the  blue  sleep  and  bask 
on  rocks,  while  the  willow  take  to  the  swamps.  When 
disturbed  these  birds  do  not  fly  far,  but  settle  in  a  tree, 
where  five  or  six  may  be  killed  in  succession  without  a 
single  bird  moving.  In  this  way  the  Indians,  who 
never  waste  a  charge,  kill  them.  About  September 
the  blue  grouse  go  back  to  the  open  mountains  to  feed 
on  berries,  and  this  is  the  best  sport,  as  they  are 
chiefiy  found   in   the  ferns,  and  tlien  strong  on  the 
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wing.     Tlicy  leave  tlie  country  about  October,  tliougli 
stniy  birds  are  found  uuich  later. 

After  the  corn-fields  are  picked  clean  the  willow 
grouse  go  btick  to  the  thick  wtwds  to  feed  on  crab- 
apples,  aibutus  berries,  &c.  Then  all  true  sport  with 
them  is  over,  as  they  keep  to  such  thick  places  that  a 
shot  is  seldom  obtained  except  in  a  tree. 

Black  bears  are  numerous  in  the  more  distant  forest, 
but  great  care  and  quiet  hunting  is  necessary  to  get 
a  shot.  They  are  not  dangerous,  and  easily  killed. 
Black  and  grey  wolves  are  very  numerous,  and  do 
great  damage  to  sheep-breeders.  An  animal  called  a 
panther  is  occasionally  killed,  but  it  is  wrongly  named, 
being  probably  the  cougar  of  North  America.  It  is 
very  fierce  if  driven  to  bay,  and  also  commits  great 
liavoc  among  (locks  and  herds,  though  pigs  are  his 
great  fancy.  They  sometimes  reach  the  length  of  ten 
feet  from  nose  to  tip  of  tail,  and  a  reward  of  ten 
dollars  is  paid  by  the  Colonial  Government  for  the 
liead  of  a  wolf  or  panther. 

Beavers,  coons,  mink,  marten,  &c.  are  also  found  all 
over  the  island.  Deer-shooting  commences  on  August  1, 
and  frequent  hunting  excursions  soon  made  it  evident 
to  us  that  deer  are  very  numerous  in  Vancouver  and 
adjoining  islands.  They  are  commonly  called  '  black- 
tail,'  from  the  colour  of  their  appendage,  but  are 
small,  the  general  weight  being  from  110  to  140  lbs. ; 
180  lbs.  was  the  heaviest  buck  we  ever  heard  of.  In 
spring,  when  the  young  grass  is  growing,  they  feed  on 


I 


!  '; 


;.   n 


' 


200 


OUR  JOl'h'NAL   IN  Tin:  VACIFIO        Cii.  Xf. 


.   :l 


the  sides  of  tlie  situill  liills  in  open  |)at(lies,  the 
swocti'st  gniHM  j^n twill;.'  Itclwot'ii  tlu;  rocks.  Tliey 
coiiiinoiu-u  at  dtiwii  of  day,  and  afur  brialcfast,  if  tlic 
morning  i.s  Ijiiglit,  frequently  lie  on  llie  rocl-c;^  basking 
in  tlic  sun.  Later  in  the  day  they  go  into  tlie  ihy, 
warm  bottoms,  and  slee[>  till  evening.  Tf  a  farm  is 
near  they  soon  find  out  the  yimng  wiieat  or  timothy- 
grass,  and  a  fence  must  l)e  very  higli  to  keep  them 
out.  The  farmers  sometimes  get  into  a  tree  towards 
evening,  near  wheie  the  deer  are  accustomed  to  enter 
the  field,  and  so  often  get  a  shot. 

As  summer  advances  tliey  go  back  to  the  moun- 
tainous districts,  and  after  the  continued  hot  weather 
has  scorched  up  all  the  grass  on  the  hill-sides,  feed  in 
the  swamj)s,  and  spend  the  day  in  the  deej)  valleys  and 
thickets.  At  this  time  they  arc  fond  of  standing  in 
the  [)Ools  of  mountain  streams,  and  even  lying  down 
in  the  shallow  water.  Late  in  autumn  and  towards 
winter  the  cold  and  snow  drives  them  down,  and  they 
arc  then  found  cloi^e  to  farms  and  settlements,  some- 
times seen  feeding  with  the  cattle.  Li  hunting  deer 
with  dogs,  as  is  often  done,  the  former  frequently  take 
to  the  water  if  any  lake  is  near.  It  is  a  curious  fact 
that  a  deer  shot  in  the  water  from  September  to  end 
of  March  floats,  Avhile  during  the  rest  of  the  year  it 
sinks  directly  you  have  fired.  Why,  we  never  could 
discover  ;  but  it  is,  however,  perfectly  true.  The  best 
and  mr-st  sportsmanlike  way,  liowcver,  of  killing  deer 
is  '  still  hunting,'  though  it  is  rather  lonely  work,  for 
tlie  hunter  ought   to   be   alone,  and   cannot  go  too 
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quii'tly.  Ill  tolcrjibly  open  rountry  a  rifle  is  be'st,  but 
if  tiiick,  rough  ^m-ouikI,  a  ^-^l<)()lh  bore,  bucU-sliot  in 
one  barrel  aud  a  ball  iu  the  t)ther.  If  tlu-rc  lias  been 
a  slight  fall  of  snow,  the  hunter  can  follow  the  fresh 
tracks,  and  thus  get  a  shot;  if  no  snow,  then  he  must 
depend  u[)on  his  knowledge  of  the  country  and  skill  in 
the  craft,  making  up  his  mind  for  hard  work,  for  he 
will  often  have  to  walk  a  long  distance  before  being 
rewarded  with  a  shot,  and  also  always  being  prepared, 
an  he  will  frequently 'jump  '  a  deer  in  the  ferns  or 
scrub.  These  deer  can  generally  be  made  to  stand  by 
giving  a  sharp  whistle,  and  under  this  process  I  have 
known  men  iivo  as  many  as  five  shots  at  one  deer,  in 
the  excitement  unable  to  hit  till  the  animal  has  even- 
tually junij)ed  over  the  rocks  into  the  nearest  thicket 
in  perfect  bodily  health. 

During  our  stay  at  Vancouver,  a  very  favourite  way 
of  si)ending  a  week  was  cam[)iiig  out  in  tlie  woods, 
living  in  the  most  simple  way,  and  if  a  deer  was 
brought  back  it  was  considered  siifllcient  recompense 
for  any  little  discomforts  experienced.  As  most  of 
these  expeditions  were  similar  to  each  other,  the 
following  account  of  a  week's  cam[)iiig  out  will  give  a 
very  good  idea  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  Vancouver 
forests,  and  the  enjoyment  to  be  derived  from  one  of 
these  excm*sions. 

It  was  on  a  Tuesday  morning  in  the  first  week  of 
August,  consequently  the  hottest  period  of  summer, 
that  B.  and  I  lauded,  bound  on  a  camping-out  expe- 
dition, the  prosecution  of  which  had  been  revolving  in 
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our  minds  for  some  time,  and  was  now  uboiit  to  be  put 
into  execution. 

We  started  with  very  little  provision  ;  in  fact,  carry- 
ing everything  considered  necessary  on  our  backs,  for 
we  intended  that  our  guns  should  obtain  our  daily 
food,  and  shelter  at  night  be  obtained  from  a  tent 
improvised  on  the  spot  selected. 

Slight  though  were  our  requirements,  we  were, 
nevertheless,  almost  stifled  by  the  heat  and  weight 
carried  before  half  a  mile  had  been  traversed,  though 
we  had  set  out  to  walk  twelve  miles  through  the  bush, 
swamps,  and  pine  forests,  that  appear  to  have  no  end- 
ing, to  a  spot  +liat  neither  had  any  knowledge  of, 
except  that  it  was  somewhere  in  that  direction  ;  such 
was  tlie  exuV*erance  of  our  spirits  at  getting  rid  for  a 
time  of  routine  and  that  life  on  board  ship  which, 
without  relaxation,  becomes  so  monotonous.  Lut  walk- 
ing half  a  mile  had  a  most  miraculous  effect  in  redu(;ing 
this  exultation  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and  we  felt  in 
a  fix,  besides  nearly  done  up.  But  that  self-same  little 
cherub  that  sits  up  aloft  and  looks  after  poor  Jack 
now  came  to  our  aid  in  the  most  pleasant  and  un- 
expected manner,  for  just  then  we  chanced  to  meet  a 
well-known  friend  and  guide  to  naval  ofTicers  when 
deerstalking,  the  son  of  a  farmer  in  that  quarter.  He, 
seeing  our  circumstances,  told  us  to  wait  where  we 
were,  then  ran  home,  brought  his  horse,  packed  every- 
thing on  it,  and,  constituting  himself  as  guide,  took  us 
under  his  protection,  and  we  started  afresh,  lighter  in 
body  and  mind. 
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For  the  first  four  or  five  miles  we  jogged  along  by  a 
beaten  trail  to  the  foot  of  Green  Mountain,  passing 
Thetis  and  Pike  Lakes.     A  very  steep  climb  up  the 
side  of  this  hill  at  lenu'tli  brought  us  to  the  summit. 
We  here  had  a  splendid  view  of  the  eastern  part  of  the 
island,  showing  the  city  of  Victoria,  straits  of  Juan-de- 
Fuca,  and  island  of  San  Juan  ;  Avliile  down  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain  we  looked  upon  some  of  the  lovely 
lakes  which  are  dotted  here  and  there  all  over  Van- 
couver Island.     Our  way  then  led  us  down  a  very 
gradual  descent  over  Glide  Mountain,  along  the  crest 
of  a  range  of  small  hills  till  we  arrived  at  Grasshopper 
Hill,  which  our  guide  told  us  overlooked  our  camping- 
ground.     We  here  had  to  dispense  with  the  use  of  our 
horse,  the  descent  of  the  hill  being  too  rough  and  steep 
for  him.     Indeed,  it  had  been  a  wonder  to  us  for  some 
time  how  he  had  got  along  as  he  had,  climbing  up 
banks  and  stepping  over  places  which  required  great 
care  on  our  own  part.     Accordingly  we  unloaded  him, 
and  transferred  the  various  articles  to  our  backs,  and, 
with  a  good  look  all  round  to  get  on  difiorent  bearings 
of  landmarks,  descended   to   ouv  proposed  camping- 
place — one  of  the  loveliest   little  spots  I  have   ever 
seen,  on  the  banks  of  a  small  lake,  200  yards  long  and 
80  wide,  frinjred  with  water-lilies.     Ilavinf^r  selected  a 
spot  on  the  shelving  bank  with  easy  access  to  and  from 
the  lake,  we  dismissed  our  guide,  first  exacting  a  pro- 
mise that  he  would  make  his  appearance  with  the  horse 
in  eight  days'  time,  then  set  to  work  to  build  a '  leau-to  ' 
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or  rough  kind  of  hut,  also  provide  a  repast  for  that 
evening  and  the  next  morning. 

We  constructed  our  rude  dwelhng  after  this  wise. 
First  cutting  two  poles  about  5  feet  high,  we  placed 
them  in  the  ground  4  feet  apart ;  across  the  top  was 
another  straight  piece  of  spruce  fir ;  then  some  half 
a  dozen  more  spruce  bouglis,  7  feet  long,  were  placed 
about  5  feet  from  tlie  foot  of  the  frame,  leaning  against 
the  cross  pole  all  on  one  side,  with  smaller  bouglis 
intertwined  to  fill  up  the  space.  When  finished,  we 
were  delighted  with  the  appearance  of  our  '  lean-to,' 
and  then  proceeded  in  quest  of  supper,  I  taking  a  gun, 
while  B.,  tying  a  casting-hne  to  a  piece  of  stick,  went 
down  to  the  lake  for  fish.  In  less  than  an  hour  we 
met  again  with  a  brace  of  grouse  and  three  or  four 
tolerably-sized  trout.  It  being  now  late,  a  fire  was  at 
once  lit  close  to  our  habitation.  B.,  by  virtue  of  his 
past  experience,  was  constituted  cook,  and  proved  an 
adept,  producing  an  excellent  repast,  to  which,  after 
the  day's  labour,  both  did  ample  justice.  Afterwards 
we  placed  dry  spruce-boughs  inside  to  make  a  bed, 
laid  out  our  blankets,  lit  our  pipes,  mixed  a  potation  of 
hot  grog,  and  then,  having  placed  wood  on  the  fire  to 
make  it  last  as  far  into  the  night  as  possible,  lay  doAvn 
in  our  '  lean-to,'  our  heads  inside,  and  our  feet  pro- 
truding about  a  foot  outside,  feeling  at  peace  with  all 
the  world.  But  our  slumbers  were  summarily  dis- 
turbed a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards  by  a  loud 
bellowing,  apparently  on  the  other  side  of  the  lake. 
B.'s  past  experience  suggested  a  panther  or  wolf,  whilst 
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my  idea  was  of  deer  calling  to  each  ofher,  and  we 
argued  the  question  till  both  fell  asleep  again,  while  the 
noise  continued  at  intervals.  At  4  a.m.  we  rose,  and 
just  before  daylight  started  on  our  first  excursion  after 
deer.  We  soon  separated,  going  different  sides  of  the 
mountain,  with  an  understanding  to  meet  on  the  oppo- 
site ;  but  somehow  both  missed  the  other,  and  did  not 
meet  at  the  camp  until  about  eleven  in  the  forenoon, 
B.  had  seen  two  or  three  deer,  and  said  '  if  lie  had  had 
a  rifle  could  lu  ve  shot  them.'  Of  course  I  had  the  rifle 
and  had  seen  nothing,  while  he  had  the  gun ;  mats, 
iiiiiiporte.  After  a  breakfast  of  grouse  and  trout,  with 
a  short  rest,  we  again  started  for  deer  and  our  daily 
food. 

Thus  we  lived  and  repeated  our  routine  day  after 
day,  each  one  distinguished  from  the  other  by  various 
little  exciting  adventures;  entirely  by  ourselves  among 
these  hills,  everything  in  a  wild  state,  no  signs  of 
human  beings  within  several  miles. 

It  was  on  the  fourth  day  that  we  got  a  deer.  B. 
and  I  had  started  early  as  usual,  and  separated,  each 
going  his  own  way ;  but  it  soon  came  on  to  rain  ;  so, 
not  being  a  very  ardent  sportsman,  I  returned  to  camp 
to  keep  blankets  dry,  &c.  Three  hours'  rain  sufficed  to 
wet  everything  completely  ;  then  the  fire  went  out,  the 

breakfast  spoilt,  and  no  signs  of  B ;  so  I  began  to 

feel  miserable,  j^  t  last,  however,  I  heard  a  '  cooing,' 
and  shouted  lustily  in  reply,  but  could  not  make  out 
his  whereabouts,  for  the  hills  all  round  echoed  and 
mocked  me  every  time  I  imagined  I  had  found  out  the 
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right  direction.     I  now  began  to  feel  anxious,  for  it 

was  evident  li was  calling  for  asbistance,  and  might 

have  shot  himself  or  be  otherwise  dangerously  hurt.  I 
determined  to  go  in  wli:it  I  believed  to  be  tlie  light 
direction,  and  fortunately  picked  out  the  correct  one, 
for  walking  round  the  foot  of  ]itdd  Mountain  I  came 

u])on  poor  J3 Jyi'iJ;,  <J^i  ''^  bank  completely  exliausted, 

whilst  l)y  his  side  lay  a  fuie  doe  which  he  would  not 
abandon.  ITis  joy  at  seeing  me  knew  no  boiuids.  It 
appeared  he  had  shot  her  more  than  a  mile  away,  then 
tying  the  four  feet  together,  had  struggled  on  under 
this  weight  till  he  dro})pcd  where  I  found  him.  Ee- 
lieving  him  of  the  weight,  we  got  back  to  camp  and 
hung  up  the  doe,  which  we  afterwards  found  weighed 
90  lbs.  As  our  experience  in  deerstalking  became 
great,  so  the  number  we  saw  increased :  we  did  not, 
however,  get  another,  though  had  several  shots  with 
the  rifle.  They  are  not  so  easy  to  hit  as  many  think, 
even  when  brought  to  a  standstill  by  a  shrill  whistle, 
which  plan  I  always  found  had  the  desired  effect, 
though  but  momentary.  In  trusting  to  our  guns  for 
food  we  once  or  twice  had  an  empty  larder  for  several 
hours,  especially  one  day,  when  not  a  grouse  was  to  be 
seen  or  a  fish  to  bite,  though  w^e  wandered  about  after 
the  former  all  day,  occasionally  interrogating  the  latter, 
till  late  in  the  evening.  Then  we  came  upon  a  pack 
of  grouse,  close  to  the  camp,  which  were  kind  enough 
to  remain  in  the  vicinity  till  we  had  shot  two  brace  and 
a  half.  No  birds  were  ever  watched  more  keenly  than 
these  while  undei'going  the  process  of  cooking.     None 
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liavc  I  ever  eiijoycd  witli  a  keener  rcilisli.  Sorry,  in- 
deed, were  "we  wlien  tlie  oiglit  days  oxjiued  and  our 
j^uide  gave  a  view  halloa  from  tlie  top  of  Grasshopper 
Hill.  It  was  only  now,  when  caded  upon  to  bid  adieu 
to  our  little  hut  and  its  surroundings,  we  felt  how  happy 
and  pleasant  it  had  all  been  camping  in  ihc  silent,  beau- 
tiful valley  by  the  side  of  the  little  lake  ;  the  joys  and 
liardships,  the  hungry  days  and  convivial  evenings, 
and  the  freedom  from  care,  society  and  its  ties,  in  this 
semi-savage  kind  of  life.  To  those,  however,  who  are 
careful  in  comfort,  not  wishing  to  rough  it  unless  abso- 
lutely obliged,  I  should  not   recommend  to  attempt 

camping  out  in  the  forest.     Neither  B nor  myself 

were  troubled  about  those  things,  and  we  returned  on 
board  with  our  deer,  vastly  improved  in  health,  and  a 
friendship  cemented  by  mutual  assistance. 

Now  a  few  words  concerning  trout  fishing.  Nearly 
every  lake  in  the  country  abounds  with  trout ;  some 
contain  small,  and  a  few,  large  ones.  These  trout  are 
different  in  appearance  from  their  British  brethren, 
liaAdng  no  red  spots,  while  the  brown  are  very  abim- 
dant,  especially  about  the  tail.  These  fish  take  a  fly 
readily  in  the  spring  or  autumn ;  a  bright  warm  day 
is  best,  with  a  very  light  breeze.  The  rivers  contain  a 
larger  species  of  trout ;  they  are  more  graceful  in  sliape 
than  the  lake  fish,  and  when  in  condition  are  beautiful, 
their  bellies  white  as  snow  and  sides  like  a  buttercup. 
They  are  very  strong,  and,  as  the  rivers  arc  rn})id,  give 
splendid  sport.  In  the  Comox  and  Cami)bell  rivers 
2i  lbs.  is  the  general  size,  though  they  arc  caught  up 
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to  5  or  G  lbs.     Sea  trout  arc  also  killed  in  the  mouths 
of  these  rivers. 

The  best  months  for  the  rivers  are  May  and  early 
June  ;  a'iain  from  end  of  Au<»ust  to  middle  of  October. 
In  the  warm  sunnner  they  are  full  of  snow  water,  the 
heat  of  the  sun  melting  it  on  the  mountains;  at  this 
time  the  trout  will  not  rise.  The  flies  for  Vancouver 
Island  should  be  large  and  gaudy ;  hooks,  No.  4  or 
5,  Limerick  bend  ;  the  bodies  red,  blue,  yellow,  black, 
green,  or  peacock,  with  wing  of  turkey,  mallard, 
teal,  or  white  goose  feather.  They  should  be  dressed 
full,  and  ribbed  with  gold.  For  the  rivers  they  should 
be  nmch  larger,  No.  1  or  2  hook.  In  the  Comox  we 
found  they  took  best  a  fly  as  large  as  a  good  grilse  fly. 
White  wings  are  always  good. 

The  best  lakes  for  trout  nearest  Esquimalt  Ilarbour 
are  Little  Thetis,  Long  and  Pike,  one  and  a  half  to  three 
miles  from  head  of  the  harbour.  Swan  Lake,  four  miles 
distant,  contains  fine  strong  fish  up  to  2  lbs.,  with  i:)lenty 
of  boats  to  fi^h  out  of ;  but  this  lake  is  uncertain.  Early 
in  May  is  the  best  season.  Prospect  and  Beaver  Lakes, 
nine  and  eight  miles  respectively,  are  good  localities, 
especially  the  fornier,  the  trout  in  it  large,  bright,  silvery 
fish,  and  best  flavoured  of  any  in  the  district.  The  best 
fly  for  this  lake  is  called  the  Matthews  fly.  Two  miles 
distant  from  Prospect,  and  one  from  Beaver  Lake,  there 
is  a  good  inn  kept  by  Stephens,  who  has  boats  on  both. 
His  wife  is  an  excellent  cook,  and  provides  good  sup- 
pers at  a  moderate  rate.  The  best  rivers  arc  Cowit- 
chin,  Chemanos,  Comox,  and  Campbell.    The  first  three 
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Clin  be  reached  by  steamer  from  Victoria,  the  latter  by 
canoe  from  Comox.  Of  the  other  rivers  we  know 
nothing,  but  no  doubt  they  improve  as  you  leave  civili- 
sation behind.  For  grouse-shooting,  the  mountains 
behind  Metchoosen,  near  to  the  Gold  Stream,  are  good 
localities,  though  they  are  found  everywhere  round 
Esquimau  Harbour.  From  Green  Mountain  along  to 
Bidd  and  Saanich  Mountains  are  good  resorts  for  deer  ; 
three  or  four  can  be  found  on  any  morning  by  a  careful 
hunter.  An  old  hunter,  a  Frenchman,  resides  on  the 
bank  of  Prospect  Lake  in  a  log  hut,  and  lives  by  hunt- 
ing :  he  is  an  excellent  guide  for  any  one  in  search  of 
sport.  One  word  of  advice,  however,  before  leaving 
the  subject — do  not  form  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the 
shooting  or  fishing  in  Vancouver  Island.  Neither  one 
nor  the  other  can  be  obtained  without  hard  work 
and  occasional  disappointments;  but  there  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  in  the  hitherto  unpenetrated  region 
of  the  interior  there  is  an  abundance  of  all  species  of 
game,  large  and  small. 

Cricket  at  Vancouver  this  time  was  more  successful 
than  the  previous  year.  The  first  match  was  the 
'  Sparrowhawk  '  and  ourselves  against  the  Victoria  Club, 
played  at  Beacon  Hill.  Winning  the  toss,  the  V.  C. 
went  in  first,  but,  mainly  owing  to  the  unerring  bowl- 
ing of  Lieutenant  B ,  they  were  quickly  disposed  of 

for  17  runs.     The  Navy  then  went  to  the  wickets,  and 

made  a  capital  innings  of  108,  of  which  B and 

E contributed  36  and  21  respectively.  In  the  second 

innings  of  the  V.  C.  a  better  stand  was  made,  but  they 
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could  only  obtain  63,  leaving  the  Navy  winners  by  one 
innings  and  28  runs  to  spare.  The  return  match  was 
played  on  September  IG,  resulting  in  another  victory 
for  the  Navy  by  14  runs  on  the  first  innings,  there  not 
being  time  for  the  second.  The  only  otlier  match  was 
at  Col  wood,  Victoria  and  Esquimalt  against  the  Fleet, 
in  which  the  latter  were  beaten  by  one  innings  and  90 
runs  to  spare.  For  some  time  the  Amateur  Dramatic 
Company  had  been  preparing  to  give  a  performance  at 
the  Theatre  Eoyal,  Victoria,  to  assist  the  funds  of  the 
Mechanics'  Institute,  now  at  rather  a  low  ebb ;  so  on 
October  9  the  performance  came  off,  and  the  following 
account  is  given  by  the  '  British  Colonist ' : — 

'  The  very  full  attendance  at  the  Theatre  Eoyal  on 
Monday  night  was  the  most  fitting  mark  of  appreciation 
that  could  be  extended  to  the  gentlemen  who  tendered 
their  valuable  aid  in  behalf  of  an  object  so  meritorious 
as  the  Mechanics'  Institute.  The  audience  was  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  fashionable  that  has  assembled 
at  the  theatre  for  several  years,  and  the  performance, 
though  not  free  from  some  of  the  faults  that  are  in- 
separable from  amateur  entertainments,  was  exceedingly 
clever.  The  "  Zealous  "  band  played  several  overtures 
with  good  spirit  and  taste,  and  shortly  after  8  o'clock 
Lieutenant  S.  Eardley-Wilmot  came  before  the  curtain 
and  delivered  the  following  happy  and  original 

'PJiOLOGUE. 

'  I  wish  with  all  my  heart  the  stage  and  tOAvn 
Would  both  agree  to  cry  all  prologues  down, 
That  we,  no  more  obliged  to  say  or  sing, 
Might  drop  this  useless,  necesstiry  thing ; 
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No  more,  with  awkward  strut  before  the  curtain, 

Chant  out  some  rhymes  there's  neither  good  nor  hurt  in. 

But  lest,  in  thoughtless  innocence  of  heart, 

You  expect  of  us  too  nuich  histrionic  art, 

Those  few  words  I  now  feel  called  upon  to  say — 

Bear  them  well  in  mind  all  you  I  pray — 

Our  troupe  consists,  no  doubt  as  you're  aware, 

Of  men  alone ;  we  have  no  damsels  fair 

To  add  a  charm  with  pretty  faces ; 

Ours,  alas  !  arc  very  ancient  graces. 

Unformed  by  nature  to  don  the  dimity, 

But  making  virtue  of  a  dire  necessity. 

Since  past  experience  has  taught  to  all  mankind, 

A  ship  is  better  without  the  womankind. 

For  the  others  their  excuse  must  be. 

Dramatic  art's  not  learnt  upon  the  sea ; 

And  if  good  acting  is  not  always  seen, 

Kcmember,  'tis  better  to  be  a  Nelson  than  a  Kemble  or  a 

Kean, 
We  come  here,  then,  in  worthy  cause. 
And  ask  your  charity,  if  not  applause. 
With  candour,  critics,  to  that  cause  attend ; 
Let  pity  to  our  lighter  errors  bend — 
Forgive  at  least,  but,  if  you  can,  commend. 

'  The  prologue  was  received  with  prolonged  applause, 
and  the  fine  comedy  of  "  Naval  Engagements  "  com- 
menced. All  the  parts  were  well  sustained.  Mr. 
Brimfield  personated  Admiral  Kingston  with  becoming 
dignity.  The  cliaractcr  of  Lieut.  Kingston  was  taken 
by  Lieut.  Eardley-Wilmot,  Short  by  Mr.  Ommanney, 
Dennis  by  Mr.  Corbet,  Mrs.  Pontifiex  by  Mr.  Baring, 
Miss  Mortimer  by  Mr.  Allen.  All  played  their  ])arts 
remarkably  well,  and  were  much  applauded.  The 
burlesque  of  "  The  Babes  in  the  Wood  "  was  admirably 
put  on.  Lieut.  Eardley-Wilmot's  Sir  Eowland  Macas- 
sar was  a  line  representation  of  tlie  remorseless  uncle, 
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and  lie  walked  the  stiv^c  with  the  HeH-|)l)^^session  of  a 
veteran  professional,  besides  being  reniarktdjly  correct 
in   his   part.      The   make-up   of  Mr.   Onnnauncy   as 
Tommy,  and  Mr.  Allen  as  Sally,  was  ludicrous  in  the 
extreme.     Sully's  ankles  were  much  admired.      The 
ruffian  bushiess  was  done  by  Mr.  Corbet  and  Mr.  C. 
Elton.     Mr.  Mossom  as  Lady  Macassar  was  as  blood- 
thirsty  as   Lady   ^lacbeth,   and    Mr.    Baring   as   the 
Nursery  Governess  was  energetic  and  graceful.     The 
choruses  were  all  well  sustained,  Mr,  Elton  accom- 
panying upon  the  piano.     When  the  curtain  was  rung 
down,  the  audience,   screaming  with  merriment,  de- 
manded an  encore  of  the  last  scene,  and  finally  called 
Tommy  and  Sally  out  to  admire  the  young  lady's  feet. 
"  Timothy  to  the  Ecscue  "  is  a  laughable  farce,  and  had 
been  well  cast.     Mr.  Timothy  Spangle  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Corbet.     This   is   a  very  dilficult   rule,  requiring 
frequent   changes,  but   was  rendered  in  an  anmsing 
and  correct  manner  by  the  gentleman.     Mrs.  Incubus 
was  done  by  Mr.  C.  Elton  with  a  style  and  air  that 
drew  tears  of  laughter,  and  bouquets  of  (cauli)  llowers 
from  others.     It  was,  indeed,  a  most  laughable  per- 
sonation.    Mr.   Ommanney  as  Samj^son  Whiffles  was 
remarkably  amusing  and  lively,  while  the  tout  ensemble 
of  Mr.  Allen  as  Mrs.  W^hiffles  was  superb.     Mr.  Greet 
as  Tompkins,  and  Mr.  Davey  as  Hunx,  were  very  good. 
When  the  curtain  fell  there  were  loud  cheers,  and  as 
the  audience  filed  out  the  band  played  the  National 
Anthem.     The  entertainment  will  probably  add  a  con- 
siderable  sum   to    the    depicted    exchequer    of    the 
Mechanics'  Institute. 
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After  paying  ofT  all  oxpenses,  the  sum  of  $]?>{)  was 
liandcd  over  to  the  serretary  of  tlie  Institute,  wiio 
expressed  liimself  iis  luucli  surprised  as  gratified  by  the 
lesult ;  and  at  the  next  general  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  oificers  for 
(heir  kind  efforts. 

On  the  Prince  of  Wales's  birthday,  the  Lieut.- 
Governor  gave  a  ball  at  Government  House,  whieh 
was  a  great  success.  Only  one  little  drawback  existed, 
hi  the  fact  that  the  Bishop  was  going  to  hold  a 
confirmation-class  a  few  days  after,  and  the  candidates 
were  nearly  all  ladies,  who  folt  thus  debarred  from 
attending  the  ball.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be  quite 
correct  to  say  that  all  the  youth  and  beauty  of  the 
colony  were  there,  and  diflicult  to  say  who  felt  the 
deprivation  most.  Notwithstanding,  thcj  supply  was 
equal  to  the  demand,  and  no  lack  of  i)artners  existed. 
A  most  sumptuous  supper  heightened  the  gaiety  ;  while 
our  band,  with  a  creditable  abstinence  till  the  end, 
preserved  the  regularity  of  their  time  and  rei)utati(jii 
earned  in  many  a  like  proceeding.  The  ball  was  kept 
up  with  great  spirit  till  5  a.m.,  and  the  loud  expressions 
of  pleasure  from  all  were  a  slight  acknowledgment  to 
the  Governor  and  his  wife  for  their  unremitting  ex- 
ertions to  make  everybody  feel  at  home  and  enjoy 
themselves. 

Our  stay  at  Vancouver  Island  was  now  drawing  to 
a  close.  The  four  months  s[)ent  there  had  prssed  very 
pleasantly.  The  ship  had  been  refitted,  and  the  health 
of  the  men  materially  improved.    But  the  weather  had 
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become  cold  and  wet,  witli  occasional  j^'alos  of  wind,  so 
WG  felt  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  make  a  start  cro  it 
should  get  worse.  The  citizens  of  Victoria  gave  a 
farewell  ball  to  the  Admiral  on  November  28,  and  on 
the  30th,  bidding  adieu  to  Vancouver  Island  for  the 
last  time,  we  steamed  out  of  Esquimalt  Harbour,  casting 
many  a  wistful  look  behind,  for  we  had  learned  to  love 
the  spot  and  its  surroundings ;  feeling  regret,  too,  at 
having  to  leave  so  many  friends  whom  we  might  not 
see  again.  '  For  we  know  not  the  way  we  are  going, 
nor  yet  whore  our  two  ways  may  meet,  or  may  cross. 
Life  hath  set  no  landmarks  before  us.'  But  then 
came  a  comforter  in  the  thought  that  this  was  the 
first  step  towards  that  accomplishment  to  which  all  are 
beginning  to  look  forward — a  return  to  old  England. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


VANCOUVER  TSLAND  TO  HAN  FUANCIHCO — EKPECTS  OF  A  Q.U.K  nV  WIND- 
MAN  OVKRIIOAUI) — AKHIVK  AT  SAN  VKANCIHCO— IM.NKHrt  OK  TIIK  PKINCK 
OP  WAr.EH — DANCE  ON  HOAUD,  AS  DKSCllIIIKI)  HY  THE  •  CIIKONICLK '— 
A  COLLIHON — KAHKWEr.r,  TO  HAN  KKANCIWOO — KKMAUK8  ON  AOUICtJI,- 
TtJRE  AND  MINKS — AUniVE  AT  MAZATLAN— HTATK  oK  MEXICO— UKllL'l- 
8ITION8  OK  THE  KEVOLUTIONISTm— DANCE  ON  SlfOUE  AND  ON  DOAKD 
—  MEXICAN  CIIAKACTMUISTICS  —  SHININd  PAUTIES  —  LEAVE  MAZATI.AN 
AND  AKIUVE  AT  SAN    IlIiAiJ — LOCAL  TOUMENTOlW — TUB   INDIAN   CHIEF. 

The  anticipations  tliat  some  unpleasant  weather  would 
be  experienced  before  reaching  San  Francisco  were 
destined  to  be  fully  realised,  for  we  witc  scarcely 
clear  of  the  Straits  of  Fuca  when  a  strong  south-east 
gale  commenced,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  sea.  For 
two  days  it  blew  with  great  force,  and  rained  con- 
tinually, the  ship  rolling  as  much  as  41°. 

This  unusual  motion  crcu  ed  great  havoc  amongst 
the  many  articles  comprising  a  sea-stock,  as  well  as 
property  of  all  sorts,  which,  in  the  hurry  of  departure, 
short  interval  between  meeting  the  gale,  and  long 
immunity  from  the  necessity,  had  not  been  placed  in  a 
state  of  safety.  Vancouver  is  justly  renowned  for  its 
apples,  which  we  did  not  forget  when  leaving.  There 
were  few  places  where  the  contents  of  two  or  three 
casks  containing  these  did  not  penetrate  during  the 
first  night,  and  made  a  pleasing  variety  when  mixed 
with  antlers,  photograph-books,  desks,  and  mixed 
pickles,  well  seasoned  with  salt  water,  and  reduced  to 
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submission  by  the  repeated  attacks  of  an  ice-chest, 
which  fetched  away  and  defied  all  efforts  for  some 
time  to  restrain  its  energy. 

The  porte  appeared  better  adapted  to  letting  the 
water  in  than  keeping  it  ont,  not  having  been  properly 
fitted  when  the  ship  left  England.  The  surplus  water 
thus  received  found  a  good  outlet  below,  for  the  work- 
ing of  the  ship  opening  the  scams  of  the  deck  in  many 
places,  the  water  took  advantage  of  it,  and  few  cabins 
were  without  a  complete  shower-bath.  Complete  in 
that  it  did  not  leave  an  inch  free  from  its  effects  ;  and 
sleep  only  was  procurable  under  an  umbrella  and  two 
watei'proofs  to  those  who,  having  buffeted  wind  and 
rain  for  four  hours  on  deck,  did  not  feel  disposed  to 
seek  new  habitations. 

Up  to  the  morning  of  December  4,  though  tliere 
had  been  much  discomfort,  no  accident  had  taken 
place  of  any  description ;  and,  on  seeing  a  gradual 
return  to  fine  weather,  we  were  beginning  to  con- 
gratulate ourselves  on  our  immunity  from  the  usual 
consequences.  But  on  that  day  we  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  a  man  overboard,  named  Heath,  who,  with 
others,  was  employed  stowing  the  jib  which  had  just 
been  taken  in.  A  blow  on  the  head  from  the  sheet- 
block  knocked  him  into  the  water,  and  though  a  life- 
buoy was  thrown  close  by,  consciousness  appeared  to 
have  left  him,  and  he  sunk  without  much  effort  to 
reach  it,  and  before  the  boat  was  lowered.  There  was 
a  good  deal  of  sea  at  the  time,  sufficient  to  cause 
lowering  and  hoisting  a  boat  attendant  with  risk ; 
especially  the   latter,  which   not   the  most  ingenious 
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of  contrivances  will  ever  render  otherwise  than  a 
difficult  manoDuvre  to  perform  successfully  in  a  heavy 
seaway.  But  all  things  must  come  to  an  end.  After 
five  days  of  thoroughly  disagreeable  weather,  a  change 
for  the  better  took  place.  The  barometer,  which  had 
been  very  low,  rose  ;  and  during  the  night  of  Decem- 
ber 5  a  calm  succeeded.  Steam  was  then  called  into 
requisition,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  light  north- 
west wind  enabled  us  to  come  to  our  old  quarters  olf 
the  Pacific  Mail  Steamers'  Wharf,  San  Francisco,  on 
December  9.  As  this  was  to  be  our  last  ■'nsit  to  a 
place  where,  by  reason  of  three  previous  visits,  we  had 
found  friends  to  increase,  and  enjoyment  in  like  ratio, 
we  had  determined  that  our  intended  short  stay  on  this 
occasion  should  not  fall  short  in  gaiety  on  that  account. 
But  soon  all  joy  was  turned  into  sorrow,  for  we  had 
arrived  at  the  most  critical  time  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales's  illness,  no  intimation  of  which  as  being  of  a 
serious  natui'c  had  reached  us  at  Vancouver  Island 
before  starting.  So  serious  now  was  it  that  a  bulletin 
the  same  evening  in  a  local  paper  gave  a  full  and  cir- 
cumstantial description  of  his  death,  though  the  deep 
gloom  on  board  which  followed  was  partially  removed 
by  the  contradiction  on  the  morrow.  Our  friends  on 
shore,  not  understanding  the  depth  to  which  the  teel- 
ing  of  loyalty  has  descended,  or  rather  how  it  is 
engrafted  in  our  hearts,  though,  perhaps,  not  strongly 
brought  out  till  under  the  pressure  of  great  excite- 
ment ;  ignorant  also  of  that  personal  attachment  which 
Her  Majesty  and  family,  especially  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
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have  always  evoked  from  those  with  whom  they  have 
come  in  contact;  rather  thinking  the  reverse  from 
the  continual  misrepresentations  of  demagogues — they 
could  not  appreciate  that  abstention  from  gaiety  which 
all  felt  it  incumbent  on  them  to  maintain  ;  and  I  dare 
say  their  prayers  for  his  recovery  were  nearly  as  heart- 
felt as  our  own,  thougli  proceeding  from  a  different 
cause.  But  the  glad  tidings  of '  out  of  danger '  came 
some  ten  days  after ;  so,  to  celebrate  the  event,  and  as 
a  last  reminiscence  of  the  '  Zealous,'  preparations  were 
made  to  give  a  grand  afternoon  party  the  following 
Thursday.  The  week  commenced  badly.  There  had 
been  a  drought  foi  two  years,  and  fearful  things  were 
pi'edicted  if  rain  did  not  come  this  year.  With  our 
usual  luck  in  experiencing  unusual  circumstances,  it 
came  now  with  a  vengeance,  and  with  such  earnestness 
that  by  Wednesday  several  inches  of  rain  had  fallen, 
whilst  the  wind  howled  continuously  in  a  south-east 
gale.  It  did  not  look  promising.  However,  we  pre- 
pared; and  the  weather  moderating  to  half  a  gale, 
with  less  rain  on  Thursday,  our  nearing  departure  also 
preventing  postponement,  scouts  were  sent  out  to 
bring  those  who  were  willing  to  brave  the  dangers  of 
the  deep.  By  2  p.m.  a  goodly  company  were  assembled, 
and  dancing  immediately  commenced.  The  proceed- 
ings are  thus  quaintly  and  characteristically  described 
by  the  San  Francisco  '  Chronicle,'  under  the  heading  of 

'SOCIAL  GOSSIP. 
'  Reception  on  H.B.M.S.  "  Zealous." 
*  Nereids  treading  the  mazy  with  the  Rxilera  of  the  Sea. 
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'  By  several  of  our  social  queens  it  had  been  pro- 
phesied that  the  festivities  of  this  season  would,  like 
angels'  visits,  be  few  and  far  between,  and  many  a  fair 
heart  drooped  beneath  the  blighting  announcement.  But 
last  week,  in  spite  of  the  prognostications  of  these  all- 
knowing  goddesses,  and  despite  even  the  ugly  contraries 
of  King  jEoIus,  pleasure  has  reigned  supreme  amid  our 
social  nebula,  and  his  star  is  still  in  the  ascendant. 

'  RECErilOX   ON   THE    "  ZEALOUS." 

'  The  announcement  that  a  reception  would  be  given 
on  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Zealous "  caused  a  flutter 
among  the  votaries  of  Terpsichore.  At  lialf-past  or. .. 
the  steam-launch  left  the  "Zealous"  and  came  to 
Brannan  Street  Wharf  to  remove  the  guests.  But  few 
were  those,  however,  for  the  timid  fair  ones  had  been 
cowed  by  the  grim  aspect  of  the  heavens.  So  a  de- 
tachment of  the  officers  were  sent  to  reassure  them, 
and  offer  their  strong  arms  as  escorts.  The  brave 
sons  of 

'MARS  AND  NEPTUNE 

'  are  irresistible  to  the  gentler  sex,  and  in  a  very  brief 
space  of  time  might  the  launch  have  been  seen  steam- 
ing away  with  a  gallant  and  precious  burden.  Though 
the  "  Zealous  "  lies  well  out  in  the  stream,  the  distance 
was  spanned  in  a  very  few  minutes  by  the  swift  httle 
craft,  which  soon  lay  alongside.  And  now  was  an 
interesting  scene.  The  gangway  was  lined  with  officers, 
each  having  a  friend  on  the  launch — some  a  dozen — 
and,  as  each  beauty  was  handed  up  in  turn,  she  was 
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escorted  by  the  gallant  in  buttons,  who  first  claimed 
the  honour,  to  the  Captain's  cabin  (the  ladies'  dressing 
room  pro  tern.).  Owing  to  the  danger  of  a  possible 
shower, 

'TIIF.   TOILETS 

'  were  not  very  extensive,  only  one  lady  appearing  en 
costume^  and  the  preparations  and  "  fixing "  in  the 
mysterious  chamber  allotted  were  necessarily  brief. 
The  first  quadrille — the  Admiral's  set — was  danced  in 
the  ward-room,  on  the  third  deck,  for  as  yet  the  upper 
deck  would  not  allow  the  light  fantastic  toe  to  be 
danced  upon  it  with  impunily.  There  were  eight 
couples  in  this  quadrille,  and  things  got  slightly  mixed 
several  times,  but  it  only  increased  the  general  hilarity 
of  the  participants.     Order  was  soon  given  to 


1^^  ■•  i 


J' I 

ii  I  > 
WV  '■ 


\\ 


Sf 


'CLEAR  THE  UPPER  DECK, 

'  and  sailors  innumerable  set  to  work,  sopping  up  the 
moisture,  clearing  away  the  guns,  and  sprinkling 
French  chalk  around.  In  a  few  minutes  the  soft,  pas- 
sionate, lingering,  persuasive  tones  of  the  waltz  streamed 
along  the  decks  of  the  gallant  old  sliip,  inspiring  all 
with  i)leasure,  and  defying  resistance  to  its  wooing. 
Ah,  how  the  eyes  of  the  fair  ones  sparkled,  and 
beamed,  and  flashed  with  softest  lustre  as  they  yielded 
unrestrainedly  to  the  spirit  of  the  hour,  and  were 
whirled  away  in  the  dizzy  pleasures  of  the  dance ! 
Verily  he  who  wrote — 

*  Tell  me  not  of  your  starry  eyes, 
Your  lipa  that  seem  on  roses  fed. 
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'  would  have  had  his  eremitical  head  turned  in  another 
direction  had  he  beheld  the  radiant  beauty  that  shone 
on  the  "  Zealous "  last  Tliursday.  Dance  followed 
dance  at  close  intervals,  between  which  the  ladies  and 
their  escorts  would  repair  to  the  Admiral's  cabin, 
where 

'an  elegant  collation 

*  was  spread.  At  4"30,  a  fresh  breeze  springing  up,  the 
guests  went  to  the  gun-d';ck  below,  a  more  sheltered 
quarter,  and  there  continued  the  dance  till  evening  was 
well  advanced,  when,  with  many  a  sigh  of  regret,  and 
parting  farewell,  they  left  the  ship  and  dispersed  to  their 
respective  homes.  Nearly  all  the  oificers  went  ashore 
with  them  to  fulfil  engi^^ements  with  their  numerous 
friends.  This  reception  was  pronounced  by  all  to  be 
the  most  pleasant  and  enjoyable  hop  of  the  season.' 

The  following  day  the  weather  seemed  to  have  re- 
ceived a  new  lease  of  violence,  and  saihng  was  out  of 
the  question.  Christmas  Day  passed  likewise  mos 
dismally,  but  on  Monday  a  slight  diversion  was  caused 
by  a  barque,  which  dragged  her  anchors,  and,  impelled 
by  wind  and  tide,  came  right  across  our  bows,  from 
whence  she  emerged  in  an  hour's  time  a  complete 
wreck,  with  suspicions  of  sinking.  On  our  part,  the 
loss  of  foretop-gallant-mast  and  springing  of  bowsprit 
caused  a  further  delay,  not  ungratifying  to  many  on 
board,  and  perhaps  to  a  few  on  shore.  The  only  per- 
son apparently  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  transaction 
was  the  owner  of  the  barque,  who  had  to  pay  for  all 
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damages.  In  return  for  being  let  off  easily,  as  far  as 
we  were  concerned,  he  was  discovered  surreptitiously 
attempting  to  measure  our  distance  from  the  shore,  in 
view  of  recovering  sometljing,  as  a  law  of  the  harbour 
compels  you  to  lay  more  than  500  yards  off,  under 
penalty  of  a  heavy  line.  I  need  not  state  he  was  un- 
successful. From  Christmas  to  New  Year's  Day  our 
time  was  chiefly  employed  in  saying  good-bye.  For, 
v/ith  the  determination  of  sailing  each  morning,  during 
the  course  of  the  day  it  was  rescinded  by  the  weather, 
so  that  every  evening  the  same  process  was  gone 
througii,  turning  up  on  tlie  following  day  with  the  im- 
easy  fcehng  of  being  a  fravid.  But,  at  last,  we  were 
enabled  to  make  a  start.,  and  on  New  Year's  Day  saw 
the  beautiful  harbour  recede  from  our  view.  The 
Golden  Gate  closed  upon  us  as,  with  saddened  thought 
and  silent  regret,  we  started  for  the  coast  of  Mexico, 
feeling  that  a  bright  page  in  our  book  was  over,  and  an 
important  link  of  pleasure  in  this  pilgrimage  of  ours 
broken,  most  likely  not  to  be  renewed.  Would  that  I 
could  more  ably  expi  ^ss  the  gratitude  which  all  must 
feel  due  to  our  worthy  Consul,  and  his  no  less  excellent 
coadjuting  Vice,  for  their  innumerable  acts  of  kindness 
and  uniform  cordiality  to  each  and  all  of  us.  In  seeing 
the  esteem  with  which  they  are  regarded  by  the 
citizens  of  San  Francisco,  one  cannot  help  a  feeling  of 
pride  that  our  country  should  be  so  represented. 

In  placing  the  Union  Club  at  our  disposal  diu-ing  the 
several  visits  we  made,  the  members  conferred  a  kind- 
ness which  it  would  be  difficult  to  appreciate  too  highly, 
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and  we  regretted  that  our  power  was  so  limited  to  sliow 
how  mucli  we  felt  that  act. 

It  is  fitting  and  right  that  public  record  should  be 
made  of  public  acts,  and  to  bear  witness  to  universal 
kindness.  But  the  task  becomes  harder  when  we  in- 
trude upon  the  privacy  of  the  hearth,  and  speak  of 
friendships  consummated  by  mutual  knowledge  and 
goodwill.  To  those,  therefore,  I  do  not  think  it  requires 
many  words  to  express  what  we  felt  on  this  occasion ; 
feeling  assured  that  silence  will  not  be  misunderstood, 
and  if  finding  it  difficult  to  give  utterance  to  tliose 
thoughts,  do  not  think  it  will  be  attributed  to  other 
than  the  right  cause,  hoping  that  with  them,  as  with 
ourselves. 

When  time,  who  steals  our  years  away, 

Shall  ste.ll  our  pleasures  too. 
The  memory  of  the  past  will  stay, 

And  half  our  joya  renew. 

Being  now  about  to  bid  a  final  farewell  to  California, 
it  would  be  as  well  to  say  a  few  words  concerning  its 
agricultural  resoiurces  and  prospects,  more  especially 
when  in  England  the  question  of  emigration  for  all 
classes  is  becoming  so  imperative,  and  also  because  in 
our  different  visits  to  San  Francisco  we  have  touched 
on  nearly  every  other  subject.  The  following  remarks 
have  been  gleaned  from  personal  observation  and 
perusal  of  works  on  California,  acknowledgment  of 
which  is  due  to  Messrs.  Cronise  and  Hittel,  whose 
admirable  and  exhaustive  accounts  are  well  worthy  of 
careful  study.     Therefore,  though  I  may  be  led  here 
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into  a  fuw  trifling  inaccuracies  of  data,  the  general  tenor 
may  be  relied  on  to  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  country. 

There  cannot  be  the  slightest  doubt  that  California 
is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  greatest  and  surest 
wheat-producing  countries  of  the  world  as  soon  as  that 
fearful  check  can  be  avoided — an  occasional  drought. 
Fully  sensible  of  this  evil,  an  excellent  system  of  irriga- 
tion has  been  set  on  foot,  by  wliich  a  large  portion  of 
the  State  may  be  watered.  But  this  want  has  hitherto 
ruined  many  who  had  not  the  capital  to  stand  the  losses 
of  a  bad  year.  Sheep  dying  by  thousands,  cattle  pros- 
trated, the  wheat  parched  and  shrivelled,  and  even  man 
himself  obliged  to  flee  from  these  arid  parts,  imable  to 
quench  his  own  modest  thirst.  Such  is  the  great  diffi- 
culty which  in  time  ])ast  the  agriculturist  has  had  to 
contend  against ;  and,  therefore,  rich  though  the  country 
be  in  pasture  land,  in  a  soil  where  nearly  everything 
can  be  produced  with  Httle  cultivation,  in  a  climate 
mild  and  yet  exhilarating,  and,  lastly,  where  all  ten- 
dencies are  to  favour  Hberty  of  action  and  to  produce 
a  life  which  combines  most  enjoyment,  still,  even  with 
these  advantages,  the  man  with  moderate  capital  would 
do  well  to  pause  ere  he  embarked  in  any  venture 
which  at  first  sight  apj)ears  certain  to  be  [)roritable. 
To  the  large  capitahst  there  could  not  be  a  finer  field, 
no  matter  in  which  direction  he  may  turn.  A  bad  year 
only  comes  occasionally,  the  next  will  make  up  a 
hundred-fold  for  previous  losses.  To  his  poorer  neigli- 
bour  that  year,  however,  has  been  simply  ruin.  As  an 
example  of  this  great  drawback,  I  may  state  that  out  of 


-a- 


Ch.  XTT. 


CAlIFOliNTA 


22.- 


about  ')0,()()0  square  luik-s  wliicli  are  fit  lor  tilling  in 
Calitoruiii,  ;i,0()0,()(l()  aoress  are  so  dry  tluit,  except  lor 
small  grain,  tlu-y  uuiy  be  eounled  useless.  JJut  in  the 
mildness  of  winter,  where  there  is  no  ice  or  snow,  Cali- 
fornia has  an  advantiige  over  I'lastern  iStiiles.  Owing 
to  possessmg  such  a  mild  climtite,  barns  are  liltle  used 
liere.  Between  harvest  time  and  threshing  then;  is 
little  danger  of  rain,  so  the  grain  is  often  left  in  sacks 
in  the  fields  for  weeks  till  it  is  sold.  The  :iverii<fe  yield 
of  Californian  wheat  fields  is  20  to  25  bushels  ])er  acre  ; 
usual  weight  (10  lbs.  per  bushel.  Chil(!  wheat  gives 
general  .satisfaction,  and  i.-^'  moi'e  cultivated  than  any 
other  sort,  being  j)eculiarly  suited  foi-  shipment,  owing 
to  its  flinty  ([ualities. 

The  system  of  breeding  live  stock  in  California  difl'ers 
vastly  from  that  which  ])revails  on  the  other  sich'  of 
the  continent,  wliere  cattle  are  kept  in  stabU's  and  fed 
on  cultivated  food.  The  plan  of  letting  cattle  run 
wild  throughout  the  year,  and  mix  j)romis('uously,  could 
only  be  successful  where  you  have  a  mild  climate,  like 
that  of  this  country  and  parts  of  South  America.  In 
both,  the  M'odeo,'  or  count,  still  exists,  where  the  cattle 
are  collected  in  one  spot  to  be  counted  and  the  young 
ones  branded.  Cows  calve  almost  invariably  before 
they  are  two  years  old,  fre(juently  before  they  are 
eighteen  months,  and  sometimes  before  fourteen.  Pure 
blood  Durhams  have  lately  been  introduced,  and  a 
great  improvement  in  tlie  breed  is  visible.  In  this 
way  cattle  increase  rapidly,  and  give  little  trouble,  but 
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ii  f^rciilcr  prolit  niijilit,  \  think,  he  iiiiitlf  \)\  ;i  iiioic 
pcrsoiml  supervision  and  tc'n(lin<i'. 

lint  the  |»i()lits  derivecl  tVoni  caUii.'  iuu  iidI  iioaily  so 
larLTf  as  those  «;aiue(l  in  slieep-brecdin*,'.  Tlie  clinmte 
of  Culironiia  is  pcriiliarly  favourable  to  tlie  j^rowth  of 
slief'p.  The  ewes,  when  properly  taken  care  of,  have 
lambs  iu'fore  they  ait'  a  year  old,  and  inciease  l(K)  i)er 
cent.  One  i)orn  and  bied  in  California  will,  when  two 
yeai's  old,  eoi'rt'spond  with  a  three  year  old  shei'p  in 
tlie  Athmlie  States.  Wool  is  now  \cry  liiu'h,  so  tiial 
the  wool  and  lamb  of"  a  i^ood  ewe  ai'e  worth  nine  or 
ten  times  the  oriiiinal  eo>f.  Thev  are  seldom  kei)! 
under  shelter,  and  but  one  heidsman  is  em])loyed  for 
1,000  sheep.  Xeilhei'  cattle  nor  slieep  .sulU-r  from  dis- 
eases which  are  so  conunon  in  Europe.  lUit  in  sheep- 
rearinjj  one  tliinu must  l)e  avoide<l.  land  on  which  the 
'  abrojo,'  or  lar^jf  burr,  exists.  This,  if  it  Lfets  into  the 
wool,  allects  its  value  considerably,  beiuif  diflicull  of 
extraction.  It  is  u«MieralIv  found  on  the  baid<s  of 
small  streams  and  low  ground.  It  sometimes  remains 
for  one  or  two  years  under  the  soil  before  growing', 
thus  showing  the  dilliculty  of  avoiding  it.  One  scpiure 
leaunc  t>f  land  contains  about  4,4o8  acres.  This 
([uantity  of  good  pasture  should  support  about  10,000 
sheep  and  their  oflspring  for  two  years. 

Tieaving  auiieullure,  I  will  conclude  with  a  few 
words  on  uiining. 

This  at  ])resent  is  llu-  chief  industry  of  California, 
emjaoyiug  uKM'e  uien  and  paying  a  laigersum  in  wages 
than  any  other  branch.     Tiic  (4iief  mines  an-  of  gold. 
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silver,  (iiiicksilvi-r,  mid  ropiu-i-.  ll  is  iiii|»i»ssil)ii'  id 
estimate  llie  :iiiiiiuiit  of  i^olil  that  has  heeii  taken  IVoiii 
Caht'ofiiiaii  mines,  hut  silver  mow  claims  tli"  lai'<,'ivst 
ex[)ort.  Speeiilation  in  mines  is  a  mania  to  which  all 
classes  hei'c  are  subject.  'The  business  streets  of  San 
Francisco  are  a  sijjfht  in  themselves,  with  tlu'ir  crowds 
intent  on  1  uyinj^  and  sellini;  stock.  Shares  in  mines 
.sometimes  go  up  from  (ST)  to  10(1  in  an  incredibly  short 
time,  but  uidess  a  |)er.son  is  within  the  circle  invest- 
ment is  lisky.  Tln'ie  is  oIumi  not  ;i  little  lo^niery 
attached  to  this  lim-  of  business.  For  instance,  if  a 
mine  is  valuable,  residtMit  shareholders  often  keep  the 
knowledge  to  them.selves  and  take  caic  that  no  divi- 
(lends  shall  be  (h'clared,  bv  which  i)()licv  all  who  ai<* 
not  in  the  secret  an;  driven  to  .sell  and  at  a  .sacrilic*'. 
Thi-^,  which  is  not  unconmion,  is  cnlle(l  •  IVee/.inji'  (ait,' 
and  a  very  exi)re.ssive  term  it  is. 
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subjects  ui  such  limited  s|)ace  as  must  be  .set  apart  for 
them.  All  are  interesting.  What  has  been  said,  how- 
ever, added  to  I'emarks  on  former  occasions,  nui.st  go 
far  to  convince  anyone  that  California  is  a  wonderful 
)untry,  endowed  with  immense  natural  advantages, 
id  peopled  by  a  race  whose  chara(;teristics  have  ever 
been  to  impr(jve — indeed,  transform — everything  on 
which  they  set  their  hand.  I  iider  these  circumstances, 
we  may  look  u|)on  California  as  a  state  which  in  time 
to  come  will  be  tlistinct  from  her  Eastern  brelhi'eii  ; 
no  K^.ss  bv  her  diversitv  of  iulcicsts  than  bv  diirert-'iulv 
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nmikt'd  t'caluics,  Itwl  inusL  l>y  Ikt  power  ol"  i'.\|)iiiisi()ii 
iH'como  scfoiid  to  none  on  tliis  vjist  coiitiiicMt. 

•  •  •  •  t  # 

Jdiiunni  .'),  187*J. — Surely  .sailors  will  Imvo  sonic 
alloWiUKv  iiuuic  (or  them  when  errors  of  eominissioii 
and  omission  are  taken  into  account.  What  can  i»c 
more  trying'  than  lluit  continual  rolling',  when  every 
mns(!le  of  the  l)(»(ly  luis  to  he  strained  to  preserve 
e<iuilil)rium  ?  Or,  when  you  conic  below,  after  a 
four-hours'  watch  on  a  wet  ni^ht,  to  find  everythinjj 
in  your  cal)in  capsi/ed  and  lloaling  in  water,  which 
drips  down  Iroiii  overhead,  not  sj>.»ring  even  your 
restin<,'-])lace  ?  The  wind  has  hitherto  been  ahead, 
but  shifting  to  the  west  this  niornin;^  wc  made  sail, 
boimd  for  Mazatlan,  on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

Jannaiji  0. — The  wind  having-  all  <:()ne,  <^n)t  u|» 
steam  on  the  Ttli,  an<1  vesterdav  niorninuf  came  in 
si^ht  of  Ouadahi|)e  Island,  passin;^f  it  at  noon,  seven 
miles  distant.  Its  sides  appeared  most  lugged,  and 
often  nearly  pei'pendiculai',  but  on  top  vegetation  and 
green  plains  gave  it  a  more  inviting  aspect.  There  are 
no  inhabitants  ;  but  books  rejwrt  goats  to  abound,  as, 
indeed,  there  are  f(»w  islands  in  this  ocean  where  they 
do  not,  having  originally  been  left  at  one  time  or 
another  by  ])assing  vessels.  On  the  southern  side  are 
two  detached  islands,  the  whole  ajjparcntly  of  volcanic 
formation.  After  passing  Guadalupe  Island  we  picked 
up  a  southeily  wind,  and  stood  in  towards  the  land 
under  sail.  Cape  ?an  Lucas  was  rounded  on  Jan- 
iiarv  II,  and  Mazatlan  readied  on  the  17th,  where  the 
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anclior  was  (li-oppcd  about  a  iiiilo  and  a  lialf  iVoiii  the 
town.  The  ontnmcc  to  tlie  imior  aiiclioragL'  is  [u'culiar 
and  intricate,  being  Hiiinuindcd  by  rocks  and  shoals. 
We  lay  between  two  sniail  islands,  or  uiorc  properly 
rocks,  whicli  afl!)rd  shelter  Iroiu  tlie  wind,  but  not  from 
the  swell,  so  that  tiiere  was  generally  a  slight  niotion 
on  board. 

In  this  [)lace  also  are  local  evidences  of  changes  by 
earthquakes  some  years  back,  in  addili(»ii  (o  these 
un[)leasant  freaks  of  Xature,  Mexico  has  long  been 
subjected  to  internal  convulsions  from  its  rulers,  and 
the  wlujle  country  kept  in  a  state  of  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion by  a  corrupt  government,  and  j)olitical  intrigues 
which  have  for  their  aim  the  presidential  chair  and 
control  of  the  money-bags. 

Few  countries  jjresent  a  more  interesting  history 
than  Mexico;  whetlier  we  speculate  upon  the  races 
that  inhabited  it  previous  to  the  conquest — from 
whence  or  how  they  came,  and  derived  their  ideas  of 
law  and  a  morality  that  almost  ascended  into  a 
religion ;  or  whctiier  we  speculate.',  assuming  that 
much  of  this  record  is  true,  upon  the  fatal  decline  this 
country  has  made  as  evidenced  by  its  present  state, 
contrasting  unfavoural)ly  even  with  tiiat  primitive 
condition  tliat  knew  not  Christianity,  but  in  gaining  it 
seems  to  have  lost  all  the  al tributes  which  gave  them 
in  those  days  a  certain  nobility  of  character.  With 
yast  mineral  wealth  and  agricultural  resources,  we  sec 
the  credit  of  j\Iexico  down  to  zero,  and,  unlike  its 
«'ouiiterj)ai'ts  of  Chile  and  rem,  Kuroj)can    energy   i-* 
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licic  lliiinvii  ;i\V!iy,  in  tli;it  tlicri'  is  no  sccurily  lor  life 
and  piojH'ily,  so  tliat  I  lie  risk  (»!"  losiiiLT  citlior  r('(|uires 
an  ciioi'moiis  piTccnla^c  of  <iaiii  to  coiiiitcrhaljiiux'  tlii' 
iiiiplcasaiitiu'ss  ol' living-  in  >ncli  a  conntry. 

lint  tliouiili  this  may  retard  in  some  nicasmv  tlic 
adviinci'incnl  of  Mexico,  llie  main  caiise  is  to  hi'  found 
in  tin'  cliaracter  oftlie  jx'ople  tliemselves,  wlio  liave  no 
stability  of  |)ur|)ose  and  are  |)i(tne  to  elianuv.  From 
tlicir  ancestors  of  Sj)ai!i  they  liave  inlieiited  un(;cr- 
tainty  ;  tlieir  Indian  l)l«)od  hriims  them  cunninir  ;  JUid 
tlie  mixtufc  ])roduces  treachery,  lie  would  he  a  hold 
man  who  would  predict  the  future  of  Mexico.  A 
•ireat  deal  of  lalkinu'  and  writiuLT  is  heinLr  done  about 
the  jjossihility  of  Mexico  havinu-  to  leceive  a  Tro 
tectorate  from  tlu'  rnited  States  with  a  linal  view  to 
annexation,  while  many  Ameiicans  ojxMily  advocate 
militaiy  iuva>ion  .and  forcible  possession.  'I'he  Mexi- 
cans, however,  scoiU  tlie  idea,  and  assert  that  in  any 
sucii  cmei'uc'ucv  I  hey  would  (luicklv  I'easc;  their  in- 
ternal  waifare  and  become  a  united  host  to  re]K'l  the 
invatlers.  If  any  prominent  man  in  this  country  would 
dare  even  to  suur^est  a  rroti>ctoi'ate  his  head  would  not 
lonLj  remain  on  his  shoulders.  The  ^Mexicans  do  not 
think  it  a  veiy  si'rious  thin^i'  to  have  ten  or  twenty 
revolutions  on  hand  ;  but  for  a  foreign  nation  to  inter- 
fere in  puttiuii'  them  down,  or  act  as  mediator  to  save 
the  Tiations  life,  is  ii»  them  a  teiribly  sei'ious  asi)ect  of 
alFair^.  'I'hat  was  conclusively  shown  in  tlie  trajiic 
episode  of  poor  Maximilian's  brief  career. 

Jietrihution,    however,    may    eonie    uj)on    the    per- 
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petnitors  of  lli:il  (\{'Vi\,  nut  fioin  :my  lufcimi  .source, 
l)ut  their  own  iiiiil)ilitv  to  nicsi'ivi'  unity  jiiul  concoi^l 
atnon<^st  tlieinselvcs.  'L'Ik'  two  principal  actors  in  that 
(lark  traLfcdy  Nvhicli  scut  an  indignant  thrill  thi'cniLrhoul 
the  whole  of  lun'ope  liave  now  (inarrelled,  and  Juarez, 
who  has  been  Pi-esideiif  ever  suice,  liiicU  it  nece-^sarv  to 
employ  all  his  unerjjies  to  defeat  the  atti'Uipts  of  his 
old  "jeneral,  Portilirio  Diaz,  who  has  raised  the  sf.iuidai'd 
of  revolution  a^ain^t  him  and  aims  at  chief  powei'. 
lUit,  althoii^^h  the  present  sui»reme  uovernnient  uf 
Mexico  is  seriously  threatt-neil  by  a  powi-rful  i-ev(th;- 
fionary  element,  well  armed  and  e(|uip|)ed,  it  is  ^fene- 
rally  believed  by  foreigners  that  .luarez  will  be  e(|ual 
to  the  emergency.  The  revolutionists  u|)  to  tn  this 
time  have  robbed,  plundered,  and  murdere(l  alonu; 
(heir  tracks.  The  mei\-hanls,  Ixiriiness  men,  and  capi- 
talists of  the  country  have  no  failh  in  l>iaz  as  the  liea<l 
of  the  nation,  though  they  admit  his  successes  in  the 
past  as  a  brilliant  and  able  genei'al. 

On  our  arri\al  at  Mazatlan  wc;  found  it  in  the  hands 
of  the  revolulionisls,  as  the  .soldicis  had  j)ron()imce(l 
in  fav(»ui"  of  Diaz.  This  |)roduce(l  an  unpleasant  stale 
of  atluirs  ;  for  the  new  aiitlioriiic-.,  knowing  that  in  a 
j'ountry  like  ^[e.\ic()  Ik-  who  lia>  the  lousiest  pursi; 
wins  the  day,  proceetlcd  to  'ja'her  in  the  duly  in>- 
posts.  A  Ml'.  W'oolrich,  an  I'jiglish  nieri  hant,  had  to 
pay  i^Uo,0(MI  with  the  plea;ing  [>robability.  should  lln- 
othei"  side  win,  of  ha\ing  to  pay  this  sum  over  again  to 
fheni  under  the  plea  that  he  h;;d  no  right  to  pay  duties 
to  rebels.      (>thei>arc   in   li'"     condition,  and  lind   our 
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iiriival  (i|)|)(>ituii('  lor  slii[)|)iiig  ilicir  iniin'ral  [H'odiuv, 
:iii(l  uctliii^j'  it  out  of  tlie  country.  Hut  that  lias  lo  be 
done  uuclci'  IcigUL'd  names,  so  tliat  it  cannot  bo  traced 
hereafter  to  whom  it  belon^'cd  wlien  Juarez  is  at  leisun; 
to  turn  his  attention  to  irretnilaritics  conunitted  durintj 
this  interreoinim. 

To  us  also  comes  di.scomfort  from  the  fact  of  tin- 
mail  steamer  intt  cMlling  here  at  present,  thereby 
d(j)riving  us  of  all  news  from  the  outi-r  world,  which, 
indeed,  we  do  not  e.\|)ec:t  to  remedy  till  arrival  at 
Panama. 

The  town  of  Mizatlan  does  not  on  landin;i' prepossess 
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one  in   il>  favour:  and  the  house>  beinii  >o  low  make^ 
it  apjiear  insiunilieant.  whereas  it  has   l:i,()0(l  inhabit 
ants.     It  is  (hfiicnlt  to  niv  what  pcculiaritv  strikes  vou 
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ill  tlie  latter,  iiiiU'ss  it  is  tlu'  jij)|)aivl ;  certainly  not 
moral  or  phyi^ical  excellence',  tliongli  in  the  latter 
respect  they  seem  to  have  a  sli^^ht  advantage  over  the 
Central  American  races  and  also  reruvians.  But  as 
regards  external  appearance  it  is  curious  to  observe  the 
extravagance  tliey  indulge  in  to  decorate  the  lieail ; 
and  this  is  the  sole  ])ortion  they  think  it  worth  while 
to  adorn.  The  Mexi(\an  hat  is  well  known  from  its 
peculiiir  shape  and  broad  brim  ;  but  there  is  great 
varietv  in  i'aiicv  ornament  about  it  which  adds  lari^'clv 
to  the  price.  One  man  came  on  board,  evidently 
belonuinfj  to  the  lowest  clAss,  whose  attire  for  the 
most  jtait  consisted  ol"  llamiel  shirt  and  trowsers.  Yet 
lu'  had  a  hat  on  of  white  felt,  broad  as  customary, 
worki'd  in  silver  and  two  buttcrllies  in  gold,  while 
round  the  crown  was  a  circle  of  swansdown.  Curiosity 
prompted  me  to  asis.  him  the  price  of  this  article,  and 
[  was  not  suri)rised  to  hear  it  was  )<^30,  nearly  0/.  No 
doubt  he  had  expended  all  his  ca])ital  to  satisfy  this 
national  vanitv.  It  only  takes  oi>e  other  directi<jii. 
and  that  is  in  respect  to  horses  and  their  trappings;  as 
long  as  they  are  fme  also  in  these  respects,  they  do  not 
mind  being  without  fi  cent  in  their  pockets.  Being 
inveterate  gamblers,  where  often  the  hist  article  of 
value  is  staked  and  lost,  they  present  an  ever-vaiying 
a)>pi»arance. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  something  should  be  said 
•  •oncerning  the  Mexican  women,  who  are  commonly 
believed  to  derive  consicU'iablc  beauty  from  their 
j)arcntage.     Our  stay  in   ^b-xico  was  so  short  that  if 
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woukl  1)0  })resinnptu<)us  to  asrsert  (.'itlicr  one  tliin«^  or 
tliL'  other;  l)ul  it  would  ho  idle  to  dony  that  in  tho 
priiioipal  foatiiro  of  tlio  t'aoe— tiio  oyo — tlioy  possess  a 
strange  fascination  and  charm  wliich  soonis  to  give  a 
beauty  to  tlio  whole,  not  warranted,  generally  speaking, 
shouhl  that  beauty  come  to  be  analysed.  A  very 
agreeable  ball  was  given  by  Mr.  Woolrich  duiing  our 
stay,  wlierein  was  brought  to  a  crucial  test  the  progress 
made  in  Spanish  by  those  on  board  who  intend  [)er- 
fecting  th(!mselvos,  in  view  of  drawing  u])on  the  re- 
sources of  Chile  and  Peru  for  anuisenient  during  tjje 
remainder  of  our  stay  on  tliis  station.  The  report  of 
|)rogress  ap[)cared  satisfactory  if  one  might  judge  by 
the  animated  conversations  between  the  flitting  orna- 
mented warriors  and  dark-eyed  sefioritas,  whose  eyes 
in  many  cases  supplied  the  connecting  link  between 
disjointed  sentences  and  eloquent  sj)eeclies.  Appa- 
rently the  '  hereticos  '  were  not  such  ])ad  ])eople  alter 
all,  unless  it  was  curiosity  that  brought  so  many  iA\  to 
!i  lunch  and  dance  the  Admiral  uave  on  the  "I'lnA.  But 
let  us  put  a  more  charitable  construction  on  the  cir- 
cumstimce,  and  belie\e  a  i'avoui'able  im|)rt'ssi(ni  had 
been  made  with  a  desire  it  should  be  augmented, 
that  led  so  many  to  brave  the  discomforts  of  a  sliuht 
swell.  But  they  had  a  specific  against  its  eilects  pre- 
viouslv  unknown  to  us,  for  all  came  on  board  eating 
oranges,  and  contimied  to  do  so  until  de[)arture.  The 
introduction  of  this  novel  element  uave  a  fantastic 
appearance  to  the  scene.  They  sccurmI,  nolwithstancl- 
ing  the  motion,   to  enjoy  thenisebe-   xery   niueli.   fni' 
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(lancing  is  with   ihcin  a  passion  :  not  the  rai)i(l  galop 
orvalse,  but  the  nioiv  easy  polka  and  nia/.uika,  though 
the  '  dunza '  is  tlie  favourite  and  national  dnnce.     In 
Mexico,  as   in    all  other  semi-civilised  countries,  the 
priests  retain  their  powi-r  over  the  women,  though  the 
last  hold   they  have,  for  every  where  else  is  rebellion 
against  church  auth<n'ity,  exercised  so  despotically  in 
former  vears.     Pnit  thei-e  is  no  doubt  that  the  church 
jjarty  in  Mexico  is  the  party  of  wealth  and  culture. 
It  has  but  little  symi)athy  with  Juarez,  and  less  with 
Diaz.     The  Juaristas  are  Liberals,  but  the  Diaz  mi'ii 
are  extreme  Radicals.     I'oth  are  determined  that  the 
church  i)Mrty  must  be  kept   down,  and  that  so  far  as 
mojiey  goes  it  nnist  furnish  a  very  large  percentage  of 
the  amount  ncci'ssarv  to  carry  on  cither  tlu?  li'uMtiinate 
LTovernment    or    the    revolutionary    movement.       The 
Juaiistas  do  this  '  constitutionally,' as  it  is  called,  but 
the  Diaz  pai1y  laugh  at  the  constitution  and  its  guaran- 
tees if  they  can  only  carry  their  point.     The  old  church 
party,  once  so  powerful,  nuist   bite  tlie  dust  under  all 
circumstances.     Since  their  hopes  wcic   blasted  by  the 
downfall  of  theem}>irc  and  the  exctutiou  (»f  IVraximilian, 
it  has  bent  its  head  to  the  sU)rm.      At  times  there  have 
been  symptoms  of  its  revival,  and  in  such  moments  the 
Liberals  of  all  divisions  have  united  to  strike  it  to  tlu^ 
earth  again. 

Talking  of  Maximilian,  we  found  amoug»l  the 
residents  a  kindly  remembrance  of  the  time  when 
French  troo[)s  were  (piartered  in  ]\btzatlan.  TIh' 
oflici'rs  seemed    to    lia\'c    left    a    ^ood    impi'ession    on 
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the  l)C!ttt'r  }H)r(i()ii  of  llic  popiiliitioii,  wliile  the  cnuse 
docs  not  SLHMU  to  liuvt;  excited  tlic  stiiiK^  oj)])ositioii 
tlijit  it  did  on  the  other  side  of  Mexico. 

Fortunately  for  us  we  were  at  Mazatlan  dnrin<jf  tlic 
most  pleasant  lime  of  the  year,  when  the  heat  was 
not  oj)pressive,  nor  winds  dan<,ferous.  One  sj)ocies  of 
annisenient  a  shij)  all'ords  in  such  climes  was  here 
enjoyed  in  its  entirety.  I  allude  to  scinini^  ))arties, 
with  which  remembrance  of  Mazatlan  will  always  l)e 
associated.  The  delicious  temj)erature  of  the  water, 
the  thoron^irh  co-operation  and  cordiality  of  all  con- 
cerned, and  the  temporal  free(h)m  of  mind  and  body 
from  the  necessities  of  ])rolession;d  duties  and  discipline 
to  engage  in  manual  labour  where  all  assert  a  share; 
these  attributes  c(Mnbine  to  render — if  so  carried  out 
as  in  our  case — seining  operations  more  de[)endent 
upon  that  than  in  a  multitude  of  fishes.  On  Jan- 
uary 24,  linding  that  the  mail  steamer  did  not  arrive, 
and  luiving  the  previous  day  taken  on  board  about 
ij?200,t)0()  worth  of  silver  ore  for  ])assage  to  Panama, 
we  got  under  weigh  and,  bidding  a(heu  to  Mazatlan, 
went  on  our  way  down  the  ci)ast  to  San  lilas,  wheiv 
we  arrived  on  the  2(»th.  Here  we  found  the  '  Saraufic,' 
an  American  man-of-war  and  an  old  ac<)uaintance,  at 
tuichor.  In  sucli  an  oppressive  s|>ot  this  meeting  was 
a  matter  of  nuitual  congratulation,  and  as  they  were 
bound  north  o|>])oitunity  was  taken  to  send  mnnerons 
messaijes,  &c.  to  friends  not  loni;  left. 

San  ]51as  has  not  a  cheerful  aspect  from  the  sea,  for 
it  consists  of  a  low  sandv  beach,  from   which   a  snudl 
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river  strikes  iiitu  tlie  interior,  and  at  its  mouth  are  the 
few  houses  tliat  constitute  tlie  port  of  San  JMas.  The 
hills  rise  in  tlie  i^'stance,  but  the  intei'val  is  coven-d 
Avith  a  profuse  trojjieal  vegetation,  where  luxuriate  all 
description  of  birds,  parrots  especially  beautiful  in 
l)lunia^n'.  A  short  distance  from  the  town  is  another 
small  river  Avhich  abounds  with  alligators.  The  writer 
and  another  ollicer  had  good  sport  one  day  there  in  a 
canoe  shooting  at  these  animals  with  a  rille.  At  one 
l)art  of  the  river  W(!  saw  eight  huge  fellows  lying  on  a 
muddy  bank  dose  to  the  river's  edge.  They  would 
not  allow  \is  to  come  very  close,  but  sidled  into  the 
water.  A  rille-bulhit  in  the  back  made  one  of  them, 
about  twelve  feet  long,  give  such  a  Junij)  and  make  so 
much  commotion  that  the  canoe,  if  nearer,  would  have 
been  capsized.  At  tlml  moment  we  congratulated 
ourselves  on  being  beyond  its  inllucnce,  for  swimming 
amongst  these  animals  would  be  accompanied  by  un- 
pleasant sensations.  The  natives  had  a  wholesome 
dread  of  them,  and  did  not  at  first  seem  much  inclined 
for  the  sport. 

It  would  be  imi)ossible  to  visit  San  IMas  without 
carrying  away  lively  recollections  ol'  one  si)ecies  ()f 
local  tormentor,  namelv  the  sand  llv.  It  is  extra- 
ordinary  the  amount  of — [  had  well-ni'ih  said  dis- 
traction — these  animals  cau.se,  for  it  is  impossible  to 
escape  their  attacks.  In  the  evening,  as  soon  as  the 
sun  goes  down,  the  air  is  filled  with  these  little 
creaturi's,  who  j)roceed  to  attack  you  in  all  |)arts.  and 
being  so  small  it  is  imjtossible  to  keep  them  oil",     'j'hey 
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jK'iu'triih'  rvcrywlicri',  niid  iiiliiihil  your  clothes  Jor 
(lays  al'lcr.  It  was  ludicrous  to  .sec  tlie  iinns  of  ovcry- 
Ixxly  on  slioie,  wliilo  ^vtliti^«r  for  tlie  boat,  jjjoinjr  like 
windmills,  bcatinjjf  tlieir  faces  willi  liandkeicliiefs  con- 
tiiuiously,  and  ti'yin.Lr  to  evndc  tliis  |)est  of  San  I'las  all 
to  no  pur])ose. 

Ab<nit  fifty  miles  inland  is  the  fine  old  city  of  Tepic, 
capital  of  this  state.  'J'his  is  essentially  an  Indian  stale, 
and  its  relations  with  the  irovcrnnjent  of  Mexico  are 
anomalous  in  the  extreme.  It  has  nominally  Im'cu 
under  the  dominion  of  Juarez,  whose  subordinates 
have  hitherto  filled  the  ollicial  posts,  liul  the  real 
ruler  is  an  Indian  chief  named  Losad<js,  who  has 
rdways  assumed  unto  himself  a  certain  amount  of  in 
dependence.  Xow  haviuix  been  called  upon  by  hotii 
Juarez  and  Oiaz  to  render  assistance,  he  hps  issued  a 
proclamation  sayin<^  he  will  have  notliiu<jf  to  do  with 
eithei-  of  them,  and  his  territory  will  henceforward  be 
iudej)endent  of  Mexico.  Losados  is  a  formidable  ])ower, 
for  it  is  said  lu'  has  100,000  Indians  under  his  command 
whenever  he  shall  give  the  word.  JJut  a  curious  trait 
in  this  man  is  the  secrcsy  in  which  he  lives,  moving,' 
about  in  the  midst  of  his  followers,  yet  known  of  few, 
and  dressed  "always  as  a  common  Indian.  It  is  said  he 
ilreads  as.sassinatioii,  as  no  doul)t  he  has  a  rigiit  to,  for 
his  name  a|)pcars  to  be  a  talisman  amonu-  his  followers. 
Whatever  be  the  result  of  the  duel  between  Juarez  and 
Diaz,  either  will  find  a  foeman  woi'thy  of  his  steel  in 
this  Indian  chief,  and  dilliculty  in  bringinj_f  him  under 
subjection  aijjain.  'J'hat  he  is  in  earnest  seems  piMved  by 
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«''»•  fa'-t  <.r  ivphicinu  Mc-xicuii  o(Ii<-ii,Is  |,v  tl„,s..  „r  lii.s 
"wn  appuinti,,^.  :,t  .Sail  lihis,  wl.ilo  tlit*  tonnor  have 
madi'  tlie  best  of  their  csnipc. 

'IVpic  is  well  worth  sivin^r  f,,,,,,  the  heaiity  of  the 
f'ouMtiyandganlen.s  j„i,m(]  alx.ut  it;  so  a  |.:irty  wa.s 
"i-aiiised  to  pay  it  a  visit.  Tiie  following  ae.„unt  hy 
»•"•*  <»<■  tile  party  shows  they  were  Mot  disappointed"; 
l»"t  siirh  an  exj)edili«.ii  deserves  to  begin  a  new 
tliajjter. 
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A    VISIT   TO  TF.PIC —  DIVISION   OK    TIIK   I'Ol'LI.ATIoN    AXD  TEUHIToKV   OK 
ME.XIL'O  — IIA(  KWAItlt   HTATK    OK   T'    ':    CdUNTUV — lIKSCIUI'TtON    UK    TKI'IC 

— COTTON  AND  HruAKKACTOKlK!'  ITAMiV  OK  HK.NtiK  .M .  -I.KAVK 

HAN    IIT.AH — TOlcn    IN    AT    MA.  r.  —  KARKWKM,    TO   MKXICO— HAIU 

KOII  I'ANAMA  -  SKCini;  A  VV.W  v  nTl.i:— AN  ATTK.MrT  TO  ACCOINT  KllK 
TIDK  Itll'.S— \ltKIVK  AT  I'AN  A  M  A— I  M  I'OKTAN  r  NKWS  — I.KA  V  !■;  I'ANAMA 
KOIt  I'AYTA— KPTII.E  A TTMMl'T  in  STOI'  A  HTKAMKK— TIIK  KKAI.  NIMON 
I'l'KK   TUUNH    IP— AKHIVi:    AT    AM»    I.KAVK    I'AVTA       HAD   HTATK   (IK   TIIK 

Hinp — THE  lAHHAaE  ikum  pavta  to  vai.pauaihd. 
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A  PAHTV  of  ofliccTs,  including  tlie  Admiral,  liaving 
dof'idc'd  to  visit  Tojiic,  innncdiatcly  on  arrival  at  San 
lilas  we  made  i-nqnirics  as  to  tlic  means  of  proceeding 
tliitlier.  (Ml  lieaiinir  that  a  coach  started  at  4  a.m.  the 
following  moi'ning,  little  time  wa.s  lost  in  efl'ecting  ])re- 
liminjiry  arrangements  ;  I  lie  which  comj)leted,  we  be- 
t<.  i  u.s  to  rest  at  an  early  houi'.  Two  of  the  i)arty, 
however,  preferred  a  room  in  the  so-rjdled  hotel,  no 
doubt  bearing  in  mind  the  old  j)roverb  of  '  early  birds,' 
\'C.  ;  and  having  in  view  the  pleasurt;  of  an  outside 
seat,  as  compared  with   the   high    temperature   of  an 

inside.     Fortunately,  we  found  that  a  Mr.  I) had 

come  down  from  Tepie,  from  the  house  of  Mes.srs. 
liarron  and  Forbes  to  ofler  his  services  to  the  Admiral 
and  others.     On  the  following  moining  we  re|)aire(l  on 

shore  to  the  hotel,  where  we  found  ^Fr.  D and  our 

two    l)rother-onici'rs    fully  iMpiippcd    inr    ih"    journey 
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and  inspecting  ii  priniitivo-lookin^'  vcluclo,  whicli  gavo 
one  the  impression  of  falling  to  pieces  if  disturbed. 
This  we  found  to  be  the  diligence,  destined  to  convey 
us  to  Tepic. 

After  partaking  of  a  cup  of  coflcL'  and  going  through 
a  vciy  difficult  process  of  stowing  ourselves,  we  started 
about  four  o'clock  from  Sun  Bias.  Our  party  consisted 
of  ten  ;  and  there  was  one  other  passenger,  a  8trangei'. 

T.  and  S.  rode  outside  with  the  driver,  and  no  doubt 
congratulated  themselves  on  their  forethought  in 
escaping  the  discomforts  oi'  an  inside  seat.  We  were, 
lu)wcver,  but  a  very  sliort  way  on  the  journey  ere 
heavy  showers  began  to  descend,  drenching  the  out- 
siders, and  causing  wistful  glances  to  be  given  at  our 
snug  quarters  ;  but  no  one  volunteered  to  change.  The 
rain  soon  began  to  affect  the  roads  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  make  them  in  some  places  almost  impracticable, 
the  soil  being  composed  of  a  hard  red  clay  and  tena- 
cious mud.  This,  however,  did  not  affect  us  unplea- 
santly during  the  eiuly  [)art  of  the  journey,  as  that  lay 
tiirough  extensive  lagoons  and  marshland,  always  more 
or  less  moist,  and  in  some  parts  two  or  three  feet  of 
water.  Thruui,diout  tliu  whole  of  this  the  vegetation 
was  very  thick  and  varied,  com[)rising  almost  every 
description  of  troi)ical  llora — presenting  a  fine  field  for 
the  botanist,  where  are  so  many  indigenous  sjjecies. 
To  us,  however,  bound  on  another  mission,  and  sub- 
jected to  inconvenience,  these  did  not  awaken  the  .same 
feelings  they  might  have  under  different  circumstances; 
nor  were  they  assisted  by  having  risen  at  such  an  early 
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hour.  Frequently,  notwitlistamling  the  jerking  about, 
some  would  endeavour  to  get  a  little  .sleep  ;  but  were 
soon  disturbed  by  huge  branches  brushing  [)ast  the 
windows,  and  tlepositing  inside  the  nn)isture  they  had 
collected.  In  some  places,  so  thick  had  the  trees  and 
shrubs  grown  over  the  road  that  we  luid  to  force  our 
way  through.  Ksjjccially  disagreeable  (hd  we  llnd  one 
Hpecies  of  bush,  the  branches  of  which  were  ('overed 
with  large  sharp  thorns,  called  by  the  natives,  '  uiias 
de  gato,'  signifyiiig  cat's  c'  .ws.  For  this  formidable 
enemy  we  had  to  keep  a  sharj)  look-out. 

When  day  dawned,  the  rain,  which  up  to  then  had 
been  falling  at  intervals  in  heavy  showers,  ceased,  and 
we  were  enabled  to  get  a  view  of  the  surrounding 
country.  It  did  not  present  a  very  jjicturescjue  ap- 
pearance, being  low,  Hat  marshland  for  miles  ;  but  its 
monotony  was  relieved  by  tlie  luxuriant  vegetation 
which  covered  it.  Thick-stennned  convolvulus  inter- 
twining form  as  it  were  a  llowering  wall  from  tree  to 
tree,  and  towering  amidst  the  undergrowth  tlie  stately 
])alm,  balancing  the  broad  fan  leaves  upon  its  stem. 

About  8- 30  we  arrived  at  the  first  ranche,  distant 
about  six  leagues  from  San  Bias,  that  being  hardly  a 
third  of  the  j.ourney.  Here  we  took  advantage  of  a 
momentary  halt  to  unpack  ourselves  for  a  little  relief, 
and  then  resumed  our  journey. 

On  the  way  from  the  first  ranche  to  Navaretta,  the 
second  stage,  several  ducks,  geese,  and  quails  were 
seen  ;  a  couple  of  guns  among  the  i)arty  could  have 
made  a  good  bag.     In  one  or  two  rivers  which  wc 
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pivsHcd,  huge  allij^'ators  lazily  lloatod  on  the  surface, 
watching  for  their  prey.  Not  even  tlie  novelty  of  the 
country  and  excursion,  however,  could  prevent  us 
owning  it  to  be  exceedingly  wearisome  and  uncom- 
fortable.    Our  friend  and  guide,  Mr.  D ,  consoled 

us  by  saying  tht.  lie  had  been  many  years  in  Mexico, 
travelling  constantly  between  Tepic  and  San  Bias,  but 
had  never  seen  the  roads  in  such  a  stati*.  Uowi'vcr, 
our  skilful  (biver,  Bruno,  by  means  of  fearful  yells  and 
loud  '  achas,'  in  true  Mexican  style,  induced  the  woari«?d 
team  to  proceed,  aiul  brought  us  to  Navaretta  about 
half  an  hour  sifter  noon,  the  time  we  originally  ex- 
pected to  have  arrived  at  Tepic.  I  may  here  remark, 
that  during  the  rjiiny  season  all  this  part  of  the  journey 
has  to  be  made  in  canoes,  the  roads  being  flooded  and 
the  streams  impassable. 

Mo.st  of  our  plaints  vanished  in  sight  of  the  excellent 
breakfast  we  f(junil  ready  for  us  in  the  Grand  Hotel  of 
the  Mexican  village  of  Navaretta,  and  our  aj)petites 
seemed  to  n."tonish  the  worthy  patrona ;  but  then  we 
started  with  light  cargo,  and  had  been  nine  hours  on 
the  way.    These  villages  are  all  similar,  and  seem  to 
display  tlu'  lowest  grade  of  civilisation.     The  houses, 
or  more  correctly  the  huts,  consist  simply  of  uprights 
driven  into  the  ground — roofed  in  by  a  covering  of 
dried  palm-Ieavcs,     The  whole  family  generally  live  in 
one  room. 

Considerably  more  than  half  of  the  population  of 
these  village  districts  are  Mexican  Indians.  The  re- 
mainder are  divided — though  more,  perhaps,  in  towns, 
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— between    tlic    CrcoU's,   or    people   dcscendeil    from 
Euro]>ean   panuits  ^almost  wliolly  Spanish),  and   the 
Mestizos,  or  mixed  races.     The  lower  classes  in  this 
part  of  the  country  apj)ear  to  hcloii*,'  to  the  latter  and 
the  M(!xi(jan  Indians.     These  form  the  «freat  mass  of 
the  lahouriiij/  population.     Many  of  them  are  engaged 
in    agriculture,   and   a    considerable    number  are   em- 
ployed in  the  mines.     The  mixed  races  are  niore  gene- 
rally engaged  in   tiado  and  mechanical   pursuits.     In 
h)oking  at  the  state  of  Mexico  at    the  present   time, 
the   thought    arises.  What    has  Christianity  done  for 
this  country?  where  are  the  results  of  .300  years  of 
contact  with  civilisation  ?     In  what  way  are  the  people 
better  olT  tluui  they  were   before  the  Conquest?     It 
would,  indeed,  be  hard  to  say.     Assuredly  not  in  their 
habitations,  for  if  what  we  read   is  to   be  trusted,  a 
retrograde  step   has  been  taken.     Have  they  a  purer 
faith  ?     Certainly,  in  the  abolition  of  human  sacrifice, 
and  in  adoj)ting  the  rites  of  Christianity,  they  have 
gained  much.    But  when  we  see  it  all  adulterated  with 
the  grossest  ignorance  and  .superstition,  prostituted  for 
the  benefit  of  an  all-[)owerful  Church,  and  no  ray  of 
light  suffered  to  penetrate  and  illumine  the  minds  of 
this  conquered  race,  we   must  own,  indeed,  that   the 
gain  is,  after  all,  comparatively  small.     »^j)aiii   has  a 
great  deal  to  answer  for.     A  glorious  oj)))ortunity  was 
given  her  to  civilise  the  Western  World,  but  .she   has 
only  succeeded  iti  making  it  an  exaggtirated  portrait  of 
herself.     It   is  not   to   be  expected,  then,  that  such  a 
count' y  ran  liope  to  attain  any  place  anuMig  nations. 
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wlien  judged  by  lier  policy  in  tlio  past,  or  l)y  the  attri- 
Ijutes  slie  posfses.se.s  for  future  greatness. 

Su(;h  redeclions  must  always  be  upijerniost  when 
travelling  ii;  ^Fexico,  a  country  embracing  every  variety 
of  soil  and  climate,  capable  of  bringing  forth  all  the 
produce  of  both  tem[)erate  and  torrid  zones,  and  con- 
taining incalculabhi  mineral  wealth.  But  man's  liand 
has  marred  the  fairest  portion  of  God's  creation,  dis- 
torting its  beauty  with  anarchy  and  bloodslied.  The 
remainder  of  our  journey  to  Tepic  was  over  very  iliili- 
cult  roads  and  many  steep  ascents.  Vwiy  little  cultiva- 
tion was  visible,  but  the  scenery  was  picturesque.  Lofty 
mountains  in  the  distance,  with  rugged  outlines,  hills 
and  deep  valleys  between.  From  the  summit  of  the 
first  range  we  could  see  Tepic  at  the  foot  of  a  moun- 
tain called  San  Juan.  We  i)assed  trees  and  shrubs  of 
every  descri[)tion,  while  bright-plumaged  macaws,  par- 
rots, and  parroquets  continually  crossed  the  road, 
screaming  and  chattering.  Among  this  noisy  tribe,  the 
note  of  the  Mexican  nightingale  canie  forth  with  great 
sweetness.  We  now  began  to  rattle  along  at  a  merry 
pace,  and  at  0  30  p..\r.  pulled  up  at  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Barron  and  Forbes,  where  their  rejnesentative,  Senor 

M ,  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome.     Acconnnodalion 

was  provuled   there  for  the  majority,  while  tlu;   re- 
mainder put  u})  at  the  i)rincij)al  hotel. 

The  following  day  we  made  the  most  of  our  time 
to  visit  the  variou.-.  places  of  interest  in  and  about  the 
town.  A  quarter  of  an  hour's  walk  took  us  outside 
the  precincts,  and   from  an  eminence  we  had  a  lovely 


'M 


It 


2i0 


OUR  JOUUNAL  IN  THE  PACIFIC       Cu.  XUI. 


view  of  the  surrouiuliiij/  country.  From  one  side 
might  be  .seen  tlie  low  Ihit  l.'ind  in  the  district  of  San 
Bias  witli  the  Santia-_fo  sluggishly  winding  its  way  into 
the  .sea.  On  tlie  otiier,  a  fir  diflcrent  scene.  Ranges 
of  mountains  intersected  by  undulating  valleys,  clothed 
in  ricli  verdure  ;  whilst  far,  far  away  in  tlie  distance,  the 
volcano  of  Tucuman,  sending  forth  volumes  of  smoke. 

A  few  words  as  to  the  climate.  The  whole  country 
is  divided  into  the  '  tierra  caliente,'  or  hot  region ; 
the  'tierra  templada,'  or  temperate  region;  and  the 
'  tierra  fria,'  or  cold  region.  The  first  embraces  the 
low  coast  and  adjaceni  land  ;  such,  for  instance,  as 
that  of  San  Bias,  and  along  that  coast  \\\)  to  an 
elevation  of  about  2,000  feet,  within  which  limits  un- 
healthy exhalations  and  fevers  prevail.  Tej)ic  may 
fairly  be  set  down  as  being  in  the  second  region,  which 
includes  slopes  of  mountains,  and  those  tracts  between 
2,000  and  5,000  feet  elevation,  within  which  a  healthy 
atmosphere  is  experienced. 

The  principal  in'oduce  of  the  plains  and  declivities 
of  the  table  land  is  maize,  wheat,  sugar-cane,  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  colTee.  The  staple  of  the  cotton  is  rather 
coar.se,  and  from  it  a  coarse  kind  of  cloth  is  made, 
uuich  used  by  the  Indians.  Tlie  collee  is  of  sujjerior 
quality,  but  is  not  extensively  cultivated.  Sugar  and 
tobacco  are  lH)th  ex[)orted.  An  enormous  number  of 
cigars  are  made  both  at  Tepic  and  San  Bias.  They 
nowhere  approach  a  good  Ilavannah  in  flavour  ;  but 
those  of  strongest  quality,  if  kei)t  dry  for  some  time, 
are  by  no  means  bad  smoking.     The  point  in  their 
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favour  is  exceeding  cheapness,  for  'Conchas' — al)oiit 
the  best  brand — are  4/.  a  tliousaiid. 

Tepic  is  a  wcll-])uilt,  clean  Utile  town,  ])oasting  a 
cathedral   and   theatre,  besides  having  a  laige  Plaza, 
which   serves  both    purposes  of  market-place   in   the 
morning  and  promenade  in  the  evening,  when  a  band 
j)Iays.     We  visited  both  theatre  and  bull-ring.     The 
I)erformance  at  the  latter  was  nit  her  a  grote.s(]ue  afliiir. 
The  fight  might  l)e  termed  a  .sham  one,  as  the  bulls 
were  ahnost  harndess,  their  horns  being  blunted  and 
bound   in  cloth.      Clowns  ajjpeared  on   the  scene  of 
action,  mounted  on  donkeys,  causing  grent  amusement. 
The  following  day  we  drove  out  to  the  cotton  factory 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Barron  and  Forbes.    We  carefully 
inspected   all   the  diflferent  buildings,  which   certainly 
reflect  great  credit  on  the  energy  and  enteri)rise  of  the 
owners.     About    300    Indians   are  emjjloyed    in    this 
establishment.     Here  are  tastefully  laid  out  gardens, 
with  a  beautiful  orange  grove,  which  formerly  used  to 
be  lit  up  with  variegated  lamps,  where  the  '  danza '  in 
all  its  voluptuousness,  to  the   nuinnur  of  soft  nuisic, 
was  the  delight  of  the   indolent,  dark-eyed  Mexican 
Senoritas.     No  doubt  many  ;i   tale  could    be    told  of 
love   scenes   amidst   these   scented    bowers.      An    old 
Scotchman,  overseer  of  the  establishment,  was  quite 
eloquent  on  the  subject,  and  heaved  a  rleep  sigh  fr(jm 
his  rugged  breast  when  he  recalled  scones  of  the  past. 
Then  Mes.srs.  Barron  and  Forbes  were  j)rinces  in  the 
land,  but  now  the  glory  has  di'parted 

Kesumingcmr  seats  in  the  cairiag*',  we  drove  out  to 
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Puya,  distant  from  Topir  nbout  4  leagues.  Puya  is 
situated  \\\  one  of  tlie  numerous  valleys  of  the  district. 
The  inhabitants  are  nearly  all  employed  in  the  sugar 
factory,  which  we  visited.  The  quantity  made  is 
enormous,  supplying  the  country  for  miles  round,  be- 
sides much  exported.  We  next  visited  some  sulphur 
springs,  and  then  returned  to  Tc])ic  to  sj)end  our  fare- 
well evening.     Sonor  M had  kindly  engaged  the 

iiiic  military  band  of  Tepic,  which  di.scourscd  sweet 
music  during  dinner  and  the  renminder  of  the  evening. 
The  bandmaster  was  very  anxious  to  accomi)lish  '  God 
save  the  Queen,'  but,  finding  it  beyond  the  range  of  his 
powers,  besought  us  to  take  the  will  for  the;  deed. 
There  had  been  no  lack  of  either  during  our  stay,  and 
our  last  evening  was  indeed  a  merry  one.  All,  how- 
ever, were  ready  in  good  time  next  morning,  and, 
bidding  adieu  to  Tepic,  we  started  about  4  a.m.     We 

were  accompanied    this   time    by    Mr.   D ,  Senor 

M ,  his  sister,  and  .some  other  friends.     We  found 

the  journey  back  by  no  means  .so  tedious  or  unpleasant 
as  the  one  up,  but  all  were  glad  to  alight  at  ^an  Bias 
about  4  P.M.  I  caimot  close  thi.s  brief  and  imi)erfect 
account  of  our  trip  to  T(^pic  without  giving  expression 
to  our  unanimous  gratitude  at  the  hospitai)k'  and  cor- 

(bal  reception  by  Senor  M and  all  with  whom  we 

came  in  conUict. 

Febniary  3. — Left  San  Bias  on  January  31  for 
Manzanilla,  where  we  arrived  yesterday.  The  latter 
is  a  .small  village,  consisting  of  about  a  dozen  houses, 
and  the  same  number  of  huts.     It  is,  however,  u  coal- 
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ing  depot  and  c-alling  place  for  mail  steamorH,  beoause 
SO  miles  inland  is  the  rich  and  beautiful  city  of  Colima 
— the  paradise  of  Mexico — of  which  Manzanilla  is  the 
seaport  town  for  ship])ing  silver  ore,  &c.  We  sent  a 
boat  on  shore  for  letters,  but  were  much  (lisappointe<l 
to  (ind  that  by  some  mistake  noiu*  had  been  left ;  so 
afti'r  sending  a  bag  on  shore  to  await  the  next  steamer 
coming  up,  we  started  the  same  evening  for  Panama  ; 
a  long  cruise,  owing  to  the  cahns  and  light  winds 
which  prevail  in  the  interval. 

We  have  now  finished  with  the  coast  of  Mexico,  and, 
hurried  though  our  visit  has  been,  it  was  of  suflicient 
duration  to  obtain  a  glimpse  of  those  peculiarities  l)y 
which  this  country  appears  to  be  held  back  in  the  rapid 
advance  of  civilisation  shown  by  other  countries.  Of 
a|)paront  inexhaustible  wealth  in  mineral  produce,  in 
addition  to  agricultural  prospects  of  no  mean  order,  we 
have  yet  seen  jioverty  in  its  worst  form  all  over  the 
land  ;  little  or  no  attempt  made  to  develope  those  re- 
sources ;  while  a  good  criterion  of  the  country's  credit 
is  shown  by  a  glance  at  the  quotation  of  foreign  stocks, 
wh<>re  we  see  that  Mexican  .securities  arc  down  to  15. 
Mexico,  indeed,  seems  to  b(>  under  a  curse,  but  it  is 
the  curse  of  misrule;,  past  an<l  pre>ent.  ^biy  the  future 
have  something  in  store  by  which  she  may  follow  in 
the  path  of  other  natif)ns,  no  longer  held  back,  but 
urged  on  to  imi)roveinent,  if  only  by  a  .sense  of  self- 
preservation.  For,  if  not,  assuredly  she  will  lose  all 
individuality,  and  become  swallowe<l  uj)  in  that  gradual 
encroachment  bv  wlii<'h  the  chief  nation  of  this  con- 


II 


250 


OUR  JOURNAL  IN  THE  PACIFIC       Cu.  XIII. 


I 


■ 


nr^ 


U  J 


\ 

\ 

i 

i 

( 

tincnt  seeks  to  gather  the  wliole  under  one  denomina- 
tion. 

February  7. — We  liave  made  very  httle  j)rogres3 
since  starting ;  nothing  but  the  Hghtest  of  winds  and 
calms,  so  yesterday  we  got  up  steam,  in  tlie  hope  that 
100  miles  further  on  a  breeze  niiglit  be  met.  This 
morning  we  were  gladdened  by  seeing  the  sails  lill. 
During  tliese  days  of  calm  the  heat  has  been  intense, 
nevertheless  the  Free  and  EasyCom[)any  had  .sullicicnt 
energy  to  give  a  concert.  Mr.  C also  gave  a  lec- 
ture, entitled  'Maximum  and  Minimum,'  when  con- 
siderable talent  was  shown  in  simplifying  many  abstru.se 
geometrical  problems  by  means  of  a  slate  and  piece  of 
chalk. 

February  11. — Perhaps  in  no  part  of  the  world  are 
there  so  many  miles  of  calm  weather  as  in  thi.s,  and  yet 
we  are  some  way  ofl'  the  broadest  belt.  Consequently, 
at  the  first  .sign  of  wind,  sail  power  was  resorted  to,  for 
our  stock  of  coal  is  very  limited,  and  decreasing  daily. 
A  sad  accident  took  place  yesterday  :  a  stoker  fell  down 
from  the  upper  to  the  lower  deck,  and  died  a  few 
minutes  afterwards.  It  seems  to  be  peculiarly  our  fate 
that  all  accidents  arc  attended  with  the  most  .serious 
results.  For  the  last  two  or  three  days  we  have  been 
passing  turtle;  so  yesterday,  having  just  got  up  steam 
in  despair  of  wiml,  we  sto])ped  and  sent  the  lifeboat  to 
liarpoon  a  few  whilst  floating  asleep  on  the  water.  She 
was  very  successful,  securing,  in  an  hour's  time,  eleven 
of  various  sizes,  the  largest  being  over  50  lbs.  weight, 
while  the  smallest  was  not  bigger  than  a  garden  tor- 
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toisc.  When  tlie  water  is  perfectly  e.ilin  fhey  can  l)e 
seen  a  long  tlistanee  off.  It  is  common  to  see  birds 
perched  on  them,  sometimes  two  or  three  on  one  turtle, 
so  they  are  most  conspicuous.  On  api)r()a('hin</ a  turtle 
thus  ornamented,  I  saw  one  of  the  birds  settle  on  the 
handle  of  the  harpoon,  when  about  to  strike,  so  lame  are 
tliey.  This  afternoon,  having  arrived  where  can  be  felt 
the  influence  of  the  gulf  of  Tehuatitepec,  from  whence 
usually  proceeds  n  breeze,  we  experienced  the  })leasure 
of  seeing  a  ripple  on  the  ocean,  and  feeling  a  cool  re- 
freshing breeze.  Sail  was  made  and  soon  the  wind 
came  strong.  It  is  a  curious  |)hen()menon  feeling  the 
wind  so  strong  out  of  the  gulf  of  Tehuiuitej)ec  at  this 
distance  from  land.  It  is  g(nierally  ascribed  to  the 
narrowness  of  the  continent  at  this  part,  and  the  strong 
winds  blowing  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico  coming  acro.ss,  are 
felt  some  distance  out  on  the  Pacific  ocean. 

February  19. — During  the  last  eight  days  we  have 
been  slowly  drifted  towards  our  port,  more  by  the 
assistance  of  the  current  than  anything  else.  (V(!a- 
sionally  a  light  wind  comes  for  an  hour  or  two,  then 
dies  away ;  but  little  coal  ])revent<^  \is  from  continual 
.steaming.  With  an  absence  of  wind  tiie  heat  is  great, 
too  nmch  so  for  debating,  so  lighter  amusement  was 
afforded  last  evening  by  readings  from  Uickens  and 
Fielding. 

For  the  last  two  or  threi'  days  we  liave  been  en- 
countering that  unaccountable  phenomenon  with  which 
the  ocean  teems,  called  tide  rips.  Now,  although  the 
various  movements  of  the  water  on  the  stnface  of  the 
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globe  arc  but  little  understouil,  it  in  geiiurully  conceded 
ilmt  the  cliief  cause  is  the  wind  that  blows  ot'tenest  in 
the  locality.    That  other  forces  must  be  at  work  to  pro- 
duce the  vaiiations  we  meet  of  surface  currents  is  also 
generally  allowed  ;  but,  in  defining  those  causes,  it  is 
then  that  movements  .such  as  tide  rips  defy  our  in- 
genuity and   the   knowledge   we   now    j)o.sse.ss.     Met 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  they  arc,  I  believe,  more 
numerous  in  the  regions  where  the  wind  never  blows, 
and   more   rapid   in  inverse  proportion  as  the  iK'caii 
around  is  calm.     Yet  though  by  olxservation  they  have 
been  found  to  'movc  at  the  rate  of  20  and  MO  miles  an 
hour,  the  po.sicion  of  a  ship  i)assing  through  llioin  is  not 
allected  in  the  slightest ;  showing  conclusively  that  if 
all  currents  extend  to  but  little  depth,  these  cannot 
come  under  the  category,  or  be  attributed  to  a  local 
wind.     We  must  then  fall  back  on  the  evaporation  of 
water,  or  its  deposition  by  a  c<jiiliguous  current.     Eva- 
])oration  may  take  phu-e  liere  quicker  from  a  greater 
heat,  causing  a  rush  of  water  to  fill  up  the  space,  or  it 
may  be  the  neutral  ground  between  o|)posite  currents, 
or  rather  flowing  in  diflereiit  directions,  leaving  a  space 
of  lowered  water,  which,  to  preserve  equilibrium,  nuist 
be  raised.     Hence   may  be  these  patches  of  agitated 
water  in  the  midst  of  a  great  calm,  without  at  all  in- 
fiinging  on  the  axiom  that  a  particle  of  water  will  visit 
in  its  turn  every  portion  of  the  globe.     At  all  events, 
anyone  who  CiUi  incontestably  point  out  and  prove  thi; 
cause  of  this  peculiar  movement  will  do  a  great  deal 
for  that  science   which  seeks   to  penetrate  the  many 
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mysterios  )ipi)crtainitig  to  the  greater  half  of  our 
universe. 

February  23. — We  have  luniuiged  at  last,  by  means 
of  light  winds,  favourable  currents,  and  small  steam, 
to  get  within  300  miles  of  Tanama,  and  expect  to 
arrive  on  the  25tli.  With  a  decrease  of  distance  has 
come  an  ineivase  of  heat,  aceompanied  by  occasional 
heavy  showers  of  rain.  Hut  it  did  not  prevent  a  large 
assemblage  nmstering  to  hear  a  lecture  on   '  M(Klern 

Naval  Tactics,'  by  C -.     As  an  illustration,  he  gave 

us  an  imaginaiy  batlK-  between  two  fleet.s,  denominatetl 
as  the  'growlers'  and  'loafers,'  with  his  idea  of  what 
might  take  place  under  .such  circumstances  as  '  ram- 
ming,' '  boarding,'  or  '  ex[)losion  of  .shells  in  the  battciy.' 
A  clever  lecture,  instructive  as  well  as  amusing,  be- 
sides giving  rise  to  some  debate,  not  all  agreeing 
with  the  theories  advanced.  It  is  practical  experience 
and  real  warfare  only  that  will  teach  us  the  best 
method  of  turning  to  account  the  novel  material  under 
connuand,  and  the  conditions  which  should  regulate 
the  several  means  of  attack  and  defence. 

Fi'hrtiary  20. — Arrived  at  Tanama  yesterday  even- 
intr,  thou'di  at  one  time  it  seemi.'d  iloubtful.  For,  dur- 
ing  the  previous  night,  a  head  wind  sprang  up,  so  that 
early  in  the  morning  we  found  ourselves  with  only 
twelve  tons  of  coal  left ;  wind  and  current  again.st  us; 
and  30  miles  off  the  anchorage.  Under  .such  circum- 
stances there  was  no  lu  Ip  but  to  lay  off  under  .sail  until 
wind  and  tide  were  favourable.  It  is  needless  to  say 
the  weather  was  watched  most  anxiously,  jmd  impos- 
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si!)Ic  to  dcscnbe  our  joy  wlicn,  about  iioou,  the  dosiivd 
cliaiige  came  about.  Steam  wa.s  got  up,  and  we  reaclied 
Panama  at  4  r.M.  It  waa  not  long  before  a  boat-lond  of 
letters  enabled  us  to  roHumo  that  connnunication  with 
the  outer  world  which  had  been  interrupted  since  leav- 
ing San  Fiancisco  on  New  Year's  Day.  The  most 
important  item  was  the  extraordinary  part  taken  by 
America  in  assuming  that  by  the  Wasiungton  Treaty 
certain  monstrous  [)ropositions,  known  as  the  Indirect 
Claims,  miglit  l)e  brought  forward.  As  tliese  simply 
rest  on  the  vaguest  assum|>tions,  which  could  not  for  a 
moment  be  entertained  by  England,  ^mtting  aside  the 
fact  of  their  involving  a  sum  as  large  as  our  national 
debt,  it  will  rcfjuire  dii)lomacy  of  no  mean  order  to 
prevent  a  rupture.  On  top  of  this  we  have  the  sad 
news  of  the  assassination  of  Earl  Mayo,  Viceroy  of 
India;  a  man,  both  in  his  private  character  and  public 
cajjacity,  eminently  adapted  to  govern  thai-  country. 
Should  this  prove  to  be  the  act  of  a  religious  fanatic 
again,  it  may  cause  some  anxiety  to  be  felt  concerning 
the  relations  of  India  to  the  mother  country. 

March  7. — Ilaving  coaled  at  Panama,  we  crossed 
over  to  Taboga  on  the  4th,  and  took  in  the  provisions 
that  had  been  .sent  up  fnmi  Valparaiso.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  we  weighed,  and  succeeded  in  getting  through 
our  prize  firing,  though,  as  the  number  of  our  available 
and  efficient  guns  is  reduced  to  five,  it  was  a  matter  of 
doubt  whether  a  week  would  not  be  necessary.  But 
one  day  sufficed,  and  we  anchored  again  at  Panama  on 
the  evening  of  the  5th.     The  next  day  we  parted  with 
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rt'lii('taiu!L»  from  .some  old  MhijHnult'i  wliom  l>a<l  lionlth 
coinpollt'cl  to  return  to  England.  VVc  could  ill  rtj>arc 
thoni,  for  a  coni[)anionshi|)  of  more  than  two  years  had 
shown  that  not  often  shall  we  meet  their  like.  This 
morning  wc  left  Panama  and  are  now  cn  route  fur 
Tayta. 

Muirh  13. — Cro.ssed  the  line  exactly  at  noon  to-day. 
A  few  were  on  the  look-out  for  it,  but  did  not  observe 
any  i)al[)abi('  dillcrence  in  the  aspect  of  the  ocean.  For 
the  la.st  week  the  heat  has  been  inten.se,  without  a 
breath  of  wind,  so  we  have  been  steaming  ;  occa.sionally 
dro|)])ing  a  boat  an(]  picking  u[)  turtle,  and  on  the  look- 
on*  for  the  steamer  going  north  to  send  letters. 

Morch  17. — Last  night  close  upon  midnight  the 
lights  of  a  steamer  were  seen  apj)roaching,  evidently,  as 
was  thought,  the  mail.  Great  excitement  on  board. 
Hhe  must  be  stopj)e(l  at  all  ha/ards.  '  Fire  a  gun  ! ' 
liang.  'Has  she  stopped?'  'No.'  'Fire  another!' 
Bang.  'Well?'  'Still  going  ahead.'  Mucli  excitement 
and  wrath.  'Fire  another  gun!'  'Let  off  a  rocket 
and  burn  a  blue  light !'  Excitement  and  wrath  of  all 
at  the  highest  j)itch.  The  ship  was  observed  clo.se  to 
till  the  light  was  burnt,  which  made  such  a  glare 
that  nothing  was  discernible.  Wlien  that  went  out 
with  a  s])hitter  tii<'  .steamer  appeared  to  have  gone  out 
too,  for  we  .saw  nothing  more  of  this  mysterious  appa- 
rition, and  had  to  proceed  sadly  onward.  It  was 
suggested  that  as  this  was  St.  Patrick's  Eve  the  captain 
of  her  imagined  we  were  celebrating  it  by  a  slight 
display    of  fireworks,   and   did    not   feel   inclined    to 
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approach  too  near.  But  whatever  she  was,  tlie  real 
Siinou  Pure  turned  up  this  morning,  when  a  steamer 
appeared,  which,  when  within  haihng  distance,  turned 
out  to  be  the  '  Payta,'  bound  for  Panama,  the  one  we 
were  looking  for.  She  was  politely  requested  to 
heave-to,  which  she  did,  and  our  letters  were  placed 
on  board. 

March  20. — At  sea  again,  having  left  Payta  yester- 
day evening,  where  we  had  arrived  on  the  17th.  At 
Payta  i;n  examination  of  that  part  of  the  ship  which 
eighteen  months  ago  shov/ed  signs  of  decay  took  place, 
when  it  was  found  that  dry  rot  had  spread  rapidly  and 
extensively,  for  it  had  penetrated  to  a  depth  of  four- 
teen inches,  this,  too,  below  the  water-line  in  the 
locality  where  rests  the  lower  edge  of  the  iron  plating. 
With  this  diseased  frame  it  will  be  unadvisable  to 
indulge  in  that  active  service  which  has  hitherto  been 
our  portion,  but  spend  the  remainder  of  our  time  on 
this  station  in  a  simg  harbour,  taking  such  remedial 
measures  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  may  require, 
before  -ttwifrtaking  that  last,  long,  and  uncertain  pas- 
sage home. 

Marcli  29. — All  last  week  we  experienced,  as  on  a 
former  occasion,  only  very  light  winds.  Now,  how- 
ever, have  penetrated  to  the  region  of  strong  trades, 
and  are  making  more  satisfactory  progress.  Numbeis 
of  huge  whales  tell  us  we  are  on  the  hunting  ground, 
but  no  ships  are  visible. 

April  10. — Up  to  the  8th  we  had  been  steadily 
progressing  under  the  influence  of  the  south-east  trade 
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wind  towards  tlie  soutli.  On  tluit  day  tlie  limit  was 
reached,  and  a  calm  succeeded.  Twenty  lioui's  .steam- 
ing, liowever,  bronj^lit  us  into  a  westerly  wind.  It 
was  not  to  be  de[)ended  on,  for  this  morning  the 
gathering  clou<ls  gave  token  of  a  change,  and  .soon  we 
experienced  that  peculiar  weather  generally  met  with 
on  the  edge  of  the  trades — sudden  shifts  of  wind,  lulls, 
S(|ualls,  and  heavy  showers  of  rain.  At  times,  if  such 
is  possible,  thei'c  was  evidence  of  two  winds  blowing 
in  opposite  directions  at  the  same  time;  tlie  iii)j)er 
sails  forcing  the  ship  astern,  whilst  on  deck  the  l)ree/e 
was  undeniably  blowing  from  that  quarter.  In  tiiese 
localities  veiy  peculiar  weather  is  encoimtered,  indi- 
cjiting  some  great  atmospheric  struggle. 

April  18. — A  few  hours  more  steaming,  and  we 
again  picked  up  a  westerly  wind  on  the  12th,  though 
light,  and  accompanied  by  a  heavy  swell.  But  the 
wind  gathered  strength  daily,  so  that  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  16th  it  was  a  matter  of  remark  that  we  had 
made  40  miles  in  four  hours.  Only  those  who  have 
sailed  the  vast  Pacific  in  a  sIoav  ironclad  will  appre- 
ciate this.  To  produce  such  a  result  a  strong  wind  is 
required,  but  soon  afterwards  it  became  a  little  more. 
About  3  A.M.  the  following  morning  a  very  heavy 
s(|uall  struck  the  ship,  creating  great  havoc  amongst 
the  sails  which  were  old.  Throucch  the  breakiuij  of 
the  lee  fore  lift  and  consequent  position  of  the  yard,  it 
was  reported  in  two  halves,  which  deception  was 
assisted  by  the  darkness.  Great  relief  was  felt  when 
afterwards  the  si)ar  was  found  to  have  sustained  tlic 
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jurk  Avithout  injuiy.  It  was  not  long  before  tlie 
damaged  sails  were  shifted  and  the  ship  pro*  eeding  on 
her  course,  whilst  the  wind  appeared  to  have  expended 
all  its  energy  in  that  supreme  effort.  Those  wdio  wit- 
nessed the  occurrence  record  that  seldom  have  they 
experien(;ed  so  fierce  a  sqsiall,  or  one  that  gave 
such  slight  indication  of  its  approach.  Several  others 
occurred  during  the  day,  l^ut  none  of  the  same  mag- 
nitude. 

This  is  our  thirtieth  day  at  sea  on  this  cruise,  and 

our  concluding  lecture  was  given  last  night  by  T , 

on  *  The  Construction  of  Great  Guns.'  Those  who 
listened  and  heard  how  perfection  is  combined  with 
so  much  simplicity,  and  explained  so  as  to  bring  light 
to  the  most  obtuse,  must  have  felt  that  in  one  depart- 
ment at  least  there  are  few  flaws. 
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ARRIVK      AT     VALPARAISO  —  HAD     STATK     UK     TIIK    SHIP  —  CRICKET    AND 

nuxTixG  —  00  TO  fourniHo  —  pkci'liakitiks  ok  tiik  earth's  SUK- 

FAOE— THK  PARAtl-KL  Ti;RUACK,S — THK  TITAN  ROtKS  — COPPKR  MI.VKS 
— THK  WORKS  AT  I,A  COM  PAXIA— RARRKXXKSS  OK  THK  COCXTRY  - 
ATHLKTIC  SPORTS — SKIXIXG  —  DANCE  AT  LA  SEP.ENA— SIIOOTIXO  — A  DAV 
AMOXO  THE  OOLDEX  PLOVER — THEATRICAL  PEUKORMAXCE  ON  SHORE 
— GREAT  SUCCESS — REVOLUTIOX  IX  PERU — THE  IIROTIIKRS  (ilTTIEREZ 
— MURDER  OF  THE  PRESIDKXT — TRAGIC  EXI)  OK  THE  BROTHERS— 
FURY  OF  THE  PEOPLE — ARRIVAL  OK  THE  'DOVER  CASTLE  '  OX  KIRE — 
A  TOTAL  WRECK — AN  EXCU'IRY  LEADS  TO  DIKKICULTIES  —  EXCITEMEXT 
IN  THE  TOWX — ARRIVAL  OK  THE  '  FAWX  '  AXD  '  I'ETREL  ' —  LEAVE 
COQUIMBO. 

Wk  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the  moriiiiig  of  April  22, 
after  a  passnge  of  tliirty-tliree  (lays  from  Payta,  con- 
tiimiiig  to  have  a  fair  wind  from  the  18th. 

Tlie  nicfht  before  cfetting  in  it  blew  veiv  liard  from 
the  south.  One  heavy  sea  came  in  over  the  poop  on 
the  starboard  quarter.  Altogether  it  Avas  a  nasty  night, 
and  we  were  much  pleased  to  see  Valparaiso  light  at 
3  A.M.,  exactly  when  and  where  it  was  expected ;  then 
steamed  in,  and  anchored  at  7.30  a.m. 

What  a  relief  after  having  been  ninety-six  days  at 
sea  out  of  112  since  we  left  San  Francisco ;  .still 
greater  to  thiidv  that  not  again  till  we  stall  on  the 
final  voyage  will  a  distant  cruise  be  attempted.  For  a 
survey  of  the  ship  showed  her  to  be  decayed  in  sevei'a.l 
))hices,  and  it  was  recommended  that  the  shelter  of  u 
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(juiet  liarbour  he  foimd  \vliil?s1  tliosc  tumporiiiy  iu|)i»iis 
were  instituted  necessary  to  impart  strength,  heloic 
venturing  to  encounter  tiie  uncertainties  ot"  ocean 
traveh  Vali)arais(),  being  subject  to  northers,  by 
which  great  chnnage  is  often  doiu'  to  vessels  in  the 
harbour,  was  for  us  out  of  the  question,  and  Coquinibo 
was  selected. 

We  were  nearly  a  month  at  Valparaiso,  during 
which  time  but  little  occurred  of  note ;  nearly  all  the 
time  was  taken  in  coaling  and  caulking  the  ship.  The 
'  Scylla '  wc  found  on  arrival,  and  before  she  left  foi- 
the  north  had  time  to  fmd  out  that  sea  cruising  had 
not  imin-oved  our  cricket ;  for  in  a  match  with  ln'i- 
the  *  Zealous'  was  beaten  by  four  wickets,  whilst  a 
combined  eleven  of  the  two  shi])s  failed  to  make  any 
impression  on  the  redoubtable  Valparaiso  Club,  who 
won  by  eight  wickets. 

The  lateness  of  the  hunting  season  was  a  disappoint 
ment,  one  meet  only  taking  place  during  our  stay. 
On  that  occasion  our  own  officers  constituted  the  field, 
and  the  majority  were  in  at  the  death. 

We  left  Valparaiso  on  May  18,  and  arrived  at 
CVxiuimbo  on  the  2()th. 

The  port  of  Co(juimbo  and  its  environs  has  been 
described  on  a  former  visit,  though  it  was  of  such  brief 
duration  that  many  topics  of  interest  connected  witli 
tiie  country  were  but  barely  touched  u[)oii.  It  might 
justly  be  asserted  for  that  reason  it  was  presum[)luous 
to  form  any  opinion.  15ut  a  further  expei-ience  of 
nearly  three  mouths  has  shown  the  majority  of  tlio>e 
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iini)rc'f<.sions  to  be  ronvct,  at  tlic  same  time  to  add 
additional  knowledge,  and  speak  with  more  authority 
on  tlie  subject. 

It  may  be  said  that  this  coast  has  l)cen  the  subjei-t 
of  many  pens  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  extracts 
from  Captain  Jiasil  Hall's  'Journal,'  Darwin's  •  Expe- 
riences,' find  other  works  of  a  similar  (character,  but 
little  had  been  left  unsaid  of  interest  or  novelty.  A 
country,  however,  like  Chile  is  undergoing  change  day 
by  day,  as  it  is  oj)ened  out  and  the  resoui'ces  de- 
veh)ped.  As  most  of  these  books  describe  the  country 
as  it  was  iifty  years  ago,  tlujre  may  be  finmd  as  much 
interest  in  tracing  the  dilference  the  interval  has 
brought  about,  as  gaining  our  knowledge  by  an  age 
gone  bye. 

As  this,  however,  is  a  journal  more  of  our  own 
doin";s  than  an  elal)orate  account  of  the  countries  we 
visit,  those  will  occupy  a  more  prominent  position, 
lhou<di  not  to  shut  out  altogether  such  ])eculiarities  of 
improvement,  or  otherwise,  that  may  c(»me  under  our 
notice. 

Though  races  may  alter  greatly,  both  in  ai)pearaiice 
and  custom,  in  a  few  years,  it  generally  requires  cen- 
turies to  do  the  same  with  the  distinctive  features  of 
the  country  itself.  So  it  is  that,  in  the  past  and  pre- 
sent time,  all  visitors  to  Coquimbo  have  been  struck  by 
the  peculiar  nature  of  the  earth's  surface  in  the  vicinity, 
as  well  as  by  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  huge  rocks 
scattered  here,  that  in  past  time  this  part  had  been 
subjected  to  water  abrasion  for  centuries,  and  forced 
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into  llioir  pivsc'iit  por^itioii  by  ii  violent  shock,  or  scries 
of  violent  shocks. 

The  \'jillc'y  of  Coquiniho,  with  its  j):ii;ill('l  terraces, 
has  been  well  accounted  for  by  b(jth  Lyell  and  J)arwiii ; 
and  no  doubt  the  same  theory  applies  to  these  huge 
nuiises  of  uranite,  some  of  them  40  feet  hiuli,  and 
often  scooped  out,  inside  in  a  circular  manner  of  such 
extent  tliat  three  or  four  |»eo|)l(.'  could  get  inside  with 
ease.  The  iction  ofwatei'  alone  can  account  for  this 
rtiunded  exterior  and  interior. 

To  another  cause  must  be  accredited  the  piling  of 
vast  ro(;ks  one  on  top  of  aiiothi'r,  often  .standing  apart, 
an  exact  couiilerpart  of  similar  heaps  which  small  boys 
by  the  seaside  take  a  delight  in  building  for  the  pur- 
pose of  knocking  doAvn  from  a  distance.  These,  how- 
ever, would  defy  man's  utmost  strength  and  ingenuity, 
aided  by  the  ap])liance8  that  uiodern  science  all()rds  for 
lifting  heavy  weights.  Only  an  etirthquake,  or  upheaval 
(»f  the  earth,  could  cieate  such  a  chaos  of  order. 

This  is  further  substantiated  by  observing  that  uuiny 
huge  masses  are  cracked  in  half  and  lying  again&t 
others,  which  arc  broken  up  by  the  force  of  contact. 
Though  granite,  by  long  exposure  to  various  influences 
it  has  dctei'iorated,  so  that  the  outer  surface  will  ])eel 
off' easily  when  struck  by  some  solid  substance.  Extra- 
ordinary are  the  positions  they  often  stand  in,  and 
afford  a  striking  exami)le  of  that  terrible  unseen  sub- 
teiTanean  power. 

The  (0])per  mines  of  Chile  are  very  rich,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  this  metal  is  sent  every  fortnight  to  Eng- 
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liiiid.  At  tlic  present  time  llie  inMikcf  price  of  copper 
is  uiuisunlly  liigli,  tlierefore  good  i)ro(its  are  renli/ed. 
At  Compafiia,  near  La  Serena,  iii'e  the  works  of  Mr. 
Lambert,  principally  for  the  making  of  sulj)hale  of 
ropper  with  sul[)huric  aeid.  It  is  used  largely  in  the 
silver  mines  as  a  most  useful  ingredient  in  se[)arating 
the  silver  fi'om  the  ori'.  It  is  an  interesting  process  to 
observe  the  action  of  the  acid  on  tlie  ore.  Strips  oi"  lead 
are  hung  in  tlie  liquid,  on  which  forms  a  crustation  of  a 
beautiful  blue  colour,  and  becomes^  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  an  inch  thick.  V>y  this  time  the  ore  is  ex- 
hausted and  the  sulphate  taken  out.  To  Compania  was 
a  favourite  ride  or  walk,  for  here  a  kindly  welcome  was 

certain  from  Mr.  Ii ,   the  manager,   whose  genial 

hospitality  and  readiness  to  explain  everything  con- 
nected with  the  process  will  always  be  remembered 
with  pleasure. 

\  stay  of  three  months  at  Coquimbo  was  an  ngrt!0- 
able  change  after  the  almost  continuous  cruising  of  the 
past  two  years,  during  which  period  37,000  miles  had 
been  traversed,  and  .382  days  spent  at  sea  out  of  (S2(). 
Had  it  not  been  for  this,  not  even  the  immunity  of  oui- 
anchorage  from  northers,  and  sheltered  fi'om  all  winds 
that  prevail,  in  addition  to  a  weather  of  the  fim-st  de- 
scription, and,  lastly,  a  regular  receipt  and  transmission 
of  mails,  not  all  these  could  quite  counterbalance  the 
disadvantages  of  a  neighbourhood  almost  as  l)arren  of 
amusement  as  it  was  of  grass,  or  aught  to  give  plea- 
sure to  the  pedestrian.  Here,  therefore,  as  has  been 
the  case  generally  during  our  pilgrimage,  we  had  ' 
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fall  back  U|)oii  our  own  rt'sourcos  for  iiinus<.'mL'iit  and 
relaxutioM — j)L'f'iiliiirly  iiL't'essuiy  for  those  who  \fn  down 
to  Hr!  sea  ill  shii)S — to  pivscrvc  a  liealtliy  condition  of 
mind  and  body. 

An  acknowledgment  of  this  created  tliose  methods 
by  which  at  sea  we  sought  tc  alleviate  tlie  mono- 
tony of  our  lives,  and  by  a  system  of  all  labouring 
for  the  (;onmion  weal,  tend  lo  bring  about  a  good-will 
ill  the  connnunity  which  not  even  the  depressing  ed'eets 
of  a  sixty  days'  ciuise  could  corrode.  After  nuiny 
varieties  something  new  was  suggested,  namely, 
athletic  sports. 

This  was  no  sooner  i)romulgated  than  carried  into 
execution  with  characteristic  energy.  A  hwge  flat 
plain  of  hard  sand,  which  is  alternately  drill-ground, 
cricket-ground,  and  race-course,  served  us  admirably 
oil  this  occasion  for  a  course,  though  perhaps  at  home 
siu'li  material  would  hardly  be  considered  adapted. 
As,  however,  we  had  long  been  without  the  sight  of 
grass,  the  incongruity  did  not  strike  us  with  the  same 
force  it  would  any  one  fresh  from  a  green  country. 
Here  also  was  am|)le  sj)ace  for  the  vast  number  of 
spe(*tators,  some  of  whom  came  a  great  distance  to  wit- 
ness such  an  unusual  sight  in  those  j)arts.  They 
appeared  to  take  great  intcM'est  in  all  that  went  on, 
especially  the  three-legged  and  sack  race.  These  latter 
seemed  to  confirm  them  in  the  belief  that  the  majority 
of  ]']iiglishmeii  are  mad,  with  but  little  method  in  it,  if 
the}'  find  pleasure  in  trying  to  produce  compound 
fractures. 
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The  |)i<))^njiuimo  for  tin;  day  showed  twenty  events; 
eleven  for  the  oflicers  and  nine  se[)urate  events  for  the 
l)hK!-juckets  and  marines.  As  minute  details  for  each 
would  take  too  nuieh  spaee,  the  fortunes  of  the  former 
only  will  be  followed. 

'i'lie  first  event  was  a  hurdle  raei',  !')()  yards,  six 
luu'dles,  !■>  ft.  4  in.  hijjsh.  From  a  scarcity  of  wood  the 
hurdles  were  made  of  rope,  which  was  not  a  happy 
idea.  For,  being  whitewashed,  they  had  a  most 
baulking  inclination  to  the  few  that  could  see  them  at 
all.  One  or  two  severe  falls  were  encountered  before 
the  final  heat  was  won  by  Mr.  Wright  (sub-lieut.), 
though  i)ressed  hard  by  Mr.  Inglefield  (niid.).  Throw- 
ing the  cricket-bail  was  won  by  Mr.  Warren  (mid.),  at 
82  yai'ds.  A  better  throw  was  lost  to  this  gentleman  by 
the  ball  lodging  on  the  stomach  of  one  of  the  spectators, 
who,  having  at  our  practice  seen  the  ball  thrown  and 
caught,  believed  it  to  be  of  soft  nature,  and  so  was  not 
so  nimble  in  getting  out  of  the  way  as  he  was  after- 
wards if  the  ball  had  the  slightest  tendency  in  his 
direction. 

The  (juarter  of  a  mile  race  produced  a  number  of 
conn)etitors,  and  a  well-contested  struggle  ;  Mr.  Creagh 
(mid.)  coming  in  an  easy  winner  in  1  m.  7  s.  The 
same  oHicer  also  won  the  100  yards  in  11  s.,  and  the 
high  jump  with  4  ft.  8  in.  The  long  jump  was  won 
by  Mr.  Corbet  at  15  It.  The  mile  race  was  well  run 
consideiing  the  short  training  and  nature  of  the  ground. 
It  was  a  well-sustained  effort  on  the  ])ai't  of  ]\Ir.  Sun- 
deiland  (sub-lieut.),  who  [)reserved  an  even  regularity 
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of  piK't',  wliicli  hroujilit  liim  in  a  wiimri  in  '^  ni.  ."»S  s. 
Mr.  (ircMt  (mid.)  ran  i^anidy  I'oi-  a  second  place.  Tlio 
ialLer  also  won  the  sack  race  williout  a  stumble,  dis- 
playing' powei's  akin  to  the  kani^aroo. 

The  tliree-le^j^'ed  race  caused  nreat  amusement 
umon<_'st  the  natives,  so  that  it  was  dillieult  to  keep  a 
clear  course.  'The  lace  was  so  well  contested  that  a 
tie  I'esulted,  which  eventually  lemiinated  to  the  l)enelit 
of  Messr.s.  ^Martin  and  MoiilLzonieiy  (mid.). 

'I'lie  sports  concluded  with  a  consolation  stak  of 
'J')!)  yai'ds,  which  |)i(tved  e([ual  to  any  of  the  precedinj.; 
events.  Mr.  (Ji-cat  le(l  in  g(M)d  style  till  within  a  few 
yards  of  tiie  wiii.Mug-post,  when  Mr.  Warren  (mid.) 
came  up  with  a  not-to-be-resisted  rush,  passed  the  for- 
mei",  and  landed  a  winner  by  a  yard.  Thus  ende(l  a 
most  successful  day,  long  to  be  remembered  in  tlio 
annals  of  ('o(|uimbo. 

Our  stay  was  also  markeil  by  an  exchangt'  of  lios- 
pitalities  in  the  way  of  dancc's;  and  a  ball  at  La 
Serena,  given  to  the  Admiral  and  ollicors  by  the  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Chib,  |)roved  most  attractive.  That  it  was 
successful  may  be  inferred  fnjm  the  fact  that  after 
(')  A.M.  a  party  adjourned  to  the  Hotel,  protracting,  in 
nuitual  signs  of  friendshij),  the  hour  of  taking  rest. 
Seining  parties  were  at  one  time  numerous,  though  tlu; 
number  of  fisli  taken  was  not  great.  A  species  of  dog- 
mackerel  abounded,  whicli  ajjpenred  to  scare  other 
sorts,  but  in  a  certain  corner,  near  the  copper-works, 
very  often  a  good  haul  of  mullet  was  obtained  ;  though 
!i  quantity  of  wi'cd  made  the  work  somewhat  heavy. 
The  electric  fish  was  occasionallv  cauahl. 
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'I'licrc;  is  no  sliooiiiiLj  lo  spciik  of  in  llu'  vicinity  «tl 
Coqninil)o,  iIiouliIi  m  lew  ^nipf  were  oljtiiincd  at  times 
in  .>^oni('  nmislu's  nciir  La  Suicna  ;  on  llu-  plains,  how- 
ovor,  at  the  back  ot'  (hiavacan,  a  laiyc  nunihci'  ol' 
f^oldcn  |)lovcr  ainniaily  make  llicii-  apijcaiancc.  'Ilu-y 
only  icnjain  in  Hocks  tor  about  tiirei'  weeks,  and  it  is 
dillicuit  to  say  wiiat  is  tlieir  object,  lor  tlie  <^ronnd  on 
which  they  conjjivuate  is  destitute  of  the  slijihtest  vej^e- 
tation,  beinj.'  all  sand  and  stones.  If  it  be  for  food, 
insects  alone  can  account  for  theii'  |)ri'si'nce.  Anyhow, 
it  caused  an  exodus  of  ^auis  and  small  battue  parlies. 
By  this  means  i)irils  were  kept  on  the  nio\e  IVom  one 
to  the  other,  so  that  on  a  certain  dav  luiited  i-llijrts 
])i'oduccd  a  bag  of  five  score.  They  are  much  lighter 
in  i)Uimage  tlian  the  English  golden  plover,  but  similar 
in  other  I'cspects,  being  moreover  caj)ital  eatiu"  In 
going  after  them  singly  it  was  most  dillicuit  toa])j)roach 
within  shot,  while  no  cover  was  obtainable  for  stalking. 

I5ut  cricket  was  the  oidy  anuisenienl  that  did  not 
once  fail.  Two  mat(.'lus  wei'c  olaved  aiiainst  an  eleven 
gathered  IVom  all  parts  through  the  eneigy  of  Mr. 
iieynolds.  The  ' /I'alous '  was  victorious  in  both  in- 
stances. In  the  lirst  match  winning  by  one  innings  and 
J'o  runs,  and  the  return  match  bv  one  innings  and  73 
runs,  jjut  perhaps  the  chief  event  of  our  stay  at 
Coquimbo  was  wlu't  all  felt  to  be  the  fmal  ellbrt  in 
theatricals.  As  this  description  of  anuisenu'ut  had  been 
born  iu  favour  and  nurtured  in  success,  it  was  detei- 
mined  the  linale  should  not  be  unworthy.  There  is  no 
theatre  at  (.  oquinibo.  but  a  large  upjx'r  allic  linxiiig  been 
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lent  Cor  tlie  orcjisioii,  it  was  soon  traiisfoi'mcd  mlo  a 
vt'iy  IJiii-  one,  a  stage  built  and  scenery  ti'anspoited 
tliciv. 

The  pei'forniaiicc  canie  ofT  on  July  20  for  tlie  joint 
l)ene(it  of  the  Protestant  Cemetery  at  Guayaean  and 
lionian  (  atlioHe  Chapel  at  Coquiinbo.  This  hai)py 
combination  of  object  had  theelleet  of  |)r{)ducing  much 
interest  and  good-will,  and  by  ihat,  as  also  by  its  un- 
common nature,  a  ci'owded  house. 
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The  pieces  were  three  in  number  —  '  Bombastes 
Fuiiosc^  ■  /he  Babes  in  the  Wood,'  and  '  A  Regular 
Fix.'  .  ■'  irst  two  had  been  played  before  at  Van- 
(;ouver,  l)i  Hie  last  was  new.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  all 
went  off  .  \st  admirably,  and  when  the  curtain  fell 
ut  the  conclusion,  loud  cheei's  testilied  to  the  complete 
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success   and    plcasui'c   all   liad   dcrivcl    ("r<»iii    such   au 
unusually  oixxl  entcitaiiniiciit. 

A  practical  proof  of  the  large  attendance  may  be 
tound  in  the  fact  that,  after  i)ayinL<;  all  e\j)enses,  the 
sum  of  40/.  was  divided  between  tlie  two  o])jeets  for 
which  it  was  <fiven.  In  the  beginninu'  of  August  we 
were  staitled  by  news  of  a  most  sanguinary  revolution 
in  Teru,  whicli,  on  anival  ol'  the  mail  steamer  from 
Callao,  was  confirmed.  l)i(l  we  not  know  them  to  be 
fnets,  it  would  l)e  dillicult  to  believe  such  events  could 
take  place  in  this  century  ;  even  though  not  long  since 
worse  were  enacted  in  one  of  the  fust  countries  of 
Europe.  The  tragedy  in  Peru  seems  to  have  been 
brought  about  by  the  ambition  of  one  man  to  force  a 
dictatv)rship  on  the  country,  who  l)y  attem])ting  that 
old  struggle  of  ruling  without  tlui  voice  of  the  ])eopl(! 
speaking  through  their  re])resentatives,  brought  down 
ui)on  himself  and  assistants  a  richly  merited  fate. 

The  President  of  Peru  at  this  time  was  Don  Josi* 
JJalta,  an  elderly  man,  of  mediocie  ability.  Ilis  time 
of  odice  had  nearly  e.\[)ired,  and  s])ecu!ation  was  rife 
as  to  who  would  be  his  successor.  Don  ]\Ianuel  Pardo, 
the  [jopular  Deputy  for  liima,  was  nearly  sure  of  ob- 
taining a  majoi'ity  of  votes.  At  this  juncture,  Don 
Tomas  Guttierez,  a  general  in  the  army,  whose  entire 
symj)athies  he  thought  to  have,  determined  to  make  a 
bid  for  power,  assisted  by  his  two  brothers,  iiriilvestre 
and  Marcelliano. 

On  July  22  General  Tomas  Guttierez  declared  him- 
self t^uprcmc  Chief  of  the  Pie[>ui)lic,  and  issued  several 
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])r(U'limiiit:i()iis.  At  tlic  sninc  time.  Colonel  Silvcstiv 
riiittierez  went  to  the  lionso  of  tlic  President  with  an 
sinned  force,  IVoni  whence  he  condueted  him  as  a  jM'i- 
soner  to  a  j)la('e  of  conlinenient.  An  order  was  <jfiven 
to  arrest  Don  Mamiel  I'ai'do,  but  the  bird  had  Mown. 

The  troo])s  were  ])laeed  under  arms  in  the  Tlaza, 
whilst  Mareelliano  endeavoured  to  j)ei'suade  the  ehief 
persoiia'j^es  of  Lima  to  favoui"  the  |)retensions  of  his 
])rother  ;  but  without  sueeess.  When  Congress  drew 
uj)  a  protest  against  these  proceedings,  it  was  forcibly 
dissolved. 

These  bold  measures  created  the  greatest  consterna- 
tion ;  no  one  knew  what  woidd  come  next,  and  for 
two  days  therc^  was  an  interregnum  of  stupefaction. 
Then  came  a  change,  which  first  originated  at  Callao. 
The  initial  movement  was  taken  by  the  fleet  on  the 
25tli,  which  unanimously  refused  to  acknowledge  Gut- 
tierez,  and  withdrew  from  Callao.  This  brought  about 
liis  downfall.  Events  succeeded  each  other  rapidly. 
The  troops  wavei'ed,  and  many  deserted  to  the  people, 
especially  in  Callao.  Silvestre  Guttierez  was  proceed- 
ing; there  with  reinforcements,  when  he  was  shot  at 
the  station,  and  that  was  the  signal  for  a  short  but 
bloody  struggle  in  the  Plaza,  between  the  few  troops 
remaining  firm  to  Guttierez  and  the  people.  The 
former  were,  however,  soon  over[)owcre(l. 

Mareelliano  Guttierez,  enraged  at  the  death  of  his 
brother,  hastened  to  where  Don  Jose  Balta  was  con- 
ihied,  and  there,  Avith  two  or  three  others,  brutally 
nuu'dered    him.      The    body    afterwards    [)resented    a 
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lu)n'il)k'  spcrtiirli',  liii\iiii:'  I'niir  hiilk'ts  in  the  liciid,  iiiid 
^cvc'iiil  ill  tilt'  hitdy.  M:iri'(*lliMii(i  tlicii  liiiiTicd  to 
Callao  witli  ;dl  the  solditTs  lie  could  iiiii>ti'r.  liriiiir 
upon  (.'Ncrybody  lie  met  or  saw.  and  tlicii  went  into  tlio 
fort.  At  iO;')!)  I'.M.  lie  was  i^illrd  hy  a  l•ilK■->^llot,  and 
tlic  tort  passi'(l  into  the  hands  of  llio  pi-opk'.  'I'lie  chief 
actor.  Toinas  ( iutticrcv,  rnKhiiLr  iiiiiisclf  (K'sci'tcd  by 
c\ervbody,  took  rcl'iiiic  in  a  (h'ULi-storc.  Here  he  was 
found  by  the  eiira«.ied  popukice,  (hau'ued  out.  and  his 
body  immediately  rijiped  up  with  a  (kijj'ger.  I'lie 
bodies  of  tlie  three  lirotiiers  wei'e  aflerwards  strimu"  up 
to  diHereiit  parts  of  the  eatlicdi'al  ;  then,  a  lire  having 
been  kindled  in  thel*laza,on  it  were  cast  their  remains. 
The  people,  infuriated  into  madness,  took  a  devilish 
deliiilit  in  these  acts  ;  but  only  for  this  latter  iiart  can 
any  blame  be  attached  to  them.  ])eyon<l  what  has 
been  related,  no  oiitra^'es  were  committed,  no  advaii- 
Itiixe  taken  of  the  L^'iieral  confusion  to  nillaiie. 

With  the  death  of  these  men  nv{\vv  ivsumed  its 
swav.  and  thus  came  to  an  end  one  of  the  most  mo- 
mentous periods  that  Tern  has  oonc  tlii'ouiih  for  many 
years.  May  this  terrible  ordeal  have  the  elfect  of  put- 
tiiiu'  on  a  lirmer  basis  the  u'overnmeiit  of  the  coniitrv, 
and  instil  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  thai  dislike  to 
violent  clian_u'e  and  individual  ambition,  indiirei'ence  to 
which  has  been  the  reproacli  of  Peru  for  some  time 
past. 

A  u't'iieral  election  resulted  in  favour  of  J)oii  Manuel 
Pardo.  whose  presidential  term  jiives  j)roinise  of  being 
one  of  impi'o\-enienl. 
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Anotlior  event  was  tlic  arrivnl,  on  fire,  of  u  large 
steanuT,  called  the  '  Dover  Castle,'  and  hired  by  the 
raeilie  Mail  t^teaniship  Company.  She  was  laden  with 
cotton,  and  had  on  board,  besides,  a  large  quantity  of 
silver  and  copper  ore. 

The  fire  was  discovered  the  night  before,  but  undcir- 
neath  so  many  bales  of  cotton  as  to  j)revent  extinction 
by  pinn|)ing  water  on  it.  The  determination  arrived 
at  then  was  to  sink  the  shij)  in  shallow  water,  and 
smother  the  fire.  This  was  done,  but  not  in  dee]) 
enough  water,  and  at  midnight  smoke  turned  int(j 
flame,  and  soon  the  whole  interior  of  the  vessel  was 
consumed,  leaving  only  the  shell  of  iron.  It  was  two 
or  three  days  before  that  was  cool  enough  to  visit, 
when  she  was  found  to  be  a  com})lete  wreck,  on  the 
eve  of  breaking  up.  The  only  course  left  to  pursue 
was  to  employ  divers  in  getting  up  the  ore  and  those 
])ales  of  cotton  imdamaged.  Thus  a  good  deal  was 
saved,  but  tlie  vessel  herself  appears  too  far  gone  io 
repay  any  effort. 

A  naval  court  of  inquiry  into  the  disaster  deprived 
tlie  captain  of  his  certificate  for  six  months  for  inaction 
and  want  of  judgment.  The  latter  part  of  the  occur- 
rence nearly  brought  the  two  countries  into  collision, 
for  the  Chilian  authorities  suddenly  were  taken  with 
the  idea  of  also  holding  an  enquiry.  With  this  end, 
the  crew  were  warned  to  appear ;  but  they  had  taken 
their  passage  to  England  by  steamer,  were  on  the 
point  of  starting,  and  did  not  see  why  they  should 
suffer  delay.     Consequently,  it   was   requisite   to   take 
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tliom  out  of  llie  steamer,  and  for  a  short  tiinc  they 
were  confined  in  tlic  Calaboose  on  shore.  Great  ex- 
citement prevailed,  and,  as  the  lawyers  would  say,  this 
was  a  very  pretty  case. 

Our  interference  was  called  in,  and  there  were 
rumours  on  board  of  serving  out  ammunition  and 
crost-belting,  &(•.  ;  but  peaceable  measures  produced  a 
compromise  <uid  saved  the  town.  The  men  were  re- 
leased on  guarantee,  and  underwent  examination.  It 
is  believed  the  later  correspondence  concerning  the 
matter  will  shoi-tly  be  issued  from  the  Foreign  (Jllice 
in  the  form  of  a  blue  book. 

About  this  time  arrived  the  joyful  news  of  the  com- 
missioning of  II. M.S.  'Eepulse'  to  relieve  us,  and  oin* 
orders  to  proceed  home  in  Xovember.  As  a  convoy 
for  the  journey  was  suggested,  H.M.S.  '  Scylla '  was 
ordered  from  Panama  to  Vancouver,  to  bring  down 
the  crews  of  '  Boxer '  and  '  Sparrowlunvk '  for  passage 
to  England,  meet  us  at  Valparaiso,  and  accompany  the 
ship  home.  Thus  all  bade  fair,  and  we  only  had  to 
await  the  course  of  events  with  patience. 

The  arrival  of  the  '  Fawn '  and  '  Petrel '  was  the 
termination  of  our  three  months'  stay  at  Coquimbo.  A 
time  that,  if  devoid  of  startling  interest,  was  nevertlie- 
less  one  of  uninterrupted  quiet,  which  we  more  needed. 
It  was  with  mixed  feelings,  then,  that  we  said  goodbye 
to  our  refuge  and  brother  wanderers  in  the  'Fawn' 
and  '  Petrel.'  Seldom,  indeed,  on  this  vast  station,  do 
you  meet  other  ships,  and  then  oidy  for  a  brief  period. 
No  wonder,  then,  if  the   union  is  closer  when   such 
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occur  ;  and  as  we  steamed  out  of  Coquinibo  Harbour, 
on  tlie  20tli  of  August,  tlie  cheers  of  those  left  beliiud 
could  not  quite  remove  a  saddened  thought  in  memory 
of  those  afloat,  as  -well  as  for  those  on  shore,  who, 
whatever  their  sphere,  had  done  the  utmost  to  lighten 
the  cares  appertainuig  to  a  naval  life. 
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AURIVF-  AT  TAI.r.VtirANO  — IMrnoVKMI'-NTS— UAII.WAYS— AN  ATTKMl'T  TO 
00  TO  MALVOA — .^TOl'l'KI)  IIY  A  I-AND.SMP — IIOAT  KXcrUSION.i — SIIooT- 
tNO — 00   OVER   TO    TO.MK — MAUUIAOi;     ON    IIOAIII) — THK    l)IK/.-I-<t(IIO — 

iiKiii    MASS— haxuckt  and  si'i;i;(jni;s — thk   sottii  ok  cinr.i; — ns 

CLIMATE,   son,,  AXI)    ADVANTACi  i:s    I'OR    I'AKMIXO — A    TltU'   TO   CIMI-I.AX 

—  KKAlU'l'L  STATE  OK  THE  KOAIIS — (1111,1. AX— SAX  I'AHI.O.S — KIXK  A  I'- 
PEAUAXCE  OK  TIFE  WHEAT — PAllTltl  lniE-SMOO  II  N(i— (Ji)  To  VAI.P  \  li  A  l^o 
— OKAXI)  HALL  AT  SAXTIAfiO  — KKoM  V A  l.l'AItA  ISO  TO  SANTIAGO  AC- 
COl'Xr  OK  THE  liAI.I. — A  KKW  KA(  IS  AIIOIT  (TIII.K — HOW  OdVEIiXEK 
— Cn.VRACTERISTICS     OF     THE    UAt'E — INKI.IEXCE     OK     THE    I'lMESTS — A 

—  HIDEOUS  AlisriiDITV — KITTRE  rUosI'KUl  TV  I'KKlllClEll — A1;1!1VAI,  OK 
THE    'jUCriLSE' — HID    ADIEU    TO    VALl'AliAlSO. 

TAr.CAiiUANO,  ill  tlio  Bay  of  Concopcioii,  was  reached  on 
August  25.  The  cluinge  in  tlie  appearance  of  tlie 
country,  as  dependent  upon  a  lower  latitude  and 
greater  moisture,  is  peculiarly  marked.  But  it  in- 
volved cold  and  raiu,  which,  in  jmrsuit  of  sport  only, 
was  not  heeded.  The  day  following  our  arrival  it 
blew  a  norther;  but  the  island  of  Quii-iquina  makes  an 
efficient  breakwater  against  the  hea\y  sea  that  would 
otherwise  set  in. 

Since  we  were  in  the  bav,  eiiihteen  mouths  au'o, 
the  railway  has  been  compU^tcd  to  Coiicejicion  ;  and 
bej'ond,  along  the  banks  of  the  Bio-liio,  as  iar  as 
Malvoa.  It  is  ultimately  intended  to  go  to  Cliillan, 
and  from  thence  to  Santiago.  This  will  have  the  eflVct 
of  opening  up  the  country  considerably,  eiia1)liiig  the 
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farmers  to  transmit   (licir  nraiii  and  cattle  willi  f'arility 
to  the  coast. 

All  o))iiii()ii  was  oxprusscd  on  our  first  visit  toTonu', 
that  that  town,  from  its  more  advaiiiageous  po.Jtioii  in 
tlie  bay,  was  hkcly  to  be  the  priiieijial  \nni  of  the  south 
in  tlie  future,  as  tlie  cliamiel  of  tliat  great  grain  export 
which  is  annually  increasing  Ihil  the  present  inability 
to  extend  the  railway  to  'J'ome,  from  natural  obstacles, 
m(»re  than  counterbalances  its  advantages,  and  must, 
in  the  future,  decide  which  shall  be  the  soutlierii 
Valparaiso. 

As  the  railway  has  only  been  opened  eight  months, 
the  ])eoiis  have  not  yet  recovered  their  astonishment 
at  this  extraordinary  animal ;  and  many  are  to  this 
day  convinced  there  arc  horses  attached  to  it  some- 
where, though  concealed  from  view.  It  is  a  single 
line,  the  cuttings  of  which  are  in  many  places  insecm'c, 
should  heavy  rains  take  place.  Moreover,  tliere  is  no 
telegraph  wire.  The  two  combined  often  produce 
inconvenience,  of  which  the  following  episode  is  an 
instance  : — 

A  i)arty  of  four,  including  the  writer,  started  from 
Talcahuano  to  go  to  Malvoa,  sixty  miles  up  the  river 
BiodVu).  Good  shooting  is  reported  in  the  vicinity, 
and  the  scenery  of  the  river  is  well  worth  a  visit ; 
indeed,  it  is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  the  Chilian  Ehine. 

The  train  took  us  to  Concepcion,  a  town  already 
described,  where  we  spent  the  night  in  the  same  hotel 
as  is  there  mentioned.  The  next  morning  we  started 
by  train,  and  for  about  twenty  miles  proceeded  along 
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tlie  banks  of  tlio  15in-]iio,  wliicli  schmiumI  liki-ly  to  I'lillil 
our  expectations.  The  river  here  is  broiul,  and  oppo- 
site, well-wooded  hills,  almost  down  to  the  water's 
edge,  gave  that  resemblance  to  the  ('(debnited  German 
river,  which  is  augmented  by  having  the  same  rapid 
movement  of  water.  On  it,  sweeping  by  with  the 
stream,  passed  barges,  laden  with  pasture  from  the 
rich  fields  some  miles  np.  The  occupants,  often  a 
family,  sitting  talking  and  laughing,  thinking  not  that 
on  the  morrow  they  will  be  like  the  barge  they  have 
just  swept  past,  toiling  back  against  the  strong  current, 
scarcely  able  to  overcome  it.  With  their  long  jjoles, 
one  end  on  the  bottom  and  tlie  other  against  their 
shoulders,  they  will  have  to  walk  from  forward  aft, 
without  rest,  or  ground  will  be  lost.  While  contem- 
plating some  of  these  toilers  of  the  river,  and  thinking 
what  unpleasant  work  it  must  be,  the  train  suddenly 
stopped,  amidst  some  shouting.  Descending,  we  found 
the  engine  brought  up  about  five  yards  fi-ora  an  ob- 
struction. A  large  landslip  had  taken  place  the  night 
before  right  across  the  line.  Very  early  in  the  morn- 
ing a  horseman  had  been  sent  to  Concepcion  to  inform 
them  at  the  station,  but  he  fell  a  victim  to  '  Chicha ' 
and  the  '  Sama-Cueca,'  so  never  reached  ;  and  wo 
started  without  knowledge  of  the  disaster.  It  was 
round  a  very  sharp  turning,  too,  not  to  be  seen  till  too 
late  to  stop  the  engine ;  only  the  noise  of  men  working 
at  it  warned  our  engineer  of  something  unusual.  The 
next  thing  was  to  push  the  train  back  to  Concepcion — 
rather  a  delicate  job,  where  the  turnings  are  so  sharp 
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tluit  ofleii  tlu!  driviT  could  not  see  the  lust  curriti^'o. 
There  was  also  nnother  train,  full  of  ^^'orknu'n  for  the 
line,  which  left  ten  miinites  after  ours,  and  therefore 
now  should  be  close. 

No  telej,M'aph,  and  no  horse  at  hand  ;  so  the  col- 
lector had  to  ft)ot  it  back  as  best  he  could  alonj^  the 
line  to  sloj)  tlu;  other  train.  We  followed,  st()])i)ing  at 
intervals  wlien  coming  up  with  the  breathless  mes- 
senger, who,  unaccustomed  to  run,  and  shoed  in  Chi- 
lian fashion,  was  not  u})  to  much  beyond  a  hundred 
yards.  The  consequence  was,  slight  emotion  in  the 
train,  oidy  relieved  when  both  trains  stoj)])e(l  a  hun- 
dred yards  from  each  otiier,  and  then  backed  into 
Concepcion. 

As  the  line  was  not  clear  on  the  following  day  we 
returned  to  Talcahuano,  much  mortified  at  our  failure. 

Another  excursion  was  taken  by  a  l)arty  in  the  first 
gig,  to  penetrate  to  the  source  of  a  small  river  ;  but 
the  strength  of  current  prevented  them  from  attaining 
a  greater  distance  than  five  miles,  though  absent  four 
days.  An  attempt  was  also  made  to  ascend  the  Bio- 
Bio  in  a  small  whale-boiit,  but,  from  the  same  reason, 
it  was  found  to  be  impracticable. 

"We  wei'e  somewhat  disappointed  in  the  shooting  at 
Talcahuano,  having  looked  forward  to  it  as  the  ne  plu.H 
ultra  of  the  South  in  the  way  of  sport.  It  has  a  great 
reputation  for  snipe  and  duck,  and  by  the  country 
round,  which  is  low  and  marshy,  they  certainly  should 
be  plentiful.  Unfortunately,  we  were  a  month  or  two 
too  late  in  the  season,  and  therefore  cannot  justly  by 
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our  cxporiciif'o  dony  llio  place  its  tliict'  cluinii.  The 
best  time  of  tlie  year  is  in  June  nnd  July,  wlicu  tliere 
is  no  doubt  excollciil  duck  and  snipe  shooting,  and  a 
fair  amount  of  wild  geese  and  white  swans. 

On  September  10  we  sailed  across  the  bay,  and 
anchored  ofT  Tome.  We  found  but  little  alteration 
liere  since  our  visit,  except  that  contiiuial  rain  for  a 
month  has  given  the  country  a  richer  luu;  of  green  ; 
and  the  })resenee  of  several  shi[)s  loading  with  wheat 
testifies  to  that  progress  whi(;li  was  then  predicted. 

An  event  here  occuri'ed  which  desciTcs  mention ; 
viz.,  a  marriage  on  board,  thtre  being  no  Protestant 
pastor  in  Tome.     It  was  an  unostentatious  ceremony. 
Tiie  coui)le,  who  had   neither  youth  nor  beauty,  were 
attended  by  six  friends — half  of  each  sex,  of  similar 
alti'actions — who   supported   their  faltering   footste|)s. 
During  the  ceremony,  which   took  place  in   the  ad- 
miral's cabin,  a  ciu'ious  incident  occurred,  when  the 
ring  w^as  given  to  the  minister,  who  signified  to  the 
bridegroom  that  he  should  place  it  on  the  left  hand  of 
the  bride.     He  appeared  confused,  and  the  minister, 
thinking  he  was  extremely  nervous,  went  to  his  assist- 
ance in  })lacing  it  there.     To  his  embarrassment  it  was 
found  that  the  lady  had  no  left  hand,  which  no  one 
liad  noticed  before.     It  w^as  necessarv,   therefore,  to 
substitute  the  other,  which  was  whole.    At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  ceremony,  cake  and  wine  went  round.    The 
occurrence   was   duly  entered    in  the   log ;    and    the 
happy  couple  returned  on  shore  to  spiMid  the  honey- 
moon.    They  have   intention,    I    believe,   to    christen 
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their  lirst-boni  '  /I'ulou;?,'  which  would  imswor  ('(lually 
for  oitlior  sex. 

Tt  was  nt  Tome''  we  lind  nn  opportunity  of  witnessing 
tluit  greiit  festiviil  iinniversjiry  of  Chiliiin  Indepemlence, 
commonly  called  the  *  Uiez-i-ocho.'  It  was  on  {Sep- 
tember 18,  ISIO,  that  Chile,  having  cast  off  the  Spanish 
yoke,  declared  lierself  a  free  and  indejjendent  republic. 
Every  year,  on  tliis  day,  the  country  is  turiu'(l  u[)Hide 
down.  In  no  other  country  of  the  world — except, 
j)er]iaps,  in  the  United  States  on  July  4,  in  a  smaller 
(U'grce — arc  such  ])aroxysms  of  delight  indulged  in. 
Amongst  the  lower  classes  it  })asses  all  bounds  of  re- 
straint. During  that  week  labour  is  at  a  standstill ; 
and  employers  are  forced  to  put  up  with  inconvenience 
that  this  national  glorification  may  be  celebrated  with 
becoming  honour. 

Wc  received  a  cordial  invitation  to  participate  in 
the  ceremonies,  which  connnenced  very  early  in  the 
morning,  by  the  whole  ])o[)ulation  assembling  in  the 
riaza  to  sing  the  National  Anthem.  At  half-i)ast  ten 
about  thiity  of  us,  arrayed  in  cocked  hats  and  epau- 
lettes, proceeded  to  the  Governor's  house.  He  re- 
ceived us ;  and  then,  accompanied  by  the  other  civic 
authorities,  we  foi'mcd  a  procession  to  church,  passing 
through  a  guard  of  honour  composed  of  local  militia. 
Up  the  ceuti'C  of  the  church  were  two  rows  of  chairs, 
facing  each  other.  We  filled  one  row,  and  leading 
citizens  the  other.  High  mass  then  commenced,  with 
all  the  attendant  ceremonies.  The  presence  on  shore 
of  our  band  was  requested ;  so  they  were  sent  for,  and, 
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to  our  surpri.so,  .soon  inado  tlicir  Jipjx'nrnncc,  taking 
))osition  noiir  the  or«^!iii.  At  tlic  elevation  of  the  hof<t, 
uiidor  the  iiisfntetion  of  a  inasttT  of  the  ccrcMiionies, 
they  Htriick  up  a  lively  march,  bein*^'  with  (lidiculty 
stopped  when  rcfjuired.  To  us  it  liad  a  curious  elleet, 
hearing  those  well-known  strains  accompanied  by  all 
the  power  of  the  big  drum.  In  addition,  there  were 
sounds  outside  as  of  a  bro.'.dsidc  of  smidl  guns,  so  it 
appeared  as  if  randomonium  iiad  been  opened. 

A  gentleman  anionrj  the  congregation  apj)eari'd  to 
be  sufTering  under  a  depression  of  spirits  evoked  by 
the  solemn  occasion;  and  standing  out  facing  the 
people  commenced  a  confession,  which  was  hardly 
intelligible.  lie  was  promptly  led  to  u  seat,  and  sub- 
sided again  till  the  fmish.  Many  there  were  un- 
charitable enough  to  say  he  was  an  enthusiastic  kcej)er- 
iip  of  Diez-i-ocho,  and  slightly  elevated  rather  than 
depressed.  The  ceremony  })r()ceeded  without  notice 
of  this  little  incident,  and  concluded  with  a  long  ora- 
tion on  the  glories  of  the  Independence. 

Forming  procession  again,  we  returned  to  the  Gover- 
nor's house,  where  a  truly  sumptuous  luncheon  was 
served.  Our  band  attended  in  the  antechamber.  As 
soon  as  ai)petites  were  appeased,  speeches  followed, 
national  and  local,  but  all  complimentary;  the  excitable 
Chilenos  bursting  in  with  loud  hurrahs,  and  brandish- 
ing their  glasses  with  infinite  danger  to  the  crockery 
and  their  own  countenances.  Our  band  caused  some 
amusement  by  the  persistent  way  in  whicli  they  played 
the  Chilian  and  our  anthoni  alternately.     Immediately 
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clitpi)iiig  took  place,  off  tlioy  went  —  generally  tlie 
wrong  tune  to  the  right  toast.  Another  time,  the 
venerable  cure  was  in  tlie  middle  of  a  most  pathetic 
speech.  Hearing  some  demonstrations  of  applause, 
they  inimedialely  struck  up,  'For  he's  a  jolly  good 
i'ellow,'  which  they  had  been  told  to  play  when  the 
liealth  of  the  Governor  and  his  family  was  drunk.  The 
effect  was  irresistible ;  all  joined  in  with  the  wt^ll- 
knowii  strains,  including  the  venerable  gentleman  him- 
self, who  attempted  to  pick  up  the  chorus,  under  the 
impression  it  was  sacred  music  for  the  church. 

All  appeared  to  liave  chnngod  their  natures.  Even 
the  Governor,  a  sedate,  dignified  man,  would  occa- 
sionally startle  us  by  emerging  from  his  shell  of  reserve, 
and,  rising  energetically,  call  violently  for  cheers.  The 
various  speeches  were  ably  translated  by  our  Consul, 
Mr.  Vaillant. 

After  lunch  we  formed  procession,  and,  headed  by 
the  band,  marched  in  state  through  the  town  to  the 
German  Consul's  house,  whose  garden,  most  tastefully 
laid  out,  is  the  chief  attraction  of  Tom('.  But  our 
journey  was  similar  to  that  of  the  celebrated  King  of 
France  and  his  army,  who  went  uj)  the  hill  and  came 
down  again.  Nor  have  we  been  able  to  find  out  why 
it  was  taken,  being  devc.l  of  refreshing  incident, 
though  the  day  was  hot. 

The  afternoon  was  now  well  sped;  so  after  stopping 
at  various  parts  of  the  town  to  sing  the  anthem,  assisted 
by  the  whole  population,  we  returned  on  board. 

Notwithstanding  the,  to  us,  manv  ludicrous  features 
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of  tliu  clay,  tliore  cniinot  be  tlic  slightest  (loiil)t  of  tlie 
deep  earnestness  with  wliicli  tlie  population  of  Chile 
enter  into  its  celebration ;  and  though,  perha])s,  I  have 
here  rather  dwelt  on  the  anuising  than  the  serious,  it 
would  be  ungrateful  in  the  extreme  not  to  bear  wit- 
ness to  that  cordial  hospitality  and  hearty  desire  to 
please,  of  which  we  Avere  the  objects  on  this  day. 

The  interior  of  the  south  of  the  Chile  is  but  little 
known  even  to  themselves.  Between  it  and  Tatagonia 
is  the  territory  of  Arauco,  the  Indians  of  which,  known 
commonly  as  tVc  Araucanians,  have  for  years  kept  up 
a  bitter  feud  with  the  Chilenos,  or  Christianos,  as  they 
call  them. 

There  is  no  doubt  they  are  a  su})erior  race  to  the 
Patagoniaiis,  more  cleanly  and  domesticated  in  their 
habits,  tilling  the  ground  and  rearing  cattle.  They 
arc  brave  in  the  extreme,  fighting  well  in  time  past  to 
prevent  the  encroachment  of  their  enemies.  For  a 
long  time  they  have  succeeded ;  and  though  Chile  has 
secured  a  portion  of  the  territory,  and  has  had  con- 
tinually about  1,000  soldiers  on  the  frontier,  it  is  only 
lately  they  have  been  enabled  to  procure  that  security 
for  life  and  property  some  distance  this  side,  without 
which  the  riches  of  that  part  cannot  ])e  available. 
Xow,  by  a  line  of  forts  and  treaties,  territory  there  is 
almost  as  secure  as  in  the  capital  itself. 

Possessed  of  a  most  healthy  and  equable  climate,  a 
soil  rich  in  its  virginity,  extending  for  miles  in  thit 
plains,  well  wooded  and  watered  in  parts,  to  a  farmer 
there  fould  not  lie  now  a  more  advantageous  s[)ot.  or 
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where  he  will  find  a  better  market  for  cattle  and  grain. 
There  is  a  large  exportation  of  the  former  into  Peru,  a 
premium  of  ten  dollars  being  given  for  every  bullock 
landed  at  Callao  ;  besides  that,  the  home  consum])tion, 
and  what  are  required  for  labour,  is  very  large.  Nearly 
all  the  working  of  land  in  Chile  is  at  present  done  with 
oxen.  The  grain  crop  is  sure  and  regular,  cutting 
almost  as  great  a  fixture  as  the  twelfth  of  August  or 
first  of  SG])tember  is  for  shooting  in  England.  Droughts 
ai'e  unknown,  and  the  exportation  of  this  cereal  is 
annually  increasing.  These  favourable  properties,  in 
addition  to  the  exceeding  cheapness  of  land  in  the 
south,  render  that  part  of  the  world  superior  to  the 
Argentine  side  in  all  respects,  save  that  there  are  fewer 
Europeans.  The  farther  from  civilisation,  and  there- 
fore nearer  the  Indian  territory,  the  cheaper  the  land ; 
in  fact,  it  is  possible  to  rent  from  these  Indians  large 
tracts  of  land  for  next  door  to  nothing,  and  now  with- 
out much  fear  of  losing  your  property. 

A  little  farther  north  j^ood  land  can  be  bought  for 
two  dollars  an  acre.  This  may  be  considered  the  best 
part,  where  wood  and  water  abound,  and  to  which  it 
w^ill  not  be  long  before  the  railway  is  extended.  Angol 
is  the  principal  town  here,  being  the  headquarters  of 
the  troops  on  the  frontier,  though  formerly  in  Indian 
territory.  All  this  is  but  a  continuation  of  the  great 
valley  in  which  Santiago  is  situated,  lying  between 
the  Andes  and  sea  range  of  mountains. 

It  has  been  seen  how  an  attempt  to  pay  a  trip  to 
that  locality  was  frustrated ;  but  whilst  at  Tomt^,  our 
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Consul  there,  having  need  to  go  to  Chilian,  asked  tliree 
of  us  to  accompany  him  for  a  week ;  an  invitation,  it  is 
needless  to  say,  we  gladly  accepted,  more  especially  after 
good  accounts  of  partridge-shooting  in  the  vicinity. 

This  town  is  considerably  to  the  north  of  the  por- 
tion I  have  just  been  speaking  of,  being  sixty  miles 
inland  from  Tome,  but  in  the  same  valley,  and  re[)uted 
to  be — agriculturally  speaking — one  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive spots  in  Chile. 

For  a  whole  month  it  had  been  raining  incessantly, 
consequently  the  roads  were  in  the  worst  possible  state. 
The  morning  appointed  for  starting  broke  most  un- 
promisingly,  for  it  poured  incessantly.  Nevertheless, 
and  not  without  grave  misgivings  that  the  roads  would 
be  impassable,  we  started  in  two  buggies — travelling 
in  that  way  being  more  agreeable  than  in  the  great 
lumbering  coach,  which  is  the  only  public  means  of 
conveyance  to  Chilian. 

A  3  we  anticipated,  the  first  eight  miles  was  a  trial 
alike  to  horses  and  springs,  as  well  as  inmates.  It 
seemed  to  be  a  race  which  of  the  two  would  break 
down  oftenest  through  defective  harness,  though 
quickly  remedied  with  a  piece  of  hide — a  most  useful 
article  to  carry.  The  mud  and  water  were  continually 
up  to  the  horses'  knees  ;  the  road,  moreover,  for  that 
distance,  was  a  steep  hill,  full  of  holes. 

We  persevered,  however,  and  at  last  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  village  of  San  Eafael,  where  we  found  the 
coach  bound  on  the  same  journey.  It  was  drawn  by 
six  horses  aljreast,  and  of  antique  type,  being  so  high 
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tliat  a  chair  had  to  be  used  on  entering.  A  man  on 
liorscback  accompanied,  with  a  lasso.  Going  np  liill 
he  secured  tliis  in  front,  and  assisted  ;  going  down  liill 
he  secured  behind,  and  acted  as  a  drag  !  We  passed 
tliem  shortly  after  leaving  San  Eafael,  wlien  the  old 
couch  was  rolling  about  on  the  sjjrings  like  a  ship  in  a 
heavy  seaway. 

By  this  time  the  rain  had  ceased,  and  the  day  pro- 
mised to  be  line,  allowing  surrounding  scenery  to  be 
surveyed.  Never  grand  in  lofty  mountains,  or  pictu- 
resque in  steep  precipices,  there  was  however  a  quiet 
beauty  and  rich  tinting  on  the  slopes  ftir  preferable  to 
us,  whose  exj)erience  had  so  long  lain  in  an  opposite 
direction. 

Nor  could  there  be  any  accusation  of  flatness,  for 
we  had  been  gradually  ascending  by  a  series  of  hills  to 
a  height  of  4,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  But 
it  was  now  getting  late,  and  sixty  miles  on  a  bad  road 
is  no  joke.  One  or  two  small  rivers  w^ere  crossed  ;  one 
so  swollen  by  the  rain  as  to  be  on  a  level  witli  the 
bottom  of  the  carriage,  and  the  horses  were  barely  able 
to  hold  their  own.  Glad  indeed  were  we  wlien  the 
heights  of  Chilian  came  in  sight,  shortly  after  crossing 
the  '  Nuble,'  and  to  alight  at  the  hotel  at  half-past 
eight,  having  been  twelve  hours  on  tlic  journey.  We 
had  the  same  horses  the  whole  way ;  and  it  speaks 
well  indeed  for  Chilian  horses  that  they  should  have 
performed  such  a  trying  task  without  food  or  rest. 
Our  drivers  also  showed  astonishing  patience  and  skill. 

The  next  was  a  day  of  rest  and  inspection  of  the 
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town.  There  is  a  great  similarity  in  all;  but  Cliillau 
has  made  coiisidera])le  progress  in  tlie  hist  few  j'ears. 
The  population  is  now  about  10,000.  Amongst  otlier 
establishments  visited  was  a  brewery,  where  they  were 
making  wliat  was  called  Teimeiit's  ale.  It  consisted 
in  putting  their  own  brew  into  bottles  with  his  label 
We  tasted  some,  and  though  not  bad,  wished  Mr.  Ten- 
nent  had  been  present  to  observe  whether  he  appre- 
ciated the  compliment.  This  custom  is  rather  exlen- 
sively  practised  in  Chile,  where  there  is  now  a  large 
consumption  of  beer.  It  is  considered  quite  correct  in 
the  way  of  business. 

It  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  find  in  Chile  any 
town  or  village  without  a  Plaza  of  some  description, 
and  always  with  the  cathedral  or  parish  church  in  one 
corner.  Both  in  Chilian  are  onamented  in  better  style 
than  the  majority.  Want  of  life,  though,  is  the  prevail- 
ing element,  and  which  generally  has  a  depressing 
effect  upon  a  stranger.  The  streets  are  empty ;  the 
houses  present  no  variation,  all  seeming  to  consist  of 
two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  on  each  side  of  the 
door,  though  in  reality  they  go  back  some  way  when 
you  penetrate  inside.  From  the  outside,  these  one- 
storied  houses  do  not  present  cheerful  ideas  of  home 
life.  Further  acquaintance  with  the  hiternal  life  will, 
however,  induce  you  to  modify  your  ideas  in  that 
respect ;  and  having  broken  the  ice,  find  a  genial  hos- 
pitality to  the  stranger — especially  to  Englishmen — 
not  so  readily  rendered  in  other  countries.  The  next 
day  we   drove  out  to  shoot  on  a  gentleman's  farm, 


r," 


I 


■li:: 


I'U  II 


Ihrl  ^ 


U 


28f^ 


OZ772  JOURNAL  IN  THE  PACTFIC        Cii.  XV. 


tliougli  principally  engaged  in  vine-grov  Ing.  A  great 
deal  of  wine  is  made  in  this  part,  soil  and  climate  being 
most  favourable.  It  is  ra})idly  superseding  the  liglit 
imported  clarets,  being  less  harsh  and  more  agreeable 
to  the  palate.  Tliis  business  gives  very  large  profits. 
We  found  partridges  scarce,  but  wood-pigeon  and 
doves  in  abundance  ;  the  former,  big  birds  of  dark 
plumage,  with  a  tinge  of  red  on  tlie  breast.  Tlic  next 
afternoon  we  proceeded  in  a  northerly  direction  to  the 
village  of  San  Carlos,  twenty  miles  distant.  The  road, 
which  extends  to  Santiago,  is  broad  and  level,  with 
beautiful  country  on  both  sides,  large  fields  of  wheat, 
and  pasture  land  of  the  richest  kind.  From  this  ele- 
vated plain  or  valley  we  had  a  good  \iew  of  the  Andes, 
about  tliirty  miles  distant.  Being  so  near,  and  the 
atmosphere  so  clear,  the  snow  tops  were  wonderfully 
distinct,  but  not  appearing  of  great  height  from  our 
own  elevation.  We  could  plainly  see  the  volcano  of 
Cliillan,  at  present  quiet,  but  not  long  since  in  active 
operation.  I  believe  the  noise  then  was  heard  at 
Tome. 

San  Carlos  at  first  sight  appears  to  consist  of  a  few 
straggling  huts,  but  increases  in  size  and  respectability 
after  passing  these.  We  were  agreeably  surprised  to  find 
nuarters  at  a  very  fair  hotel.  A  solitary  Englishman 
made  his  appearance,  who  had  been  located  a  short  time 
in  the  place,  and  was  glad  to  meet  countiymen  again. 
Not  often  does  the  stranger  penetrate  to  San  Carlos, 
and  our  arrival  seemed  to  create  some  little  commotion. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  drove  out  to  Mr.  V.'s 
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farm.  Tlio  country  lierc  is  better  for  grain  tlmn  at 
Cliillan  ;  in  fact,  it  would  be  dillicult  to  find  a  finer 
country  for  wheat  in  any  part  of  the  world.  At  this 
time,  though  only  half  grown,  it  here  showed  a  marked 
difference  to  the  wheat  round  about  Tome,  havinij 
twice  the  height  and  thickness.  Its  general  produce 
is  about  fifteen  reaped  for  one  sown  ;  but  I  was  told  a 
case  of  a  small  piece  of  ground  which  returned  a  hun- 
dred for  one. 

We  found  partridges  very  abundant,  though  never 
in  coveys,  which  prevented  a  large  bag.  Ours  con- 
sisted of  twenty  brace.  In  the  evening  we  were 
invited  to  a  family  '  tertulia ' — a  word  hardly  trans- 
latable into  English,  but  meaning  a  gathering  of  friends. 
This  practice  is  common  in  these  towns,  and  may  be 
considered  to  correspond  ^vith  our  habit  of  calling, 
though  at  a  different  hour,  when  tea  and  dancing  take 
place. 

Though  none  of  our  kind  friends  spoke  English,  we 
soon  found  ourselves  quite  en  faniiUe,  and  plunged 
boldly  into  broken  Spanish,  quadrilles,  and  polkas.  In 
these  little  reunions  much  stiffness  is  thrown  off,  and 
you  soon  feel  quite  at  home,  if  able  to  speak  a  few 
words  of  their  language.  The  desire  to  please  is  strong, 
and  goes  a  long  way. 

The  following  morning  we  bagged  eleven  more 
brace  of  partridges,  and  in  the  afternoon  returned  to 
Chilian. 

The  journey  back  to  Tome  was  under  more  favour- 
able circumstances  of  weather  than  that  to  Chilian, 
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witli  notliing  to  mar  except  the  tliouglit  tliat  it  con- 
cluded a  most  pleasant  week's  cruise.  I  must  say  this 
was  mainly  owing  to  Mr.  V.,  who,  though  he  went  on 
business,  devoted  nearly  the  whole  of  his  time  to  us, 
doing  everything  to  promote  our  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment ;  while  his  own  genial  companionshij),  knowledge 
of  the  language  and  loctdity,  made  us  feel  that  witliout 
him  the  trip  would  have  been  of  little  worth.  We  left 
Tome  on  October  11,  and  arrived  at  Valparaiso  on  the 
14th,  in  order  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  '  Scylla'  and 
'  Eepulse.' 

Our  last  stay  in  Valparaiso  was  signalised  by  an 
event  in  which  it  does  not  often  accrue  to  the  lot  of  a 
ship  to  participate.  During  the  last  nine  months  but 
httle  gaiety  had  broken  the  even  tenor  of  our  way,  so 
that  when  the  lutendeute  of  Santiago  telegraphed  an 
invitation  to  the  Admiral,  requesting  his  own  and 
officers'  presence  at  a  grand  ball  on  October  22,  such 
an  opportunity  was  not  to  be  lost,  and  thirty  officers 
showed  their  appreciation  by  attending. 

The  present  Intendente  of  Santiago  is  a  man  whose 
reign  has  been  marked  by  improvements  of  no  mean 
order.  With  the  variations  of  rule  this  continent  has 
undergone  in  the  last  half  centurj-,  he  was  for  many 
years  an  exile  ;  but  turned,  in  countries  of  greater 
advancement,  those  years  of  temporary  banishment  to 
good  account.  He  is  now  employing  the  ideas  gained 
there  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  country,  which,  in 
return,  rumour  says,  will  place  him  in  the  presidential 
chair. 
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His  latest  work  \v.".s  tlie  building  of  ii  iiuc  market- 
place— a  want  greatly  felt  for  some  time,  us  this  city 
has  increased  in  size.  The  completion  of  this,  and  its 
inauguration  by  a  grand  ball  in  the  interior,  was  the 
event  to  which  we  received  a  most  cordial  invitation, 
tickets  being  sent  to  every  oflicer,  and  a  free  pass 
granted  by  rail.  The  line  between  Valparaiso  and 
Santiago  has  now  been  opened  about  fifteen  years,  and 
was  then  considered  a  wonderful  specimen  of  engineer- 
ing skill ;  but  we  have  progressed  so  fast  in  that  direc- 
tion, that  other  and  mightier  works  have  caused  this  to 
lose  much  of  its  former  prestige.  Thus  a  brief  descrip- 
tion will  sulRce.  It  first  runs  for  some  distance  in  the 
valley  of  Valparaiso,  then  crosses  the  sea  range  of  moun- 
tains, and  emerges  on  to  the  great  plain  of  Santiago. 

A  few  miles  outside  Valparaiso,  and  all  features 
change.  You  have  a  running  chain  of  beautiful  gar- 
dens and  villas,  assisted  by  the  natural  productions  of 
the  soil,  all  growing  luxuriously.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  minutely  describe  all  the  variations  of  scenery 
that  take  place  in  this  journey  of  one  hundred  miles. 
The  most  marked  change  was  on  quitting  the  level 
plain,  and  ascending  by  slow  degrees  till  we  began  to 
wind  in  and  out  among  the  mountains,  the  line  in 
many  places  curving  on  a  very  small  segment.  This  is 
most  noticeable  in  one  particular  spot,  known  as  Ma- 
quis Bridge.  This  is  over  a  chasm  about  two  hundred 
feet  deep,  and  supported  by  uprights  of  iron  resting  on 
a  stone  foundation.  Though  not  more  than  a  hundred 
yards  wide,  it  is  the  height  and  length  of  supports 
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tlint  makes  its  strongtli  at  all  doubtful,  tliou^ili  there 
can  bo  none  as  to  tlic  constructive  skill  displayed. 
There  are  but  few  tunnels,  though  in  many  plaees  the 
solid  roek  has  been  cut  through,  giving  little  more 
daylight.  In  this  way  tlie  line  is  enclosed  for  several 
miles,  and  numbers  of  animals,  having  got  on  at  this 
point,  unable  to  get  off,  have  run  before  the  train  till 
run  over.  An  engine-driver  told  me  that  one  day  he 
chased  a  horse  twenty-seven  miles  before  the  train 
came  up  and  terminated  his  existence. 

But  certainly  the  prettiest  part  is  when  you  emerge 
from  these  mountains  on  to  the  rich  ])lain  of  Santiago, 
and  see  the  Andes  but  a  few  miles  distant,  their  snow 
tops  glistening  in  the  sun.  Every  variation  shows  most 
distinctly,  so  clear  is  the  atmosphere.  At  this  point 
we  entered  a  garden  region,  which  continued  till  stop- 
ping at  Santiago  station. 

On  arrival,  some  little  trouble  was  experienced  in 
finding  quarters  ;  the  principal  hotel  (Grand)  not  being 
able  to  take  in  such  a  flock.  As  we  had  come  up 
under  the  impression  that  rooms  awaited  us,  it  was 
adding  insult  to  injury  when  the  worthy  owner — a 
Frenchman — drove  us  into  a  large  saloon  ,mns  every- 
thing,  where  he  suggested  a  few  beds  {uul  one  basin 
miglit  be  transported.  An  exodus  took  place  to  other 
hotels,  Avhere  quarters  were  secured. 

At  10  P.M.  the  Admiral  entered  the  ball-room,  at- 
tended by  a  retinue  of  nearly  thirty  officers,  all  in  full 
dress,  for  the  President  of  Chile  was  present.  The 
scene  that  met  our  eyes  was  astonishing !    The  market- 
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place  liad  been  converted  into  a  palace,  without  a  trace 
it  could  liercaftcr  serve  in  any  possible  manner  for  the 
purpose  it  was  built.  Tlie  stalls  were  not  to  be  seen, 
for  they  were  boarded  out  .so  that  the  inteiior  of  the 
building  was  an  uninterrupted  square,  and  ornamented 
on  a  scale  of  unprecedented  magnificence.  Thirty 
splendid  mirrors  reflected  the  light,  and  gave  an  ap- 
pearance of  as  many  more  rooms ;  under  each  a  marble 
slab  held  bouquets  of  ilowers,  and  dance  piogiamnies 
for  those  who  required  tliem.  In  one  side  of  the 
s^iuare  was  an  artificial  cascade,  with  real  water  falling 
over  ro(;ks  made  natural  in  aj)i)earance  l)y  nu'ans  of 
ferns  and  mosses.  Opposite  was  an  Arcadian  grotto. 
Of  the  other  two  sides,  one  contained  the  eiiti'ance,  and 
opposite  was  the  su})per-room  passnge,  converted  into 
a  garden  walk,  lighted  by  Chinese  lanterns  interspersed 
amongst  the  evergreens. 

In  the  middle  of  the  room,  which  was  covered  by 
a  handsome  Brussels  carpet,  was  a  fine  fountain,  walled 
in  by  the  choicest  exotics,  nestling  in  which  were 
small  statues,  well  executed  in  stone.  On  first  arrival 
the  room  was  comparatively  eni[)ty,  alTording  ample 
leisure  for  inspection ;  but  soon  more  guests  arrived, 
and  dancing  commenced.  A  good  military  baud 
attended,  and  in  the  valses  a  i)leasing  novelty  was 
introduced  by  a  chorus  of  voices,  boys  and  girls.  At 
midnight  there  were  about  2,000  people  present ; 
ladies  decidedly  in  a  majority.  This  was  a  mistake  ; 
nor  did  the  stewards  seek  to  partially  remedy  it  by 
freely  introducing  our  ]iarty,   wliich   formed  ii   good 
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quota  of  (lancing  souls,  but  know  no  ono.  Conse- 
([ucntly,  the  first  part  of  tliu  evening'  was  slow  in  the 
extreme.  Bands  of  disoonsolatc  ollicers  wandered 
round,  striving  to  look  jHeascd,  but  failing  in  the 
attempt ;  seeking  rest  in  diflercnt  parts,  but  finding 
none ;  and  feehng  generally  bored  at  the  role  of  sj)ec- 
tators.  Supper  was  a  relief,  connnencing  about  1  a.m., 
aiul  continuing  till  five.  Our  maUre  ilhott'l  had  con* 
tracted  to  supply  this  for  2, ()()()/.  ;  but  this  ])art  of  the 
entertainment  was  a  failure,  owing  to  a  faulty  system 
employed.  Severe  criticisms  were  passed  then  and 
after  upon  the  manner  he  had  fullilled  his  contract, 
for  it  was  felt  such  a  smn  ought  not  to  have  left  room 
for  censure. 

Towards  morning  the  ball  h)st  some  of  its  stiffness, 
and  officers  were  able  to  get  partners.  I  have  heard  it 
was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  many  chiu-mirg  senoritas 
that  the  majority  of  officers  present  danced  so  well, 
having  previously  been  of  an  opinion  that  they  were 
more  adapted  to,  and  found  more  pleasure  in,  the 
supper-room.  That  evening  undeceived  them ;  but 
such  a  beUef  is  also  no  doubt  common  to  many  parts 
of  England,  -where  a  naval  officer  is  believed  to  be — on 
the  authority  of  the  novelists,  such  as  Sniollett — a  frank, 
good-hearted  fellow,  who  is  always  dancing  hornpipes, 
singing  ribald  songs,  occasionally  getting  drunk  and 
shivering  som  '^ody's  toplights,  or  referring  to  their 
eyes  in  an  imcomplimcntary  manner.  For  these  little 
defects  ready  excuse  is  found  in  his  being  a  sailor.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  all  may  be  undeceived  some  day,  and  a 
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little  moix)  known  tihout  the  navy  lUiu  its  feclin^'M  tliiin 
at  present.  But  to  return  to  tlie  bull,  and  linger  one 
moment  over  an  e.Hsential  part — the  laclicM.  Ainon<^ 
siieh  a  number,  it  would  be  oikl  indeed  were  there  not 
many  fair ;  moreover,  having,'  in  other  parts  of  Chile 
observed  that,  as  a  rule,  the  female  sex  arc  small,  hero 
the  reverse  was  noticeable,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
a  tnic  criterion  only  could  be  found  in  such  an  assembly 
as  this.  All  were  dressed  in  the  hcij^ht  of  fashion  ; 
indeed,  Chile  in  that  respect  is  a  true  index  of  l^uis, 
and  the  display  of  jewellery  woulil  have  eeli[)sed  a 
]iuckin;^fhani  Palace  levee. 

Towards  morning  there  was  a  <feneral  rclaxin«'  of 
demeanour,  and  many  anuising  anecdotes  arc  told  of 
the  small  hours  when,  in  view  of  the  a[)proachiug  end, 
officers  grew  desperate  in  their  endeavours  to  secure 
partners.  But  I  have  lingered  here  long  enough. 
Sulficc  it  to  say  the  last  dance  took  place  about  0  a.m., 
when  broad  daylight  glanced  in  on  the  remiiani, 
reminding  them  that  all  things  nuist  come  to  an  end, 
and,  in  the  quiet  contrast  of  a  coul  walk  home,  giving 
force  to  the  utterance  of  Solomon  that  '  all  is  vtuiity.' 

Several  went  back  to  Valparaiso  that  day,  while 
others  stayed  to  visit  objects  of  interest  in  and  about 
the  city. 

Santiago  has  been  mentioned  before  iii  these  pages, 
with  a  promise  of  speaking  more  hereafter  concerning 
the  government  and  internal  economy  of  Chile.  I  will 
now  endeavour  to  do  so  as  briefly  as  possible. 

It  is  too  often  the  custom,  especially  with  English- 
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men  abroad,  to  compare  this  or  tliat  country  or  town 
with  an  ideal  of  tlieir  own,  generally  England  ;  and  in 
fault  of  seeing  the  same  excellencies  or  habit^^,  to 
believe  no  good  can  belong  to  this.  Too  often  we 
forget  that  time  only  can  build  up  a  nation  ;  can  pro- 
duce a  standard,  whether  it  be  of  manners,  solidity,  or 
civilisation.  In  England,  France,  or  any  other  old 
coinitry,  there  is  a  long  experience  to  improve  by ; 
knowledge  upon  knowledge ;  there  is  an  ancient 
lineage  of  glory,  an  unsullied  name,  to  be  preserved  ; 
and,  lastly,  the  advantage  of  centuries  of  liberty  and  a 
hardy  climate. 

Thus  comparison  with  a  new  regime  is  unfair; 
whilst  at  the  same  tim:  a  country  starting  now  lias 
not  so  many  old  prejudices  to  overcome.  In  Chile  an 
impartial  observer  may  note  a  theory  of  governing  on 
pure  principles,  by  those  democratic  notions  which  are 
so  often  apt,  as  evidenced  of  late  years  by  Peru,  to 
degenerate  into  seiving  personal  ends  and  ambitions. 
The  nation's  patriotism  can  alone  preserve  it  intacl.; 
and  as  that  is  intense  in  Chile,  these  ideas  may,  or  may 
not,  succeed. 

One  thing,  no  iieiv  country  can  be  anything  else  but 
a  republic.  Here  it  is  decidedly  Conservative  ;  but  it 
presents  the  anomaly  of  complete  individiud  liberty  of 
vote,  accompanied  by  a  perceptible  tyranny  in  the 
political  world.  As  there  are  two  parties,  so  the 
governing  one  often  shows  its  displeasure  upon  those 
who  favour  their  opponents.  That  is  coercion  in  one 
shape,  and  must  be  rooted  out  before  they  can  boast 
of  perfect  liberty. 
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The  President  of  Cliili  holds  office  for  five  years, 
and  cannot  be  eligible  for  re-election  until  five  more 
have  elapsed  after  his  retirement.  He  is  elected  by 
the  whole  nation,  and  is  assisted  by  two  bodies,  sena- 
tors and  deputies.  Difiering  from  the  United  States, 
here  these  bodies  are  unpaid,  so  that  political  hfe  is 
not  made  a  means  of  gross  corruption,  nor  sought  after 
as  a  livelihood. 

There  are  twenty  senators,  chosen  by  special  electors, 
who  are  named  by  the  people  in  a  number  of  three 
for  each  deputy.  The  period  of  office  for  senators  is 
nine  years. 

Deputies  are  elected  every  three  years  by  the  people, 
in  the  proportion  of  one  for  every  20,000  inhabitants, 
or  for  a  fractional  part  of  that  number  not  lower  than 
10,000. 

The  executive  power  is  vested  in  the  President  and 
those  men  appointed  by  him  to  be  j\Iinisters,  Coun- 
cillors of  State,  Intendentes,  Governors,  &c.  Congress 
authorises  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  asked  by  the 
Executive  for  the  pubhc  service  ;  and,  under  the  linJt 
given  by  Congress,  the  Executive  issues  its  orders  and 
decrees,  which  are  carried  out  by  the  different  depart- 
ments. Before  any  bill  can  become  law  it  has  to 
receive  the  sanction  of  both  Houses  and  the  Executive. 
Anotlier  important  body  is  the  Council  of  State.  This, 
presided  over  by  the  President,  is  composed  of  the 
Ministers,  two  members  of  the  Court  of  Justice,  a  high 
dignitary  of  the  Church,  a  general  or  admiral,  Chief 
of  the  Finance  Department,  two  pei'sons  who  hare  been 
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Ministers,  lutendcntcs,  Governors,  or  members  of  any 
municipality.  This  Council,  among  other  attributes, 
decides  the  limit  of  power  of  different  authorities, 
declares  if  there  is  sufficient  warrant  to  enter  criminal 
proceedings  against  Intendentes  or  Governors,  and 
submits  names  to  the  President  for  judges,  archbishops, 
and  bishops. 

Every  town  has  an  Intendcnte  or  Governor,  accord- 
ing to  its  size.  They  derive  their  authority  direct  from 
the  President,  and  in  their  district  have  almost  un- 
limited power.  This  system  of  local  government  works 
most  harmoniously.  These  magnates  are  generally 
men  of  wealth  and  education,  just  and  upright  in 
their  dealings,  so  that  an  appeal  against  their  decisions 
seldom  takes  place. 

But  in  Santiago,  as  the  capital,  is  centralised  all 
higher  authority  and  departmental  offices.  It  is  also 
the  fashionable  city  pai'  excellence,  setting  an  example 
of  luxury  and  indolence  worthy  of  comparison  with 
Paris.  There  is  no  law  of  primogeniture  in  Chile,  con- 
sequently we  see  few  young  men  embarking  in  lives  of 
hardihood  and  toil.  They  are  mostly  content  to  wait 
and  receive  that  share  of  the  patrimony  that  must 
come  to  all.  To  enter  the  army  would  involve  pro- 
bably banishment  to  the  frontier,  keeping  the  Arau- 
canians  in  check.  The  navy  has  not  yet  been  popu- 
larized. Therefore  nothing  is  befitting  but  to  study 
for  a  barrister,  so  that  a  large  majority  become  lawyers. 
Somehow  they  thrive,  for  going  to  law  is  a  mania  in 
this  country.     But  the  Santiago   type   loves  best  to 
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stroll  about  with  his  eternal  cigarette,  an  habitue  of 
clubs,  and  generally  one  or  two  flirtations  on  hand. 
Not  that  all  Chilenos  are  like  this.  In  the  country 
they  are  energetic  and  industrious  ;  but  a  town  within 
reach  is  not  to  be  withstood. 

And  the  fair  sex.  That  is  more  delicate  ground. 
But  emancipate  them  from  that  fearful  custom  of 
being  taught  nothing  but  music  and  singing,  and  you 
will  have  a  charming  combination.  To  speak  any 
language  but  their  own  cnnot  certainly  be  said  to  be 
the  rule,  even  among  the  upper  classes ;  while  other 
branches  of  knowledge  seem  to  be  entirely  ignored. 
How,  then,  can  they  be  true  companions  to  their  hus- 
bands, to  take  an  interest  in  his  life  and  ideas  ?  They 
show  to  better  advantage  as  mothers,  being  very  fond 
of  their  children,  personally  superintending  the  nur- 
sery, and  being  much  with  them.  Consequently  filial 
feeling  is  strong,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  marked 
trait  in  the  young. 

One  great  social  blight  that  lias  often  brought 
sorrow  to  a  household  is  the  unbounded  inlluence 
possessed  by  the  priests  over  women.  Were  these  men 
generally  well  educated,  cidtivated  men  of  piety,  this 
influence  might  be  beneficial.  But,  unfortunately,  in 
many  cases,  they  are  not ;  often  persuading  w^omen  to 
hideous  absurdities,  and  preventing  complete  confi- 
dence between  man  and  wife  Many  incidents  of  this 
might  be  adduced  ;  one  only,  that  convulsed  Chile  with 
indignation,  will  suffice.  All  may  remember  the 
burning  of  the  church  of  La  Campania  in  180-'],  when 
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2,000  women  were  tlie  victims.  But,  in  addition  to 
tlie  horrible  details  in  wliich  the  priests  came  out  so 
badly,  it  is  not  generally  known  that  this  congregation 
was  formed  of  a  society  called  '  Daughters  of  Mary.' 
It  came  out  that  the  priest  who  established  this  society 
had  actually  made  these  poor  women  believe  they 
could  commimicate  by  letter  with  the  Vii'gin,  For 
this  purpose  there  was  a  post-box  in  the  church,  in 
which  secretly  they  placed  their  letters,  petitions,  &c., 
accompanied  by  a  golden  stamp.  This  had  been  going 
on  for  a  long  time,  and  was  only  discovered  when  the 
churcli  was  burnt.  The  Society  included  nearly  all  tlie 
first  families  of  Santiago,  who,  under  priestly  fear,  kept 
this  secret  from  every  living  soul.  This  instance  of 
superstitious  ignorance,  were  it  not  known  as  an  his- 
torical fact,  would  not  be  believed  possible ;  and  it 
only  took  place  ten  years  ago.  The  priest  was  never 
seen  in  Chile  again  after  that  night,  for  he  would  have 
received  small  mercy,  such  a  fury  was  on  the  people. 

That  shook  their  power,  and  an  improvement  took 
place.  But  the  fault  appears  to  have  been  in  allowing 
education  to  be  so  much  carried  out  in  religious 
establishments.  The  number  of  these  in  Santiago  is 
astonishing ;  and,  although  free  education  is  given  to 
almost  everybody,  it  would  be  better  if  their  schools 
and  seminaries  were  more  secular  and  less  monastic. 
Time  only  can  modify  this  evil.  Already  chm^cli 
l)ower  has  received  many  checks  in  its  ultramontane 
doctrines.  A  great  step  was  taken  only  a  few  months 
ago  in  this  direction,  when  (he  Bishop  of  Concepcion 
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refused  to  allow  the  body  of  a  man  who  had  bled  for 
his  country  to  be  buried  in  consecrated  ground  because 
he  had  not  led  a  religious  life.  The  Intendente  in- 
sisted  on  it,  and  forced  its  execution.  Of  coarse  the 
matter  was  laid  before  the  President,  and  shortly  after- 
wards a  decree  was  issued  by  which  cemeteries  were 
to  be  open  to  all  denominations,  having  but  one  door 
for  Eoman  Catholic  and  Protestant  alike,  while  inside 
no  division  was  to  be  made  except  by  trees  or  shrubs. 

This  gave  great  offence  to  the  Church,  but  it  had  to 
submit.  So  we  see  tliat  momentous  struEffrle  between 
temporal  and  spiritual  power  extending  to  all  parts  of 
the  world.  By  toleration  and  religious  freedom  alone 
history  has  proved  that  nations  can  prosper.  Will 
Chile  prosper  ?  is  the  question  one  asks  before  taking 
leave  of  her.  There  is  no  reason  why  she  should  not, 
and  every  reason  why  she  should.  It  was  said  by  a 
great  writer  of  the  last  century,  '  Honour  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  monarchies,  virtue  of  republics.'  If  each  pre- 
serves its  principle  intact,  prosperity  is  assured.  Chile, 
though  a  republic,  has  not,  like  the  United  States,  a 
prevalence  of  numbers  over  intellect  and  character ; 
and  where,  by  the  working  of  the  Constitution,  the 
highest  order  of  citizens,  wliether  in  character,  pro- 
perty, birth,  or  intellect,  is  eliminated  from  the  action 
of  public  life.  Ilence  the  prevalence  of  jobbery  and 
corruption. 

But  here  public  life  belongs  to  intellect  and  pa- 
triotism. Its  short  life  of  national  independence  has 
been  one  of  advancement  since  the  Spanish  yoke  was 
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thrown  off;  and,  possessing  a  climate  favourable  to 
every  industry,  assisted  by  an  infusion  of  Saxon  energy 
and  example.  Chili  will  some  day  take  a  high  rank 


amongst  nations. 


Let  us  now  return  to  Valparaiso.  It  was  on  October 
28,  on  a  Sunday  forenoon,  th.at  the  long-talked-of 
*  Repulse '  arrived.  Slie  appeared  during  the  sermon, 
conspicuous  to  every  eye,  as  she  slowly  glided  past  us, 
and  anchored.  The  officiating  minister,  who  was  de- 
livering one  of  his  pet  discourses,  observed  a  com- 
pressed excitement  all  around  him,  but  knew  not  the 
cause,  only  that  it  did  not  usually  attend  his  efforts,  so 
promptly  gave  the  benediction.  Who  would  reprove 
the  inattention,  save  he  who  has  not  experienced  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  your  relief  after  three  years'  exile  on 
a  foreign  station?  But  in  our  joy  was  alloy,  for  the 
'  Scylla '  had  not  arrived,  and  we  had  to  wait  for  her. 

In  the  interval  we  played  our  two  last  cricket- 
matches,  being  successful  in  both  ;  then,  unable  to  wait, 
on  November  19  it  was  determined  to  proceed  to 
Tome,  and  remain  there  till  news  came  of  the  '  Scylla's ' 
arrival.  So  we  bade  adieu  to  Valparaiso,  exchanging 
farewell  clieers  with  all  vessels  in  the  bay ;  hardly  able 
to  realise  we  were  leaving  for  all  time,  but  hoping  that 
hereafter,  when  '  absent  friends '  is  tlie  toast,  some 
there  may  be  who  will  find  the  name  of  '  Zealous '  rise 
not  unpleasantly  in  the  memory. 
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NEWS  OF  THE  '  SCYLL.V. ' — LEAVE  TOMf: — COAT,  AT  COROXEL — THE  MIXES 
— LEAVE  CORONEL — ANCHOR  OFF  MOCHA  ISLAND — ENTER  SMYTH'S 
CHANNEL  — ANCHOR  IN  CONNOR  COVE — AN  ADVENTURE  ON  THE  MOUN- 
TAIN— A  PERILOUS  DESCENT  AND  NARROW  ESCAPE —VISITED  BY  TERRA 
DEL  FUEOIANS — CLOTHE  THEM — A  MIOHTY  GI.ACIKR — LEAVE  CONNOR 
COVE— THE  ENGLISH  NARROWS — DIFFICULTIES  OF  THE  CHANNEL— ON 
A  ROCK — ANCHOR  IN  I'ORT  GKArPLER — PASS  THROUGH  GUIA  NARROWS, 
AND  ANCHOR  IN  PUERTO  ItCENO  IIARllOUR — ANCHOR  IN  ISTHMUS  HAY 
— ARRIVE  AT  SANDY  POINT — REMARKS  ON  THIS  SETTLEMENT,  PATA- 
GONIANS  AND  TERRA  DEL  FUEOIANS — LEAVE  SANDY  POINT — ARRIVB 
AT   ST.    HELENA,   ASCENSION,   MADEIRA,    VIGO,   AND   ENGLAND. 

It  was  wliilst  at  Tome,  on  December  2,  that  the  wel- 
come telegram  came,  telling  lis  the  '  Scylla'  had  arrived 
at  Valparaiso.  Accordingly,  next  day  we  left,  making 
wdiat  might  be  considered  a  final  start  for  England  ; 
though  some  months  must  elapse,  and  many  stoppages 
be  made,  before  that  desirable  haven  could  be  reached. 
First  of  the  latter  was  Coronel,  thirty-five  miles  from 
Tome,  where  we  arrived  the  same  day,  in  order  to 
coal. 

Coronel,  a  few  years  ago,  was  comparatively  un- 
known ;  but  discovery  of  extensive  coal  beds  close  to 
the  water's  edge  has  given  it  an  importance  which, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  time  will  greatly 
augment. 

On  a  small  promontory,  called  '  Punta  de  Puchuco,* 
formed  by  the  bay,  is  an  extremely  rich  mine  belong- 
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ing  to  tlie  Company  of  Delano,  Scliwaycr,  &c.  This 
important  cstablisliment  employs  800  miners,  working 
under  the  best  English  system. 

In  {I  depth  of  120  feet  five  veins  have  been  found, 
varying  from  one  to  five  feet  thick.  According  to  the 
account  of  competent  engineers,  these  contain  2,400,000 
tons  of  coal,  which  would  only  last  thirty  years.  But 
further  exploration  has  caused  the  discovery  that  this 
stratum  of  cofd  extends  in  a  longitudinal  direction 
towards  Lota,  and  therefore  it  may  reasonably  be  pre- 
sumed to  last  an  unlimited  number  of  years.  The  total 
monthly  production  of  this  mine  is  about  7,000  tons. 
During  the  year  1870,  2G9  cargoes  were  shipped;  129 
in  sailing  ships,  and  the  remainder  in  steamers. 

A  few  miles  along  the  beach  we  come  to  the  town 
of  Lota,  which  is  a  scene  of  great  coal-mining  opera- 
tions, similar  to  Coronel,  though  on  a  larger  scale  ;  for 
the  annual  produce  is  about  100,000  tons. 

The  existence  of  coal  here  was  known  in  1825,  but 
active  working  was  not  commenced  till  1841.  This 
establishment  was  founded  by  a  Chilian  gentleman, 
named  Don  Matias  Cousino.  After  his  death  his  son 
came  into  possession,  and  sold  it  to  a  company  for  a 
million  sterling,  himself  remaining  one  of  the  principal 
shareholders. 

The  town  of  Lota  has  little  noteworthy  about  it,  or 
inviting  in  its  aspect.  Miners,  for  the  most  part, 
occupy  the  dwellings.  But  these  ports  are  destined  to 
become  the  centre  of  a  great  commercial  movement, 
which  only  lately  has  commenced.    On  the  other  hand, 
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that  woiulerful  ftruiidity  of  soil  in  the  interior — sucli  a 
huge  [)()rtion  of  wliieh  is  viigin  of  all  cultivation,  and 
lying  waste  from  want  of  develoi)m('nt — presents  a 
vast  field  for  foreign  enterprise,  the  introduction  of 
wliicli  should  assure  a  brilliant  future  to  a  land  so 
ric'hly  endowed  by  Providence. 

We  left  Coronel  on  December  7  ;  but  finding  pro- 
gress much  impeded  by  a  heavy  swell,  with  a  light  and 
imlavourable  wind,  took  refuge  under  the  lee  of  Mocha 
Island. 

This  is  a  small  island,  about  twenty  nules  from  the 
mainland  of  Valdivia.  It  hos  an  inviting  aspect  from 
the  sea,  but  we  could  not  land  on  account  of  the  heavy 
surf.  Inspection  showed  excellent  pasture  land,  close 
to  the  sea,  extending  about  half  a  mile  back.  'J"he 
island  then  sudcleidy  rises  to  a  height  of  about  2,000 
feet,  and  this  part  is  covered  with  a  dense,  inii)ene- 
trable  forest.  A  number  of  cattle  dotted  the  plains, 
and  several  houses  gave  indications  of  a  thriving 
colony.  This  island  originally  l)clonged  to  the  Arau- 
caniau  Indians  ;  but  they  were  driven  out  l)y  the 
S])aniards,  since  when — like  most  of  them — it  has  alter- 
nately been  abandoned  and  reoccupied. 

Left  Mocha  Island  on  December  10,  but  still  found 
a  southerly  wind,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  stand  out 
to  the  westward.  This  had  a  good  eflbct ;  and,  a  calm 
succeeding,  we  steamed  down  towards  the  entrance  of 
the  Gulf  of  Penas. 

This  we  entered  on  the  evening  of  December  10, 
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iind  oomnKinccd  the  somcwliat  intricate  i)assage  called 
yinytlTH  Channel. 

To  such  as  have  not  experience  of  these  parts  it 
may  be  as  well  to  explain,  at  the  outset,  th:il  tliis  is  not 
the  now  well-known  route  of  the  Straits  of  ]\hi;;'ellan. 
The  west  coast  ot"  rnt;i,uonia  is  ju'culiar  in  hnvinL!;  a 
chiiin  of  islands  from  Terra  del  Fui\i;o  to  Valdivia. 
Formerly  all  steamers  ])assed  straight  through,  and 
emerged  into  the  Pacilic — until  very  lately,  lew  di- 
verged from  this  track.  Ihit,  later  on,  a  ])assage  wns 
discovered  between  this  belt  of  islands  jind  the  main- 
huid,  which  only  during  the  last  few  years  has  been 
rendered  partially  rc'liable  by  survey.  ]*)y  its  use  100 
miles  of  the  open  ocean  are  avoided,  where  generally 
tempestuous  weather  prevails. 

But  other  considerations  ij^ive  it  great  interest  for  the 
travciller  ;  such  as  exceeding  beauty  of  scenery,  and  in 
several  places  a  narrowness  that  lends  excitement  in 
])roj)ortion  to  the  skill  required  or  danger  incurred. 
All  this,  added  to  the  knowledge  that  our  ship  was 
the  greatest  in  draught  that  had  taken  this  route,  had 
made  this  part  of  our  journey  anticipated  with  the 
keenest  relish. 

To  describe  the  wonderful  efforts  of  nature  that 
have  produced  sucli  a  combination  of  gloom  and 
grandeur  would  need  the  brush  of  an  artist  in  con- 
tinual use,  to  accompany  a  })en  having  a  genius  for 
appreciation  and  deseri})tion  of  scenery.  Possessing 
neither,  I  can  only  give  i)laiu  facts,  without  ornament 
or  exaggeration;  painfully  conscious  that  here  exists 
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one  of  the  most  woiiderrul  portions  of  the  uiiivcM'So, 
though  unable  to  show  pliiinly  in  what  it  exists. 

On  entering  Smyth's  Channel— to  speak  jionerally, 
though  only  a  small  i)()rli(m  really  bears  that  name — 
you  at  onee  pass  from  the  turbulent  forces  of  atnso- 
sphere  and  oceim  into  the  stillness  engendered  by  lofty 
mountains  imprisoning  a  narrow  belt  of  water.  You 
glide  onward,  each  mile  having  soine  distinctive  feature, 
sonn^  fantastic  mountainous  shape  that  seems  to  say, 
'  We  have  our  world,  you  have  yours  ;  not  by  chance 
are  we  thus.'  On  each  side  thej^  rose  up,  often  per- 
pendicular, Ironi  the  water,  and  nearly  always  covered 
with  trees.  Near  the  top  ihey  were  bare,  except  a 
white  covering  of  snow,  which  added  to  their  beauty, 
while  the  summer  sun  caused  continual  melting  and 
innumerable  waterfalls. 

Forty  miles  from  the  enti'ancc  we  turned  into  about 
as  small  a  natural  harbour  as  it  is  possible  to  conceive, 
called  Connor  Cove.  A  narrow  passage  leads  into  a 
small  Ijasin,  which,  when  we  let  our  anchor  go  in  the 
centre,  a])peared  (piite  filled  iij).  This  is  whei'e  we 
had  determined  to  await  th.c  '  Scj-lla ; '  and  our  first 
manciGuvre  was  to  keep  the  ship  in  one  position  by 
securing  her  stern  with  a  hawser  to  a  tree.  It  was 
like  coming  upon  a  new  world  where  man  had  not 
penetrated.  Only  a  few  sea-birds  greeted  us  with 
strange  cries,  echoing  from  shore  to  shore.  Mountains 
surroimded  us  of  great  height,  covered  with  trees,  till 
they  disap[)eared  from  view,  and  only  a  white  snowy 
surftice  remained.     We  saw  the  sun   only  for  a  short 
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time,  (ijilrs  swi'pt  over  our  licads,  and  wo  lilt  lliciii 
not.  rarl'k's  laiidiMl,  hitl  (•oiild  make  no  pro^^'i-css.  It 
WHS  oii(>  don-L'  foit'^t,  with  a  false  >iuiai'('  of  lallcii 
timltc'i',  leaves,  i!^-e.  V\'oe  lo  liini  who  alleiii|itc(l  lo 
penetrate  alone  into  the  inlcrioil  To  ^ivt;  some  idea 
of  llic  sci-nery  and  jieeuHarities  around  us,  the  lollow- 
iii^  account  oC  an  excursion  ha--  been  i'urni^lu'il.  Tl 
sliall  s|)eal\  I'oi'  it<ell',  simply  ivmaikinji  that  the  at- 
temi)t  roused  some  anxiety  on  hoard,  and  their  return 
in  safety  wna  liailed  with  ^^huhie^is: — 

'From  our  >nu_n'  little  anehora;^'e  in  ConnorCove  we 
surveyi'd  lofty  snow-eapi)ed  mountains,  ravines,  and 
forests  lliat  the  eye  could  not  penetrate.  All  who  had 
landed  testified  to  the  almost  imijossihility  of  •jetting 
uioi'e  than  a  few  yards  from  the  water's  ed'fe.     Never- 

thek>s,  a  l)Mrty  of  llvi'.  eon^^istiuL;'  of  A ,  ^1 , 

1) ,   ][ ,  and   nn>elf.   drti'rmiiicd   to   make  an 


asi'ent  of  one  of  these  moui'taiiis  to  obtain  a  \iew  of 
this  unknown  inland  ivuion  of  TataLi'onia.  It  miuht  be 
one  mass  of  h^fty  mountains,  or  inmnneiable  islands, 
or,  perchance,  a  chain  of  lakes.  It  was  worth  the 
attempt. 

'Those  mountains  nearest  the  ship  consisted  of  ver- 
tical walls  of  cliir,  without  ;•  '  V'  irieuularily  to  liive 
any  hope  of  ascent.     Ih''  .or  back,  one,  between 

three  and   four  thou:-  ct   liiii'h,  culminatinj^'  in  a 

smooth,  snowy  peak,  .^enied  pra(!ticable,  could  we 
only  reacli  the  'bot.  We  started,  therefore,  about 
10  A.M.,  only  taking  a  comj)ass  and  a  coil  of  rope,  as  the 
two  most  useful  articles. 
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'  It  would  bo  impossible  to  tlescribo  the  density  and 
silence  of  tliis  woody  region,  wlien;  no  Inunan  being 
a|)[)aRntly  had  set  fo(jt  befbiv,  no  woodman's  axe  I'e- 
sounded,  not  even  the  chirp  of  a  bird,  or  sign  of  life  of 
any  sort.     Silence  and  solitude  reigned  supreme. 

•  The  first  trees  seemed  to  have  fallen  from  age  or 
wind,  covering  the  ground  with  fallen  timber.  Then 
another  generation  seemed  to  have  grown,  only  to  fall 
in  its  turn  across  the  others;  and  so  on  till  the  present 
time.  Thus  the  surface  was  one  mass  of  fallen  timber, 
mostly  rotten,  with  the  spaces  and  holes  filled  u[)  with 
a  beautiful  description  of  moss  and  small  ferns.  'J1iis 
treacherous  surface  constituted  the  difliculty  of  pene- 
tration. One  step  Avould  be  on  firm  ground  ;  the  next 
you  would  be  on  your  nose,  or  sunk  three  oi'  four  feet 
in  damp  wood  and  moss.  Persevering,  however,  after 
two  liours'  hard  work  we  found  ourselves  on  the  verge 
of  a  precipice  which  separated  us  from  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  with  a  running  stream  at  the  bottom,  llow 
to  descend  was  the  question.  It  seemed  hard  to  be 
repulsed  after  so  much  had  bei'U  accomplislu'd.  Look- 
ing about,  we  ol)served  a  ledge  running  obliquely 
along  the  side  of  the  precijnce,  which  ap[)earcd  prac- 
ticable; so  a  fresh  start  was  made.  r)Ut  about  half  wiiy 
down,  with  a  wall  of  one  hundred  feet  above,  and  an- 
other below,  this  ledge  narrowed,  and  then  disap[)eared 
altogether  for  about  four  feel,  when  it  went  on  au'ain. 
It  must  be  passed;  to  turn  back  was  almost  wor.se. 
Making  the  rope  fast  to  my  body,  and  giving  it  to  the 
others   in  case  of  ^lil>i>ing,  I  ste[)ped  across  in  safety. 
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Tlic  otliers  followed,  and  we  went  on  with  more  rapid 
progress.  We  soon  were  at  the  bottom,  and  had 
crossed  the  stream,  when  something  drew  an  excla- 
mation of  wonder  from  all.  What  was  it?  Where 
we  stood  the  precipice  was  overhanging,  and  water 
dri])ped  down  on  lis  in  torrents.  From  the  top,  a  green 
colmnn,  abont  eighty  feet  long  and  seven  in  diameter, 
wtis  suspended,  like  a  huge  green  icicle.  Examining 
it  narrowly  we  fomid  it  was  solid  moss,  which  had 
gradually  accumulated  in  this  manner.  The  effect  was 
beautiful  in  the  extreme.  Who  could  tell  how  long  it 
had  taken  to  attain  such  a  g  uwth ! 

'  We  now  found  ourselves  actually  on  the  mountain, 
but,  as  it  was  getting  late,  pushed  on  rapidly.  Walking 
here  was  comparatively  easy  over  spongy  moss,  satu- 
rated Avith  snow  water,  which  fell  in  a  nmltitude  of 
cascades  all  over  the  side  of  the  mountain.  Soon  all 
grass  and  moss  were  left  behind,  and  snow  ai)pcared  ; 
first,  in  a  melting  state,  and  then  in  a  more  crisp  and 
solid  form,  lying  on  an  incline  of  20°  or  30".  Here 
the  glare  was  very  trying,  i)roduring  giddiness,  head- 
ache, and  altogether  a  most  unpleasant  sensation. 

'  At  last  the  incline  became  greater,  even  to  45°  and 
50°,  with  a  vast,  smooth  surface  of  deep  snoAV.  From 
this  point  commenced  the  hardest  work  of  all.  Ah'ciidy 
a  great  height  had  been  attained,  from  whence  we  liad 
a  mngnificent  view  of  all  the  windings  and  turnings  in 
Smyth's  Channel ;  its  lonely,  secluded  little  harbours 
and  inlets;  ils  mountains  and  thickly-wooded  shores. 
l'«ut  wt!  wished  to  view  the  ntlier  side  of  the  picture — 
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tluit  mysterious  iuluml  region  witli  its  mighty  glaciers, 
feo  we  struck  up  again,  knee-deep  in  snow,  contiiuially 
slip[)ing  down  one  foot  in  two.  Soon  we  came  to  a 
stop,  liaving  arrived  at  a  deep  chasm,  about  two  lect 
broad,  \vliich  separated  us  from  tiie  next  ridge.  L(jok- 
iiig  down,  it  was  apparently  of  great  depth,  and  the 
highway  to  a  mighty  preci^jice  if  you  fed.  Tiiat  we 
got  over,  and  hov/,  will  ever  remain  a  wonder  to  us  all ; 
but  it  was  accomplished,  and  we  again  scrambled  on. 

'Another  hundred  yards  of  steep  snow,  ovei'  one  or 
two  rocky  ridges  and  boulders,  and  we  were  on  the  to[). 
But, oh  !  haid  fate  after  this  tremendous  strui>ul(\  thei'c 
was  no  lewaid.  A  fierce  snow-storm  raged,  which 
shut  out  all  view — even  oui'selves  from  each  other. 
Enormous  Hakes,  as  large  as  an  egg,  came  thick,  and 
soon  made  us  as  white  as  the  ground  we  stO(id  on. 
That  it  was  probably  always  snowing  up  here  for  the 
same  reason  that  it  was  always  raining  in  the  Straits, 
had  not  entered  into  our  calculations,  and  it  caused  a 
bitter  disappointment.  It  was  now  4.o0  p.m.,  so  we 
sal  down  to  lunch;  and  never  starviiiL!;  be^uar  enioved 
a  meal  with  keener  relisli  than  we  our  sandwiches, 
reduced  now  to  pul[),  though  originally  salt  horse 
entered  largely  into  their  <  miposition.  Five  minutes' 
rest,  and  the  warmth  and  excitement  sub.>ided. 
Thoughts  of  being  over[)owered  with  drowsiness  and 
giddiness  made  us  feel  a  descent  must  at  once  l)e  made  ; 
so  a  start  down  was  connnenced,  and  the  llrst  large 
snow-bank  soon  aiiived  at.  Seized  with  an  idea,  1 
said,  "  This  will  be  the  shoitest  way  down  licic  ;""  and, 
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suiting  tlio  action  to  tlic  word,  jumped  into  the  snow, 
and  slid  down  on  my  back. 

'  But  I  soon  found  tliis  was  a  faster  way  tlian  pleasant, 
and  that  the  whole  surface  of  snow  was  sliding  down 
too.  My  velocity  increasing  rapidly,  I  firmly  planted 
heels  and  elbows  in  the  snow ;  but  it  had  no  eflcct, 
and  to  stop  was  impossible.  An  unpleasant  sensation 
arose.  On  I  went  till  the  rocky  ridge  came  in  sight, 
on  the  other  iside  of  which  I  knew  the  gaping  chasm 
to  be.  To  describe  one's  feelings  would  be  impossible  ; 
but  an  instinct  of  self-preservation  made  me  again 
desperately  cling  to  the  snow,  tooth  and  nail.  It  was 
of  no  avail,  and  the  end  a})peared  near, 

'  It  was  a  fearful  moment.  On  I  went  with  great 
velocity.  The  ridge  came — oh,  fortunate  ridge !  it 
did  not  stop  me,  for  I  shot  clean  over  into  space  the 
other  side  and  over  the  chasm,  alighting  at  least  three 
feet  beyond.  Here  was  one  danger  past ;  but  now  I 
could  see  my  descent  had  been  deflected  from  the  path 
of  our  ascent;  and  just  in  front,  where  the  snow  ceased, 
was  a  sheer  descent  of  hundreds  of  feet.  Furious  with 
despair,  I  plunged  both  arms  into  the  snow  and 
stiffened  every  limb.  Thanks  to  a  merciful  Providence 
I  brought  up  just  in  time,  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
precipice.  Turning,  to  look  for  my  companions,  there 
they  were,  tumbling,  rolling  over,  and  bowling  ah)ng 
towards  me.  I  shouted  out  to  them  to  stop  or  they 
would  be  over  the  precipice  ;   which  they  succeeded  in 

doing,  all  but  B .     lie  could  not,  apparently,  and 

seemed    bound    f<u"    space,    when    I    rolled    over    and 
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Ciiiiglit  liim  just  in  time  by  the  leg.  It  was,  indeed,  a 
naiTow  es('ai)e,  and  we  could  hardly  speak  for  some 
moments. 

'  From  this,  our  journey  down  was  nuich  easiei', 
(hiding  our  rope  ol"  great  assistance,  lowering  ourselves 
down  steep  places,  and  from  tree  to  tree.  It  was  about 
8.30  r.M.  when  we  airived,  much  exhausted,  on  llie 
beach,  close  to  our  ship.  Our  appearance  on  board 
was  ludicrous  in  the  extreme,  for  our  garments  had 
become  reduced  to  a  few  raL^s.' 

The  night  of  our  arrival  in  Comu)r  Cove  we  were 
visited  by  a  canoe  load  of  Terra  del  Fuegiims,  two  men 
and  three  women.  If  Darwin  had  not  seen  the  ])iL!uei' 
Indians  when  he  vovaged  in  the  '  liei  ule,'  his  ideas  of 
man  in  connection  with  animals  might  certtiinly  have 
oriiiinated  here.  It  would  be  dillicult  to  imagine  a 
lower  scale  of  civilisation  than  is  exhibited  by  these 
denizens  of  the  straits.  Their  clothing  is  of  the  .scan- 
tiest nature  ;  in  the  men  it  consisted  of  a  shirt,  though 
that  is  of  late  introduction.  The  women,  however, 
had  not  so  nuich  ;  ncjthiug,  in  fact,  save  a  pieci;  of 
skin  hanging  down  their  backs,  whilst  they  scpialted  in 
the  canoe  like  so  many  monkeys.  A  veiy  lidiculous 
sight  was,  when  a  pair  of  marine's  tnjusei's  was  lumded 
to  a  hideous  old  woman  of  oui'ang-outang  aj)})earance. 
^he  took  the  pair,  and  stood  up  to  [)ut  them  on.  IShe 
was  short  and  iat,  but  scorned  to  turn  her  back  on  the 
audience.  The  troupers  were  evidently  a  puz/le. 
First  her  aims  went  throusih  ;  but  that  was  evidently 
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wont,  but  wrong  side  foremost ;  all  tliis  time  with  a 
most  oomiciilly  grave  face.  Hoars  of  laughter  gri'eted 
licr  efforts,  but  without  disconcerting  her.  When  her 
feet  came  through  the  other  end,  she  resumed  her  scat 
witliout  further  attempt  to  pull  them  up.  ller  com- 
])anions  tlien  went  tlirough  the  same  nmnccuvre.  With 
dilficulty  tlie  men  were  enticed  inboard,  and  appeared 
in  great  fear  the  whole  time,  shaking  and  kee[)ing  uj) 
a  continual  howl,  iiiscuit  and  tobacco  one  clutciied 
with  avidity;  but,  when  shown  a  looking-glass,  exhibited 
unmistakeable  signs  of  aversion,  and  spat  at  his  own 
reilection.  lie  had  probably  never  seen  his  own  lace 
before,  and  was  astonislied  at  its  ugliness.  These  men 
were  sliort,  but  not  badly  made,  and  of  a  copper 
colour.  One  had  several  marks  of  wounds  about  tlie 
liead  and  chest.  Ilim  they  put  on  a  marine's  red 
jacket,  and  trousers  to  match.  A  Lincoln  and  Bennett 
completed  his  costume.  Tlie  metamorphosis  was  ridi- 
culous in  the  extreme. 

These  are  neither  Patagonir'is  nor  bond  fide  Fuegians. 
They  ap])ear  to  be  a  corrupiion  of  the  latter,  or  a 
s])ecics  of  Fish  Indian,  similar  to  the  Vancouver  Siwash. 
One  of  tlieir  peculiarities,  not  often  encountered  in  the 
red  man,  is  their  abhorrence  of  spirituous  licjuids.  It 
has  been  remarked  on  before,  and  we  found  a  similar 
ellect.  On  otlering  these  men  rum,  it  was  easy  to  see, 
though  pretending  to  drink  tor  fear  of  ollending,  that 
nothing  went  down.  The  Tatagonian,  a  far  nobler 
specimen  of  savagery,  will  do  anything  for  drink  ;  tnid 
may  be  these  also,  after  being   brought   in   contact  a 
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little  more  with  civilisation,  will  not  show  any  repug- 
nance to  tlic  bottle. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  wonderful  traits  connected 
with  this  part  of  tiic  world  arc  the  mighty  glaciers 
with  which  it  abounds.  So  we  took  advantage  of  our 
stay  at  Connor  Cove  to  g(!t  the  steam-launch  out  and 
pay  one  a  visit  some  ten  miles  distant.  Accordingly,  a 
large   party,  including   the  writer,  started  early  one 


mornmg. 


For  some  fifteen  miles  our  course  lay  down  tlie  main 
channel,  passing  small  islands,  bays,  and  rocky  moun- 
tains, till,  coming  to  an  opening,  Ave  saw  the  first 
indications  of  ice  floating  past.  The  scenery  at  this 
point  commenced  to  be  grand  and  picturesque,  though 
gloomy  in  its  soUtude.  On  each  side  ])rccipitous 
mountains  rose  perpendicular  from  the  water,  like  a 
wall,  2,000  or  3,000  feet  high.  In  some  places  they 
were  overhanging ;  any  ship  might  have  steamed  up 
with  sides  touching,  but  for  masts  and  yards.  Trees 
grew  on  the  bare  rock  down  to  the  water's  edge,  many 
of  great  size.  In  other  places  perpetual  damp  had 
favoured  the  growth  of  moss,  to  a  depth  of  three  or 
four  feet,  of  many  species  and  colours. 

The  channel  then  became  narrower,  so  that,  when  a 
sharp  turn  was  made  to  the  right,  mountains  on  each 
side  appeared  to  join  and  enclose  us  in  a  lake.  At  the 
same  time  we  came  in  sight  of  the  glacier. 

It  was,  indeed,  a  wonderful  si^ht.  From  there  it 
ajipcared  as  a  high  Avail  of  ice,  but  jagged  at  the  to[) 
by  myriads  of  pinnacles,  its  snowy  Avhiteness  standing 
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out  in  strikinix  contrast  with  the  dark  mountains  on 
each  side.  Tlio  floating  ice  liere  began  to  get  thick, 
and  W(,'  couhl  see  a  vast  floating  mass  for  two  or  tliree 
miles  in  front  of  the  glacier. 

Througli  this  we  slowly  pushed  our  way.  'Hie 
pieces  assumed  all  sha})es  and  sizes,  some  thirty  feet 
hiiih,  of  a  beautiful  liuht-l)lue  colour,  showin<'  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  glacier  had  here  fallen  away. 

Api)roaching  within  a  mil(\  we  could  see  this  glacier 
was  an  enormous  lIoatin<'  iccberir,  formed  into  moun- 
tains  and  ravines  of  ice.  The  extreme  left  went  up 
perpendicular  from  the  water,  like  a  church  steeple, 
and  from  thence  it  extended  to  the  right  for  miles, 
though  that  extremity  was  hid  from  t)ur  view  by  a 
mountainous  island.  Our  progress  now  got  slower, 
and  we  were  at  last  brought  to  a  dead  stop  by  huge 
blocks  of  ice  on  all  sides.  Pushing  to  the  nearest  bank, 
Ave  landed.  Not  a  livini>'  th'uvj:  was  to  be  seen.  It  niiifht 
have  been  the  North  Pole  in  its  solitary  grandeur. 
From  an  eminence  we  observed  that  the  other  side  of 
the  bay  was  clearer  of  ice;  so  struggled  across,  and 
found  a  channel  by  which  a  nearer  approach  was 
made. 

When  within  about  half  a  mile  no  further  piogress 
could  be  made;  so  an(jther  landing  was  ellected,  and  a 
mamiificent  view  rewarded  a  heavy  climl)  over  wet  and 
slippery  moss.  From  our  elevation  we  conld  see  the 
top  of  the  glacier  Avent  back  for  mih.'s,  gradually 
ascending  towards  those  high  mountains  from  which 
it  nuist  derive  a  eontinual  flow  of  ice. 
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Tlio  water  at  tlie  foot  Is  ever  sapijin^  its  fouudatioii, 
wliile  the  ice  in  rear  pusliln^f  onwards  also  assists  in 
(lisi>laciiig  centres  of  jxravity  and  detacliinLi:  large 
masses  from  the  main  bnliv.  Thns  a  contimial  action 
is  nt  work,cansing  tliat  vast  field  of  ice  through  whi<'h 
we  had  such  dilliculty  in  pushing  our  way.  From  our 
position  this  was  paljjable.  At  intervals  a  loud  vowx 
was  heard  as  the  ice  cracked  and  hroki'  ofT  in  front 
from  the  [)ressure  behind.  A  louder  re[)ort  than  usual 
di'ew  all  our  attentions,  and  then  we  saw  the  left 
extremity  suddenly  detach  itself  from  the  main  bodj'', 
topple  over,  and  fall  into  the  water.  A  clouil  of  spray 
hid  that  part  for  some  time,  and  shortly  afterwards  a 
wave  passed  over  the  whole  ice-bound  surface  at  our 
feet.  It  would  be  im})ossible  to  estimate  the  volume  of 
that  portion  which  fell,  though  it  did  not  ap[)ear  to 
alter  the  general  configuration. 

Another  alt.'mpt  to  a})proacli  nearer  proved  abor- 
tive, though  close  to  us,  api)an'ntly,  was  clear  water,  and 
what  w^e  took  to  be  a  cave  in  the  centre.  Tims  we 
could  not  determine  its  exact  limits,  and  were  obliued 
to  retrace  our  steps,  for  darkness  was  coming  on.  It 
had  [Hjurcd  with  rain  the  whole  time  ;  so  all  were  glad 
to  get  on  board,  though  none  would  have  mi>sed 
seeing  such  a  wonderful  sight.  It  might  justly  \ni 
])laced  in  the  same  rank  of  wonders  as  Niagara  and 
but  a  few  others. 

When  the  cause  of  any  known  fact  canni^t  be  dcter- 
mined,  it  is  impossible  to  quote  precedent  as  proof;  at 
any  rate,  it   is  very  liablr  lo  Ik'  erroneou-.      lli'ic  we 


m 


t!  *it 


'I 


818 


OUn  JOUUNAL   FN  THE   PACIFIU     C'li.  XVI. 


liavc,  undoubtctlly,  ti  f,'lacicT  t)Ut  ol'  tliu  coiiiiiioii,  botli 
ill  magnitudu  ami  modus  operandi.  Tlie  coinniou 
ncce[)tatioii  of  tlic  term  is,  we  know,  a  field  or  immense 
mass  of  lee  formed  in  valleys  or  on  the  sides  of  moun- 
tains; whilst  in  geology  the  glacier  theory  is,  that  .iges 
ago  there  was  an  ice  period  throughout  the  globe, 
when  vast  masses  of  rock,  &c.,  were  transported  on 
islands  of  ice  to  their  present  locality.  That  theory 
may  be  dis[)ensed  with  here,  and,  in  a  combination  of 
both  mountains  and  valleys,  find  an  exi)lanati()n  of  this 
accumulation.  Ikit  it  must  be  on  a  scale  of  unpre- 
cedented ma<i;nitude,  the  ice  findiuL'  here  a  channel 
fi'oni  ranges  of  high  mountains  many  miles  inland.  To 
l)enctrate  to  those  parts,  and  ascertain  wliere  it  origi- 
nates and  how  it  proceeds,  would  be  an  interesting 
field  of  discovery,  and  probably  reveal  many  mighty 
mysteries. 

The  appearance  of  the  '  Scylla '  on  December  21 
brought  an  end  to  that  delay  and  enforced  idleness 
which  had  been  our  portion  for  some  lime.  It  was  a 
most  welcome  sight,  for  from  this  moment  might  our 
passiige  home  be  said  to  commence. 

We  started  together  the  next  morning,  and  a  few 
hours'  steaminii;  brought  us  ofl'  the  entrance  of  the 
English  Narrows.  It  is  this  portion  that  constitutes 
the  only  difliculty  of  Smyth's  Channel.  Here  it  is 
considerably  narrowed,  while  an  island  in  the  middle 
obliges  almost  a  complete  circle  to  be  made  in  a  very 
small  space.  We  were  not  destined  to  emerge  un- 
scathed,   notwithstanding   that   cveiy  precaution  was 
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taken.  To  n  spectator  it  would  nlinost  appear  im- 
possible for  ii  ship  of  any  leiinlh  to  conibino  sullicient 
Hpeed  to  give  accurate  steering,  and  at  the  sanie  time 
])r()cecd  with  due  caution  in  so  narrow  a  spot.  ALniiii. 
this  |)art  is  subject  fo  a  variety  of  tiile  inlluences 
which  are  didlcult  to  balance  ;  and  so  a  time  of  nearly 
low  or  high  water  is  best,  according  to  whichever  way 
you  are  going.  It  was  nearly  low  water  in  our  case, 
and  all  went  well.  The  circuit  of  Midchannel  Island 
was  made  without  dilliculty,  and  we  once  more  saw 
before  us  tlie  long,  straiglit  coiu'se  of  the  channel. 
lUit  congratulations  weri'  i^remature,  for  at  that 
moment  a  fierce  eddy  tide  on  the  riglit  hand  took 
command,  and  rapidly  swept  us  towards  the  opposite 
shore.  It  was  curious  to  observe  how  powerless  we 
were  in  its  hands  :  the  rudder  had  no  inlluence  ;  astern 
were  similar  dangers.  It  appeared  certain  destruction. 
As  an  oidy  resource  orders  were  given  to  go  astern. 
15ut  just  as  all  felt  a  curious  sensation  of  an  impending 
shock,  the  enemy  relaxed  his  hold,  and  the  I'udder 
began  to  exert  a  benelicial  inlluence.  Our  head  was 
again  towards  the  centre,  and  slowly  we  turned  in  a 
right  direction.  Less  than  a  minute  was  sudicienl  to 
allow  these  occurrences  to  take  place.  Another  minute, 
and  a  slight  motion  was  felt,  and  we  came  to  a  stop. 
We  were  aground.  Where,  it  was  dillicult  at  first  to 
say,  for  by  the  cliart  all  was  clear.  Not  so  imder  the 
bows,  for  there  plainly  was  a  Hat  rock  sloping  towards 
the  shore ;  but  so  easily  had  we  struck  tiiat  few  were 
aware    of    the    fact,   while    others    judged    us    to  be 
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grouiidcMl  astci'ii,  which  wiis  cIosl'  to  n  .small  island. 
In  till!  niL-antinu'  tlui  '  Scylla  '  pa.s.scd  at  full  speed, 
warncil  by  our  dinastor,  and  tliu.s  able  to  avoid  a 
repetition.  Wo  watched  them  enviously;  for  who 
could  .say  what  our  fate  might  be! 

Fortunately,  wu  Ibund  deep  water  under  th(>  sti'rn, 
!ind  our  slow  rate  at  the  time  of  strikinir  at  once  gave 
lio|)es  of  extrication.  All  hands  were  ordeii-d  aft,  and 
engines  to  go  a.stern  full  speed.  It  was  with  inexpres- 
sible relief  we  saw  her  glide  ofl'  lier  tempoiaiy  resting- 
place,  and  get  out  of  this  unj)leasant  locality;  not 
wishing  to  perform  the  part  of  anothei-  'Conqueror'  in 
such  :in  inliospit;d)le  region.  That  evening  we  an- 
chored in  Port  Grappler,  and  examined,  by  means  of  a 
diver,  what  damage  was  done  to  our  bows.  It  was  less 
than  all  anticipated,  though  suflicient  to  ( ause  a  con- 
siderable leak.  This  harbour  has  little  remarkable 
about  it,  beyond  a  certain  grandeur  of  wild  .•^ceneiy. 
It  is  enclo.sed  by  lofty  mountains,  with  seveial  extiiict 
craters  in  the  vicinity.  These  ap[)ear  to  1)0  of  recent 
date,  judging    by    their   charred   sides   and    want   of 


vegetation. 


Left  this  anchoi'age  the  next  morning,  and,  with  the 
'  Scylla,'  i)roceoded  on  our  way.  This  day  we  passed 
through  the  Guia  Narrows,  a  part  where  the  channel 
is  nari'owed  to  a  breadth  of  about  two  cables.  These 
do  not  j.i'e.sent  any  diiliculties,  having  noarl}-  a  straight 
cour.sc,  without  such  stJ'ong  tide  eddies  as  in  English 
Narrows.  Anchored  that  evening  in  Puerto  Pueno 
Harbour.     Close  to  is  a  large  lake,  rei)uted  to  teem 
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with  wild  fowl.  On  lliis  orcnsion  nianv  iruns  visited 
it,  ])iit  witliuiit  mii'li  succL'ss.  (.'t)usi(loriiig  liow  littU; 
Niicli  ;i  idiico  nuist  l)n  vi>it('(l,  it  is  curious  to  remark 
such  au  ahsL'iK'u  »)!*  Muinial  Ufc.  lUit  oui-  of  the  nio-t 
istrikinj^  leatut'es  of  these  f^trails  is  tjiat  want  of  hie, 
luiniiiii  or  otlierwise,  euhivalioii,  or  habitation,  to  vary 
a  conlinua!  sueeessioii  of  lofty  uiouutaius  aud  snowy 
peaks. 

It  was  on  Dccenihcr  'Jl  that  we  left  I'uerto  Ihieiio 
Ilarhoiir,  and  anchored  tiiat  evenin<,'  in  Islhuuis  IJay. 
Our  fourth  Christmas  Day  abroad  was  passed  in  this 
haven,  as  cheerfully  as  circuinstances  would  permit. 
lUit  Isthmus  Bay,  thou<ih  an  excellent  anchora^'e  for 
small  ships,  has  somewhat  too  irreiruiar  a  bottom  for 
a  lar^fe  ship  ;  and  too  many  rocks  in  various  i)arts, 
which  contract  iu  a  «.n'eat  de<:ree  the  whole  area. 
Consequently,  during  the  afteiiioon,  we  found  it  ueces- 
sary  to  shift  our  quarters,  and  go  through  intricate 
evolutions  before  we  could  al  last  lind  a  suitable  an- 
chorage. We  were  not  sorry,  therefore,  to  take  our 
departure  uext  day,  and  before  noon  had  emerged  out 
of  Smyth's  Ciianuel  into  the  Straits  of  ^lagellau.  Hei-e, 
in  the  distance,  we  again  saw  the  Paeilic  Ocean  for  the 
last  time,  with  Cape  Pillar  majestically  marking  th(» 
western  entrance.  All  was  now  plain  sailing;  at 
10  r.M.  we  rounded  Cape  Froward — our  lowest  point 
of  south  latitude — and  the  following  morning,  Decem- 
ber 27,  at  0  A.M.,  anchored  at  Sandy  Point. 

This  small  settlement,  situated  on  the  firunswick 
Peninsula,   near   the   east    entranee  of  the  Straits   of 
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Magelliiii,  wns  selected  by  tlie  Cliilinn  (lovcrniueiit 
some  years  ago  as  a  penal  colony.  It  is  still  used  lor 
that  |)iirpose,  tliouL,f|i  not  for  great  criminals,  most 
being  thieves  and  deserters,  lieyond  an  enibrccd  stay, 
and  certain  work  lo  perform — such  as  coaling  shi[)s, 
making  roads,  Ccc. — their  punishment  is  not  severe. 
Under  the  energetic  governorshi[)  of  Hi'fior  Oscar  Viel, 
Sandy  Toint  bids  fair  to  become  an  important  settle- 
ment. More  especially  does  this  seem  likely  since  the 
discovery  of  coal.  According  to  the  opinion  of  many 
geol(\u'ists,  the  whole  Magellan  territory  is  carl)oni- 
ferous.  Certainly,  many  mountains  in  Smyth's  Channel 
bear  strong  evidences  that  coal  is  there  in  large  quanti- 
ties. It  seems  simply  to  be  the  continual  i(m  of  a  stratum 
which  extends  from  north  to  south  in  both  continents. 
Cultivation  often  brings  it  to  light,  as  well  as  accidental 
discovery.  Coal-beds  have  been  mentioned  at  Coi'onel ; 
it  has  been  discovered  in  several  i)laces  near  Tomi' 
and  Concepcion  ;  while,  in  the  north,  coal  from  Van- 
couver Island  will  probably  ^tipply  the  Pacilic  slope 
till  a  new  vein  is  struck  in  Califoiiiia.  It  nuiy  safely 
be  inferred,  then,  that,  as  fast  as  one*  locality  is  ex- 
liausted,  there  will  be  another  to  take  its  ))lace. 

Since  ISTO  a  mine  has  been  woiked  near  Sandy 
Point,  and  a  great  deal  (>f  coal  extracted.  I'eing  sur- 
face coal  it  is  not  of  superior  (piality;  but  the  vein  is 
nine  feet  thick,  and  should  in  time  produce  nmcli 
better.  Nearly  all  steamers  now  stoj)  to  take  in  a 
suj)ply  ;  but  as  Smidy  Point  is  an  o[)en  roadstead,  with- 
out any  pier,  coaling  is  a   tedious  business.     Landing 
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also  i.s  not  .vitliout  its  disconilbrts  wlicn  m  surf  sets  in, 
at  wliicli  time — if  tlu-ro  is  any  Avind,  jnul  a  low  lido — 
boats  are  prevented  from  nearing  the  shore.  Patairo- 
nians  ariive  periodieally  at  the  settlenu'nt,  hriiminLT 
i,'iianaco,  fox,  and  ostrich  skins,  which  tliey  exchanii;e 
for  ])rovisions,  spirits,  guns,  and  silver  dollais.  This  is 
the  oidy  sliaj)e  in  which  tliey  take  money,  not  caring 
for  gold,  as  all  their  ornament'^  they  make  of  silver. 
Tiiese  Indians  hunt  on  the  plains  between  ^Magellan's 
Straits  and  the  livei-  Xegro,  ihi'ee  hundred  miles  nortli 
of  Sandy  \\m\{.  .Alanv  wronu"  ideas  concerninLf  these 
Indians  have  been  corrected  by  Captain  ]\[usters,  li.X., 
who  spent  eighteen  niontlis  amongst  them.  Thus, 
they  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  Ai-aucaniims, 
being  a  distinct  race.  Their  nature  is  restlos,  and 
lumting  their  sole  occupation.  Xeither  do  thcv  own 
the  same  allegiance  to  Caciques  oi-  chiefs;  only  render- 
ing a  voluntary  obedience  to  some  elected  head  when 
makiuLj  one  of  their  lonuf  jonrnevs.  Their  religion  is 
more  negative  than  positive.  'J'hey  liave  a  ha/y  idea 
of  a  great  and  good  sj)ii'it  who  civafed  all  things  ;  but 
over  in  their  minds  an  evil  spirit — Gualiehu— is  ujipei'- 
most.  Th(.'y  believe  liim  always  on  the  watch  to  (\o 
harm,  but  that  the  niedieine-man  h:;s  power  to  keep 
him  quiet  ;  wliile  in  the  custom  of  slaughtei'ing  man  s 
on  an  accident — sut-h  as  injury  to  a  clii'd-  it  would 
simply  ap])ear  to  be  a  pro[)i(iation. 

During  our  stay  at  Sandy  l*oint  only  three  made 
their  ap[)earance.  These  were  an  old  chief,  called 
Casiniiro,  his  son,  and    the  hitter's  wife.      The  former 
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is  u  fine  s[)crinic'ii  of  an  Indian,  frequently  mentioned 
by  Clusters.  In  fact,  tliis  cliief  sceniod  to  be  under  the 
impression  tliat  liis  old  roinpaiiioii  had  arrived,  having 
— so  he  said — i)n)niiscd  to  meet  him  at  Sandy  Point  in 
two  vears'  time.  On  hcarinjf  an  Eiiijlish  man-of-war 
liad  eomc,  he  innuediately  hastened  in,  and  seemed 
greatly  disap[)ointed  not  to  find  MusUts. 

His  K)ii  and  dauiihtcr-indaw  ])Mid  us  a  visit  on 
boar(h  'i  hey  were  \\\\o.  children  of  sixteen  and  four- 
teen respectively.  JJoth  wi'i'c  covered  by  an  am[)le 
guanaco  robe,  with  high  boots  of  the  same  skin.  They 
were  copper-coloured,  with  broad  faces  and  high  cheek 
bones  peculiar  to  the  Indian  race;  but  an  intelligent 
expression  of  countenance,  which,  in  the  woman,  a 
look  of  amiability  and  good  humour  rendered  posi- 
tivelv  nlcasiuii-.     'riii>  race  is  decreasinu  annuallv,  more 

tic  "  •    ' 

by  the  ellbcts  of  drink  and  disease  than  from  internal 
quarrels,  though  tliey  are  numerous. 

On  the  op|M)site  side  of  flu;  Straits  we  saw  large 
clouds  of  smoke,  pointing  out  whore  tlie  natives  of 
Terra  del  Fueuo  were  «fathcrc(]  toujether  to  celebrate 
tome  of  their  unholy  rites.  Jhit  they  never  come 
across,  nor  do  others  feel  disposed  to  visit  them.  It  is 
one  of  the  few  ))laces  wlicrt'  camiibahsm  still  reigns, 
and  which  white  men  haxc  not  vet  inlluenrcd.  Woe 
to  the  unlucky  mariner,  if  cast  aAvay  on  that  iidiospi- 
table  shore!  We  heard  of  a  ship  wrecked  there  not 
lojig  ago,  and  all  the  crew  eaten.  A  boat  drifted  over 
there  with  two  nuMi — they  have  not  turned  up  again  I 
It  is   time    that   >omethinLr   was  done  to   remedv  this 
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cxtniordinaiy  relic  of  barl)arity  in  tlie  very  liijjliwav. 
For  a  sailor,  the  chance  of  shi[)\vreck  is  siillicieiilly 
inipleasaiit  to  contemplate,  without  that  of  serving  as 
a  bon  boiichc  to  a  Iiuuliit  Fucman  bein''  added. 

About  fifteen  miles  from  Sandy  Point  excellent 
sliootin<'  can  be  obtained  in  December  and  Januarv  on 
Elizabetii  Island.  Wild  geese  and  duck  Hock  there 
by  thousands  to  brt'cd  ;  choosing  this  spot  in  preference 
to  the  main  land,  to  avoid  the  foxes,  which  destroy 
their  younLi".  Wild  >waiis  breed  there  al>o  in  Xovein- 
ber.  A  laige  parly  went  there  fi'om  the  ship  in  the 
steam  launch,  and  succeeded  in  briniiinji;  back  loO 
geese,  twelve  brace  of  duck,  and  a  simihir  quantity  of 
snipe.  The  young  birds  were  just  beginning  to  take 
care  of  themselves,  but  !i  month  later  there  would 
have  been  good  lla])])er-shooting. 

The  '  Scylia  '  left  us  on  1  December  ^jO,  to  <ro  to  the 
Falkland  Islands  for  provisions.  From  thence  she  was 
to  meet  us  at  ;i  '  rendezvous  '  in  lat.  45°  20' S.,  and  long. 
50°  W.  On  JanuaiT  4,  1873.  having  taken  in  400 
tt)ns  of  coal,  we  al-o  left  Sandy  I'oint,  and  at  2  A.M. 
the  followiiiLi'  niorninsj'  were  once  more  in  the  Atlantic, 
boimd  for  St.  Helena,  our  Tn.-t  >to|)page. 

The  rendezvous  was  reacheil  on  the  11th,  and  the 
'Scylhi'  found  awaiting  us;  then  both  proceeded 
together,  before  a  strong  we.-terly  wind,  which  enabled 
us  to  uiake  our  greatest  iini  «luiiiig  the  commission, 
viz.,  218  nnles,  ]5ut  on  the  18lli,  it  increased  to  a 
gale;  and  that  night  the  'Scylia'  parted  company. 
About  noon  next   day  the  wind  abated.  1<  aving  only  a 
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heavy  swell.  For  some  days  nftcrwards  every  sail 
sighted  was  expeeted  to  be  our  mis.siiig  eoiivoy.  ]iut 
she  did  not  turn  uj)  again,  and  we  had  to  make  for 
another  rendezvous  given  in  case  of  sucli  a  contretemps. 
This  was  in  lat.  :U)°  S.,  and  long.  8°  W.  Here  we  found 
her  on  tlie  27lh.  She  was  then  ordered  to  make  tlie 
best  of  Jier  way  to  St.  Helena,  and  await  us  there.  We 
sighted  St,  Helena  at  noon  on  Fel)ruary  5,  and  an- 
cliored  at  9  r.,Ar.,  after  a  passage  of  thirt3^-two  days 
from  Sandy  I'oint,  and,  by  our  track,  a  distance  of 
4,292  miles.  Here  we  found  the  '  Scylla'  and  '  Sylvia,' 
with  letters  that  had  been  awaiting  us  for  months. 

Who  has  not  been  lo  St.  Helena,  or,  at  any  rate, 
read  of  it  ?  'There  is  no  new  thing  under  the  sun,' 
said  the  Avisest  of  men.  Is  it  possible  to  say  anything 
new  of  St.  Helena  P  Hardly.  Li't  us  not  pass  by  this 
historical  spot,  however,  without  a  few  words,  since 
we  have  not  done  so  to  less  celebrated  placiis. 

It  would  be  hardly  ])ossible  to  find  a  more  barren 
aspect  than  that  wliioh  St.  Helena  presents  from  the  sea. 
From  the  anchorage  it  apjM-nrs  as  a  huge  mound  of 
earth,  without  a  blade  of  grass  on  its  nearly  perpen- 
dicular sides.  The  town  is  built  in  a  narrow  valley, 
certainly  clean,  and  was  at  one  time  in  a  very  pros- 
perous state.  Jjut  the  Suez  Canal  has  diverted  the 
track  of  many  vessels  which  would  otherwise  call  here. 
S!'|)ping  entries  being  thus  considerably  reduced,  it 
brliigs  a  serious  change  to  the  island,  Avhich,  of  course, 
depends  upon  vessels  as  a  chief  means  of  support. 
Now — though  all  produce  will  grow  alnmdantly,  espe- 
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cially  vogcUibles — tlicro  is  no  market,  and  cattle  only 
reap  the  benedt.  To  remedy  tlii.s  evil,  a  fsclieme  is 
about  to  be  tried  of  introdiKMng  foreign  ca[)it:d  to 
■work  certain  lands,  and  exi)ort  the  produce.  He  who 
lias  visited  Bt.  Helena  will  ])robably  ri'member  with 
connniseration  the  horse  that  carried  him  to  Long- 
wood.  That  proverbial  dog,  which  was  so  thin  that  he 
had  to  lean  against  a  lamp-post  to  baik,  was  cor})ulent 
conipared  to  these  animals.  From  tlie  rugged  outline, 
they  were  evidently  of  volcanic  stiucture ;  though 
claimed  by  a  precocious  horde  of  small  fry,  who 
follow,  hanging  on  to  their  tails,  to  be  of  Arab  de- 
scent, or  gifted  with  great  powers  of  speed.  It  was 
with  many  misgivings  a  party  of  us  selected  the  like- 
liest, and  started  off  for  that  neighbourhood  where 
Napoleon  spent  six  dreary  years.  After  getting  out  of 
the  valley  to  a  higher  region,  it  was  a  pleasant  change 
to  meet  a  fresh  breeze  which  alwavs  blows,  and  on  all 
sides  profuse  vegetation.  About  a  mile  and  a  half  this 
side  of  Longwood  you  descend  io  a  green  spot  where 
Napoleon  was  buried.  This  was  a  lavourite  resort  in 
his  lifetime,  where  he  would  come  and  read,  and 
drink  of  a  pure  spring  close  by.  According  to  his  own 
wish,  he  was  buried  here  without  any  ornamental 
tomb,  or  even  an  inscription  — simply  a  ilat  stone, 
enclosed  by  iron  railings,  tuid  surrounded  by  a  few 
trees.  JJut  there  is  a  (juiet  beauty  about  the  spot, 
from  which  it  is  quite  possible  to  understand  his  desire 
to  rest  there.  In  his  wish  for  no  iuM'iij)tion,  it  is  more 
dillicult  to  penetrate  the  UKjtive.     l-yitlier  he  wished  to 
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I)ui-y  thiit  part  of  liis  life  relating  to  St.  Ilcleiui  as 
imich  as  possible,  or  else  he  felt  his  name  would  live 
equally  in  the  future  ^vithout  gilt  or  marble.  The 
tomb  is  kept  in  good  order  by  a  French  sergeant,  who 
has  lived  there  lor  fouiteen  years,  and  seems,  by  the 
connection,  to  believe  in  everything  that  is  associated 
with  the  name  of  Xapoleon,  past  and  })resent. 

liiding  on,  we  soon  came  to  lAUigwood,  a  plain 
house,  standing  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  sea.  Except 
that  it  is  perfectly  empty,  no  alteration  has  been  made 
since  that  time.  There  are  seven  rooms.  In  the  one 
where  he  died  the  spot  has  been  railed  off,  and  here  is 
placed  an  exceUent  bust,  from  a  likeness  taken  just 
after  he  died.  Other  rooms  are  identified  by  a  certain 
pattern  of  pa[)ering.  Close  by  is  another  house  built 
for  li'm,  but  which  he  did  not  care  to  go  into,  pre- 
ferring to  remain  ^vhere  he  was  till  death  intervened. 

Walking  through  these  rooms,  and  over  that  ground 
■wlicre  he  spent  tho.se  years  of  imprisonment,  thoughts 
arise  in  the  mind  of  that  extr.aoidinary  career  of 
energy,  ambition,  and  glory,  which  had  such  au  un- 
hn])py  ending.  No  Avonder  life  ])e('ame  insupportable, 
and  death  a  relief.  In  the  interval  what  a  mass  of 
hopeless  regrets!  what  nuiterial  for  an  autobiograi)hy ! 
and  he  died,  and  left  no  sign.  The  concluding  chapters 
would  have  been  too  hard  to  pen.  Clreat  though  his 
crimes,  great  though  the  uiiseiy  he  inllicted  upon 
thousands,  and  though  his  bondage  brought  peace  to 
the  Avorld,  one  cannot  withhold  a  deep  feeling  of 
sympathy  for  him  who  achieved  such  great  deeds  ;  but, 


1 


Ch.  XVI 


ASCENSrON 


329 


in  taking  tlie  nuixini  '  Aiit  Cicsai',  auf  nnllns'  as  liis 
motto,  lie  attained  tlie  first  part  only  that  the  second 
might  be  a  greater  punishment. 

We  left  St.  Helena  on  February  0,  and  arrived  at 
Ascension  on  the  IGth,  having  had  extremely  light 
winds  the  whole  time. 

If  an  accusation  of  beii;g  the  last  place  created  can 
convey  any  idea  of  extreme  imj)leasantness,  Ascension 
might  claim  that  honour;  while,  in  many  cases,  the 
saying  is  rendered  less  of  a  ])aradox  by  knowing  that 
several  of  these  volcanif  islands  arc  of  comparatively 
recent  appearance.  We  have  no  knowledge  of  Ascen- 
sion anterior  to  the  year  1500,  so  cannot  say  its  exact 
age ;  but  the  lower  pait  haa  many  ])e('uliai'ities,  and  is 
entirely  devoid  of  vegetation.  This  is  not  relieved  by 
those  few  stiH-looking,  yellow-washed  i)uildings,  consti- 
tuting the  dockyard  and  only  halVitations.  Unfortunate 
mortals  who  are  doomed  to  a  three-years  stay  !  Xo 
other  nation  would  have  kept  such  a  i)lace  with  an 
island  like  St.  Helena  close  by.  Yet,  forsooth,  vessels 
on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  do  not  (l('sj)ise  Ascension, 
when  compared  to  that  Slough  of  Despond.  We 
found  a  gun-boat,  called  the  '  Coquette,'  just  arrived 
from  the  coast.  Certainly  they  had  Ibity-five  men  out 
of  sixty  down  with  fever,  and  IkkI  to  be  towed  acnjss, 
not  having  enough  availaljle  men.  Hut  in  such  a  case 
there  is  a  redeeming  point  here,  and  I  hat  is  Green 
Mountain.  On  the  top  is  a  well-kept  hospital,  and  an 
entirely  difTercnt  climate.  Grass,  green  tiees,  and  a 
healthv  diet  soon  bring  back  strcnutii   to  the  debili- 
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tilted  IVtiino.  Without  tliis  resort  tlio  island  would  not 
1)0  hcMrabk' ;  a  fittinjjj  coiiinu'iitjuy  on  tliat  lifr  wIrto 
conunoii  iK!<!C'.ssiirie'.s  are  rojiardi'd  as  the  greaicst 
hixuiic's.  Hut  Ascension  lias  ono  picwliarity  wt-ll 
■worth  a  visit,  and  tliat  is  Wido-a-Wake  fail- — not  ii 
gatlierin;^'  of  men  and  women,  but  birds.  It  is  about 
three  nnles  from  the  dockyard,  and  a  hotter  walk  it 
would  be  dillieult  to  lind  ;  over  a  vast  jjlain  of 
seoriated  lava,  as  if  the  whole  world  hid  made  this 
their  ashjjit.  1'he  road  is  maiked  by  empty  bottles, 
"which  sj)eak  volumes.  (3n  an  open  spot,  on  rock,  on 
sand,  as  thick  as  possible,  arc  eoii<,'re;^fated  millions  of 
these  birds.  The  <i;round  and  air  is  literally  alive,  so 
that  you  caimot  advance  without  treading  on  their 
eggs  or  young.  It  is  necessary  to  keep  a  slick  in 
continual  motion  over  your  head  to  ward  them  oil'. 
This  bird  is  a  species  of '^oa-svvallow,  about  the  size  of 
a  ])igeon.  An  extraordinary  tr.iit  is  the  faculty  old 
birds  have  of  knowiuLi:  their  own  ollsnring  and  eggs 
among  this  count les^'  horde  after  leturniug  with  food, 
even  if  either  are  moved.  Altogether,  this  is  one  of 
those  wonderful  si'dits  which  nmst  be  seen  to  be  fully 
believed. 

IIuvin<'  taken  in  ^,00  tons  of  coal  and  a  few  turtle, 
we  left  Ascension  on  February  20  for  irft.  Vincent,  in 
the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands. 

The  e([uator  was  crossed  on  tlie  24th,  and  for  ten 
days  most  unpleasant  weather  was  experienced  ;  not  a 
breath  of  wind  to  relieve  an  overiK)wering  heat.  Just 
as  our  stock  of  coal  was  ra})idly  coming  to  a  close,  and 
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])CM*i)lox'm;,'  (loiil)ts  aros ',  a  In'cozo  cjuiil'  wliicli  rarrlcil 
lis  towards  St.  Vincent,  hut  not  sullicicntly  lair  to 
reach.  We  sliould  |)ass  to  leeward,  and  liave  diHiculty 
in  «jjettin«]f  tliere  at  all. 

Torto  Traya,  in  the  island  of  St.  Ja<,'o,  w;is  our  oidy 
refujjfe  ;  so,  accord in^^ly,  we  steamed  up,  and  anchored 
there  on  March  7.  Fortunately,  coal  was  obtainable 
liere.  Live  stock  was  also  |)lentif'ul,  and  moderate  in 
[)rice.  On  this  island  arc  great  numbers  of  (|uail  and 
guiiiea-lbwl ;  but  the  latter  are  dillicnlt  to  shoot,  owinu* 
to  the  speed  at  which  they  run  wlien  seeinir  anything 
in  the  distance;  only  a  greyhound  could  oveilake 
thein. 

Leaving  Porto  IVaya  on  ]\[Mreh  10,  we  arrived  at 
St.  Vincent  the  next  evening.  Ivemaining  there  only 
two  days,  sullicient  to  take  in  ')00  tons  of  coal,  on  the 
l.'jth  we  contimied  our  journey  towards  ]\Iadeira, 
where,  after  a  favourable  passage,  wc  arrived  on 
the  2.^.rd. 

When  we  left  ^Fadeira  on  the  afternoon  of  the  'Jdtli, 
liiigland,  ibr  the  first  time,  appeared  near,  tmd  all 
anticiijated  a  sjjeetly  arrival.  Lut,  remaining  unto 
the  end  victims  of  a  |)er>i>teiit  ill-fate,  we  were  not 
destined  to  arrive  without  once  more  being  conrpni-cd 
by  the  elements,  Crecpii.g  up  the  Portuguc-e  coast, 
})ast  Lisbon,  with  thanksgiving,  until  within  t^eventy 
miles  of  Vigo,  we  found  ourselves  buireting  against  a 
strong  ni)rth-east  wind,  unable  to  make  any  j)rogress. 
Four  days  under  sail  sufliced  to  make  us  describe  an 
irregular  quadi'ilateral,  and  then  retiiin  (o  nuicli  the 
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saino  spot  from  wliicli  wo  Htarti'<l.  "Wind  aiul  wcatlior 
iTiimiirmj^'  lis  obj^tinate  as  ever,  ihcro  was  110  lu'lj)  but 
to  put  iuto  Vigo  for  coal.  Accord! iiiily,  wo  nuclu)rc(l 
tliero  on  tlio  (Itli,  with  many  laiucutatioiis  over  our 
luck. 

If  all  Spauisli  towus  arc  like  Vigo,  I  have  uo  lie?;ila- 
tiou  in  saying  tliat  b^[)aiii  is  as  nuicli  behind  Chile  in  all 
domestic  arrangements  and  ideas  of  (•!<•  ''less  as  the 
latter  country  is  behind  Knglaiid.     Be-  aow  Sj)aiii 

seems  quite  unable  to  advance  with  the  age,  and  con- 
form to  changes  that  belong  to  the  world's  progress, 
one  can  no  longer  wonder  at  her  inability  to  keep  a 
single  colony,  and  that  deep  decline  which  she  seems 
to  have  fallen  into  and  which  is  rapidly  bearing  her  on 
to  an  ignominious  <n'ave. 

Left  Vigo  on  the  7th,  after  taking  in  l.M)  tons  of 
coal,  and  steamed  steadily  towards  England.  Our 
progress  was  slow,  as  a  head  wind  still  j)revaili'd,  but 
we  managed  to  -Meep  on  at  the  rate  of  eighty  or 
ninety  miles  a  da^  ,  anxious  unto  the  end  lest  our  coal 
should  fail.  When  witliiii  oOO  miles  of  riymouth  a 
gladful  cahn  succeeded,  so  that  better  progress  was 
made.  The  Eddvstone  was  sij'hted  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  12th,  and  we  anchored  in  Plymouth  Sound  that 
evening,  after  an  absence  of  three  years  and  live 
months. 
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CONCT.rSTOX. 

AViTU  our  Mi'iival  in  I-jinland  comes  to  an  end  this 
volimie,  whirli  has  ('n;:aij;('(l  the  atlciitiou  of  many 
leisure  liours,  and  all'orch'd  M)mt'  amnsi'mcnt  in  tiie 
])ast.  ]\Iay  if  also  sciac  as  a  conni'ctin^^f  hnk  in  llic 
future  !  Then,  as  years  roll  l)y,  and  we  are  si-paraled  by 
tlie  inexorable  demands  of  duty,  this  will  recall  a  time 
whieh,  if  not  altogether  one  of  unalloyed  jjleasure,  had, 
in  niiiny  respects,  the  elements  of  hapjjiness  streuLrthened 
by  a  mutual  friendship,  wli!c!i  no  Irving  ordea!  could 
weaken. 

Let  it  go  forth,  then,  u  token  of  our  goodwill,  and 
soften  the  asperities  of  a  long  farewell  ;   for 

Wi!  only  iiH'ot  on  cMrlli 
Tlisit  we  may  know  how  stid  it  is  to  p-irt  : 
And  sjitl  indeod  it  were,  if  in  tin'  lio.-irt 
Tlirn-  were  no  sforo  reserved  ;ic:;iinst  ji  doartli  ; 
No  ealni  Klysinni  for  departed  mirth, 
Haunted  hy  prntle  .sliadoWH  of  |.a>-t  pleasure. 
Whore  tlie  hwi*  t  folly,  the  liixlit-f.ioted  nitiisnre. 
And  •rravcr  trilles  oftlio  sliininj,'  heartli, 
Live  in  their  own  dear  image. 
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AI'rK.NDIX  TO  criAITKI!  III. 

ilt'tiviuil  /I'l  iDfirfkf  <m  t/ic  I'lindi/i'  friitn  Piiminin  to  Siiii  I'rtniri'.^ro  niiil  to 
I'liiicdiffr  Jsliiitil,  ii.i  tit  H'iiiils,  W'liillifi',  i'lirrt lit*,  i\i'.~-  llititiirl,*  mt 
tlif  lliiilniiirii  of  Sun  Vrnnilino  oiiil  K^i/iiiiii(ilt,  Jti/  Ciijifiii'ii  I'm n tin  A. 
Jliiniv,  Stafr  f'liiii  111(1  mil r  •/.  '/'.  fhiiiiiur,  and  2\<iviyntit>ij  I.ivulviiotit 
Tlmmm  JI.  llityiiiaii, 

^Vl;  fniiiid  II. M.S.  'Zfiilniis'  at  niu-lior  in  raiiainii  liitad. 
ahiiut  tliiTc  iiiilfs  ((tV  hlinrc.  Aftt  r  };<ttiii;,^  nn  Imard  all  niir 
I Kii;;:;;! ;;■<•,  »\:c.,  sfcatii('(l  oViT  Id  'rahn^a  I>laiul  to  cnal.  This 
islaiitl  lirs  niiit'  niilrs  to  the  soutliwanl  of  I'aiiarna,  and  lias 
II  coii.-«id('ralil('  dirty  villaj^c  en  its  iiuilli-casl  side.  Tlic 
ISIorro  is  a  small  liill,  ('(.iiiH'i'tcd  with  the  niaiidaiid  hy  a  hiw 
sandy  isthnms,  covered  at  hi;;h  water,  and  was  toniu'ily  the 
hcadi|uaiti'rs  of  tln'  I'ai-ilic  Mail  ('tiin|»any:  >ii.\v  at.  Callao. 
The  aii('hnia;;t'  is  ;^<Mid,  and  rlosi!  to  the  shore.  Su|»|ilie.s  \\<v 
a  sea  ernisc  very  ditlieult  to  olttain  :  and  the  water  (owiii;,', 
]>rolial)ly,  to  the  dirty  tanks  in  \\lii(li  it  is  kept)  not  ^'ood. 

After  leavin;,'  Taliti;;a,  had  \ery  ii'^lit  variahhs  wind,  and 
calms  to  the  <iala|>a;4(is  l«:lanils,  wliirh  we  si;;lited  on  the 
atternoon  of  Kelniiary  ',\.  I'ass^ed  lu-tween  Chatiiani  and  Har- 
rin;;ton  l>lands  durinjj;  the  nij^ht,  liavinj^  a  north-westerly 
current  of  1^  knot  |)er  hour  with  us,  and  anehored  in  Post 
Office  l?ay,  Charles  Island,  at  10  a.m.  February  4.  There  is 
jj;ood  anchorage  in  this  bay  in  from  (!  to  K)  falhoms:  it 
a]i»)unds  in  tish  of  all  descriptions  ;  but  there  are  no  terrapin 
here.     'I'o  reach  the  ' set tli-nniit  '  it  is  necessary  to  j^n  round 
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<<>  HIack  Mi'iicli  Kdiid  on  the  wi'.sf,  side  of  llir  islaiiil,  a  dis- 
iiince  of  iihoiit  five  iiiilrrt  from  ]*o.<t  (Mlicc  May.  l-'ioin  the 
(ijilapaj^os  steamed  to  tlie  southward,  altoiit  SO  miles; 
then  made  sail  t(»  a  very  li^ht  S.W.  Iiree/.e  ;  Imt  lor  u 
whol(!  week  experient'ecl  most  Vfxa*-iuu>  weal  her,  havin_!j[  very 
li^'ht  southerly  airs  and  calms,  accompanied  witli  i>assin<jf 
showers,  and  ifenerally  dull,  mn^L;y  weather.  Provisions  for 
."{S  days  only  on  hoard,  and  only  sntlii-icnt  coal  to  take  ns 
throiioh  the  Doldrnms  when  we  cross  the  line.  However, 
with  the  aid  of  favoinahle  currents,  iV:c.,  we  gradually  drift<(l 
away  to  tin;  W'.S.W.,  and  eventually  <;(»t  into  a  steady 
but  li;4ht  south-east  trade-wind,  and  tine  dear  weatli<r.  On 
l''ebruary  22  crossed  the  equator  in  lon;^.  1 09°  \V.  and  from 
thenc(!  until  the  2Sth  had  calms  and  li;;ht,  variahle  airs, 
with  most  unjdeasant,  ('irty  weather.  NN'e  steamed  tor  .'10 
hours,  all  we  could  atTord  to  do,  and  after  that  lay  roljin;^ 
ahcuit  becalmed  '  lik(!  a  painted  ship  upon  a  painted  ocean,' 
until  at  last  we  drifted  intt)  the  iiortli-east  trade-wind  in 
lat.  4°  40'  N. 

1^'tween  the  piralh'l  of  2"  and  I^  \.  found  th.'  etjua- 
torial  current  \ery  >t  idn;^,  it  lia\in;^'  set  us,  west.  Ill  mile« 
in  two  days.  \N'e  foiuid  the  N.I'',,  trade  fresh,  with  oflen- 
tinu'S  a  confused  sea,  and  (»c<'asionaIly  s(pially  weather; 
but  the  <;-ood  ship,  stiff  and  easy  under  it- current  ;;ene- 
rally  setting;;  to  the  soutliward  aJMUit  Hi  miles  in  the  24 
hours — on  tin;  ni;;lit  of  March  11  passed  over  the  position 
assi;^ned  to  an  island  (?)  in  lat.  22°  37'  N.  and  lon;^-. 
131°  24'  \V. :  but  saw  nolhiu;;'  of  it.  theref<u'e  can  positively 
say  an  island  docs  not  evicts  in  tliis  position.  W'v  lo.-l 
the  NM"',.  trade-wii'd  in  lat.  27^  N..  and  from  thenco 
until  within  100  mih-s  of  San  l''r;:iiei^co  had  variable  winds, 
S(.rnetimes  fair,  sometimes  foid,  but  jtrii.cipally  t'roin  the 
N.W. — weather  very  clian<;cable.  <  hi  March  2<),  when 
alnnit  130  miles  from  San  T'rancisco.  the  wind  freshened 
into  a  mo(lerali  N.NN'.  ;;ale,  ami  headed  us  (iff  our  ccunse  ; 
so    that,  what    \.  ilh    a    southerly    current    and    leeway,   we 
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were  unublo  to  fctfli  up  to  our  port.  NV<'  sij^litcd  \hv  S. 
FaiiiUoii  Iii<;lit  tlial  nijj;lit,  liiit  iiad  uot  sutlicicul.  coal  on 
ImkihI  to  strain  a;^'aiiist  tin-  Itrrc/r.  Kurt uiiatdy,  (luriu;j;  tlio 
ii»-'xt  ni;;lit  tlif  wind  tell,  and  hy  7  a.m.  tlic  tnllowiii;^  moniin;^ 
it  was  a  dead  calm;  so  t'lat  liy  carctully  '  liiisliaiidiiij^'  tlio 
coal  we  had  just  Hufficicnt  to  take  us  into  San  l''rancisc'o  liar- 
lioiir  hy  .3  P.M.,  March  2H,  haviuj^  hi-cn  (it)  days  fmui 
Panama,  and  without  seeing  one  friendly  sail  the  whole 
time. 

San  Francisco  Hay — on  the  west  side  of  whicli  is  the  city 
of  San  Francisco — alfnrds  one  of  the  tiin'st  liarltuurs  in  the 
World;  certainly,  the  lie>t  on  the  J'acilic  coast,  lioth  as  re- 
j^^ards  its  };('o;^'rapl.ical  position,  size,  and  depfli  of  water, 
and  where  unlimited  supplies  (»f  all  <leseript ions  may  he 
ul>tatne(|  at  reasonahle  rates.  The  hay  is  ahoiit  'M)  mih-fl 
Ion;;  in  a  N.\N  .  and  S.K.  diniotion,  and,  ahreast  i»f  the  city, 
uhoiit  tour  miles  wid<i  ;  hut  is  very  shoal  in  its  S.K. 
and  ]•].  |Kirls.  'i"he  only  drawhack  to  San  FranciscK  harhour 
fur  heavy  diaii;j;ht  ships  is  the  Har,  a  hank  of  saml  with  an 
uverajife  dej)th  of  tive  tathoins  water  over  it,  lyin;^  ahoiil  live 
miles  outside  the  entrance  to  the  hjirliour.  There  is 
j^eiierally  a  considerahh;  swell  on  it,  and  diirin^j^,  <»r  after, 
stronj;  S.F.  winds,  the  sea  hreaks  heavily  iipnu  it.  ICvery 
vessel  hound  into  the  harhnur  must  eitlu-r  pass  o\cr  it  ur 
t'Jiter  hy  a  rather  intricate  (on  account  i>f  thestmny;  tides  off 
liouita  f*oint ) and  rarely  used  channel  to  the  northward  of  it. 

The  (ioldeii  (late,  or  entrance,  is  well  descrihed  hy  I'ro- 
fessor  Davidson,  I'.S.  navy,  'as  presenting  tiie  appea-ance  of 
a  great  cleft  or  lissure  in  the  sea-coast  range  of  mountains.' 
lietween  lioidta  and  L>-.ios  Points  it  is  about  two  miles  wide, 
contracting  to  three  ([uurters  of  a  mile  hetween  Mine  and 
Fort  points.  IJoth  shores  are  hold  and  lugli,  esp«'cially  the 
nortlu-rn  side,  rising  to  a  height  of  l,H(}t)  or  2. ()()(»  feet; 
deep  water  in  the  chanmd  (liO  to  00  fathoms),  and  the  tides 
strong.  We  could  scarcely  make  headway  against  the  ehh, 
though  going  from  '>i  to  G  knots.      luuaedjately  after  nans- 
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inj»  Fort  Point  tlie  city  opens  out  to  view  on  your  rij^lit 
hand,  whilst  on  your  h'ft  is  the  strouj^ly  fortified  isliind  of 
Ak'iitrjiz,also  Verba  Buena  Island.  The  sliippin<j;  are  gene-r- 
ally moored  alon<fside  extenwive  well-built  wharves;  but 
there  is  tirst-rate  auehoraj^e  for  any  number  of  ships  in  !)  to 
12  fathoms  everywhen;  abreast  of  the  city.  The  only 
liidden  (lan<j;er — the  Hlossom  Koek — has  now  been  removed 
by  blasting,  and  24  feet  is  the  least  water  over  this  spitt. 
Good  water  is  supplied  to  shi|)s  at  one  dollar  and  a  half  per 
ton.  Coal  can  also  be  had  in  any  <iuantities,  costing,  according 
to  (jualit}',  from  eight  to  fifteen  dollars  per  ton.  Tlie 
markets  are  well  supplied  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life; 
and,  during  the  season,  fruit  of  all  descriptions,  peaches 
especially,  are  both  abinidant  and  cheap.  Washing,  which 
forms  a  considerable  item  in  one's  expenditure  in  the  I'acitic, 
is  moderate  compared  to  other  places  on  the  north  and  south 
coasts,  being  one  dolli::-  and  a  half  per  dozen.  There  is  a 
very  fine  dry  dock  at  Iliuiter's  I'oint  (four  miles  from  the 
city),  excavated  out  of  the  solid  rock,  and  capable  of  taking 
in  ships  drawing  22  feet  of  water,  though,  owing  to  the  high 
price  of  labour,  vSl:c.,  refitting  and  repairing  ships  here  miiat 
be  rather  a  costly  atVair. 

About  ft)ur  miles  across  the  bay,  opposite  San  Francisco, 
is  the  city  of  Oaklands,  fast  rising  into  importance,  being 
the  terminus  of  the  Pacific  liailway  from  New  York,  and  tlu; 
favoiM'ite  abinle  of  many  of  the  city  merchants.  Owing  to 
the  bay  being  very  shallow  this  side,  a  V(>ry  long  pier,  or 
wharf,  has  been  built  out,  stretching  one-third  across  the  bay 
towards  San  Francisco,  to  which  ships  moor,  and  load  with 
the  produce  of  the  surrounding  country  bniught  alongside  of 
them  by  the  tnu-ks  of  the  Pacific  Hailroad,  whose  lines  extend 
to  the  pier  end.  The  principid  exjjorts  from  California  are 
corn,  hides,  flour,  wool,  ([uicksilver,  gold,  and  silver.  Com- 
f(>rtal>le  ferry-boats  run  frequently  to  and  fro  between  the 
two  cities,  connecting  with  all  the  trains.  An  additional 
advantage  coming  to  a  good  port  like  this  is  the  <[uick  com- 


Ij.l 


ESQUniALT  UARIIOUR 


municMtion  with  Kiiropi',  l»oth  by  tclcf^rapli  ami  post ;  a 
letter  only  taking  iiiiicteen  days  in  transit,  wliilt;  a  tclrjfiam 
can  l)e  recoiveil  at  San  Francisco  b('tV)re  the  tiin(;  it  actually 
left  Kni^land,  owinjj;  to  the  different  lony^itude  uf  tiie  places, 
8h.  \)m.  37s.  in  time  slow  of  Greenwich. 

During  tlu;  dry  or  summer  months  in  San  l''rancisco  the 
wind  }j;eneraily  blows  very  stron;jf  from  the  N.W.  in  the  day- 
time, stirrinjjf  up  clouds  of  dust  and  makinfj;  it  unpU-asant  to 
walk  about  ;  biit  abotit  stniset  the  wind  dies  away,  and  the 
ni^dits  are  calm  and  ])leasant. 

Althouj^h   the  distance  between  San  Francisco  and  Van- 
couver is  only  about  700  miles,  yet  this  is  a  tedious  passai^'e 
to  make  in  a  sailinji;  ship,  as  the  wind  is  jj;enerally  diad 
foul,  or  from    the  N.N.W.      \\'e  fortunately  started    on  a 
calm  day,  and  steamed  close  to  the  shore  up  tin;  Californian 
coast  as  far  as  Cape  Mendocino  (200  miles),  where  we  fell  in 
with  the  usual  northerly  winds,  wiiich  obli;jfed  us  to  stand  out 
to  the  westward  about  2tlO  miles,  so  as  to  make  a  fair  wind  on 
the  other  tack  ;  and,  tlie   wind   favourinjj;  us,  we  eventually 
sij^diteil    Tatuosh   Ishind   iii^ht   (entrance  of  .Juan  de   Fuca 
Strait)  on  April   23.     Thi-se  straits  have  been  so  well   sur- 
veyed and  often  ilescribed  that  any  remark  alioutthem  would 
b(!   superfluous.      The    entrance    to  Ksnuiniiilt    harbour    is 
somewhat  narrow,  but  presi-nts  no  danjji'i'rs  to  a  steam-sliip. 
The  harbour  itself,  thoujjfh  small,  has  capabilities  for  holdinj^ 
a  larjj^e  fleet,  the  {greater  [lart   of  it   i)eiii;jf  j^ood  auchoraiije 
{j^round,  with  an  averaji^e  depth  of  five  to  seven  fathoms.    All 
reco};nise  the  value  and  ini|tortance  of  Kscpiimalt  as  a  naval 
station;  and  it  is  a  matter  of   re^q-et    with    naval    ullicirs 
who  have  served  on  this  station  that   it  does  not   possess  a 
lar{j[e  dock,  capable  of  takini;  in  our  own  ship,  for  instance, 
and  that  tin  dockyard  is  not  exjiaiKhrd  in  a  manner  adeipiate 
to  meet  the  wants  of  a  large  Hect  in  the  event  of  war  break- 
ing out. 
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AIMMCNDFX  TO  ('IIAITKH  X, 

Uemnrhs  on  thevutiotm  J'tmnai/cs  hdwvi-n  Utiviuy  Vanconvvr  hl<niil,Juhj  I 'J, 
1870,  untl  univttKj  there  uijuin  July  ll>,  1871 — U'iiulu,  L'urreids,  Jliir- 

After  Icuviiiff  Esciuinialt  harbour  on  .Fiily  12,  finding  <lie 
wind  strong  from  tlic  westward,  aneliored  in  Pedder  Hay, 
remaining  tliere  till  3  a.m.  on  tin;  1411i,  when  we  weighed 
and  steamed  out  through  the  Race  Channel.  As  Hoon  as  elear 
of  tli(!  Straits  fell  in  with  a  W.X.W.  wind,  which  carried  us 
to  Cape  Keyes  l»y  0  P.M.  on  the  lOtli.  On  account  of  the 
fog,  reinained  under  easy  steam  all  night,  I<eej>ing  our  posi- 
tinn  hy  the;  lead  till  daylight,  when,  elosing  in  towards  tin? 
land,  we  made  out  ('apt*  Keyes  ututh  one  mile  at  7  a.m., 
and,  steaming  through  the  northern  or  I^tnita  Channel,  and 
(lulden  (Jate  of  San  Francisco,  anchoreil  in  10  fathoms  off 
the  Pacific  Mail  Steam  Company's  wharf  at  10  a.m. 

The  northern  or  IJonita  Channel  has  great  advantages  for 
Hteam-vessels,  esjiecially  for  vessels  of  deep  draught.  The 
least  water  we  found  was  7i  fathoms  off  IJonita  Point, 
whereas  when  crossing  the  Par  last  year  we  had  oidv  C^^ 
fat  home,  which  is  barely  sufliicient.  for  a  vessel  drawing  2(1 
feet,  hIiouUI  there  be  any  swell  at  the  time.  Pesides,  in 
foggy  weather,  a  vessel  can  find  her  way  in  through  this 
chaun«'l  when  the  h'ading  marks  for  the  Par  Channel  would 
not  be  seen.     The  latter  was  the  case  when  we  came  in. 

'J'he  turning  between  Ponita  Point  and  Four  Fathom 
Pank  is  rather  sharp,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  advisable  when 
going  0}it  that  way  to  start  with  the  last  of  the  Hood,  so  as 
to  pass  Ponita  I'oint  before  the  ebb  makes  with  any  strength. 

Since  the  'Zealous'  first  entered  by  this  channel  the 
lighthouse  on  Point  lieyca  has  been  completed,  and  two 
black  buoys  have  been   placed  on  the  Four  Fatliom  Pank. 
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The  one  at  the  west  end  lies  W.  Ity  S.  \  S.  3^  niilt-s  from  the 
(itht-r  at  tilt*  east  end,  which  lies  in  T)^  fathoms  W.  by  S. 
i  S.,  1^  niih'  from  Hoiiita  I'oint. 

Fairway  Inioys  have  also  been  plaeecl  for  erossin;T  the  Mar. 
Th«;se  are  painted  Ithuk  and  white,  placed  in  line  with  l-'ort 
Point,  l)earin^(  N.K.  J  K.  Outer  Huoy  is  outside  the  Har  in 
13^  falh<»ms,  with  the  ."Middle  Huoy  hearing'  N.K.  J  K.  5^ 
miles,  and  Fort  Point  10  miles  distant.  .Middle  IJuoy  is  in 
9^  fathoms,  with  Inin.-r  Huoy  N.K.  J  K.  2^{^  miles,  and  l'"<irl 
Point  4.^  miles  distant.  Inner  l^uoy  is  in  20  fathoms,  be- 
tween JJonita  ami  J.ubos  Points,  with  J'ort  Point  bearinj* 
N.K.  I  K.  •>>  miles. 

Left  .San  Franeigco  on  tlie  afternoon  of  September  I-l, 
1870,  nnder  steam  to  the  southward  of  the  ehannel  reeom- 
mended,  earryiTi;j;  six  fathoms  over  the  Par,  and  shaped  eoinse 
S.S.K.  K.xj)erieneed  lieht  .N.W.  winds  till  lat.  13'  N.  and 
lon<,'.  !()()''  \V.,  when  we  fell  in  with  li^dit  S.W.  winds,  which 
earried  us  up  to  the  anchora^^^e  in  I'anama  lioacls  on 
Oetober  ID. 

The  currents  were  various  and  in  the  whole  distance  can- 
celled one  another.  On  Septend>er  2H  passed  o\er  the  posi- 
tion assi;^ned  to  an  island  (?)  in  lat.  ID"  21'  N.  and  ionj^j. 
1 1.>°  20'  W.  without  seeing  anythiujj;  of  it. 

The  thermometer  during  the  pasaa;^(.'  ran;^e<l  from 
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Left  Panama  on  Oct(dMM-  21),  and  experi«>nced  S.W.  winds, 
varvin-i:  in  force  from  2  to  /i  all  the  wav  to  Pavta,  which 
necessitated  constant  steamin;,':  the  currents  variable.  Whilst 
passim;  the  (lulf  of  (luayatpiil  the  ship  was  set  on<'  mile  per 
hour  to  the  S.S.K.,  and  when  abreast  i>f  Sal  Point  nearly 
three  miles  an  liour  to  the  S.W. ;  but  thene  Bets  are  attribut- 
able lo  the  tide,  which  the  sailinjjf  directions  mentii)n  as 
takinj;  the  bend  of  the  laml.     The  chanj^e  of  temp(<raturH 
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one  findH  on  approadiinp;  I*iiyt;i  from  tlin  nortlnvard  is  re- 
inarkalilc.  It  is  caused  liyflie  lIiiiiilMildt  eurrent,  atid  niakeH 
tile  climate  of  Payta  mest  enjoyaliU!  after  the  moist  heat  of 
Panama.  (Mi  leaving;  tlie  latter  plac«'  the  thermometer  at 
noon  Hhowed,  air  Hi'  and  water  7U".  Outside  the  harbour 
of  Payta  it  >*hi>\ved,  air  (IH"  and  water  C>(f. 

We  ftmud  the  following  iKiarinjjfs  j^avt;  the  whip  a  unng 
berth  : 

Si^nml  Ilonso.  near  Inner  Point  N.  88°  W.  1  ^^^^^^  .^ 

Church  Tower  .        ,        .        .8.  11*E.  i  *^ 

Payta  is  u  j^ood  harboin*  for  a  ship  to  refit  in.  Coal  may 
be  obtained  at  the  St«'am  Navif^ation  Company  at  20  dollars 
per  ton.  Water  e.vceedinj^ly  scarce.  Fresh  beef  and  ve;;e- 
tables  moderately  ;^ood,  and  price  reasonable.  We  left  I'ayt.i 
on  November  14  for  Tcune,  and  experienced  S.S.K.  toK.  trade- 
winds,  force  from  H  to  '), as  far  as  lat.  27°  S.  and  lonj;.  09° 
W.,  and  then  liyht  breezen  from  N.K.,  N.W.,  and  S.W. 
AN'ith  the  exception  of  cme  day,  wo  carried  royals  the  whol«j 
passa;j;e.  The  currents  between  lat.  .5°  and  2J)°  S.  set  ihr 
ship  alioul  2'M)  miles  to  the  \\'.N.W.,  after  which  they  be- 
came variable  in  direction  and  force.  We  ancln>red  in  Tome 
liay  on  the  31st  day.  Here  fresh  beef,  ve«;etables,  and  fruit 
may  be  obtained-  also,  poidtry  and  sheep — at  reasonable 
pricis,  by  orderinj^  them  in  from  the  country. 

We  left  Tome  on  December  21,  and  sailed  across  to  the 
island  of  .luan  Fernande/,  anchoring,'  in  Cumberland  Hay  on 
the  2 till  in  20  fathoms,  with  the  foUowinj^^  bearinj^s  : 

Wo.t  point  of  l^My        .  N.  :jr  W.  1  ^^,^.,.^.^^^  .^ 

lorl  H,  Jimn  JJaiitirtta  West     J 

A  limited  stipply  of  fresh  provisions,  ve}j;etables,  and  fruit 
may  be  obtained  hero.  We  spent  Christmas  Day  at  tliis 
anchora<j;e,  and  tln'  followino  day  left  fL»r  Valparaiso,  wliere 
we  arrived  on  the  2Hth  in.-t.  in  .32  fatli(»ms,  otV  Fort 
Antonio. 

,.,..,.         1    ..,    -..-  I.     >•  torrcot  ninpnetic. 
>i^'nnl  lolcprnph  S,  'J-i    !•,.   J 
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Loft  Vnlparaiso  Bay  on  I'Vlmiary  H,  1K71,  and  an- 
rlioi'cd  in  ('(pi|iiiinl)t»  Hay  on  tli((  *Jlh,  having,  on  account  of 
the  calm  wcatlu-r,  htcanicd  nearly  the  whuk-  way. 

IVlionn  Hock  N.  3H°  W.  I  p„„„„.  ,„„  „,  ..^ 
Coal  Pier       .  S.  84M.:.  r""''* '""^'"'"- 

From  Co([uiml)o  we  proceeded  to  Arica,  with  a  southerly 
wind,  l)ut  little  current;  and,  after  Htayinjj;  a  few  h<»ur.s  at 
Arica,  Bteamed  up  the  coast  to  Islay  with  little  or  no  wind  ; 
})Ut  a  Htnmu;  current,  whicli  wet  tlu;  ship  duriuj^'  the  ni^'ht 
N.  .)4°  W.  2(!  miles.  At  Islay  ancliored  in  27  fathoms,  with 
tlio 

West  cxtrcmi!  of  Whito  Islet,  S.W.  j  S. 

I.ttiidiiij^'-pluco         .        .        .     K.    ^  S. 

After  remaining  at  Islay  a  few  days,  takin;,'  advantap;e  of 

White  Islet  as  a  tarp't  for  otir  (piarterly  Hrin;,^,  left  on  Vrh- 

ruary   2f)    for    C'allao,    and   anchored  there  March  .'i,  in  G 

fathoms,  with 

Call.io  Toint  nnd  Hound  Islnnd  8.  by  W.  |  W. 
Capo  San  Lorenzo     .        .         .        W.  by  S. 

On  tlie  way  winds  were  very  li<;ht  from  the  S.E.,  and  current 
strono;  to  the  N.W. 

ficft  Callao  on  .March  11,  and  arrivedat  Paytaon  tlie  IGth. 
\Ve  remained  here  only  a  few  hours,  and  then  sailed  for 
Honolulu,  where  we  arrived  April  27,  after  a  passa;j^(!  of 
42  days  ;  durino'  which  time  we  experienced  the  trade  from 
S.K.  to  E.,  force,  2  to  .%  till  in  lat.  2°  S.  and  lon^?.  114°  W. ; 
then  steainiufif  for  four  days  into  lat.  5°  N.  and  110°  W. 
f(dl  in  witli  the  X.K.  trade,  accomjianied  by  heavy  sipialls 
of  rain  and  thunder.  As  we  went  north  the  force  of  the 
wind  increased,  and  carried  the  ship  from  7  to  \)  knots 
throufj^h  th(>  water — rather  ntirshin^  after  tlie  slow  projj^ress 
made  in  the  S.K.  trailes.  The  ciu'rents  during  this  passa<2fo 
were  to  the  westward,  assisting  us  in  that  direction  about 
530  miles. 

There    not    heino;  sulVieient    water    for    a    vessel   of  deep 
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(lrau<,'lit   to  \ro    fiver  the   Il;ir  to  tin-  inner   nnclKirnpo,  wc 
nnchori'd  oiitHide  in  13  fatliuiiis. 

IMamniKl  IfocU  .  S.  71°  K. 

Lijflithi.uHo  nil  l!eef  N.  '2Tt°  \i. 

Lf'ft  IfDnoliilu  on  May  (>,  nnd  Htcamcd  to  tlio  Inland  of 
Maui,  wlu-ru  Wf  ancliort'd  in  1(>  fatliuins  otV  M'Kcc's  landing; 
place. 

Ourin;^'  llic  passage  across  we  found  tiie  west  positions  of 
these  islands  as  laid  dt>\vn  in  cliart  1,010  { Sandwich  l>lands) 
so  very  inaccurate  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  fix  the  ship's 
position  by  cruss-bearinj^s ;  a  notification  cd"  which  was  Kent 
to  the  Admiralty. 

Left  Maui  on  the  evenint'  of  May  9  for  San  Fran- 
cisco, and,  after  a  lonj;  an('  i..'diouri  passaj;e,  madi-  Point 
Kcyes  Li};ht  at  H  r.M.  t»n  June  14.  At  9  r.M.  saw  the 
I"\irallMn  lii;^lit,  but  by  inidni;^ht  lost  si*^lit  of  both  in  a  fo;j;. 
Auchitred  at  /)  A.M.  in  17  fathoms,  remainiiiif  till  11  a.m., 
when,  the  fof^  lifting',  made  otit  the  land  about  Duxbury 
I'oint.  \V(i;;Iied  and  steamed  in  tluouyh  Honita  (."hannel, 
and  anchoreil  otV  K'incon  Point. 

The  winds  and  weather  all  the  way  from  Honiduhi  were 
inoht  vexatious — liy;ht,  variable,  ami  calms,  of  which  latter 
we  could  ni>t  take  advantage  bein;^'  slnirt  of  coal.  Het\)re 
leavin*^  Honolidu,  on  askin;^  the  captain  of  one  of  the 
r.'gular  trailers  to  San  Francisco  what  was  the  average  pas- 
sa;;(',  he  said,  "  Anything  betwei  n  1 1  and  35  days  ; '  a  lar|if<; 
margin,  but  no  less  true,  as  was  proved  by  u  baniue  that 
sailed  shortly  after  us,  takinj;  33  days. 

Left  Sau  Francisco  harbour  June  30,  but  had  to  an- 
chor shortly  afterwards  on  account  i»f*  a  thick  fojj^  settiu}^  in 
through  the  entrance.  It  cleared  otf  at  11  a.m.,  and  we  were 
enabled  to  jtroceed  tlinmgh  the  JJonita  ('liamad  till  jiast 
Duxbury  Point.  Here  fog  again  set  in,  so  that  we  had  con- 
tinually to  stop  and  soinul.  At  midnight,  feeling  certain  of 
being  clear  of  all  dang»"rf,  proceeded  on  our  course  for  Van- 
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coiiver'rt  Ishind,  llinii^li  tlir  fo«;  did  n.it  lift  till  tlic  iMllowin^ 
nij{ht.  On  llic  'Jiidtlu'  wind  ('(»ninniu't'd  tVitin  the  N.N.W., 
when  W(»  ot'nsrd  Hti'ainin<;,  and  kept  (-liip  l»y  tlic  wind,  ('ii|M' 
Flattery  Itfarinj;  north  ACM)  inilrs.  On  the  tuIlowin<;  day  the 
wind  liaidod  ronnd  to  N.N.K.,  from  which  (jnurter  it  «'on- 
tiniu'd  to  Mow  inodcratt'ly  strony;  till  July  11,  wlun  ('a|H' 
Flatt.-ry  horr  N.  70°  E.  HOO  !  The  wind  tlu-n  f.-ll  lij^lil,  and 
>Vf  wfrc  cnalilt'd  to  steam,  rtarhin;;  the  Straits  of  l-'iica  on 
tlu!  evcninj^  of  the  iHth,  and  andiori'd  in  Mscininialt  liar- 
bonr  the  next  morninjj;,  after  an  abscntf  of  ;J72  days,  out  tif 
which  221  hud  been  speut  at  ticu. 
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livmarh*  on  t/ir  I'li.^ntiifr  frntn  J'dtiriiiirtr  Infiiiiil  to  Viif/)iit(iii>i>,  rnl!ni<f 
lit  Sun  Friiiiii.li  II,  Mnzntlini,  Snii  Jtliii,  Miiiizniitllii,  I'liniiiiiii,  iiinl 
I'di/tii — Ui'iid",  Ciimiifs,  Aiiihoriiyts,   I'vuipirnlurv,  i^c. 

We  left  ICscjuimult  on  Noveinlier  .'JO,  1H71,  ami  arrived  at 
Snn  Krani'isc'o  on  Deoeirdter  }),  havinj,'  met  with  a  lieavy? 
confused  sea,  and  stronj;  southerly  jjales  for  the  first  thrt'C 
days  after  clearinjj;  the  Straits  of  I-'uca,  but  no  euriciit  was 
experieui'i'd. 


Air 
Tlio  tlR'riiioiiK'ti  r  nil  It'dviii^f  llsijuiiiiiilt  .   I'i"   . 

,,  „  on  iirriviil  iit  Sail  KiiiiitisiM)  TtV    , 


Sen 


Kntered  tlie  harbour  of  San  Francisco  by  tlie  northern  or 
Honita  Channel.  This  has  been  mentioned  before  as  |iiit'er- 
abie  to  i-rossiiijjf  the  Har  for  steamers  of  deep  draught,  and 
furl  her  experience  leads  me  to  repeat  that  opinion  tor  the 
foUowin;^  reasons  : 

1.  On  com  in  j;- from  llie  northward  at  ni^'lit  or  in  foMjiry 
weather  Point  Ht'yes  is  easily  made,  and  the  land  kept  in  si^^^ht 
nlltheway  loljouita  Point,  takinj;  .are  to  j;;ive  Duxbmv  Heef 
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n  wido  bfrtli.  Aftrr  ronndiii/j;  Point  Rpy<'^i  Hhoiild  llie  woa- 
tliiT  111*  t(ti»  thick  to  keep  sij.'lit  of  tlir  eo)iH(,  it  would  lio 
ii«l\  i>;ilili' to  mu'lior  in  Priikr's  Hay,  and  \\r\<^\\  the  nioinfiit 
till'  t'o^  lilts.  The  '  Zt'idoiis  "  did  this  on  (Hic  occasion,  and 
('ntcn-d  the  haihunr  when  hUc  couhl  not  have  atti'niptcd  the 
]{ar  Channel. 

2.  When  leaving;  or  entfjinjjf  the  harl)oni'  diirin;,',  or 
shortly  at'tir,  lii'avy  weather,  this  channel  \v>  jnet'eiahle  n« 
carrying'  the  smoothest  and  deepest  water.  Thr  h  ast  water 
is  7  fathoms,  just  otV  Hoiiita  Point,  whereas  on  the  Par 
then*  is  only  .').{  fathoms,  which  is  not  sidlicient  when  there 
is  much  sea  running. 

3.  When  leavinjif  the  harlionr  <liirin<j;  toj^^^y  weather, 
Ponita  Channel  is  certainly  more  securo. 

We   mooted  in  aliout   the  sam(!  sjiot  as  on  our  previouH 

visit,  which  I  consider  the  mttst  convenient  anchorage  for 

men-of-war. 

Missinii  IJorIc  .  S,  10°  K. 

Anchorago  boarings,  correct 


I  Missinii  IJorIc  .  S,  10°  K. 

mtignctic  .-I  li'iiKMii  liock  IJiit)y  N.  .00"  W. 

I  Telt'i/raph  Hill       .  N.  (Jl°  W. 


(^ire  must  he  tak(>n  not  to  anchor  within  .lOO  yards  of  the 
shore,  as  sonn'  order  exists  against  men-of-war  anclioriii<»' 
within  thatdistance.  On  the  occasion  of  a  merchant-ship 
dra^l^injj;  toul  of  the  '  Zealous,'  and  doinj;-  hoth  vessels  eon- 
siderahle  injury,  the  owner  tried  to  ^et  off  payment  of 
«lama<jfes  on  the  plea  that  we  were  within  the  prescribed  dis- 
tance. Could  he  have  proved  such  to  have  heen  the  case  we 
should  have  had  to  pay  for  the  damage  his  vessel  sustained ; 
hut  he  failed. 

Ticft  .San  Francisco  January  1,  1S72,  hy  Ponita  Channel. 
Owinjif  to  a  heavy  sea  runninjjf  it  was  danj^erous  to  cross  the 
Par.  NN'e  found  no  ditViculty  in  Bonita  Channel,  hut  it  is 
Ijest  taken  at  slack  water  on  account  of  the  stronji;  eddies  oflf 
Ponita  Point.  Passing;  ei<i;ht  miles  west  of  (fuadalouj)t» 
Island,  arrived  at  Mazatlan  on  the  17th,  having  experienced 
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fine  wnillicr  and  li^'lit  wiiula  and  a  current  i»f  aliout  2\it 
miloH  to  \\\v  K.S.IC. 

Air  Pi'ti 

Tlifrinoinutcr  mi  li<avin>i^  San  Frnnrinpo  Til"    .        .    Fyi" 
n  I'll  aniviil  at  .Mazatlaii     .  7/1"    .        .     74" 

Mo(»n'(l  lien-  in  nine  faflmms,  with  four  sliacklos  on  <a«'li  vn\iU'. 

(I Hack  I!u(lt  .  .  S.  17  K. 
Siiiitii  niiiir  .  .  s.  70'  w. 
lIloxHdii  Kock  lliioy  !S.  70^  K. 

This  anoliora;j;o  in  con«i(l«'iv<l  jjood  and  safo,  except  la'twccu 
May  and  DcfiMnht  r,  wlicn  vrswcls  must  c-itlier  anchor  outside 
or  Htan<I  MfT  ami  on  innhr  easy  canvass  on  accuunt  of  iht! 
heavy  stonns  that  come  on  suddenly  from  <h«f  S.NV. 

Lift  Mazathm  .Fanuary  *J4  and  arrived  at  San  IMan  on  tlio 
2(;tii. 

j-riodra  laTierra     .  N.  2t)"W. 
Ancliornpo  bearings,  corroct  nmgnetir  .  J  l.'dck  of  i;i  IJorn-jo  N.  I'tJ'  i:. 

I  l!ar  Tniiit       .     '   .  N.  7(1"  K. 

This  locality  is  also  visited  hy  stron;,'  storms  from  the  S.W. 
durinj;-  .May  and  Decemher. 

Left  San  nias  on  .lannary  2fi,  and  touched  at  ^ranzanilla 
on  February  2  for  a  few  lionrs  ;  then  itrocecdcd  on  to  j'anania, 
wlier<>  we  arrived  (m  January  2.1,  having  experienct d  line 
weather  and  li<;lit  winds,  and  currents  3.10  miles  to  the  K.S.K., 
4.>  K.X.K.,  and  41  S.W. 

Air  fion 

TLi;rmoiiiett'r  on  Icavin},'  .Nfa/atlan  .  TTP    .        .     74' 
f,  en  arrival  at  I'aiiaraa  h.'I"     .        .     7<»° 

Left  Panama  March  7,  and  arrived  at  I'ayta  on  tin-  17lh. 
A  hreeze  carried  us  out  of  the  hay,  after  which  w.-  had  to 
steam  the  wh(de  distance  a;;ainst  head  winds.  (Jurrents  very 
s]i«4ht,  varying'  between  N.K.  and  S.K. 


Air 


Tlionnoinotor  on  lonviiifj  1'anaina  hT 
„  on  arrival  at  I'ayta  <i7°    . 


.     07' 


Left  I'ayta  March  15),  and  arrived  at  Valparaiso  April  2*. 
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We  wore  fortunate  in  not  liaving  to  stretch  furtlier  to  the 
westward  tlian  90°  \V.  Currents  were  variable,  but  westerly 
predominated  by  about  200  miles. 


Air 
03° 


Thermometer  on  leavinfr  Paj'ta 

„  on  arrival  at  Valparaiso  59° 
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62° 

6«° 


APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  XVI. 

Jieinark'i  on  the  Pdssage  from  Tome  to  Connor  Cove — Smytli's  Channel 
— En(jU»h  Karroics — Port  Grappler — Puerto  Bueno — Idhmits  Bay — - 
Sandy  Point, 

Left  Tome  on  the  morning  of  December  4,  and  arrived  at 
Coronel  tbat  afternoon,  where  we  took  on  board  100  tons  of 
coal  at  13  dollars  per  ton.  The  same  quality  of  coal  was 
being  shipped  last  year  at  six  dollars  per  ton.  However,  the 
coal  proved  to  be  far  better  tlian  was  anticipated  ;  and,  taking 
into  consideration  the  immense  rise  in  the  market  value  all 
over  tlie  world,  13  dollars  was  not  so  very  high.  Its  con- 
sumption, in  comparison  with  good  Welsh  coal,  is  about  12 
per  cent,  more  rapid  ;  very  little  ashes  or  soot,  clinkers  large, 
with  a  great  deal  of  smoke  of  a  dark  brown  colour. 

The  following  bearings  placed  the  ship  in  a  convenient 
berth  for  coaling. 


Extreme  of  Pucliuco  Point 

Point  North  of  Chamheque  Bay  S.  11°  E 


^  1 

:^"  \  Correct  magnetic. 


Left  Coronel  for  the  southward  on  the  17th  instant,  but, 
finding  a  heavy  head  sea,  anchored  under  the  lee  of  Mocha 
Island,  in  English  Creek,  in  13  fathoms.  The  sea  moderat- 
ing, weighed  on  the  11th,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16th 
sighted  Cape  Gallegos ;  passed  Tres  Montes  at  sunset,  and 
shaped  course  for  Ayautau  Islands,  which,  on  a  clear  night, 
can  be  seen  from  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles.     On  this  occa- 
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sion  the  weather  was  tliick ;  so  did  not  make  tliem  out  till 
midnight,  when  distant  about  ten  miles.  The  Wager  Islands 
showed  at  the  same  time.  Tliese  islands  arc  very  remarkable 
in  appearance,  and  form  an  excellent  mark  for  the  entrance 
of  the  Messier  Cliannel.  At  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  tlie 
Wager  Islands  appear  table-topped  in  the  centre,  sloping 
down  apparently  close  to  the  sea,  then  rising  and  forming  a 
kind  of  low  hummock  at  its  south  extremity.  The  Ayautau 
Islands,  on  an  E.S.E.  bearing,  appear  like  two  haycocks,  the 
largest  of  which  will,  coming  from  the  W.N.W.,  be  on  the 
right.  These  also  are  excellent  marks  for  the  entrance  to 
Messier  Channel.  When  they  are  made  out  (Ayautau 
Islands)  the  ship  should  be  steered  directly  for  them  till 
within  three  miles  (especially  by  a  stranger).  At  this  dis- 
tance the  small  islands,  close  to  and  S.E.  of  Ayautau,  will 
become  visible ;  one  forming  a  low  point  at  its  north  ex- 
tremity and  having  a  small  hiunmock  on  its  soutliern  point. 
This  island  is  very  perplexing  to  a  stranger,  especially  if  the 
weather  becomes  thick.  It  is  then  difficult  to  determine 
whether  it  belongs  to  the  Ayautaii  group  or  the  main  land 
beyond.  But  passing  Ayautau  at  a  distance  of  three  miles, 
bearing  E.  by  N.  ^  N.,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  not  to  belong 
to  the  main  land,  as  the  opening  between  them  shows  out. 

We  steered  directly  for  Ayautau  till  within  three  and  a 
half  miles  ;  then,  leaving  it  on  the  port  hand,  steered  for  the 
entrance  to  Messier  Channel.  Sombrero  Island  was  sighted 
about  3  A.M.,  just  at  break  of  day,  and  shortly  afterwards 
observed  Middle  Island  ahead. 

We  entered  Connor  Cove  at  noon,  and  anchored  in  13 
fathoms  (mud).  Laid  out  a  9-inch  hawser  astern,  and  made 
fast  to  a  large  tree,  effectually  mooring  the  ship  in  one  posi- 
tion, with  her  head  outwards,  which  position  was  retained 
for  a  week  without  difficulty,  pending  the  '  Scylla's  '  arrival. 
This  cove  would  accommodate  a  vessel  of  any  size  moored  in 
like  manner.  The  '  Araucania,'  a  P.  M.  S.'s  Company's 
steamer,  over  300  feet  long,  anchored  for  a  night  ahead  of 
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US,  securing  lier  stern  with  a  liawscr  to  our  bows.     The 
'  Scylla '  <jn  arrival  took  up  tlie  same  position. 

On  the  morning  of  Decernher  22  left  Connor  Cove  and 
proceeded  towards  the  English  Narrows  with  H.M.S.  '  Scylla ' 
in  comp.uiy,  four  cables  astern.  Before  entering  the  channel 
leading  to  the  English  Narrows,  a  stranger  should  be  careful 
to  count  the  points  of  islands.  After  passing  three  points,  or 
*^.wo  openings,  haul  in  between  the  third  point  and  Cavour 
Island,  and  steer  for  the  English  Narrows.  It  would  be 
highly  beneficial  if  a  beacon  or  some  mark  were  placed  on 
Cavour  Island  to  distinguish  it  from  the  rest.  A  simple 
device,  such  as  cutting  away  a  few  trees,  leaving  two  or  three 
together,  would  serve  equally  well  to  put  it  beyond  a  doubt 
which  is  the  right  opening  to  turn  at.  For  one  unacquainted 
with  this  channel  it  is  not  unnatural  to  believe  the  last  point 
to  be  the  correct  one  to  turn  at,  whereas  it  is  the  N.W. 
point  of  Cavour  Island.  A  ship  then  might  iind  herself  in 
Magenta  Bay  and  lose  the  tide  for  the  Narrows.  By  making 
a  mistake  the  other  way,  and  entering  between  tlie  two 
islands  north  of  Cavour,  a  steamer  would  find  herself  in  an 
awkward  position,  having  no  room  to  tiu-n,  go  ahead,  back 
astern,  and  no  place  to  anchor.  Keep  along  west  side  of 
Cavour  Island,  clear  of  the  kelp  and  two  little  islets  just  out- 
side of  this  patch  until  Clio  Island  opens  clear  of  a  larger 
island  north  of  it,  which  has  two  trees  on  its  summit,  and, 
like  Clio  Island,  covered  with  bushes.  Then  both  cliannels 
will  be  open,  and  Middle  or  Mid  Channel  Island  will  show 
out  clear,  and  you  may  steer  towards  Cedar  Point,  avoiding 
foul  ground  off  Clio  Island  and  the  island  north  of  it. 

We  entered  the  Narrows  at  about  9"30  a.m.,  having  regu- 
lated om-  speed  in  order  to  round  Mid  Channel  Island  an  hour 
before  low  water,  so  as  to  have  the  last  of  the  ebb  against 
us.  We  experienced  no  tide  or  current  whilst  entering,  or 
on  passing  Mid  Channel  Island;  but  as  the  ship's  head 
became  pointed  fairly  in  centre  of  southern  entrance,  steaming 
about  six  knots  per  hoiu*,  the  tide  caught  her  on  the  starboard 
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bow  and  swept  her  sharp  round  towards  an  islet  on  the 
eastern  sliore.  The  helm  was  immediately  put  hard-a-port, 
at  first  without  any  effect ;  but  just  as  the  order  had  been 
given  to  go  '  astern  full  speed '  the  ship  responded  to  her 
helm,  and  her  bow  went  to  starboard  sufficiently  to  clear  the 
islet.  The  engines  were  tlien  moved  ahead,  and  one  minute 
afterwards  felt  the  ship  take  the  groimd.  Stopped  engines 
and  sounded.  Found  7  fathoms  under  the  stern,  6  amid- 
ships, 4  under  port  bow,  and  2f  under  starboard.  Moved 
the  engines  astern  full  speed,  and  the  ship  came  off. 

According  to  the  plan  of  English  Narrows  there  is  7 
fathoms  marked  just  on  the  spot  we  took  tlie  ground.  The 
English  Narrows  will  be  much  safer  for  navigation  as  the 
tides  become  better  known.  I  am  of  opinion  that  tlie  tide  in 
these  Narrows  conforms  to  its  turning  in  the  Straits  of  Ma- 
gellan and  flows  three  hours  after  high  water,  which  would 
account  for  our  meeting  a  strong  ebb  tide  in  the  soutliern 
entrance  when  it  was  actually  low  water.  It  could  not  liave 
been  falling,  or  the  ship  woiild  not  have  come  off  so  easily 
without  transporting  weights,  &c.,  but  directly  the  engines 
were  turned  astern. 

We  anchored  in  Port  Grappler  at  3  p.m.,  in  9  fathoms, 
with  centre  of  Diamond  Island  N.  14°  E. ;  N.W.  extreme  of 
Clone  Island  S.  56°  W.  This  is  a  fine  liarbour,  easy  to  enter, 
and  swinging  room  for  vessels  of  great  lengtli. 

Left  Port  Grappler  at  3*30  a.m.  on  the  23rd.  Passed 
through  Guia  Narrows  at  3  p.m.  In  approaching  these  Nar- 
rows, should  the  weather  come  on  thick  it  is  advisable  to 
keep  close  to  San  Juan  Island.  Wlien  it  clears  up,  shape  a 
carefid  course  for  tlie  Narrows,  and  the  opening  will  soon  be 
seen. 

In  fine  weather  they  do  not  present  any  difficulties.  After 
passing  through  it  is  advised  to  keep  close  to  the  eastern 
shore  approaching  Cape  Charles,  to  avoid  a  doubtful  rock 
marked  'P.D.'  We  kept  a  good  look-out,  but  observed 
nothing  that  indicated  a  rock  or  shoal.     Anchored  in  Puerto 
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I?ueiK)  liailiour  at  5'4()  p.m,  in  13  fatlioms,  with  liighest 
j)oiut  of  Piiyuta  Island  N.  3°  E ;  centre  of  Gorgon  Island 
N.  G5°  E.;  N.W.  extreme  of  Hoskyn  Island  N.  59"  W. 
The  entrance  to  Puerto  Iiueno  is  not  difficult  to  make. 
Coming  from  the  nortlnvard  a  round  hill,  or  hummock,  will 
be  observed  just  north  of  the  entrance;  then  apparently  low 
land,  and  in  front  of  the  entrance  will  be  seen  three  small 
islets.  There  is  also  on  Esperanza  Island  a  remarkalde 
opening  in  the  land,  bearing  about  S.W.  by  S.  from  the 
entrance,  which  will  serve  as  a  good  mark,  though  inferior  to 
these  three  islands.  There  is  also  a  good  and  convenient 
anchorage.  Leaving  Puerto  Bueno  at  G  a.m.  on  the  24th, 
we  proceeded  down  the  channel,  and  anchored  in  Isthmus 
Bay  at  5  p.m.,  in  22  fathoms  (rocky  and  uneven  bottom), 
witli  centre  of  Hurlow  Island  N.  30°  \V.,  and  point  X.E.  of 
Selfe  Point,  S.  43°  W.  The  'Scylla'  anchored  to  seaward 
of  us.  I  can  say  nothing  in  favour  of  the  outer  anchorage 
of  Isthmus  Bay ;  the  plan  is  no  guide  as  to  depth  of  water, 
for  at  low  water  we  had  2G,  27,  and  no  bottom  at  30  fathoms, 
whereas  on  the  plan  the  greatest  depth  is  23  fathoms.  On  the 
following  afternoon,  finding  the  ship  swinging  with  her  stern 
close  to  the  kelp,  or  western  shore,  weighed  and  shifted  berth. 
After  vainly  endeavom-ing  to  find  something  like  a  bottom, 
let  go  the  anchor  again  in  22  fiithoms,  with  centre  of  Hurlow 
Island  N.  8°  \Y.,  point  N.E.  of  Selfe  Point  S.  48°  W. 
Weighed  at  2  a.m.  on  the  26th,  and  our  anchor  came  up 
minus  one  fluke  ;  a  clear  proof  of  the  rocky,  uneven  nature 
of  the  bottom.  Took  Mayne's  Channel,  and  passed  over  the 
ridge  with  nothing  less  than  7  fathoms ;  the  deepest  water 
was  on  the  starboard  hand,  close  to  the  kelp.  In  approach- 
ing this  cliannel  from  the  northward,  on  altering  course  off 
Cutler  Island,  where  its  highest  peak  bears  N.W.  ^  W.,  the 
highest  part  of  Orlebar  will  be  S.  by  W.  |  W ;  steer  for  it 
until  a  little  east  of  Francis  Islets,  off  the  S.E.  point  of 
Baverstock,  which  is  high  land.  Then  Bradbury  Rock,  or 
Islet,  will  be  well  open  west  of  Long  Island,  S.E.  \  S.  From 
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this  position  stoor8..S.E. '}  E.  until  tliepf.'ak  (iflJav<'rstc)ck(tlio 
hifjfhest  Olio)  l)oar.s  N.VV.W.  by  ^  W.  Keep  it  asf tM-ii  hy  stoor- 
ingS.K.  hy  K.  1  K.  until  dear  of  the  rock  awash  west  of  tho 
centre  of  Green  Island.  When  clear,  hrinj^  Jiraclbury  Islet 
S.E.  -^  S.,  and  steer  for  it  through  the  channel  on  this  ])ear- 
ing.  When  the  S.E.  point  of  Green  Island  hears  N.E.  :|^  X., 
a  ship  may  he  hauled  to  the  southward  and  steered  for  tiif 
ridge.  Bradbury  is  a  small  islet  or  rock  above  water.  This 
with  a  good  beacon  would  form  a  g(Jod  leading  mark  for  th*; 
<leepest  water  in  Mayne  Channel.  A  couple  of  buoys  would 
be  better,  one  on  each  side  of  the  channel,  as  in  thick 
weather  a  distant  mark  would  be  o))scured. 

Proceeding  down  tlie  channel,  we  passed  Tamar  Island, 
and  considercid  ourselves  fairly  in  the  Straits  of  Magellan  at 
10  A.M.;  rounded  Cape  Forward  at  1(>3()  p.m.,  and  anchored 
off  Handy  Point  at  5''M)  a.m.  on  December  27,  in  10  fathoms, 
with  centre  window  of  Block  House  and  Flagstaff  in  one, 
N.  45°  W. ;  Cairn  of  Sandy  Point  N.  74°  E. 

Our  divers  here  made  a  more  complete  examination  than 
they  had  Iteen  abh;  to  do  at  Port  G  nippier  of  the  damage 
done  by  going  asliore  in  the  English  Narrows,  and  reported 
about  28  feet  of  false  keel  gone  ;  pieces  of  stem  and  main 
keel  torn  away,  and  second  garboarrl  strake  on  port  sid(^ 
much  rent  and  split.  On  the  starboard  side  two  planks 
much  bruised  and  oakum  torn  out.  Since  touching  tin- 
ground  ship  has  made  7  inches  of  water  an  hoiu-. 

Took  on  board  400  tons  of  coal  at  Sandy  Point,  at  10 
doHars  per  ton,  which  proved  very  dear  at  the  pric(\  Its 
evaptmition  power  is  very  small :  consuinpti(»n  two  to  one  of 
ordinary  Welsh  coal.  That  portion  which  will  consume  does 
so  rapidly,  the  remainder  forming  clinker  and  ashes  like  thai 
produced  from  wood. 

During  our  passage  through  the  Straits  the  barometer  ttdl 
to  29"06,  and  remained  so  for  several  hours,  without  aiiv 
change  of  wind,  or  accompanied  by  bad  weatlier. 

The  'Scylla"  left  Sandy  Pdnt  for  the  FalkLiml  l.-^iands  on 
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DecemlKM-  30,  with  orders  to  meet  us  afi;!iin  in  hit.  4.^°  20'  S. 
and  hni{(.  50"  W.  We  left  on  .Fiinuary  4,  1H73,  rneetinjj  ^h^^ 
h'lst  part  of  a  stronjjf  flood  tide  in  the  Stcond  Narrows.  But 
fortunately  a  stronj^  breeze  fronrx  the  westward  assisted  the 
en<;in('s,  while  the  el)b  carried  us  thniu^h  the  First  Narrows 
and  abreast  of  Dunj^eness  Spit,  whieli  we  passed  about  mid- 
night.    ('ap(!  Dinero  was  the  last  land  we  saw. 

At  daylij^ht  we  were  clear  of  the  Straits,  and  shaped  course 
for  the  rendezvous.  We  arrived  here  and  picked  up  the 
'Scylla'  on  the  11th,  then  shaped  course  for  lat.  30°  S.  and 
long.  H°  VV.  On  the  nij^ht  of  the  17th,  whilst  reefinj^  topsails 
to  a  fresheninf^  j^ale  from  the  northward,  the  '  Scylla  '  parted 
cftmpany,  and  we  saw  ni»thinf>'  more  of  her  till  reaching  the 
rendezvous  on  the  27tli.  Slie  was  then  despatched  to  St. 
Helena,  where  we  arrived  on  February  o. 

During  our  passage  between  Sandy  Point  and  St.  Helena, 
we  experienced  tine  weather  and  light  winds,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  breeze  we  had  on  January  17.  It  only  lasted  a 
few  hours,  but  occasioned  a  heavy  troid)led  sea  the  next  day, 
making  the  ship  roll  from  26°  to  30°,  so  that  the  leak  in- 
creased from  seven  to  nine  inches. 

liittle  or  no  current  till  within  tlu^  tropics,  when  we  found 
a  steady  daily  set  of  aV)out  twelve  miles  to  the  westward,  and 
the  trade  winds  very  east(n-ly. 

The  'Scylla'  left  for  England  (»n  Feltruary  fi.  We  sailed 
on  the  9th,  and  arrived  at  Ascension  on  the  lotli.  Trade; 
winds  southerly  and  light.  Left  Ascension  February  20, 
steamed  up  towards  the  Coast  of  Africa  for  eight  days,  then 
stretched  out  under  sail  for  St.  Vincent.  Unable  to  fetch, 
had  (o  steam  into  Porto  I'raya,  Island  of  St.  Vago,  for  coal. 
Live  stock  here  plentiful  and  moderate  in  price.  L(>ft 
Porto  Praya  ^larch  10,  and  arrived  at  St.  Vincent  next  even- 
ing. Arrived  at  .Mafleira  on  the  23rd  and  left  on  the  2()tli. 
Off  the  Spanish  coast  encountered  a  strong  N.E.  wind.  After 
four  days'  beating  about  im  ler  sail,  put  into  Vigo  for  coal. 
Left  on  April  7,  and  anchored  in  Plymouth  Sound  on  the 
12th. 


I 


45°  20'  S. 
eetiiig  the 
ows.  lint 
sistod  the 
t  Marrows 
L)out  mid- 

3ed  cour.se 
■d  lip  tlio 
\0°  S.  mid 
^  topsails 
:a '  parted 
^liinjr  tlie 
!d    to  8t. 

.  Helena, 
le  excep- 
'  lasted  a 
lext  day, 
leak  iu- 

ive  found 
'ard,  and 

^e  sailed 
Trade 
lary   20, 
ys,  then 
3  fefeh, 
:'or  eoal, 
!.      Left 
ct  e\en- 
e  2()th. 
.    Aftei- 
or  coal, 
on  the 


I 


03 


«?> 


a 


a. 


i  m'mi 


1 1  "Ji. 


'*   J  * 


it 


f  1   1 

It  ,  :     . 


I 


.,r 


if .' 

I  -'i  H 
Ik  f 


^i 


i 


II;. 


II 

mm'' 

IISiL 

I''      ' 

'l;' 

:  .'J.            \ 

iii 

ma:\ 

I  'fl 


i  V 


,     "I  V  '[I 
\'l  'S  '<IU!)  , 


f       - 


V, 


\^ 


\-^- 


r 


v^l 


J3  B 


& 


fl     X  - 


11 


t.tiM.  IV  .    rriiNTEn    nv 

SPDTTfSWOOl)!.:     AND     Ci>.,    WAY-sriU'.KV     SljV  MIK 

AVI)  rAiii,i.\Mi:\i'  si'iiKKr 


i;:  i 


P4-;  ' 


r 


V" 


•     ■,.■ 


■■— IIWrnMri^   ^11   m\»n<l> 


11 


0" 


IQO" 


il'll!!-!*''^  - 


="f      ^  :      »— H      K-i 


N 


0      R 


C.Rtux 


U  N    I 


-^  ^v; 

>  ScJle  I. 

r.fod              .     ' 

'    ,          "i      ■  * 

c'.  ;■/  ■■* 

BFrmtida 

o 

T      '           ■■'■■ 

r  ■ 

<« 


■^ 


Capede    .,tei - 
Verde  1*"  AVib 


■Mfthhm  I, 


10' 


%. 


«• 


.» 


I 

r 
I 


Dnnqtyl-^ 


•     •  ^  Ctuttlitif  I. 


•>  '  "PKtowdo 


"'  ^Dominiavl. 


a.. 


•VuifttfTVJH'  I. 


Society .  ..•.«  •       .  4    , 


c 


20" 


•h 


Coolil^' 


Rarototwit 
Tropic  of  Cagriooru 


Tahitjr^ 


«.  -^'^^tj. 


tf  0  " 


3Q"i 


r 


Tubuai^' 


170' 


STATISTICAL     RECORD 
H.M.S,    ZEALOUS 

FroTTh    January    19.    1870    to    April   12.  1873 
Distance  irv  Tcnots  nai   under    naH    and    steani 
Sail  Steam  Total 

34.107  17.876  51.983 

Division   of   time    dzvi'inff     conunia.iion 
Number  of  douys   at  sexi  491 

Numher  of  dav.9   in  harbour         687 

Total    1178 

Daily     runs    an/i     averages 
Greatest    run   in   24   hours      218  nvdes 

Least  „ 6-5 „ 

Average' „ 105  -8     „ 

Average  -per  hxjur  4- '4-       „ 

Total    distance^    run      including 
H.M.S.  Revenge      57,570    miles  __ 

Coal    expended    during    commiasixtn 
iSm^        mil  mi  ISM  ^ 

Tons    noo  1665  1616  1619    Tons 

N?  of   men  deserted.    59.      Died,    Sec.  13. 
160"  ISO" 


*- 


■V 


#. 


E 


,  (jarnhiob  Group 


Bassl.'', 


Pitmirfi^ 

I. 

*?. 

\      • 

> 



TRACK  CHART 

of  the 

CRUIZES 

of 


TEl 


^«  ^^»   Z^ 


EAIi 


During   Cominission 

Comnumjcing  Jcmuary  14^1870. 
Ending  April  12^  1873 . 


L 

V. 


^ 


nlo" 


'Tf^=f-ip==^     -^iX    -\^\      |-=  S 


100" 


K    1— T~  ^*^*;":P 


O"  8 


Aurortt. 


=J      l=-?J-  J==i^    K-41     BHI 


0° 


*^^Slrt*en/ 1. 


*4*'  Cape  Bom. 


n»a— -s^:- 


70" 


eo° 


sto" 


iM^di 


ii 


